











June 2, 1958 


Mr, Dave Bowers 

Empire Coin Company 
252 Main Street 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Mr. Bowers: 


Jim Ruddy was nice enough to tell me that you 
were doing some research on Thomas Machin. For 
over ten years I have been assembling information 
on Thomas Machin and, in due course, sxpect to — 
write a monograph on the subject. 


As t said in my recent letter to Jim Ruddy, I 
have never been able to locate Thomas Nachin's 
papers which are referred to in the History of 
Sehoharie County, by Jeptha BR. Simus, If you 
have any leads as to the whereabouts of these 
papers we could untangle the entire pugzle. Tf 
certainly look forward to hearing from you with 
respect to your work on this subject. 





Would you be kind enough to send me an extra copy 


or two of your first issue of the Impire Topics, 


Sincerely yours, 


er ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 


“EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
eon MAILN SEREE TE JOHNSON. ai YouN. -Y. 
PHONE 9-310] EVENINGS 7-0411 








June 5, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your recent letter concerning Thomas Machin, My 
research concerning him is only in the beginning stages. Most of 
my information concerning Machin concerns his military career or 
his later surveying practice. 


I have a few leads to develop concerning his papers. Ihave found 
reference to them c. 1885-1890. If his papers are with his survey- 
ing notes and notebooks, I may be able to locate them. I plan to do 
some extensive looking this summer in the area and may turn up 
something interesting. Most references to his coinage operations 
are very hazy. Perhaps his '"mill' is not developed extensively in 
his papers. I hope to be able to find out. 


Are you interested in Harmon's Vermont coinage history? I read 
your fine A.N.S. article concerning Vermont. I am enclosing 
several additional copies of Empire Topics as you requested. The 
second issue will be ready in a few weeks. 


Best regards, 


EMPIRE COIN CO,, INC. 


Pe ws 


Q,. DAVID BOWERS 
QDB /lt 
Rane. 
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dune 9s 1956 


Mre Ce David. Bowers 
Umpire Coin C6,_5 Inte 
252 Main Street 
Johnson City, New York 


hear Daves 


Thank you for your nice letter of dune 5, 1958, Your 
commens} concerning my article in the ANS Centennial is. 
appreciated. 


Please do everything you can to find Machin's papers 
concerning the coin operation, I presume, from what you 
Say, that sone Title Company or Title lawyers nay have 
bhem AS you found & reference to bhem in 1005490. 


t do not wish to. discourage you from doing any research 
en fhomas Machints careor before he: went into the ¢oin- 
ing business, but 1 have most of this information siready 
in my file, —T have visited the site of the miti, Tf have 
in my Library the book about obstructions on the Hudson 
River during the Revolutionary War, and will be giad te 
lend it to you if you need it. This is, of course, rot 
rélated to anything numismatic. 

If you care to give me any information as toe where you 
think his papers and note books might be, I can use ay 
position with our historical society to help you got 

them if there is any diriiculty. t am itching to find 
out our seoret.s 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P, NEWHAN 
EPN/ atb 
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EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
252. WAIN SYREET IOHNSON CRP Y.Ghe s. 
PHONE 9-310] EVENINGS 7-041 1 








June 12, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of June 9. I will be glad to cooperate with 
you in any way possible with research concerning Thomas Machin. As 
I mentioned previously, I intend to look for his private papers some 
time later this summer. If Iam successful in finding them, I will let 
you know immediately. 


Thank you for your offer of information on Machin's carreer in the 
United States service. I have information concerning his West Point 
project and his various Revolutionary War experiences. As these are 
not concerned with numismatics, I have no particular further interest 
in them. 


I had intended to visit the Mill site some time this summer. Since 
you have visited it, perhaps you can save me the trip. What did you 
find there? 


Sincerely yours, 


EMPIRE COIN CO. , INC. 


Q. David Bowers 


ODB: lt 
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June 16, 19 58 


Mre Q. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company, Ince 
252 Main Street 

Johnson City, New York 


Dear Daves 


T am much amused at the comment in the New 
Netherlands ecatelogue that I am writing the 
history of Machin's Mills. It is true, but 
Walter delights in anticipating. 


T found the visit to the Machin's Millis site 
very dull, It is a run-down outing spot where 
she mill races still exist. I walked through 
the woods to the exectesite of the mill ahd 
found absolutely nothing. 


The Massachusetts coin which I said was similer 
to the new variety is not correct, Please 
scratch out this information in my previous 
Letter. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, . 


ERIC P,. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. 5S. — 
Zoa2 MAIN SPREET BOA SHOT) Me) ae ee IN 
PHONE 9-310] EVENINGS 7-041 1 
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June 18, 1958 


Mr. Eric A. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of June 16. Whether I visit the site of Machin's 
Mills this summer is a matter of time. I am surprised that there was even 
the mill race left considering the span of years since 1790. Were there any 
traces of foundation stones or timbers? Have you ever checked as to the fate 
of the coining press? Crosby makes some reference to Capt. Isaac Belknap 
and the ''Newburgh"'. According to the 1790 census, Belknap was a resident 
of Newburgh, New York, so the ship may not be too difficult to trace. 


I note a reference to your research on the Continental dollar in the June 
Scrapbook just received. If you have an extra copy of the newspaper article 
mentioned, I would enjoy reading it. 


I have a collection which may interest you. It is Henry Chapman's personal 
collection of imitation British half pence and farthings. The collection, now 
numbering some 235 coins with at least 165 different varieties, was purchased 
from Chapman by the curator of the Wyoming Valley Historical Society in or 
about 1938. Like Chapman, the Society wanted to do research on the series, 
but never did. The collection was later acquired by a Kingston, Pa. collector 
in whose possession it has remained until this time. The collection is remark- 
able for its condition. Most of the specimens are Very Fine or better; a few 
are UNC. Quite a few of the coins could probably be traced to Machin's Mills. 
The numbers checked on the inclosed list represent different varieties of 
coins in the collection. The price of the collection will be $475.00. Let me 
know if you are interested. I have offered this to no one else. 


Best regards, 


EMPIRE COIN CoO. , INC. 


tbe 
f yy 
7 \ 7 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB:It 
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June 20, 1958 


Mre Q¢ David Bowers 
Empird Coin Co, Inc, 
252 Main Street 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Dave; 


T am very grateful to you for offering me the interesting 
collection of Atkins't Evasions. I have a great many of 
these and do not feel that they are American material, This 
is one of the items I want to straighten out in my forth- 
coming publication, Chapman, Elder, etc. innocently misled 
numismatists in believing these are Bungtowns, They are not. 


As to the mill race at Machin's Millis, two dams of the outlet 
of the lake have, no doubt, been replaced many times and the 
two outlets join together after running some distance, They 
merely look like creek beds today. I found no traces of any 
part of the mill as it was completely removed over 100 years 
ago, The coining press was, no doubt, sold for junk after 
riding around as ballast in the ship, Newburgh, Frankly, 

it is not worth the trip to visit Machin's Mills except 

for nostalgic rease se Thomas Machin's home is still stand- 
ing having been added to and remodeled, It is fairly near 
the mill site, 


It was nice of you to notice the comment about my research 

on the Continental Dollar in the June Scrapbook, I have 
promised to write this entire matter up for the Numismatist 
and you will be very interested to learn that Chapman made 

up the name "Ephraim Getz" without any such person having 
existed and my proof as to Elisha Gallaudet has been verified 
by his family (whatever value that is). 


I am returning the list of Evasions and thank you, again, 
for considering me with respect to ite. se | 


Sineerely yours, 


ERTC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 





~ EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
252) MALLN YS LR EE F OEMS ON CLT Yer Nae 
PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-041 1 








July 8, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 3, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Iam enclosing an unusual item I found while looking through our stock of 
Fugio cents. I believe it is Obverse 4 in your list but I am not positive. 
What appears to be a dot is over the N. Look it over and let me know 
what you think. 


Iam planning a trip to the Machin's Mill Site in about three weeks. I 
hope at that time also to be able to investigate further his personal papers. 
I will apprise you of any new developments. 

Best regards, 

EMPIRE COIN CO. , INC. 


(\ 
Pyare | Ness taka) 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB:Ilt 

Enc. 
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August 29, 1958 


Mre David Bowers 

Empire Coin Company, Inc» 
252 Main Street 

Johnson City, New York 


Dear Dave: 


T am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter from 
Ella Pendleton with respect to the Machins papers. 
T also communicated with some other members of the 
family and they, apparently, have no informations 


I thought you should know this in view of the fact 
that you are trying to delve into the matter thorough- 
ly. I certainly hope these papers were not destroyed 
by whomever got the desk or that you have some other 
lead to other papers which were not in the desk. 


Let me know if you have any encouragement as to 
locating the papers and also what you thought of the 
mill site, 

Kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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Mr. 2. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company, Ine. 
252 Main Street 

Johnson City, New York 


Dear Mr. Bowers: 


This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
July ®, 1958, with enclosure, 


Mr, Newman is on vacation and will return to 
the office about the middle of August, 


Your letter will be brought to his attention 
upon his return to the office, 


Very truly yours, 


Mrs, Ann Barrett 
Secretary to Mr. Newman 


EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
Zoe eAAIN STREET oe hes ON ea Ty, aN. UY. 
PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-0411 








September 2, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter and copy of your correspondence with a member of 

the Machin family. Unfortunately, I have not as yet had a chance to visit the 
Machin's Mill Site. Ihave been away for the past three weeks to the West 

Coast and before that I was quite busy with ''Empire Topics". I will be returning 
to Pennsylvania State University on September 15, to start the fallterm. Most 
of my numismatic research and correspondence will be conducted from my 
Pennsylvania State address whichis: 55 Metzger Building, State College, Pa. 

I hope to have more time at my disposal for research on a number of things, 
including Machin's Mill. 


If you would be interested in writing a brief article about any subject of interest 
for ''Empire Topics", we will be glad to pay well for it. You have probably 
noticed the article in our publication by Walter Breen. Several other prominent 
numismatists have consented to write articles for us. An article, should you care 
to write one, would be most welcome. 


The last want list we have for you on Connecticutt cents is over a year old. When 
you have time, send us your want list of Colonials and all series. 


Sincerely yours, 


EMPIRE COIN CoO. , INC. 
‘i 
Q. David Bowers 
QDB: It 
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September 12, 1958 


Mr.Q. David Bowers 
55 Metager Building 
State College, Pa. 


Dear Dave: 


Thank you for your nice letter of September 2, 
1958, Welcome to Pennsylvania State University. 
May it leave you enough time to do research, 


I will certainly keep in mind your request 
to write a little article for you on one cone 
dition. I do not accept pay. Of course, if 


you want to give me some coins, that would be 
Gelightful. 


I will see if I have a subject which would fit 
well in your mggazine. 


Cordially yours, 


BRIC P,. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 


EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
2a2°MAIN ST REET SOTLN SON SOT Y¥, ely: 
PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-0411 








September 23, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your consideration concerning an article for our Empire Topics. 
Any subject you find of interest will be satisfactory. Perhaps something in the 
colonial or early U.S. field would be most convenient to you. Among the articles 
already scheduled are articles m territorial gold coinages and U.S. pattern and 
transitional issues. 


I am sure I can find a few coins to your liking. In addition to the regular state 
coins I have a number of contemporary Machin's Mills British halfpence. 


I presume you have learned of the unfortunatedeath of one of the foremost col- 
lectors in the early U.S. and colonial field, F.C.C. Boyd. 


Please write to me at my university address: Suite 55, Metzger Bldg.; State 
College, Penna. 


t regards, 


Q. David Bowers 


U. S. COINS * COLONIAL ISSUES * TOKENS * MEDALS * CURRENCY 
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September 26, 1958 


Mr. David Bowers 

Suite 55, Metzger Building 

State College, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dave: 

How about sending me for examination the Machin's 
Mills Half-pence which you state that you have. 

I merely want to examine them for die varities. 


i will try to figure out something interesting to 
write for you. 


Sincerely, 


EPNesklw 





October 3, 1958 


Mr. Q.David Bowers 
Suite 55, Metzger Bldg. 
State College, Penn. 


Dear Daves 


Thank you for your letter of September 30, 1958, with 
enclesures. I will have to weigh them and study them 
a while. 


I am very much interested in knowing what photographs you 
have as 1 want to obtain photographs of as many specimens 
of the interesting Machins Mills pieces as I can. Do you 
have photcgraphs of the 178h piece you enclosed, or the 
1771, or either of the 1778's? If so,covid you send me 
the negatives and I will have prints made from them or 

if you have two positives available for each that would be 
ideal for my file. 


I have suspicions that imitations of 1772, 1775, and others, 
may be American made. I do have a 1785 in my collection. 
This is an intriguing subject. 

I made a big point of one of the 1776 imitations: in my 
article in the Centennial edition of ANS. There are several 
varieties of the 1776. 

I want to try to write something for you and am just trying 
to shake loose my monograph for ANS and an article for 

the Numismatist so that I can give you something for TOPICS. 
My very best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 











EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
Zee MALS SPREE T JOHNSON Gid Yo. Ny ®, 
PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-041 1 








Suite 55, Metzger Building 
State College, Penna. 
October 15, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

ot. Leis: 2, mo. 


Dear Eric: 


Please pardon my slight delay in answering your recent letter. I have been 
quite busy with issue #3 of Empire Topics , attending the N.E.N.A. con- 
vention in Worcester, Mass. and studying. 


Check the 1784 George III piece. I believe the ''4'' of the date may be a cor- 
rected inverted 7. I have photographs of most of the pieces. When you re- 
turn them, I will have Kenneth Bressett photograph these pieces - along with 
a few other colonials. Ken has had wide experience in photographing items 
of this nature. The Vermont plates in the Guidebook are his work. 


A Boston area collector is interested’in the Chapman collection of British 
imitations. I have not as yet given him any definite details as I though you 
might be interested in the included Machin's Mills coins. 


Issue #4 of Empire Topics will feature a large, pricedoffering of Fugio cents 
by your numbers. I would like to give tentative rarity ratings for each var- 
iety in your monograph. This would increase general collector interest in 
the series as the first question always asked is: ''How rare is each variety ?"' 
I have Walter Breen's ideas on the quantities known. If you agree or disagree 
with Walter's ratings, let me know each specific instance. I would like the 
rarity rating to be reasonably accurate. 


Best personal regards, 


Sinc€kely yours, 


Q. David Bowers 


U. S. COINS * COLONIAL ISSUES * TOKENS * MEDALS * CURRENCY 
aaa a AS a RRS SS ee 


October 17, 1958 


Dear Daves 

You asked me for information abput the 
rarity of Pugios . I de not have a copy of Walter's 
arrity ratings so I cannot agree or disagree. You 
can make up your own mind,however from the enclose d 
data which you cannot publish but can use for changing 
any ratings which are w 0g The reason you cannot 
publish it is that it is an article which will be 
published by Damon Douglas . The important thing is 
that othe circled ¥ numbers are the numbers remaining 
in the Bank of New York hoard.These mustx all& be rated common 
as they were dished out in the past and this is what 
is left. The number of specimens examined is what 
Douglas saw,in other collections. 

Now as to the ChapmanZE collection of imitations 
I have all of them but would like very much to improve two 
of mine by swapping identical varities.Mine are not too 
far below those I want to substitute for.If you are going to 
sell the collection I will add one you do not have to make 
things even.How about it? 

I have a thought about what I promised to write 
for your magazine.How about explaingng the Machins Mills 
problem and asking people to examine their George III 
halfpence and see what new varieites and types they have 
so the matter can be cleared upe I can explaing that 
other mints than Machins were in operation and that the 
counterfeiting laws did not exist in certain areas as to 
copper coins. I dont want to spoil my monograph but I can 
give enough of the problems to be interesting and stimulating 
and I hope provoking of correspondence. 

f have a set up to take pictures here so I will 
take those which I asked for. 

Let me know what you think and 
excuse the horrible typing. 














EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
Coe MAINO STREET POR SO Nou RE YA sae 
PHONE 9-310] EVENINGS 7-041 1 








Suite 55, Metzger Bldg. 
State College, Penna. 
October 21, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
ot, Lonis 2, Mo. 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for the information concerning Fugio rarities. Issue #4 of Empire 
Topics (ready about Dec.10th) will have a priced listing of Fugios. The addition 
of approximate rarity ratings will be of interest to many. I have been calling 
attention to the colonial American coins and will continue to do so in Empire 
Topics. The reason is not particularly to sell coins, but rather to open up new 
areas of collecting. The main difficulty with colonials is the lack of available 
references. Your $1.00 monograph of Fugio and Continental coinages is a step 
in the right direction. 


An article explaining the Machins Mills problem and halfpence connected therewith 
would be interesting. A few illustrations of coins you consider appropriate would 
be helpful also. If you prefer, I can have line drawings made. 


You mentioned you wanted to trade colonials in payment for the article. There 

is no better time to begin than the present. Keep any of the imitations you don't 
already have in equal condition. Don't replace them with your duplicates; you 
may find the duplicates of use in trading for other Machin's Mills items. I have 
two or three other Machin's Mills pieces around. I will probably run across them 
when I go throughé group of unattributed Connecticuts. 


Perhaps you would find it interesting to go through the other 200 or so coins, 


mostly Bungtowns, in the Chapman collection before itiis: sold. If you would 
like to look through it for information or particular varieties, you are welcome 


to do so. 
Best or ; 
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“The article may be sollousy you might net even write me agein, 





October 21,, 1958 


Mre %« David Bowers 
Suite 55, Metzger Bldg. 
State College, Penna, 


Dear Daves 


Your very nice letter of October 21, 1958, is at hand, 1 
appreciate the opportunity of improving my Machin's Mills 
pieces but it would bother me unless I could give you something 
4n exchange,as I suggested, | 


I would be very interested in seeing the two or three other 
Machin's Mills pieces which you indicate you have somewhere 
and I would like, very much, to go through any Chapman coins 
whibh do not have evasive legends, The word "Bungtown", is, 
ef course, improperly used by Chapman 4s, eventually, I will 
show that "Bungtom" means imitation halfpence with the regu- 
lar legend rether then the evasive legend, Of course, if it 
ie easier for you to ship me all of the Chapman items I would 
be delichted to sec them. 


Ag to an article which I would write for you, I want you to 
realize that you should not feel obligated with respect te 
4%. T donot write for value to be received, I write for fun, 
If you feel like giving me any coins later that is up to yous 





Ken Bressett sent me the plates of the Vermont coins and has 
been very helpful to me in my monograph on miscellaneous 
Massachusetts silver which will be published shortly by ANS. 


Dre Clain-Stefanelli is coming to see me shortly te discuss 
with me problems concerning the exhibition of coins in the new 
Wational Museum. I am going to show him all my gadgetry. 

As to the Chapman material and the other Machin's Mills pieces, 
— want to thank you, again, for your kindness, 


Sincerély, 


BPN/ath 











EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. Ke 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
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PHONE 9-310] EVENINGS 7-041 1 






Suite 55, Metzger Bldg. 
State College, Penna. 
September 30, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Street 
St. Louisa 2,sAo. 


Dear Eric: 


Iam enclosing with this letter fourteen imitation British halfpence and one 
imitation farthing. These are a part of the original Henry Chapman collection 
of Bungtown tokens I mentioned to you earlier. I have photographs of most 
of these pieces, in case you would ever want them for reference. When you 
return them, send them back to my State College, Pa. address instead of 
Johnson City. 


I have seen imitation halfpence of the following years: 1747, 1771, 1776, 
L775, L778, 1781, 1784, 1787 and. 1768; Do you have any of other years? 


I771's of certain varieties resemble Vermont Ryder 27; 1787's likewise, 
except Ryder 13. 


Best regards, 
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EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
252 MAIN SLR EET PONS ON “Cr Yo UN... Y. 
PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-0411 








November 5, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. 1ivotlis 2, Mo. 


Dear Eric: 


I am sending under separate cover the Chapman collection of''Bungtown'! 
halfpence. The shipment weighs about five pounds, so I would guess that 
it will take a week or so to reach you. 


Issue #3 of Empire Topicsis in the mail. It contains an auction inaddition to 
the regular priced offerings. Lot no.1 is a Maris 7-E date under plow beam 
New Jersey cent, the second of this variety we have handled within recent 
months. 


Send the article whenever you have it ready. Perhaps an illustration or two 
would help point out the similarity of these pieces to certain Vermont and 
Connecticut issues. I will tentatively schedule the article to appear in issue 
#6 or #7 (#4 is nearly completed and will be in the mail about Dec. 5th; #5 
will start an article on U.S. transitional coins). 


I wish you luck in finding something of interest in the Chapman material. 


Sincerely, 
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October 31, 1958 


Mr. Q.David Bowers 
Suite 55, Metzger Bldg., 
State College, Penn. 


Dear Daves 


Under separate cover I am returning the imitation 
halfpence, etc. which you were nice enough to 

send me having improved some of my coins with them 
as you indicated. To ease my conscience I heve 
sent along an uncirculated genuine halfpence so 
that you can see the difference, I appreciate 
your cooperation very much. 


I look forward to receiving the other ones from 
you if it is convenient. 


I am putting down miscellaneous notions as to 
the article for your TOPICS and hope I can stimu- 
late people into helping solve the riddle. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


252 MAIN STREET JOHNSON CITY, N. Y. < 
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James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S$. — 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman Sel 6 biter shiry Boge 
Edison Brothers Stores,Inc. | 
400 Washington Avenue | ye 
St. Louis 2, Mo. ie Ft Ont A 


Dear Eric: 


Pardon my hiatus from correspondence. I have been busy with a number of 
things, including several trips, issue #4 of Empire Topics and our auction 
of November 26th. 


Enclosed you will find pages 16 and 17 from Empire Topics#4. These pages 
show the new varieties of the Fugios. A few copies were printed with the 
plates of 17-WW and 19-SS transposed - such is the case with the enclosed copy. 


I trust you received the Chapman Bungtown token collection in good order. I 
have had no word on this, so I am asking-to be sure they arrived safely. I will 
continue to send Machin's Mills pieces as I get them in. 


In regards to the whereabouts of the Machin papers, I suggest you check the 
reference section of all 1889 centennial of Sullivan's march (Easton, Pa. to N.Y. 
state-lake regions -I am sure you are more than familiar with this) publications. 

In moving to Johnson City, my notes on Machin's Mills became misplaced. I 
recall a book about 1 1/2-2 inches thick with a red cover which mentioned thar 
existence in 1885. This same book quoted also the surveying chain distances 

from Easton to Upper N.Y. state - figures that are also found in Simm!'s Schoharie 
County book. The book in question was an official publication of the centennial 
committee, if I remember corréctly. It is indexed under Sullivan, not Machin. 


The offizial 1790 census figures give the numbers in Machin's Newburgh town 
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household. Perhaps you are familiar with these figures also. The only other 
member of the contract living in Newburgh in 1790 was Grier. 


I can also give you sources for Machin's early life and military career. Most 
of this material would not be new to you. References concerning his activities 
in the 1780's are few and far between - with the exception of his exploits 
against the Onandaga Indians. 


When I purchased the coin collection of the Wyoming Valley (Pa.) Historical 
Society several years ago I was surprised at the content of the colonial coins. 
Connecticut settlers moved to the Wyoming Walley in great numbers during 
1787-8-9, a fact which accounts for the many Connecticut copper coins found 
in their accumulation. These coins had been given to the Society in groups and 
in ones and twos during the intervening years. A substantial number of the 
Connecticut coins were small head Machin's Mills pieces. Although these are 
not related to the regular Connecticut coppers imported from that state, they 
may show that the Wyoming Valley (the center of the N.E. Penna. area) was 
an outlet for many of the M.M. products. 


More of this another time. It is rather late, and I must get some sleep before 
morning. Let me know what references you have consulted in reference to 
Machin, I will add any I know of that you don't list. I will give you any information 


I have which may be of use. 


st regards, 


Q. David Bowers 
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December 12, 1958 


Mr.Q.David Bowers 
Suite 55, Metzger Bidg. 
State College, Pennsylvania 


Dear Dave: 


The Bungtowns arrived and have been partially 
looked over. There are a few duplicates in 
the group and I am wondering what I should do 
to add these to my collection. There are also 
two others which I would enjoy having for the 
laugh. None of these coins ever circulated 

in the United States and Mr.Elder and his 
theories are more or less ridiculous. I know 
you won't accept this statement but I am ready 
to prove ite 


I very much enjoy your letters and look forward 
to hearing from you very soon again, , 
A Happy Holiday to you. | 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 














December 12, 1958 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
“Suite 55, Metzger Bldg. 
State College, Penn. 


Dear Dave: 


I hasten to reply to your nice letter of December 8. Follow- 
ing your suggestion I have found out that the publication 

you refer to is "Journals of the Military Expedition of Major 
General John Sullivan Against the Six Nations of the Indians, 
in 1779, and Records of Centennial Celebration" compiled by 
John 3. Conover under the direction of Frederick Cook, Secre~ 
tary of State of New York and published by the State of New 
York, . This publication apparently included a previous publi- 
Gation entitled "Centennial Proceedings of Waterloo,(New York) 
Library and Historical Society". It also included four 
addresses by Reverend David Craft, in 1879, given at Blmira, 
Waterloo, Geneseo, and Aurora, New York. There is also a 
substantial write-up in the Massachusetts Historical Society 
proceedings of October, 1886, by Justin Windsor. 


This ought to refresh your memory sufficiently so that you 
can tell me where and under what circumstances the Machins 
Papers were mentioned. 


I am going to write to every historical society in Western 
New York to try to find these papers and if you know of any 
libraries or librarians that might give us a lead, it would 
be most helpful, 


You asked me for my information Mn Machin's Mills and in go 
far as book material is concerned the two books by Ruttenber, 
Simms,and Crosby are the only printed sources I have. I also 
have a couple of law suits which give minor information con- 
cerning real estate. Put on your thinking cap and let's find 
these papers, 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 








December 12, 1958 


Mr.Q.David Bowers 
Suite 55, Metsger Bldg. 
State College, Penn. 


Dear Daves 


I have to write you separate letters on separate sub- 
jects. 


The Fugio material is a very nice contribution of your 
EMPIRE TOPICS. I only wish I had known that you were 
going to pubish the additional varieties, etc. as I 

am enclosing pictures of two additional obverse types, 
one being an impression from the Yale die and the other 
being a new and unlisted die very similar to the New 
Haven restrike obverse. The latter piece I have in my 
collection, in silver, and has the same reverse as the 
New Haven dies. There are other additions also but 
they could be added to another issue if you care LO-6 


There is a rather glaring error in which you say that 
101 and 103 are eletrotypes. This is not trve and I 

can give you a lot of material on this subject. No 
doubt. you will have some collectors comments so the 
entire matter might be added to subsequently. In any 
event will you send me five copies of the publication 
when it comes out. If there is any chance of correcting 
it, let me know immediately and I will be glad to help 
yous 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb — 
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V January 15, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis Z, Mo. 


Dear Eric, 
Happy New Year! May 1959 be an enjoyable year for you and your family. 


Writing material for our next auction, a trip to the west coast and the past 
holidays account in part for my delay in writing to you. Thank you for the 
two pictures of the new Fugio obverses. Please send information concerning 
these pies as well as any others notlited in my recent revision. What are 
the details concerning obverses 101 and 103? If you will furnish me with 
anyadditional information concerning the Fugios, I will publish a listing of 
further revisions to the series. Since my article appeared I have discovered 
anew reverse; tentatively ''KK" from its similarity to your reverse K. 


I will write you for infamation concerning Massachusetts cents and half cents 
in your possession at a later date. For the present you may be able to help 
me by supplying information on the following Mass.items: 1787 cents: 1-B 
and 2a-F, all 1788 cents with reverse M, and any new obverses, reverses 

or mulings not listed by Ryder. Do you have a 1-B 1787? Incidentally, I be- 
lieve this piece to be a contemporary counterfeit - maker unknown. Do you 
have a 2a-F? If so, what is its condition and pedigree and do you have a 
photograph of the piece? What mulings with 1788 reverse M do you have? 

If possible, could you supply photos of all different M combinations in your 
collection? This data is for a new reference of Mass.cents and half cents 
that I have been working on. It will be published within a year, I hope. There 
is still some work to be done on condition censuses, rarities and descriptions 
of new varieties. I will contact you within a month concerning the conditions 
of the pieces you own. 


Jim Ruddy has agreed to let you select certain items from the Bungtown col- 


lection at a cost of $4.50 per coin. This will include any of the better condition 
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pieces and pieces not listed by Atkins as well as any of the others you may 
want. When you have taken the items of interest, please mail the collection 
back to me at my university address. There is another person who is inter- 
ested in buying the collection (or what remains of it). 


How is the Machin's Mills research coming along? Have you written to the 
historical societies in the Newburgh area? Perhaps the archives at Albany 


would contain information relative to Machin and perhaps the mus there 
would have a few of the coins. Any news concerning the Machin papers \_ 
I have a dozen or so imitation halfpence you haven't examined yet. There 


mostly in miserable condition. You will be welcome to pick out any you can 
use. 


We have discovered a new New Jersey muling, the date under plowbeam 

obverse 7 with reverse C. This is an extremely important discovery as it > 

definitely Jinks the 7 obverse with the IMMUNIS COLUMBIA, GEN. WASH- 

INGTON,, heraldic eagle dies of the Birmingham(?)mint. 
~ 
A 
£ 
wr 


Write at your convenience. 


ape 
a yours, 4 


Q. David Bowers 


Suite 55, Metzger Bldg. 
State College, Penna, 


se 

univ.address: 4. 
$ 

S 
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January 20,1959 


Wie .David Bowers: 


Dear Dave: | | 
I certainly enjoy your letters as you seem to-be’as 
active aS you can be considering that you are going to school 
at the same time. You are a discoverer first class. : 
I congratulate you xk on the discovery of the New 
Jersey 7-C . Reverse C was kept at ilachin Mills in my opinion 
in the hopes of using it for Federal coinage.It was made in 
England and was used on the IMMUNIS,the WASHINGTON etc.It had 
nothing to do with New Jersey. The New Jersey coiners copied it 
in 1786 and after the Federal coinage franchise was lost then 
Reverse 0 was sent for use in New Jersey.How many people realize 
that Reverse C was not used on 1786 coinage at all when it was the 
mother die. I would like to have a picture ané@ the weight of your 
new find but hope you will publish it soon in your magazine. 
As to Massachusetts 1 presume you have Ken Bressett's 
pictures.-He sent me a set and I guess he is not speaking to me 
any more because I am declaring his pine tree shilling discovery 
a forgery (1955 Numismatist). My book on Massachusetts silver is 
in galley proof now and will be published shortiy. 
| My Massachusetts copper is very sketchy as I never 
tried to get anything but major variexties.I do not have a 1-B 
cent of 1787. I do have a lovely HM Za-F and enclose a pictura,’ 
It has much red .I do not know its source other than Newcomer-Green,. 
Please check Jenks 5459. The piece in Crosby is. Parmalee 351 to 
Mills 195 to Jackman 90 .Another one is Mickley 2390 to cogan to 
Bushnell 778 to Wight and is in good condition only.The one in 
Johns Hopkins is in good condition only and may be this coin. 
Please send ime several extra copes of Empire Topics. No.4 
the Bungtown watter will be briefs 1 enjoyed, studying then | 
anc since I, am convinced they never circulated in America I cannot 
Pet excited about it.-L would not sleep) nieve it T paid $4.50 per 
as most of mine cost 10¢ or 20¢ each. They are on their way back 
and please dont take my attitude as indicating they are not worth 
the §4.50 as I know nothing of. value. | 
| Please sond me the other Machins Mills pieces regardless 
of how poor their condition might be. é 
| If you think I havent been working I want you to know 
T have written N.Y.Historical,N.Y .State Library Albany,Cornell Univ. 
Oneida Hist Soc,Cobleskill Library,the hontgomery County Historian, 
Mrs.Berdan in Schoharie,Cooperstown iuseum,Otsego C.Hist Soc. and 
Buffalo Hist Soc. I wondsr if I'll catch a fish. You gave me new 
hope. 






| As to Fugios I would like a picture of the KK and the 
obverse with which it cories. I have dreams of republishing all 
the Fugio stuff if Damon Douglas does not.101 and 103 are not 
electros but were restrikes made in 1855+60 in various. metals. 
I refer you to the Whitman sale'wherea a copper, brass, and so called 
silver bunch were struck.1 saw them recently and altho the, silver 
one was White metal they were struck pieces.I have se2n electros 
but there are fancy resbrikes like the 1l0O5-EE in gold and in silver, 
Have inade a wonderful diseovery.of Connecticut coinage» 
records. will be abbe to show the’ mint didnt Close 'in the summer 
of 1787 as the report says. Of course You, can answer that any fool 
knows thet because of the guantity of 9787s and the production of 
LT SOR 4%: AE, | 
Saat es Ae ee’ vy best wishes for continued success. and 
I Look (‘forward to the day Whe nm Weensitg 4 meet | ; . 


VinGerely; 





January 27, 1959 


Mr.Q. David Bowers 
Suite 55, Metzger Bldg. 
State College, Penn, 


Dear Daves 


Enclosed in duplicate is a suggested article 

for your EMPIRE TOPICS. I tried to be brief 
and am trying very hard to stimulate assistance 
from others instead of assuming we know every=- 
thing. Please feel free to make any suggestions 
and I will be glad to revise it, add to it, etc. 


Since I progised I would write up something 
for you I thought this was the type of thing 
which would create interest in your publication. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


BPN/atb 











EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
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PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-0411 








Suite 55, Metzger Building 
State College, Penna. 
January 31, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2; Mo. 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for sending the article about Machin's Mills. It may not turn up 
anything, but then it may. It will probably appear in issue #7 or 8 of E.T. 

We are completely out of copies of ET#4. We have 500 copies on hand reserved 
for a Library Edition of issues #1-6, but these are being saved. We have had 
quite a few request for a library edition, so are planning to issue one for about 
$2-$3, a price collectors can afford. 


Enclosed are about a dozen British halfpence interspersed with imitations 
thereof. Keep any you can use. Enclosed also is some information relative 
to Thomas Machin, 


The 7-C New Jersey is in Good condition only. I have a miserable photo of it 
and will try to take a better one. Do not as yet have a picture of the Fugio 
reverse ''KK", but will take one soon. Send a few photos of M.M. halfpence 
for use with your article. Congratulations on the discovery of the Connecticut 
coinage records. Someone (I don't remember who) told me once that you have 
the original punches (letters and ¢inquefoils) for the Conn.and Fugio coins. 


Na am sending along with this letter a form I am using to compile data on Mass. 
a copper coins. Kindly fill it out for any you may have. Incidentally, relative to 
*’ the 2a-F, specimens are owned by (1)yourself, (2) A.N.S.-Abt. Good, banged 
f () up (3) private N.J. collection-Abt.Good, banged up. (4) Johns Hopkins - good, 
_-@ havent seen. Ihave no information as yet on the content of the Boyd, Norweb 
or Mass.Hist.Soc. collections, eo do not know if there are additional specimens; 
Do you know of any others? Pardon the hurried typing of this letter. 
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February h, 1959 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Suite 55, Metzger Building 
State College, Pennsylvania 


Dear Dave: 


T have clarified a few spots in the Machin's Mills 
article which I wrote for you and enclose the same 
herewith. Would you be kind enough to return the 
copy which I sent you as I have no carbon. I am 
also enclosing pictures which you may use as illus- 
trations. 


I have filled in the data on my Massachusetts pieces 
and, unfortunately, my collection is very meager. 





Is your 7+C New Jersey for sale, even if it is in 
punk condition, and, if so, please let me know. 


I do have a few of the punches for the ornaments on 
the Connecticut and Fugio coinage and I imagine it 
is Richard Picker who told you. 


The Crosby plate 2 a+-F should stiow up in either the 
Boyd or Norweb collections and I will try to get the 
data on the Boyd collection. , You will have no trouble 
getting the information fpvom Mss. Norweb. 


As soon as I have the opportunity to study the coins 
you sent I will see if there are any I can use. 


Keep up the good work! 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 


EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. he 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
— Members A.N.A., A. N. S. — 
252 MAIN STREEF SO FESS GEN Gay Yeo OF. 
PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-0411 





55 Metzger Bldg. 
State College, Penna. 
February 6, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores,Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Eric: 


Are you in a position to get data on the Boyd Maasachusetts cents and half 
cents? This information is vital as Boyd had what he described as new 
varieties. Aletter from Mrs. Norweb in relation to the Mass.copper coins 
reached Johnson City today, hut has not been forwarded to me yet. I would 
like to know how many 2a-F's there are in‘existence. Boyd and Norweb 
may each have one. I have reason to believe (I hope you will be able to 
confirm this) that the Parmelee-Mills-Jackman coin is now in the Boyd es- 
tate vialillyer Ryder. 


Iam sending under separate cover a booklet from the Penn State library 
concerning the locations of various historical manuscripts, etc. The section 
on New York state may farnish you with some ideas concerning the whereabouts 
of the Machin papers. As the book is due to be returned to the library on the 
th, please send it back as soon as possible.In addition, there may be some 
information of interest in ''The Order Book of Capt. Leonard Bleecker...'! 

published in 1865 by Jos. Sabin of NYC. Supposedly only 250 copies were 

Fy ain An introduction by the well-known past New York state historian 

nd writer, f,.B.Hough gives some data pertinent to T.M. I have not seen 

fn the book; my knowledge of it comes from bibliographies and footnotes. Perhaps 

the information is merely copied from Simms, as is often the case when I 
fp hehe - investigate the source of a T.M. reference. 










Re: imitation halfpence. I have seen another copy of the 1784 with the "long, 
stringy neck''(as Chapman called it). I believe you have the one from the 

C. collection. 1 mention this only as you might be keeping a list of rarityfatings. 
A carbon copy of the M.M.article is returned with this letter. Thanks for the 
photos to go with it. 


Two photos of the new 7-C New Jersey cent are enclosed. They are not particul- 
arly good photos, but they are the best I have here at Penn State. The 7-C 
is for sale only if we retain permission to give full publicity to the coin regarding 


its discovery and its importance (as both a date-under-plowbeam cent and 
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as a ''missing link" in the N.J. coinage). When the new Boyd-Breen book 
appears, considerable attention will be given to this solitary 7-C, so I 
have been told. Walter was amazed when he saw it and said it was the most 
important discovery since Maris! publication of the original reference. 

Our price for the 7-C is $1250.00, either cash or in trade for worthwhile 
U.S. coins. The 7-E (Spiro specimen) in our sale of Nov. 26th last sold for 
$460 to a dealer who subsequently resold it for a profit. The 7-E is more 
"common" as there are at least four known in all; in addition the Spiro coin 
was in miserable condition without a visible date. I might also add that we 
have sold a 7-E in VF condition for a price well over our asking price for 
the 7-C. Don't take all of this to be a sales talk. I haven't actively tried 

to sell the coin yet. However, if you would like to see it, I will ask Jim 
to send it to you, 


Sincerely yours, 


— Pack 








February 13,1959 


Dear Dave, 

The pictures which you 
indicated were enclosed in the 
February 6, 1959 letter were not 
enclosed. 


Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 





Wlemo From .. 


Q. DAVID BOWERS 
252 Main Street 
Johnson City, New York 


Put. 16, 17S 7 
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Box 722 
State College, Penna. 
March 18, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores,Inc. 
400 Washington Street 

ot. Louis Z, Mo. 


Dear Eric: 


You will notice that my new mailing address is: Box 722; State College, 
Penna. This post office box is mainly for convenience - mail will reach 
me faster. 


The new Massachusetts reference will list and illustrate your 2a-F 1787 
cent. Would you like to have your name mentioned as its owner? In ad- 

dition, your name will be mentioned in the introduction as a contributor 
of data. I would like your written permission for this. 


Do you have any information not listed in Crosby (or Ryder) concerning the 
origin of the Massachusetts 1787 and 1788 coppers? Do you have any infor- 
mation or theories concerning the origins of the 1776 LIBERTY AND VIRTUE 
copper, the 1776 MASSA. PROV copper now in A.N.S. or the 1776 three- 
headed STATE OF MASSA, halfpenny? Do you have access to the material 
in the F,C.C.Boyd estate - either the Massachusetts coins themselves or 
information Boyd may have had concerning new varieties, etc. ? 


Another 1784 Machin's Mills (?) halfpenny - variety with the long, stringy 
neck - has been reported to me. It is owned by an Ambler, Pa. collector. 
I have seen a rubbing of the piece, and so far as 1 can tell, it is no better 
condition-wise than your coin or your duplicate now owned by me. Any 
new developments with the Machin research? Were the addresses of the 
N.Y. manuscript-owning institutions of any help? Your article about the 
M.M, pieces will appear in issue #7 or #8 of Empire Topics. 


I see by the Wall Street Journal that you had a most successful year last 
year. Judging from the price trend in the past weeks, I would do well to buy 


a few of your common shares. 


Best personal regards, 
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3/19/59 


Dear Dave, 


In the Chapman sale of the 
W.C.Eaton collection held May 
7, 1929, there is a Massachusetts 
cent with reversed claws, Crosby 
2a~-F, Lot no. 70, described as 
"rood" but badly bruisxed on the 
edge. 


Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 








March 23, 1959 


Mr. Qe David Bowers 
Box 722 
State College, Penna. 


Dear Dave: 


I sent you a little memorandum about a specimen of 2a-F and 
hope you get it even though your address is changed. 


With respect to using my name as the owner of the 2aF, which 
is illustrated in your coming reference list, you may do 
whatever you think is best. I certainly would have no ob- 
jection. 


I will have access to study material in the Boyd Estate but 
not for the immediate present, It is a shame to do without 
data which could be obtained there but it is too close to 
Mr.Boyd's death, 


As far as the three Massachusetts 1776 items, there is no 

real information of which I am aware. There is always the 
danger of them being phonies, also. You will note that the 
seated figure on one of them is very similar to the so-called 
1784 halfpenny which is not Machin's Mills but which may be 
the counterfeit referred to in the petition to the Connecticut 
legislature for coining Connecticut coppers. I presume you 
know that one of the 1776 Massachusetts coppers is illustrated 
in the A.N.S. exhibit of 191) and one is illustrated in Storer's 
Numismatics of Massachusetts. There is one on the frontispiece 
of either Crosby or Dickeson. Before you write up this matter 
let me dig in my notes. 


f have some new information on Machin's Mills, specifically, 
that the Machin's papers were still in the hands of Mr. Simms | 
when he died. At least I have checked every reasonable Histori- 


cal Society and Library in New York State in searching for them. . 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


| BY, 


—. 


Mareh 26, 1959 


Urs Q. David Bowers 
Box 722 
State College, Pa.« 


Dear Daves 


I just discovered some real hot news. The Fugio coppers 
were made in New York City. I found this in doing re- 
search on Connectient coinage background and I also am 
coming to the opinion that Bushnell's comments on the 
existence of a Westville Mint and a Morrie Cove Mint, 
near New Haven, are withovt basis of fact. 


If you wish to learn more about Massachusetts copper 
coinage I suggest that you read the Boston newspapers, 
on microfilm, covering the period 1786 threugh 1788. 

I am sure you can get the microfilm through inter- 
library loan and that you will find loads of other coin 
references, in addition. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E°N/atb 





An important message from . 


EMPIRE COIN COMPANY , INC, 


Thank you for your advance order for the Library Edition of Empire 
Topics, issues #1 through #6. Copies are expected from the bindery 
within three weeks. Return the coupon below with your remittance of 
$2.75. As soon as we receive the Library Editions your copy will be 
sent postpaid. 

Beginning with issue #7 Empire Topics will be issued on a yearly sub- 
scription basis. Complete details appear in issue #6. Kindly disregard 
the subscription notice when you receive that issue. As a buyer of the 
Empire Topics Library Edition you will receive your subscription free 


of charge. 


May 18, 1959 





Mre Qe David Bowers 
Box 722 
State College, Penn. 


Dear Daves 


Thank you for the nice comment you made about me in your 
recent EMPIRE TOPICS. It is beyond the call of duty. | 


I think you are doing a wonderful job in the eccoin field 

and I admired, particularly, your comments with respect to 
the 1913 nickel, 180) dollar, 188) and 5 trade dollars, ete. 
This is the type of straight-forward honesty which coin col- 
lecting really needs. I am sure you will be amused to know 
that the chances are good that the gold Immune Columbia, 

in the Smithsonian collection, which Stickney exchanged 

for an 180) dollar the day after he got the. gold piece, has 
about as good a pedigree as the 180) dollar. He apparently 
had it struck off in similar fashion over an English guinea. 
He knew it was unique and if he thought it were genuine he 
would have been a rather strange collector to have parted 
with it the day after he got it. Of course, he knew it 

was bad and he knew the coin he was trading it for was bad, 
go no one really got hurt. 


You were nice enough to send me some counterfeit halfpence 

to see if they could add to my varieties. George Fuld sent | 
me about fifty more. It seems as though it is endless. 
I am returning those which I already have. 


My very best wishes to yous 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN 








EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. fe 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
A. N. A. Life Members, A. N. S. 


Z2a2 MAILNOSTREET POHINS OM: Chip ON, 
PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-0411 


June 3, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Pardon my delay in answering your recent letters. I have been preoccupied 
with convention travel and, more recently, final exams. I am now at our 
Johnson City address for the summer. Your article concerning Machin's 
Mills halfpence will appear in the next issue of ''Empire Topics, '' No. 7. 
This issue is being prepared now and will probably be mailed some time 

in July. 


I just finished reading your new A.N.S. monograph about the Good Samaritan 
shilling. I congratulate you on a research job well done. 


Is there any chance that you will have access to the F.C. C. Boyd collection 
within the next year? I would like to ascertain the content of the 1787-8 
Massachusetts material therein. Except for this, basic research concerning 
varities is now just about completed. There are quite a few new coins not 

listed by Ryder, particularly in the 1788 cents. I would like to publish sometime 
in the fall, but perhaps this date will have to be pushed ahead somewhat. 


Best personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 





Q/ David Bowers 


QDB:rf 
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June S, 1959 


Mr. Dave Bowers 

Empire Coin Company 
252 Main Street 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Dave: 


I am glad you have completed your school year even though 
burdened by coins. You are certainly working your way 
through college in a very cultured occupation. 


Thank you for your comments on the Good Samaritan as you 
are one of the few who would understand it. It was a 
brutal workout, as you can imagine. | 


I believe I will have access to the Boyd collection and 
think you should hold up publication of your work until 
that has been checked. 


I am enclosing, for your Massachusetts, work whenever you 
publish it, the interesting article I found in an old 
newspaper. I have also found the speech of the Governor 
of Massachusetts indicating that Massachusetts cents are 
about to be issued, this epeech being late in 1787. I also 
have some data which explains why the Massachusetts coppers 
are in the denominations of half cent and cent, this being 
to comply with the October, 1786 resolution of the Con- 
tinental Congress. I believe this should be made very 
clear in anything you write on the subject. Of course 
Crosby has the bulk of the material already known. 


I believe you were going to send me a picture of the new 

Fugio varieties you located. Naturally, you would like to 
publish them first but I would like them for my files as 

I have dreamed of a master opus on that subject. 

Best wishes for a very pleasant summer, 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb a 





EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, Inc. 


James F. Ruddy Q. David Bowers 
A. N. A. Life Members, A. N. S. 
252 MAIN STREET JOHNS ON:CYl TY, ON. ¥. 
PHONE 9-3101 EVENINGS 7-041 1 








August 11, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Iam sending with this letter the first copy received of our Empire Topics 
No. ¢7. Your article appears on all of page 18 and on part of page 19. In 
addition, Iam sending 25 extra copies to you under separate cover. I hope 
that the typography of the article is to your liking and that the article 

will help accomplish part of its purpose--to reveal some new information 
concerning Machin's Mills. 


Please forgive me for being somewhat delinquent in letterwriting this summer, 
I have been away for at least one month of the time and the other weeks were 
Spent with most of the staff out on vacation. Consequently, most of my time has 
been occupied with writing ads, Empire Topics and filling orders. Regretfully, 
I have not even had time to do additional research on my Massachusetts project. 


I enjoyed very much reading the lead article in this month's Numismatist, yours 
concerning the maker of the 1776 Continental dollar. Your argument sounds quite 
convincing--much better than anything that has been proposed previously. I en- 


joyed the mention of your detection of the inaccuracy of the Chapman theory. 


Best personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


E E COIN CO, , INC, 


(2. David Bowers 
QDB:Ilt 
Enc, 
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September 1, 1959 


Mre Q. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Co. Ince 
252. Main Street 
Johnson City,, New York 


Dear Dave: 


I want to thank you for sending me the Guide Book 
and the extra copies of your Empire Topics contains 
ing my little article on Machins Mills. I also 

want to thank you for your nice comments on the 
Continental Dollars research. You seem to get a 
Ykick" out of my needling Messrs.CGhapman as I an 
convinced they. made up stories whenever it was con 
venient. 


Would it now be possible for you to send me photos 
of the new Fugio varieties which have come to your b 
attentions, If you prefer you could lend me the 7 
negatives so that I can have prints made. “3 f 


tT am certainly glad your business is rolling along 


nicely and hope that it puts you through college as 
well as provides a source of income in the future. 


Sincerely, 


-EPN/atb 
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 Bapi te Coin Company, inc. 
» 252 Main Street. 
Johnson date New York 


eS Pe eile, Oy Ren Gentlenen: 


duly 5, 1960 


ees i 4s eae tow were “very nice to send me a copy of the new. 
ee am. La tal Guide Book and I sincerely appreciate eas ce 


T have. been working hard on. my research and you 
have been working toric ae on research and paying and 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


“Ye David ©.Bowers 
70 Court St. 
Binghamton ,N.Y. 


Dear Dave: 


fi neec your help for the eventual publication 
of a book on the subiect of Fugio coppers.I have assenbled 
& great deal of new information and yOu can continue 
to add to ite 


1. Please send me two Glossy prints of the doubla 
struck Fugio in your issue No 2, If you cant do that 
Please sand me an uncirculatea double struck piece so tha ¢ 
I can take a picture of both Sides of the coin.Perhaps 
you should send the coin anyhow so I can photo the reverse 6 


<e Please send me a list of all the varities of 
Gouble struck pieces which you have in this group. I need 
this data because it shows that the striking apparatus 
Was off balance and that the coins jumped ert after being 
struck . After they juxcped out completelytae dies struck 
together causing the coumon appearance of *hre obverse 
impression partly on the reverse and vise verss. 


Thanks so ruch for your help. 


Enclosed in my subscription for your publication 


best regards, 


Eric P.Newman 
400 Washington AVG@e, 
SteLouis § 2 “Mo, 





BOWERS COIN COMPANY, INC. 
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March 18, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St.Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your ktter. It was nice to hear from you again. I 
have been so busy that I am afraid that I have fallen behind in 
letter writing. 


I am sending along a few double struck Fugio cents for your ex- 
amination. Return them at your earliest convenience, in case some- 
one should order one. 


How are you coming with Machin's Mill? I haven't heard about this 
subject for many months. Also, how is the 1804 dollar book com- 
ing along. If an 1804 dollar is worth near $30,000.00 then, by 
any rational reasoning, a Getz silver half dollar should be worth 
$50,000.00 and continental dollars should be worth $1000 each! 


Let me hear from you again. I noticed that Edison Brothers Stores 
stock went to 83 and receded, and I wondered why. 





- David Bowers 


Encl/ 


SPECIALISTS IN U. $. COINS, TOKENS AND PAPER MONEY—NUMISMATIC RESEARCH 
Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, A.N.A., A.N.S. 





March 21, 1961 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
The Bowers Company 
70Court Street 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Daves 


if I had known that we were both going to write on 

the same subject for the COIN WORLD we certainly 

could have combined forces. Apparently everyone wanted 
to get into the act, which certainly is complimentary 
to the newspaper. | 
There is some information which you brought to light 
which I would very much like to have. 


1. What is the date of the Proskey letter to 
Beistle and what is your sowree of this item? 
ft contradicts certain matters and I wonder 
how much it can be believed. 


2. You state that the Confederate die is at the 
Louisiana Historical Society. Have you ever 
seen it or do you know anyone who has? There 
are both a Louisiana Historical Society and 
a Louisiana Historical Association, and I 
would like to clear this matter up in my mind. 


Would you be nice enough to give me this information. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
 EPN/atb 





Mareh 29, 1961 


Mr.eQ David Bowers 
Bowers Coin Company 
70 Court Street 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Dave: 


in your article on Confederate Coinage you men- 
tioned that Elliot W. Smith owns the two splash- 
ings of the Confederate Half Dollar. I would 
like to obtain a picture of one of these but 

i do not know the adcress of Mr. Smith. TI 

used the New York Telephone Directory and 

found one at 313 East S6th Street but that 
gentleman wrote me that he was a retired attorney, 
living in Poughkeepsie, and did not know from. 
third base about numismatics. Perhaps you can 
tell me who this Smith is. 


thanks for the Fugio double strikes which will 
be returned any moment. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


April 1h, 1961 


Mr. Q. David Bowers _ 
Bowers Coin Company, Inc. 
70 Court Street 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Daves 


I am returning herewith the three double struck Fugio 
cents which you were kind enough to send me. I am grate~ 
ful for your cooperation and am only sorry you did not 
get orders from customers with respect to them. 


You were nice enough to ask about the Machin's Mill book 
and I want you to know that it is proceeding slowly. 

I have been doing so much other research that I have 
spread myself too thin with very little completed. The 
180) dollar book is one of the items which has also 
bogged down but which is now being rejuvenated. 


Please don't ask me to explain the auction prices of 
the 180) dollar. These are being bought by the un- 
initiated and by the time the book is published I believe 
the desirability of the coins will be somewhat lessened. 


I know your enthusiasm and ability will carry you forward 
in your enterprise and look forward to the time when we 
can meete If you are ever passing bBhrough St. Louis, 
please do not hesitate to let me hear from you. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 











September 26, 1961 


t 


MreQe David Bowers 
70 Court Street 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Daves: 


In reading your article in the COIN WORLD 
{ was wondering if your comment about 
the 1853 0 half. dollars without arrows 
s humorous. Do you believe they are 


4 enjoyed your article very much. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/O’Neil Building / Binghamton, N.Y./Phone RA 3-5474 





October 2, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter and nice comments. Iam not particularly 
familiar with the 1853-O half dollar as I have never studied them. 

Is it your opinion that they are not legitimate? 


Best personal regards. 


ely yours, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB:df 


SPECIALIZING IN AMERICA’S FINEST COINS—BUYING, SELLING AND NUMISMATIC RESEARCH 
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February 7, 1962 


Mr. Q.David Bowers 
Empire Goin Company 
O'Neil Building 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Dave: 


It is always nice to hear from you even though I do 
not like to see you selling the restrueck Continental 
Dollars. There are too many deliberate fakes on the 
market already. The restrikings of the Confederate 
cent are, naturally, not from those dies at all but 
from new dies made up for the purpose. In any event, 
if you want to send me, as a present, one Gontinental 
Dollar or so of this restrike variety, I will put it 
with my fakes but I never buy fakes. Incidentally, 
I don't think they were made for the 1876 Centennial 
as I find them offered for sale in 187h. 


The book on the 180) Dollar is being typeset at the 
moment and that should make me’unpopular with some 
people and popular with others. I would so much 
prefer to work on the history of good coins which I 
am now doing again. 


The 1853-0 half dollars,when! I had the chance to 

see them, were both very black and very worn. The 

fact that they ere the correct weight is not cone 
clusive because overweight coins could have been 

found so as to remove the arrowse I have never 
checked the Mint records. I have never done any 

x-ray work on these coins, and, therefore, I have 

no opinion. B.&. Johnson had no particular confidence 
in the coins. Itis a subject, therefore, which needs 
work. fam sorry, therefore, that I cannot satisfy 
your curiosity. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 








EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/O’Neil Building / Binghamton, N.Y./Phone RA 3-5474 





February 1, 1962 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


About a year ago you made a note on the bottom of your 
letter somewhat similar to the following: 


"You don't really believe that the 1853-O Half Dollars 
without arrows are genuine, do you?'"! 


This was regarding a reference I had made to this coin 
in a''Coin World" article. 


Do you believe that the known 1853-O Half Dollars with- 
out arrows are artificial or fabrications? If so, what 
is the basis of your opinion? Your answer will satisfy 
my curiosity. I might mention that I do not own sucha 
coin at this time, nor do I contemplate acquiring one. 


With best personal regards, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 


Q. David Bowers 


QODB:amr 


SPECIALIZING IN AMERICA’S FINEST COINS—BUYING, SELLING AND NUMISMATIC RESEARCH 
Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, 1.A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 





February 1h, 1962 


Mre Q@. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company 
O'Neil Suilding 

Binghamton, New York 


Dear Dave: 


Your EMPIRE REVIEW, which just arrived, is a beauti- 
ful presentation and I want to compliment you on it. 
There are lovely things in it. 


I thank you for the Continental Dollar copy and wish 
to call your attention to the fact that the so-called 
white metal, or pewter piece you sent me is exactly 
the same thickness as one of the first strikes which 
I have. I thought the rew crop were being made a 
different thickness than the first strikes. I do 
have a thinner lead colored first strike. 








I would like a photo from you of the silver trial 

of the Maris C reverse which you illustrated on page 
6 and also the weight of the silver piece. Would 
you be niece enough to send it as I presume that is 
easy for you. | | 


I feel I should call your attention to your comment 

On page 30 with respect to the second restrike Con- 
federate cent. Your text indicates that the restrikes 
were made from the Lovett dies. i believe the re~ 
Strikes were made from copies of the Lovett dies 
produced by Hubbing and wrote a letter to the Coin 
World,atcordingly, whieh was published on February 9. 
This business of making copies of coins ig a little 
risky, as you knows — | | 


No doubt you have acquired many books and if you have 
aagthing in duplicate in your library I would be most 


-2= February 1h, 1962 


Mr.Q. David Bowers 


appreciative if you could fill in for my research, 
I need the books listed on the enclosed memorandum. 


[ have a duplicate of Miller-Ryder and if you would 
like to have it you could have it for coins at your 
retail for half of what you are asking for the Miller~ 
Ryder book, 


If you have any 1787 or 1788 Vermont in very good 
or better condition please list the die varieties 
as I can use some. 


It is always nice to hear from you and I wish we 
were closer geographicaily. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 








EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/252 Main Street/Johnson City, N. Y./Tel. 729-6141 





June 22, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Bric 


We were recently given a specimen of what appears to 
be a 1915-D Half Eagle to check for authentication. I 
have spent quite some time examining it under high 
magnification and cannot find any evidences of alteration 
from another coin. If I were to send the coin to you, 
would you be interested in giving me your opinion con- 
cerning it? Please advise. 


With best personal regards, 1 remain 





@DB:nge 


SPECIALIZING IN AMERICA’S FINEST COINS—BUYING, SELLING AND NUMISMATIC RESEARCH 
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June 25, 1962 


Mr.Q. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company 
252 Main Street 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Daves 


We will be glad to look at your alleged 1915-D Half 
Zagle, if you wish. 


This may not be altered on the surface of the coin 
but may be a joinder of two coins. . Slicing two coins 
in half and rejoining them is usually easy to detect 
if the slice is made at the edge, but, if it is not, 
ang one Goin is made as a cup and the other force 
fitted into it, the detection is most difficult. 


You probably have checked for these points already 
but they are mentioned out of an abundance of caution. 


I would like to obtain a 1935 D over S nickel in ex- 
change for some other coin of equal value but there 
is no rush on this. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


Erie P. Newman, President 


BPN /atb 














EMPIKE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/252 Main Street/Johnson City, N. Y./Tel. 729-6141 


June 29, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, President 

Eric P, Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Deax ‘Eric: 

Thank you for your letter. Iam enclosing herewith the 
1915-D half eagle for your inspection. I am also en- 
closing $5.00 in stamps to cover your trouble and return 
postage. Please let me know what you think of it. I will 
bring a 1938 D/S nickel to the ANA Convention and will 
see you about it at that time. 


With best personal regards, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 


(/. 
i= 
Q/ David Bowers 





YDB:amr 


Enclosure 
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July 6, 1962 


Mr, Q- David Bowers 
Empire Coin Co., 
O'Neil Building 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Daves 


[Tam quite mystified by the 1915 D Mint Half Eagle which 
you sent to me. 


The obverse and reverse should be 180° offset and instead 
are about 170° to 175° offset. This is suspicious if two 
coins were combined, 


As you no doubt have noted, some star points are cut off 

at the circumference, particularly the second, third, and 
fourth from the top on the left hand side of the obverse. 
The date is too close to the edge and the numerals have lost 
parts of their bases. LIBERTY is much too close to the edge 
of the coin. The spacing on the reverse between the circum- 
ference and the lettering is normal and the planchet was 
therefore a proper size on that side at least. From the lack 
of space at the circumference one can infer that this sur- 
face could have been buffed down to fit perts of two coins 
together. I believe you should check other 1915 Half Eagles 
to see whether they have stars, numbers and letters so close 
to the circumference. 


The reeding seemed too narrow when I compared it with a few 

other Half Eagles. The specific gravity of 16 is normal and 
the weight of 128.5 grains is slightly below normal. All 

of the above points relate to possible unification of parts 

of two coins. Have you used Xray analysis on it? 


I have examined the coin under a 15 power microscope and do 
not find any evidence of joinder of parts of two coins in 
making this coin. However, gold is easy to work and the 
evidence can be smoothed over at the rounded juncture where 
the edge and the face of the coin meet. 








Page 2 July 6, 1962 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Co. 


I only wish I could give you a conclusive opinion but I 
cannot because I am not sure enough. The Mint mark does 
not seem to show tampering. 


I think the coin has enough defects to indicate extreme 
caution. Nothing would give me more pleasure than to tell 
you the coin is good but I can only give you the evidence as 
I see ite I will be interested in your opinion and findings. 


I do not plan to be at the Convention in August as I believe 
I eaused enough turmoil et the last convention. The only 
reason I go to conventions is when I am asked to participate 
in @ program. 

I am herewith returning the coin which you sent me and ene 
joyed working on it immensely. Feel free to send me anything 
unusuel at any time and {I will tell you all I know about it. 


The extra postage is unnecessary but will go into the Society's 
research costs. 


Kindest regards, 


Brie P. Newman, President 


REGISTERED 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


EPH/atb 





duly 6, 1962 


Mr. Qe David Bowers 
Empire Coin Co., 

O'Neil Building | 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Dave: 


I am quite mystified by the 1915 D Mint Half Eagle which 
you sent to me. 


The obverse and reverse should be 180° offset and instead 
are about 170° to 175° offset. This is suspicious if two 
coins were combined. 


AS you no doubt have noted, some star points are cut off 

at the circunterence, particularly the second, third, and 
fourth from the top on the left hand side of the obverse. 
The date is too close to the edce and the numerals have lost 
parts of their bases. LIBERTY is much too close to the edge 
of the coin. The spacing on the reverse between the circume 
ference and the lettering is normal and the planchet was 
therefore a proper size on that side at least. From the lack 
of space at the circumference one can infer that this sure 
face could have been buffed down to fit parts of two coins 
together. If believe you should check other 1915 Half Eagles 
to see whether they have stars, numbers and letters sco close 
to the circumference. 


The reeding seemed toc narrow when I compared it with a few 

other Half Eagles. ‘the specific gravity of 16 is normal and 
the weight of 128.5 grains is slightly below normal. All 

of the above points relate to possible unification of parts 

of two coins. Have you used Xray analysis on it? 


I have examined the coin under a 15 power microscope and do 
not find any evidence of joinder of parts of two coins in 
making this coin. However, gold is easy to work and the 
evidence can be smoothed over at the rounded juncture where 
the edge and the face of the coin meet. 








Page 2.” | | | duly 6, 1962 


Mr. Q. David Bewers 


Bmpire Coin Go, 


I only wish I could give you a eonelusive opinion but I 
cannot because I am not sure enough. The Mint mark does 
not seem to show tamperinge 


I think the coin has enough defects to indicate extrerne 
caution. Nothing would give me more pleasure than to tell 
you the coin is good but I can only give you the evidence as 
Il see it. I will be interested in your opinion and findings. 


I do not plan to be at the Convention in August es I believe 
I caused enough turmoil et the last convention. The only 
reason I go to conventions is when I am asked to participate 
in a program. 

I am herewith returning the coin which you sent me and en- 
joyed working on it immensely. Feel free to send me anything 
unusuel at any time and 1 wiil teil you all I Know about ite 


The extra postage is unnecessary but will go into the Society's 


research costs. 


Kindest regards, 


Brie P. Newman, President 


REGISTERED i | 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


EPN/atb 





July 23, 1962 


Mr.Q. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Co., 
O'Neil Building 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Daves 

Would you be nice enough to send me a copy of 
your mimeographed price list of the Lohn col- 
lection which you sent ovt a while ago. I will 
be aporeciative. 


Kindest regards. 





Sincerely, 


BRIG P. NEWMAN : 
EPW 
atb 
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EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/252 Main Street/Johnson City, N. Y./Tel. 729-614 





July 26, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note. Unfortunately I do not have any 
duplicates of the Lohr Collection price list. In fact, we 
originally charged $1.00 each for these and I have had to 
return money to a number of people. If you would like to 
know the prices any specific patterns sold for, let me 
know what numbers and I will tell you. 


Thank you for your efforts with regard to the 1915-D half 
eagle. Since that time we were offered a similar specimen 
in Brilliant Uncirculated condition. Upon checking it over, 
I have come to the conclusion that it is a counterfeit, prob- 
ably of foreign origin. The surface of the coin is smooth 
and satinlike, quite unlike the frosty surface common to 
uncirculated coins issued by our mint. The letters are, as 
you stated, too close to the edge. The reeding also differs 
from that of the U. S. standard. I plan to send a note to 
"Coin World" to this effect. 


With best personal regards, I remain 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB:amr 


SPECIALIZING IN AMERICA’S FINEST COINS-—BUYING, SELLING AND NUMISMATIC RESEARCH 
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Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/ Johnson City, N. Y./Tel. 729-6141 


November 28, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


I have recently received a few letters from Ken Bressett, our fellow 
Rittenhouse Society member, concerning the present status and future 
of our organization. He states the truth: Unless we take steps to acti- 
vate our society, it will die before it really gets going. Most of us have 
seen the publication ''Colonial Newsletter" published by Al Hoch of Wey- 
land, Mass. Ken advises me that Al Hochis currently publishing the 
''Newsletter' at a loss and plans to abandon the project immediately un- 
less some change is made. Al Hoch has expressed a willingness to 
publish the ''Colonial Newsletter'' as our own publication without de- 
manding a full membership for himself. Ken feels that Al should be 
elected to membership, and I share his feelings. There is no better 
way to make our society active than having an up-to-date newsletter pub- 
lished at regular intervals apprising the members as to what is going on 
with the other members. 


Iam enclosing a list of recommendations given to me by Ken Bressett. 
Please read the recommendations carefully, and return your comments 
concerning them. You can either send them to Ken Bressett, Whitman 
Publishing Company, 1220 Mound Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin or to me 

at the above address. Once the replies are received, we will have a 
better basis to renew activity of our society, which I am sure we all want. 
Let us hear from you. 


Sincerfly yours, 


s 
{ ‘ 


_ 


Q. David Bowers 


ODBDB:amr 


Enclosure 
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Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, |.A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 
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TO ALL RITTENHOUSE SOCIETY MEMBERS: 


The following changes are proposed for this organization. It is your duty 
to vote on these matters and return your comments to the secretary as 
quickly as possible. Please bear in mind that if the Society does not make 
some progress soon, we face the possibility of our dissolving: 


: Membership in the Rittenhouse Society shall be expanded to 
include the following classes: 


Piss 


D. 


FULL FELLOWSHIP - The requirements for becoming a 
Fellow in the Rittenhouse Society are explained in the ori- 
ginal constitution. Fellowship dues will be $7 per year. 


CANDIDATE - Membership in this category shall be a- 
warded by vote of a majority of: the Fellows. The candi- 
dates must, in the opinion of the Society, show that they 
are promising numismatists who may at some future date 
become qualified for full Fellowship in the Society. They 
must be competent numismatists, but it is not necessary 
for them to have completed research work or publication 
of articles of a nature that would admit them to full fellow- 
ship. Members of this category will have full voting pri- 
vileges but will not be entitled to hold office. Candidate 
dues will be $5 per year. 


SUBSCRIBER - Anyone may become a subscribing member. 
Subscribers are not entitled to voting privileges and may not 
hold office. Subscribers will be entitled to receive the peri- 
odical publication of the Rittenhouse Society. Dues will be 
$3 per year. 


HONORARY - Conferred on a deserving person by unanimous 
vote of the Rittenhouse Society Fellowship. 


a. The Rittenhouse Society will issue a publication to be called the 
COLONIAL NEWSLETTER at least four times a year. 


A. 


Fellows of the Society will be obligated to compile at least 
one article to be published in the COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 
each year. 


Candidate members must contribute at least one article every 
two years. 


Subscribing members will not be required to contribute articles. 


A subscription to the COLONIAL NEWSLETTER will be included 
in the yearly dues. 








FE. The Society will appoint an editor for the magazine. 
The Treasurer of the Society will handle all financial 
aspects of the magazine, and the Society will be re- 
sponsible for expenses involved in publication. At 
least one page will be devoted to club news. 


ALTERNATE MEMBERSHIP PROPOSAL - Membership in 
the Rittenhouse Society shall be awarded to any qualified 
numismatist upon a vote of two-thirds of the membership. 
Membership will be restricted to persons who have proven 
their ability as a numismatist by the compilation or publi- 
cation of at least one important work on some phase of 
American numismatics. Dues will be ?? per year. 


The editor of the COLONIAL NEWSLETTER shall be Al Hoch. 


The current director of the Mint will be an Honorary Fellow 
of the Society. 


The following members are proposed for Fellowship in the 
Society: Al Hoch, Hank Bieciuk, M. H. Bolender, Raymond 
H. Williamson, Dr. J. Hewitt Judd. 





December 7, 1962 


Mr, Q. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company 
Empire Building 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Daves 


With respect to the Rittenhouse Society, I had 
the opportunity of talking it over with Al Hoch 
when he visited St. Louis on his way to his new 
employment, in California. Ne indicated he was 
willing to go on with the Colonial News Letter 
from California just as he is going on with the 
New England Exonumist publication. 


I do wish to point out there is a problem as 

to the name COLONIAL NEWS LETTER as the Ritten- 
house Society is not devoted to that period 

only. Perhaps it should be changed to NUMISMATIC 


RESEARCH NEWS LETTER. 


All of Ken's suggestions are hbk as I see 
it, except that the current Director of the Mint 
does not belong in the group, in my opinion. 


Kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/atb | | 
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December 14,1962 


Mr. James Ruddy 

Empire Coin Company, Inc. 
252 Main Street 

Johnson City, New York 


Dear dim? 


I regret, exceedingly, to return the items 
which you forwarded to me as they arenot in 
good enough condition for me to get pleasure 
out of them. 


The $10 trial has a circular scratch which is 
modern, the $5 trial has an enormous planchet 
defect in the date, and the 1787 Immunis Col- 
umbia has been abused in recent years and in 
my opinion should not be graded as “fine*". 


I would appreciate it if you would send me 

all of your bust Vermonts to see if I can 

buy any which will include my specimens or 
add varieties to my group. 

Kindest personal regards to Dave and yourself. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/ Johnson City, N. Y./Tel. 729-6141 





December 14, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note with regard to the Rittenhouse Society. 
I have heard from two other members and will send out another 
circular as soon as we hear from everyone and the results are 
compiled. I believe with the newly aroused interest, we should 
be able to get the organization going. 


I recently returned from Europe and am about a week or two be- 
hind in everything. With best personal regards, I remain 


Sincerely\yours, 





O. . David Bowers 


QDB:amr 


SPECIALIZING IN AMERICA’S FINEST COINS—BUYING, SELLING AND NUMISMATIC RESEARCH 
Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, 1.A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 





December 28, 1962 


Mr, Q.David Bowers 
Empire Coin Co., 
O'Neil Bldg., 
Binghamton, New York 


Dear Dave: 

I sincerely appreciate your kind comments 
about The Fantastic 180) Dollar book. Coming 
from you this réally means something. It 

is this type of encouragement that leads 
those of us who do research for pleasure 

to go on with our work. 


A very happy New Year to you. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/ Johnson City, N. Y./Tel. 729-6141 





April 24, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Abe Kosoff forwarded to me your inquiry regarding the 1792 
Copper Disme. Inasmuch as the price paid for a coin is always 
held in confidence by us, I would not want to release the actual 
sale price of the 1792 Disme without securing the buyer's per- 
mission. If you will advise me as to what use this information 
will be put, I will then contact the buyer and request that I be 
able to make known the price to you. 


It will be nice to see you in Chicago, should you decide to come. 
With best regards, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 


ey 


ye Ane 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:st 


ALIZING IN AME ri a) . 


Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, ].A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 


BPH 


February 4, 196k 


Mr. Q@. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company, Inc. 
Johnson City, Hew York 


Dear Daves | 
For your trip, to England, I am sending you 


a copy of ay letter of March 26, 1963, to David 
$pink, with annotations bringing it up to date. 


I believe this will give you enough to go On. 

I gincerely believe it is essential for 
numismatics thet every effort be made to block 
the production of more fakes. | 


You will be performing a service for dealers 
ag well as collectors. ees | 


Kindest regards, 


Sineerely, 


ERIC P.WEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


bes 
“Mp, Riehard cicker 


February 10, 196) — 


Mr.Q-David Bowers 
252 Main Stes. 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Davet 


I have studied the counterstamped coins sent to you 
by Anthony Foley and am very concerned about the genuineness | 
of some. For example: | | : rhs 


. 2. The Jamaica piece over the 1770 Mexican Dollar 
is counterstamped GR on both sides and the minute detail of 
the design of the center of the dollar shows crushed in the 
counterstemp. The coin is heavily worn, nickea, etc. but not 
in the counterstamped area. The crushed design would have 
worn down and there would be nicks in the field of the counter- 
stamp. The counterstamp is just too perfect. Admittedly 
the coin was worn when counterstamped but the wear on the GR 
on both sides is extensive so I feel the counterstamp mey be 
moderte | ; 


2. The Trinidad 1805 Mexican doller shows signs of 
being substantially heated because of its color. The scallops 
in the hole eut are perfect in color, undented and too sharp. — 
The heating is evidence of recoloration after a modern cutting. 


| 3. The Tobago 1796 Lima dollar has perfect coloration. 
in the ootagon cut, no dents, while the coin is badly worn. 
The edge is indented instead of designed but that may have 
been normal. Again, suspicious beyond reason. eye ae 


h. The Canada 1766 Mexican Dollar counterstamp GR 5 


does not show any denting in therear from the stamp. The area — 


around the hole is lowered before the counterstamp was used 
which is ridiculous as the Coin would not have been counter- 
stamped in its defective condition. | : | om 


3, The Essiquibo & Demerera over the 1792 Mexican 
dollar has t&niform coloration in the scalloped hole and not 
natural variations in oxidation. ae 








- cS oor oe 


Mrs a David Bowere , piidomas: 10, 196k 


; 6. the Tortola 1/h with the perfeet letters has eut 
weask which are ng pied while the coin and the circular edge 
are worn. — 


The availability of Spanish Colonial silver at silver 
value is indicative in view of the source of the coins. If 
only some regular coins could appear from the same source. 
Choice material like this isn't going to come to Foley when 
other coin dealers might give more for it. Will he guarantee 
they are genuine? I imagine the Azores pieces are good and 
others Gould be, but the characteristics above bother me. You 
are head of the PNG forgery committee. What do you think? 


I had a long talk with a@ gun collector about the. 
faking of rare guns. Golt revolvers, some of which are in 
the $1,000 to $10,000 category, have dropped in half in price 
due to " forgeries. The engraving on the barrel is rolled on 
_ with a die and this makes the problems as to dies similar to 
- @oinage dies. It is therefore not at all unusual that coin 
ay kok and gun dies could arise from a common souree. 


Thank you for letting me see the jotnlk You aust mee t 
Foley and talk to him and see what he has. I think you might 
bring these coins back to him personally. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
) EBPN/a tb 
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Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/Johnson City, N. Y./Tel. 729-614 


February 13, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

400 Washington Avenue 

P. O. Box 14020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. Iam enclosing herewith Anthony Foley's 
letter. Iam sorry not to have included it earlier, but I though Les 

put it with the shipment. Kindly return it to me also. I am sending 
herewith a fake 8 Reale piece counterstamp that was purchased ina 
eroup of coins from Mr. Foley earlier. Since we purchased it it has 
turned the brassy color that you see. Kindly return this coin separately 
from his other material. This is a most unusual piece. You will notice 
that it rings perfectly. It also has edge devices which are fairly 
acceptable. Could it be that Continental dollars were counterfeited in 
the same method? They would then have the same ring to them and 
would appear perfect in all details except for a slight porosity of the 
surface. Please let me hear your thoughts on this. The piece being 
sent is evidently struck in brass and then washed with silver. 


With best regards, I remain 


Sincérely yours, 
OR nen 
Q@. David Bowers 
QDB:cp 
Enc. 
ECIALIZING IN AMERICA’S FINEST COINS-—BUYING, SELLING AND NUMISMATI 


Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, 1.A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 
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February 18, 1°96) 


Mr. Q- David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company 
252 Main Street 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Daves 


ZI am returning herewith the silver plated 
counterstamped 1792 dollar and wish to report that, in 
my opinion, it is an old counterfeit, 2 


| These counterstamps are written up extensively 
in the Spink Numismatic Cirevlars of February, April, 
June, July, and August of 1955 and there are genuine 
counterstamps on forged coins, forged counterstanps on 
genuine coins, forged counterstamps on forged coins, and, 
naturally, genuine counterstamps on genuine coins. Thank 
you for letting me see your piece. 


| I am returning your original letter and invoice 
from Georgecraft, Ltd. You ought to be able to find ovt 


who Tiliou Galleries of Buffalo, New York are. 


I presume "J,R.Foley"® is his wife and I would 


like to get a copy of sonething written by her to compare 


with a letter I have which was written by eae woman in 
England whe cannot be contacted. I would also be interested 


in their home address. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPNatb 








Wemo from — 


Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Empire Coin Company 
Empire Building — Johnson City 2, N. Y. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed is a specimen of an oak tree Mass. shilling 
which conforms to the Noe #4 variety. Could you check 
it for me? 


A check for $5 for your return postage, etc. is 
enclosed. 


Sincerely, 





bneeat 25, 196h 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Empire Goin Company, Inc. 
252 Main. St. 

Johnson City, New York 


Dear Dave: 


3 I an enclosing the card of a coin dealer whom 
I located when I was in England. He is a very close 
friend of A. F. and speaks very highly of him. ~ 


The man at the Royal Mint, with whom I spoke 
concerning the problems 1 am working on, were Mr. Ernest 
Newman, Chief Assayer, and ir. G, Warden, Assayer, and 

I wish you would give them my regards when you see bhem. 


| Bob Vlack is very enthusiastic about your pube- 
lishing the work he has dome on Early American Currency. 


I believe you are going to send me the falist 
Auctori Plebis copper which I would very much like t 
write up along with the “lephant Tokens. | | 
It was very pleasant to see you and I only 
hope that those of us in the research field can recapture 
your interest to a more substantial extent. * 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 








EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


EMPIRE BUILDING—JOHNSON CITY, N. Y. 
Tel. 729-6141 
Q. DAVID BOWERS — JAMES F. RUDDY 


Name a | Date ee "1147 | 


Address View VYOLO Ye ae 






ee ee arr ae ae 


Thank you for your order. 
Your coins are enclosed herewith. 
[] Coins will be sent upon receipt of your remittance. 


Title does not pass until paid in full. 
Satisfaction guaranteed on all items or full refund if returned within three days. 


DENOMINATION CONDITION AND COMMENTS PRICE 





Thank you for your order. An order blank and 
postpaid envelope are included for your future 
ordering convenience, 


Specializing in America’s Finest Coins — Buying, Selling and Numismatic Research 
7-64 Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, A.N.A., A.N.S. 
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December 16, 196k 


Mr. Q David Bowers bey aan 
Empire Coin Compeny Wa ieee ons 
Johnsen Gity, New York . Be * 


Dear Daves hag ee, 


ox *8 
ao » 
VAG 


ve 


«It was very nice fof you to send me the Hammond 
collection of British counterfeit copper. Because you 


orld T had to take the lot Jatact I have no choice but to 


GG 8Oe« 


here are four matters, however, which I wish 
you would advise me ON. 


1. Please tell me who Fammond is 4nd where his 
collection was assenbled. 


2, Were any counterfeit or evasion pieces re- 
moved from the collection before it was sent to me, or 
was it sent intact? 


3. Please let me know the names of those who 
have inquired for this material as it is loaded with. 
duplicates and I would very much like to share the group 
with others who are interested. | 


es h, Please keep your eyes open for the very 
large quantity. of counterfeit George IIT halfpence dated 
from 1770 through 1775 whieh were stolen in the course of 
my burglary. 
Best wishes for the Holidays. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPH/atb 


December 16, 196k 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Dave: 


It was very nice for you to send me the Hammond 
collection of British counterfeit Copper. Because you 
said I had to take the lot intact I have no choice but to 
do so, 


There are four matters, however, which I wish 
you would advise me on. 


1. Please tell me who Hammond is and where his 
collection was assembled. | 


2. Were any counterfeit or evasion pieces re= 
moved from the collection before it was sent to me, or 
was it sent intact? 


3+ Please let me know the nanes of those who 
have inquired for this material as it is loaded with 
duplicates and I would very much like to share the group 
with others who are interested, | | 


| 4. Please keep your eyes open for the very 
large quantity of counterfeit George IIT halfpence dated 
from 1770 through 1775 which were stolen in the course of 
my burglary. | 
Best wishes for the Holidays. 


Sincerely, 


| ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/atb | he sites 








Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/Johnson City, N. Y. 13790/Tel. 607 729-614 


December 31, 1964 


Mr. Eric: PP. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Lous 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. Mr. L. F. Hammond lives in Torquay, 
Devonshire. His collection evidently was assembled circa 1910-1930 
when he was an active collector. At the present time he is retired 
and living in a resort home. 


No counterfeit or evasion pieces were removed before the collection 
was sent to you. You have the collection intact as it was purchased 
by us. I may have mentioned previously that the entire Hammond 
collection was much larger. The other pieces consisted of a beautiful 
collection of English farthings, halfpennies and pennies - all regular 
issues. 


I would appreciate it if you could keep this purchase from me strictly 
confidential. I do not want to offend anyone. The offering was made 
to you first as you have been most helpful in research matters and also 
have indicated your interest in this series sometime ago. Al Hoch and 
Robert Vlack are, as you know, also enthusiastically interested in the 
series, 


With best personal regards, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 


Q. David Bowers 


ODEscp 


Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, I.A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 


Wlemo From — 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Empire Coin Company 
Empire Building — Johnson City 2, N. Y. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 


Dear Eric: 


I have just succeeded in purchasing the nice Oak Tree 
Mass. shilling sent to you earlier; but I had to pay 
more than I anticipated. In view of the fact that it 
is slightly scarcer (as a type) than your Pine Tree, 

in better grade and of higher cost than I expected 

I would have to have a $250.00 difference to come 

out satisfactorily. If this is OK, let me know and 

I will forward the Oak Tree together with an invoice 
for $250 due; if not, I will send the Pine Tree pice 
back to you. 


If you have a want list (even a genem one) of what 
you are looking for, send it to me. We get quite a few 
choice pieces over the course of a year and would not 
want to sell elsewhere any that you needed. 


I am enclosing two Bungtowms for your collection; with 
our compliments - no charge. 


Sincerely, 











STATEMENT 


Accounting Department 
EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 
Empire Building 

Johnson City, New York 


Name Eric P, Newman 
Street Box 14020 


City St. Louis 


Invoice Date 


12/14/64 





OF ACCOUNT 


Zone StateMo, 63178 


Date December 30, 1964 


Balance Due 


$260.00 








January 5, 1965 


Mr. Q. David Bowers : 
Bapire Soin Company, Ine. 
252 Main 5%, | | 
Johnson City, New York 


Dear Dave: 





Enclosed herewith are checks for the imi- 
tation halfpence. I appreciate the opportunity 
of acquiring these. I work in cooperation with 
Al Hoch and Bob Vilack on research matters con- 
cerning them. It is important for me to know 
that these were assembled in England as American | | 
made imitation halfpenee are few and far between , 
in the group. ey eh i 


Please feel free to send me anything you : 
think would be of interest to me as I am still an ed 
enthusiastic collector as well as a4 researcher. hea 
| I will settle down and read your new book 

shortly and will reserve comment until I have 
that privilege. A 
Best wishes. 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIC P, NEWMAN. 


EPN/atb 





= = ~tay 


January 1h, 1965 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Empire Coin Company, Ine. 
252 Main Street 

Johnson City, New York 


Dear Dave: 


We would very much appreciate it if you could furn- 
ish a valuation for the Continental Dollar, in silver, 
which has previously been in the Grandberg, Newcomer, 
Green and Newman collection. This is the first United 
States coin. It was planned as a substitute for the 


 $1,00 paper money of the Continental Congress but ine 


sufficient silver was available for mintage. There are 
two specimens known, in silver. The die variety is 
known as 3-D. Photographs of the coin are enclosed. 
Detailed history of this coinage can be found in "The 
1776 Continental Currency Coinage", Coin Collectors 
Journal, July-August, 1952 and "The Continental Dollar 
of 1776 Meets Its Maker", The Numismatist, August, 1959, 
and all regular coin catalogues. The Smithsonian In- 


- stitution does not have a specimen. 


Your help will be very much appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN WOUMISMATIC 
EDUCETION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 

















EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/Johnson City, N.Y. 13790/Tel (607) 729-6141 
February 10, 1965 


Mr. Bric T.. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 

Enclosed is a recently obtained Higley token. In your opinion 

is it genuine? Let me know your thoughts concerning it. It was 
obtained by me from a person in the military who may have 
obtained it overseas...I really don't know as he would not reveal 
the source. In any event, I'd appreciate a return by airmail 

as the fellow seems to be in a hurry concerning it. A check for 


$5.00 is enclosed to defray your postage costs. 


Keep up the good work with regard to your articles in ''The 
Numismatist", 


With best regards I remain 


Sinc ly yours 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB:mke aa* 


AMERICA’S LEADING BUYER OF RARE COINS AND COLLECTIONS 


Members of Leading Numismatic Societies Throughout the World 





Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/Johnson City, N. Y. 13790/Tel. 607 729-614 


January 13, 1965 


Mr.-.Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter and also for your phone call last evening. 
I will look forward to receiving the photograph you mentioned. 


Your comments concerning my book are gratefully appreciated. 
From the comments I have received so far the book is arousing 
considerable interest in ''old-time"’ numismatics ... which should 
be a good sign of something or other. 

With best personal regards, I remain 

sincerely yours, 

{VY YA Vil 2—_ 

lo Davia Bowers 


QDB:jkk 


——T 
SFOEVLIALI, i r 


Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, |.A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 





May 18, 1965 
Mr, Q. David Bowers Eric P,. Newman 


Dear Dave3 


I am returning Noe No. which you sent me for examin- 
ation and, in my opinion, this coin is perfectly genuine « 


As I told you over the telephone, I don't happen to 
have this coin in my collection but do happen to have Pine 
Tree Noe 5,in lovely condition, and was hopeful that if you 
acquirdd the Noe that you would let me have it for the 
Noe 5. I believe the Noe S$ is a little more saleable because 
dt has a backward N on the front and one backward N on the 
back. 


I am enclosng my Noe 5, also. 


I would appreciate it, very much,if you let me make 
the exchange, assuming, of course, you acquire the Noe h. 


Naturdlly, I have never heard from the character, 
acein, from whom I bought the Granby piece, even though he 
promised me,faithfully, he would contact either you or me, 
promptly. 

My kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


REGISTERED MAIL 


EPN/atb 








June 8, 1965 


Mr. 2. David Bowers | Eric P, Newman 


‘Dear Daves 


I am glad you were able to purchase the nice Oak 
Tree shilling which I assured you appeared perfectly genuine, in 
my opinione 


The difference in an exchange of $250 is more than 
I would eare to indulge in. However, thet would not stop me from 
buying the Oak Tree, direct, if you would let me know the price. 
Would you be nice enough to quote it to me and send me back my 
piece, 


Thank you for sending me the two imitation half- 
pence, The ones from my burglary have never shown up but, with 


help from friends like you, my collection will be rebuilt in 
that department. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/stb 








EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/Johnson City, N. Y. 13790/Tel (607) 729-6141 


June 14, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your letter addressed to Dave. He has left for California 
and will not be back until June 20, but told me to advise you that you 
could have the Massachusetts Oak Tree shilling for $375 net. If this 

is satisfactory, please advise and I will ship the coin to you. In the 
meantime, your Pine Tree piece is returned herewith. 


Sincerely yours, 


Nancy Conklin 
NC:js 


Enclosure 





AMERICA’S LEADING BUYER OF RARE COINS AND COLLECTIONS 


Members of Leading Numismatic Societies Throughout the World 














June 17, 1965 


Miss Nancy Conklin 


Empire Coin. Company, Inc. AS. 
Empire Building er 
Johnson City, New York 13790 rae 
Dear Miss Conklin: ~ 


Thank you for your nice letter of 
June 1h, 1965, I would like to have th Oak 
Tree Shilling for $375.00 so please send * to 


Mee 


I will either pay the $375 by ender 
or will send coins satisfactory ‘0 MY» Bowers 


\ 


for that sum. | \ 


‘ 


I will take that uP with Mr, nodecs 
when he returns so that he may visi his chvice. 


Sincerely yours, ; 


\ 
\ 
tN 
SS 


| crea 





ERIC P. 
EPN/ath 





EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC. 


EMPIRE BUILDING—JOHNSON CITY, N. Y. 
Tel. 729-6141 
Q. DAVID BOWERS — JAMES F. RUDDY 


._ Na. Fare PP. Newean Se 


eee epee eer eo ewess on ae <P er ae eee ae ae oe er cee ee oe ee ee ees we ws ee ees eee ee eee eres 


% Eprson BrorHers STores, Inc. 
Address inka, Box 14020 


a nn es ee oe eee 





City or. OUTS ee Pe, “bor 7o 


Thank you for your order. 
EK] Your coins are enclosed herewith. 
NOT PAT) [] Coins will be sent upon receipt of your remittance. 


Title does not pass until paid in full. 
Satisfaction guaranteed on all items or full refund if returned within three days. 


QUANTITY DATE DENOMINATION CONDITION AND COMMENTS PRICE 
Z 1602 is AU MASSACHUSETTS 
OAK TREE $37) .00 


Q Y \ 
wy 


NOTE: Tats TS OUR MOS'T FAVORABLE CASH PRICE. 


AMOUNT DUE $570.00 


Thank you for your order. An order blank and 
postpaid envelope are included for your future 
ordering convenience, 


Specializing in America’s Finest Coins — Buying, Selling and Numismatic Research 


7-64 Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, A.N.A., A.N.S. 








oh 
PARAMOU®/ mht Cyp | 


SOSS NORTH MAIN STREET © DAYTON. OHIO AS41S «© TELEPHONE: AREA CODE. S13 278-9611 
November 29, 1966 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Box 14020 
ot, Botiis,;: Missouri 63073 


Dear Eric: 


several years ago I purchased from Mr, Hammond of Torquay, 
England, a collection of British coins. You will recall at the 
time that I sent you a number of the ''Bungtown" pieces. In 
checking through the library the other day, I came across the 
enclosed photographs which were made by Mr. Hammond a 
number of years ago. If you would like them for your files 
please accept them with my compliments. 


I trust that all is well with you. 

With best personal regards, I remain 
Sincerely yours, 

Q. David Bowers 


QDB:mlw 
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December 2, 1966 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Paramount International Coin Corporation 
5055 North Main Street 

Dayton, Ohio S15 


Deer. Dave? 


You were so thoughtful to think of me with 
respect to the British coppers. It just so happens 
that my next book will probably be on that subject. 
The book on early American paper money, which has 
occupied me for the past couple of years will be 
out in a month. 


I am hopeful that you will be so successful, 
financially, in the coin business, that you will 
come back to research and sheer coin enjoyment 
full time. 

A very pleasant Holiday Season to you and 
yours. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/atd | 











be: 

Mr.Ronnie Carr 

P.O.Box 1113 

Tulare, Calif. Jenuery bh, 1967 


Paremcunt Interneticonal Cein Corporation 
Departnent 3 

$055 Worth Main St. 

Beyton, Shio Skis 


Gentlenen: 


in COIN WORLD for Decamber 28, 1966, your edver- 
tigenent offers 1852 U.S.,Aseay Office Gold Sen Frenciseo 
obverse die trials in silver end in brage. We weuld appre~ 
ciate it if you would send us the weight of each ef these 
items ond elso a photograph of one of them if you heave Lite 
#@ giso would like to xneow the source from which you obteined 
thege pieces. 


“@ might a@leo call your attention to the fact that 
an @pparently identieal silver die triel constituted Lot 77h 
in the December 2, 1966 Mayflover Coin Auctions, Ince and 
ves iilustireted in the catelocue, 


i? you cara to send us the pieces for study you 
ere free to de so and they will be phetegravhed and returned 
promptly. 

The appearence of these pieces is sath e surcrise 


tO u8, and others, thet they require proxpt study te be 
made of then, - | 


~ingerely youre, 


ERiC PF, WEWMAN BUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPR /etb 


oct | 
MraveDevid Bowers 
impire Building 

252 Main Street 
Johnson Sity, New York 





PARAMOURT/ | (in Cp | 


5055 NORTH MAIN STREET « DAYTON, OHIO 45415 «© TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 513 278-9611 


February 17, 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
ot. Liowis 5) Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. I would like further information, if 
possible, on the 1852-dated items so that we can describe them 
properly in our advertising. Are these restrikes in the sense 
that there exists originals that were struck in or about the year 
1852 - or were no originals struck? Iwas told that a number 
of pieces were offered for sale in 1915 at the Panama Pacific 
Exposition. Are the particular pieces sent to you of the era 
1907 - 1911? Or, do you know if the dies survived and these 
might have been struck at a later date? If, indeed, they were 
struck sometime in the 1907 - 1911 era would a description such 
as this be appropriate in your opinion? 


"1852 U.S. Assay Office of Gold $50 (then a 
description of the design) Uniface impression 
from the dies. Impression made circa 1907 - 
I91l. Evidently no pieces were struck from 
this die at the time the die was made. We 
presume that when the die came to light in 
the early twentieth century, trial pieces were 
made at that time, These pieces were among 
those offered for sale at the Panama Pacific 
Exposition in 1915."' 


Your comments will be appreciated. 
With best personal regards, I remain 


Sinceredy yours, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB:mlw DIVISIONS OF PARAMOUNT 
EMPIRE COIN CO. — WORLD NUMISMATIQUES - WINDSOR RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 


vA ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 22, 1967 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Paramount International Goin Corporation 
S055 North Main Street 

Dayton, Ohio 5h15 


Deer Deve: 


So far as I know, no original die trials were 
struck from the 1852 Humbert obverse die. The pieces we | 
examined are from the post-San Francisco fire era and | 
apparently are about sixty yeers old. I do not know 
where the die is, 


We might suggest that instead of the sentence 
"Evidently no pieces were struck from this die at the 
time the die was made", the following sentence be sub-~ 
stituted: "No pieces are known whieh were struck from 
this die during the pioneer gold period.” I would not 
say that the die came to light in the early twentieth 
century because its existence was no doubt known. You 
should also make the last word,in the first sentence, 
$ ingular * 


I know of no reason why the die would not be 
ean original, 


This piece is more or less in the same class 
as the Fugio New Haven die strikings. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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PARAMOUST NOS bs Cp | 


SOSS NOR MAIN "STREET « DAYTON. OHIO 45415 « TELEPHONE: AREA CODE Sis” 278-9611 


April 1, 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missourl 6317S 


Compliments of Dave Bowers. He thought you might like this. 


DIVISIONS OF PARAMOUNT 
EMPIRE COIN CO. - WORLD NUMISMATIQUES - WINDSOR RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 











April h, 1967 


Thanks to Dave Bowers for 
the article on forged halfpence 
which went along with the photo- 


graphs he previously sent me. 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 









H HATHAWAY AnD BOWERS, INC. 


HATHAWay © BOWERS. Lite 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVE. _ SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (Multiple Lines) (213) 941-8774 





Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


March 6, 1969 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Tt was nice to see you at the recent convention in Los 
Angeles. With this letter I am enclosing a copy of our 
latest catalog. You mentioned that your daughter, [I 
believe, was interested in automatic instruments. If 
you see anything of interest let me know. 


Under separate cover, I am having the Mel-O-Dee Company 
of Wexford, Pennsylvania send you a copy of their latest 
world catalog. If you see any rolls of interest just 
indicate which ones they are and mail the list back to 
me, The price is $1.25 each plus postage for the smaller 
rolls and slightly more for the larger rolls depending 
upon the one selected. The minimum order would be for 

a dozen rolls. Do not send me any money-I will invoice 
you. 


I have been following your writing in the coin field in 

the past few years, even though I have not taken an active 
business part in that area. I shall be entering the coin 
business within the next month or so. I shall look 

forward to corresponding with you from time to time 
concerning matters of mutual interest. 

With best special regards I remain, 


Sincerely yours, 


HATHAWAY & BOWERS, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB: bt 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Merch 20, 1969 


Mr. 9. David Bowers 

Hathaway & Bowers, Inc. 

11975 E. Florence Ave., 

Santa Fe Springs, Galif. 90670 


Dear Dave: 


Iam very grateful to you for sending me 
the information concerning automatic instruments 
for my daughter. I have told her to contact you 
if her interest develops. 





[I certainly want to welcome you back into 
the coin field es we heve missed yousparticularly 
the type of professional individual you represent. 





Kindest personal regards, and thanks. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN /stb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 














fe ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


— 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 2, 1970 


Mr. David Q@. Bowers 

Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Ine. 
Hathaway and Bowers Bldg. 

Santa Fe Springs,Cal. 90670 


Dear Daves 


Your interesting advertisement with respect 
to 1955 double die cents has led me to think about 
improving my piece. Mine is either extremely fine 
or about uncirculated and I wondered if you had an 
uncirculated red piece or mostly red which I can acquire. 


i also would like to know if the group of 
fifty pieces which you acquired all have their reverses 
offset a few degrees if the pieces are turned on their 
horizontal axis or if you have any that are not offe- 
set. This is of great importance in my research. 


Sincerely yours, 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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the past, and its 


tne president’s gavel, and other 
officers for 1970 are Ralph 
Hardman, first vice president; 
Dale Thompson, second vice 
president; Mary Carolan, secre- 
tary; and Nellie Bly Godsmark, 


ust 50 in Stock! 
1955 DOUBLE DIE CENTS! 


Very Exciting News! We have just 
acquired a choice lot of 50 1955 
Double Die cents - a group selected 
for quality. Each and every coin is 
absolutely guaranteed to. be genuine. 

Each 1955 double die cent is 
sharply struck and has all of the 
doubled features very pronounced. 
You’ll be proud to own and display 
these pieces. 

We offer two grades: AU (with 
some lustre) and Red and Brown 
Uncirculated (of a sharpness and 
quality much better than many 
recolored “BU” pieces ‘around!). 
Your satisfaction with the quality is 
guaranteed. If you aren’t 100% 
delighted, just return any coin within 
5 days for an instant cash refund. 


The 1955 double die cent is, of 
urse, THE modern rarity in the 
U.S. series. It has been estimated that 
ewer than 50,000 were coined. Our 
rete are right. You'll save even 
more if you buy a group of three or 
five. And, you'll like our quality! 


Fotel Muehlebach in Ke 
City. 

Regular meetings of the club 
are held the third Monday 
night each month at the Mid- 


Continent Bank Building, 


Choice Pieces! 


Choice 1955 Double Die Cents: 
1 AU piece for .......... $249.00 
3 AU pieces for ; 
5 AU pieces for: .. 1095.00 
1 Red and Brown Unc. piece for 
. . 295.00 
3 Red and Brown Unc. pieces for 


5 Red and Brown Unc. pieces for 
1149.00 
include postage and 
handling. Calif. residents add ‘5% sales 
tax or furnish resale permit. As per 
our usual offer, you can call us 
COLLECT to reserve any order for 
$200 or more. In this Special Offer, 
you can thus call collect to reserve a 
single coin or a group! Telephone 
Mrs. Dugan or Mr. Bowers at (213) 
941-8774 Monday - Friday 9 to 
noon, 1 to 5; Saturday 1 to 4. 

If you want to buy a 1955 Double 
Die cent, want to be sure of the 
authenticity, and want a choice one - 
consider these! Just 50 are available. 
First come, first served. These are 
GRADED CORRECTLY, so they’ll 
sell quickly! 


HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Dept.NN; Hathaway and Bowers Bldg. Santa Fe Springs, Cal. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 


Business by mail only. We maintain no 
over the counter facilities as all coins are 
kept in bank vaults. Members Professional 
Numismatists Guild; American Numismatic 
Association (Q. David Bowers is Life 


Member 336); other leading organizations. 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 16, 1970 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. 
Hathaway and Bowers Bldg. 
Santa Fe Sprihgs, Cal. 90670 


Dear Dave: 


In accordance with our second telephone conversation 
on February 13, 1970, I am awaiting the second 1955 double die 
United States Cent which you bought recently from a San 
Francisco source along with the one you sent on February 5, 
1970. The first one you sent, in our opinion, is a forgery. 
it is identical to several forgeries of the same coin which 
nave been turned over to the Secret jJervice and which others 
have also examined. The tragedy is that easy identification 
of the forgery from the juxtaposition of the obverse and 
reverse on some forgeries has been corrected. Now you should 
check on your other pieces, The knowledge of the juxtaposition 
defect has been well known for several years. The tell-tale 
characteristics of the forgeries are on a separate sheet. 





The defects noted in the accompanying sheet and a number 
of others are found on all of these forgeries and could not 
have happened normally to genuine coins. They happened because 
the coin from which the dies for these forgeries were made 
had routine dents in the first place. Naturally, the genuine 
dies could not have had the raised areas on its surface to 
produce these identical dents by striking. 


We are very anxious to have this forgery for our forgery 
reference material, You indicated you would have no objection 
to that because you were not going to return it to the party 
from whom it was purchased. We certainly hope the piece on its 
way and the others you had are genuine. eh 


The test as to lack of doubling of the Y in LIBERTY is 
unsatisfactory as that is nearest the center and least affected 
by rotation of the hub... If any defects are published, this 
might result ina new crop of forgeries being made. It is a : | 
most serious matter and has gone virtually unpubliciged for rk 
several years, Do you think it should be published? 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 





ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


—2= february 16, 1970 
Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. 


We hope you are able to recover the money you paid for 
this piece. It is the finest specimen of the forgery we. have 
met with, If you need it for reexamination it will be promptly 
forthcoming. } 


This is another reason we believe that the ANAT is of 
little value, if it has no power to destroy forgeries or at 
least force ANA members to announce adverse Opinions as to 
forgeries when a piece is offered for sale. Your feelings are 
most appreciated and we will talk about the matter again, 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 





FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 27, 1970 


ae David Bowers 
thaway and Bowers, Ince 
B&B. Florence Avenue 
Fe Springs, Calif. 90770 
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t have studied th 
double die wh: 1ic 
have no reason to believe tha 
but I have almost lost: confidence 
is good and what is bad any more. The perfection of 
forgeries is such that I don't think we will be able to 
tell in the future on this type of material. 


© 
4. 
u 


1 am trying to find out if there are other 
types of forgeries of the doublé die and I know there 
must be because there. are some pieces where the reverse 
is exactly in line with the obverse when turned on a 
horizontal axis. 


Even though the piece you sent me has many 
more dents and wear marks than the forgery, I am wonder- 
ing wiat price you want for it. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


GRIC Ps NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 











HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 





Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


March 6, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5,. Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter and your comments concerning the 1955 double 
die cent. I have tried telephoning Mr. Pratali (the owner of the Lit- 
tle Mint) for sometime now but have not been able to get through to 
him. So, I wrote him a letter and I haven't heard about this either. 
I understand that he is in the process of changing his coin dealer- 
ship into a silver commodity exchange - or something similar. So, I 
guess he has his hands full. When I get a chance to talk with him I 
shall let you know what he says. | 


Concerning the 1955 double die cent that you now have, I would want 
$350 net for it. If this is satisfactory just send me a check for 
this amount and I shall send you a proper invoice (the statement sent 
to you earlier was not an.invoice but was a memorandum). 


One annoying thing about forgeries in general is that while some of 
the characteristics might be readily identifiable on a top grade coin, 
the same might not be true if the coin is considerably worn (as could 
be done in a tumbler, for instance). 


Has any work ever been done on the crystalline structure of coin metal? 
It would seem to_me that after a period of years certain crystalline 
planes would form in the metal. It is for this reason that brass, for 
instance, becomes succeedingly brittle after a few decades. If some 
non-destructive test for crystal structure could be made than it would 
be possible ascertain whether a coin was made a longtime ago or rather 
recently. This crystalline structure could not be faked. 


Recently I have had the chance to read the price list of Dory Duplicates - 
a firm that specializes in the production of replicas of American colonial 
and other coins. This situation particularly aggravates me because proba- 
bly four out of five "colonials" received for my offer through the mail are 
not real colonials at all but are products of this firm! So, although the 








Mr. Newman 
page -2- 


original intent of the manufacturer might not have been to deceive, 
this admirable intention is forgotten by subsequent owners in some 
instances. 


With best wishes I remain, 


Sincer ours, 


HATHAWAY §& BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:ph 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 30,5 1970 


Mr. Qe David Bowers 

Hathaway & Bowers Galleries, Inc. 
11975 &. Florence Avenue 

Santa Fe Springs, Calif, 90670 


Dear Dave: 


I wrote a few letiers to find out more about the 
forgeries of the 1955 double die and, unfortunately, have 
learned very little more. 


fhe forgeries first had no offset on the back, Then 
this was corrected. One team of Americans wes apprehended 
for distributing these pieces but 1 cannot find out if the 
producer is as yet exposed. I was told that one forgery 
of the piece was made in Western Germany Dut it Sad Btrong 
hair lines whieh had been the result of die strengthening by 
hand tooling. The situation is just as wide opeh as ever as 
a number of sources can make superb forgeries for any coin 
when the demand is. there. 


The enclosed coin which you sent me is genuine so far 
as I’can tell. It is not superior enough td mine to justify 
my purchasing it. 


You asxed whether work was being done on the crystalline 
structure of coined metal. Considerable work has been done but 
it is not conclusive. It depends on the condition of the 
crystalline structure of the planchets which would vary depend- 
ing upon whether the rolling were hot or cold. It would also 
depend on the striking pressure. Added to thig is the problem 
of adulteration of the principal metal. There ocught to be a 
difference in wrystalline structure in an area where a mint 
mark were removed rather than on the original surface of the’: 
coin. Other problems of crystalline structure ccecur in that 
the surface would be different than the interior of the coin 
and therefore the Xeray or other ray penetration would have 
to be carefully controlled as to depth. 


Il am sorry that you are being besieged by those early 
American fakes which are given away as souvenirs. The wierd 
Stories I get as to their discovery are amusing and I em sure 
you get similar ones. The odd coing in that group are the 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 


_ OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS | | | | 


FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missourt 


am, Pe March 30, .197G 
Mre Q. David Bowers 


Parsons Sar and the New Hampshire piece, neither of which, in 
our Opinion, has a genuine original. It is like the Good 
Samaritan Shilling all over again. 


Il am working on the ANA St. Louis Cenvention at which 
L look forward to seeing you. 14 that time I want you :te be 
Sure to see our Gay Nineties Melody Museum because it has a 
superb collection of mechanical musical instruments which be- 
longed to a Sedalia, Missouri collector. This is right down 
your former alley. 


L am off to the Galapagos islands; shortlyy to see 
whether animals are as ncnvislent «s they are supposed to be. 


My best wishes. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
March 30,1970 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Hathaway & Bowers Galleries, Inc. 
11975 &. Florence Avenue 

Santa Fe Springs, Calif, 90670 


Dear Dave: 


I wrote a few letters to find out more about the 
forgeries of the 1955 double die and, unfortunately, have 
learned very little more. 


The forgeries first had no offset on the back. Then 
this was corrected. One team of Americans was apprehended 
for distributing these pieces but I cannot find out if the 
producer is as yet exposed. I. was told that one forgery 
of the piece was made in Western Germany but it had strong 
hair lines. which had been the result of die strengthening by 
hand tooling. The situation is just as wide open as ever as 
anumber of sources can make superb forgeries for any coin 
when the demand is there. , 


The enclosed coin which you gent me is genuine so far 
as I ean tell. It is not superior enough to mine to justify 
my purchasing it. 


You asked whetner work was being done on the crystalline 
structure of coined metal. Considerable work has been done but 
it is not conclusive. It depends on the condition of the 
crystalline structure of the planchets which would vary depend- 
ing upon whether the rolling were hot or cold. It would also 
depend on the striking pressure. Added to this is the problem 
of adulteration of the principal metal. There ought to be a 
difference in crystalline structure in an area where a mint 
mark were removed rather than on the original surface of the 
coin. Other problems of crystalline structure occur in that 
the surface would be different than the interior of the coin 
and therefore the X-ray or other ray penetration would have 
to be carefully controlled as to depth. 


I am sorry that you are being besieged by those early 
American fakes which are given away as souvenirs. The wierd 
Stories I get as to their discovery are amusing and I am sure 
you get similar ones. The odd coins in that group are the 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louts 5, Missouri 


Mre Q. David Bowers 


Parsons Bar and the New Hampshire piece, neither of which, in 
our opinion, has a genuine original. It is like the Good 
Samaritan Shilling all over again. 


Lf am working on the ANA St. Louis Gonvention at which 
I look forward to seeing you. At that time I want you to be 
sure to see our Gay Nineties Melody Museum because it has a 
superb collection of mechanical musical instruments which be- 
longed to a Sedalia, Missouri collector. This is right down 
your former alley. 


L am off to the Galapagos Islands, shortlysy to see 
whether animals are as nonviolent as they are supposed to be. 


. 


My best wishes. 


BPN/atb 


CERTIPIZD MAIL 
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/ ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missourt 
March 30, 1970 


Mre Q. David Bowers 

Hathaway & Bowers Galleries, Ine. 
11975 8. Florence Avenue 

Santa Fe Springs, Calif, 90670 


Dear Dave: 


I wrote a few letters to find out more about the 
forgeries of the 1955 double die and, unfortunately, have 
learned very little more. 


The forgeries first had no offset on the back. Then 
this was corrected. One team of Americans was apprehended 
for distributing these pieces but I cannot find out if the 
producer is as yet exposed, I was told that one forgery 
of the piete was made in Western Germany but it had strong 
hair lines which had been the result of die strengthening by 

-hand tooling. The sitvoation is just as wide oven as ever as 
a number of sources can, make superb sORgRrASS for any coin 
when the demand is there. 


The enclosed coin which you sent me is genuine so far 
as I can tell. It is not superior enough to mine to justify 
my purchasing it, 


You asked whether work was being done on the crystalline 
structure of coined metal. CGonsiderable work has been done but 
it is not conclusive. It depends on the condition of the 
crystalline structure of the planchets which would vary depend-~- 
ing upon whether the rolling were hot or cold. It would also 
depend on the striking pressure. Added to this is the problem 
of adulteration of the principal metal. There ought to be a. 
difference in crystalline structure in an area where a mint 
mark were removed rather than on the original surface of the 
coin. Other problems of crystalline structure occur in that 
the surface would be different than the interior of the coin 
and therefore the X-ray or other ray penetration would have 
to be carefully controlled as to depth. 


I am sorry that you are being besieged by those early 
American fakes which are given away as souvenirs. The wierd 
Stories I get as to their discovery are amusing and I am sure 
you get similar ones. The odd coins in that group are the 
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rf ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


wo Dine Mareh: 30, 1970 
Mr. @. David Bowers 


Parsons Bar and the New Hampshire piece, neither of which, in 
Our Opinion, has a genuine original. It is like the Good 
Samaritan Shilling all over again. 


[Tam working on the ANA St. Louis Convention at which 
Il look forward to seeing you. At that time I want you to be 
Sure to see our Gay Nineties Melody Museum because it has a 
superb collection of mechanical musical instruments which be-~ 
longed to a Sedalia, Missouri collector. This is right down 
your former alley. ‘ 


Lf am off to the Galapagos islands, shortly; to see 
whether animais are as nonviolent as they are supposed to be, 
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HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 





Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


AVE L.O, 2970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


I have written to Wayne Pratali. I have acquainted him with your in- 
terest in obtaining the coin for study. Can you take the questioned 
1955 double die cent and return it to: Mr. Wayne Pratali, Little 
Mint of ‘San Francisco, Inc.,. 155 Sutter. Street, San Francisco, Cal- 
ifornia 94104. As the former owner of the piece, Wayne would like 
the opportunity to examine it. Also he may have it to show to the 
person from whom he purchased it in order to obtain a refund. Il 

will send him a copy of this letter so that he will be conversant 

as to what I have said to you. 


Please let me know what the charges are in sending the coin to Mr. 
Pratali and I shall reimburse you. 


With best wishes I remain, 


Sincere ours, 


HATHAWAY §& BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:ph 








FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louts 5, Missouri 
August 11, 1970 


MreQe David Bowers 

Hathaway and Bowers Galleries, Inc. 
11975 % Florence Ave. 

Santa Fe Springs, Galif. 90673 


Dear Dave: 


I have just returned from a fine vacation, in Jamaica 
(long enough to rest thoroughly) and find your various letters. 
I am, naturally, quite disappointed that Mr. Pratali has not 
returned your money. 


You will recall that in view of the fact that the 1955 id 
double die cent which you sent on approval was & forgery, thet 
4t should not be returned so that it ended up being sold to 
someone else. This you agreed to, and I confirmed it by letter 
of February 16, 1970 to you and by letter dated April 27, 1979 
to Mr. Pratali. | 


By the letter of April 27, 1970 to Mr, Pratali, a copy 
of which was sent to you, I also offered to return the piece 
to Mre Pratali on his written assurance that the coin would be 
returned to ude On May 3, 1970 Mr. Bell, on behalf of Mr. 
Pratali, wrote you that he could not get hia money back without 
accese to the piece and agreed to make a refund if it was a 
forgery. He ha@ never written to us indicating that he wi li 
return the coin, if it is a forgery, and that the coin will not 
leave his hands. , 


I will see you at the ANA convention, but you wanted 
to hear from me before you came. Incidentally, your office 
sent me another bill dated August 5, 1970. 


It might be well if you tell Mr. Pratali that the coin 
can be turned over to the Secret Service by any of us and that 
does not change the obligation to refund the money paid. If 
Mr. Pratali cares to disclose who his source is, that would be 
helpful. Perhaps he will be at the ANA convention. — 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
BPN /atb EDUCATION SOGIETY | 
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HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, INC. 


11975 E. FLORENCE AVENUE — SANTA FE SPRINGS, CALIF. 90670 
Tel. (213) 941-8774 





September 10, 1970 


Directors: 


TERRY HATHAWAY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


It was nice seeing you at the A.N.A. Convention. I would like to 
wind up the situation concerning the 1955 Double Die cent. Will 
you please speed it on its way to Mr. Pratali posthaste and send 
me a note saying that this has been done? Or, if you do not have 
facilities for photographing it there, send it back to me and I 
will take enlarged photographs of it and then sent it to Mr. Pra- 
tali. In any event, Mr.:Pratali seems to want to.at least see 
the coin again before making a refund--and just from a curiosity 
and an educational viewpoint, I believe that I would make the 
Same statement if I were in Mr. Pratali's position. 


With best wishes, I remain, 





Y AND BOWERS GALLERIES, 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:bc 


Copy -tos Mr. Pratait 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 16, 1970 


ive Dave Bawers 

Hathaway and Sewers Galleries, Inc. 
11975 8. Plorenee Avenue 

$anta Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 


iy = & bi i e ¥ & 3 


that 2e will not permit the : 

and that he will return the coin after he checks the 
forged piece. You and I both agreed that this fergery 
sheuld not be put back in numismatic cirsulation. 


are Pratall certainly i#.entitled te see the 
e wd rn % a . 3 : : . 
L: double Gie cent before making a refund, but, s0 
Lar 28 4+ £ROW, he has not made a written agreeneat 
¥ + *. 
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4S soon @8 Mr. Pratali makes the. pledge being 
asked of him, in writing, then the coin will. be sent 
to you for photography and you can lend it to him for 
his examination and education, 


37 t. q ES . a | ‘ 
" P sgl A iA convention was a pleas ureBORSE nadhouse 
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Sinserely yours, 


ERIC P. wi 


TWHAN NUMIS MATIC 
EDUCATION SOcrI 


ETY 


EPH /atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 








September 16, 1970 


Dear Dave, 
Shall we continue talking 
about the matter I took up with 


you at the convention? 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 16, 1970 


Mr. Dave Sovers 

Hathaway and Sowera Galleries, Inc, 
11975 8. Florence Avenue 

Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 


Dear Dave: 
Thank you for your note of September 16, 1770. 


Mr. Prateli certeinly is entitled te see the 
1955 double die cent before making a refund, but, so 
far as 4 know, he has not made a written agreement 
thet he will net permit the coin to leave his possession 
and that he will return the coin after he checks the 
forged piece. You and I beth agreed that this forgery 
should not be put back in numismatic circulation. 


Se soon as Hr. Fratali makes the pledge being 
asked of him, in writing, then the coin will be sent 
to you for phetography and you can lend it to him for 
his examination and education. 


the ANA convention was a pleastiresone madhouss 
and i was glad to have the ¢pportunity of talking te 


FOU « 
Sincerely yours, 
BRIO P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
BNYVCATLION SOSIETY 

EPN/atb 
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Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
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September 20, 1974 
Managing Directors: 
James F. Ruddy 
Nancy Ruddy 
Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Eric Newman Rare Coin Sales and Research: 
Edison Brothers Stores Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
400 Washington St. Rare Coin Auction Sales: 


he ae 2. MO American Auction Association 
Dear Eric: 

I just wonder if you have any new thoughts or information concerning the "Higley" 
struck piece that I showed you at the ANA convention. If you have any further 
thoughts concerning this please let me know. 

It was good to have a chance to talk with you at length at the show. I hope 

the convention was very successful for you. I appreciate the opportunity of 
buying several of your duplicate pieces. 


With best personal regards, I remain 


Singerely yours, 


Q. David Bowers 


8 


— Bowers and Ruddy Galleries / American Auction Association — 





FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 23, 1974 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 

Los Angeles, California 90028 


Dear Dave: 


The Higley piece which you showed me at the ANA is #14 
in Bolen book, It is a muling done after the die was defaced and 
was done after Bolen had disposed of the dies. I consider it of 
no commercial value, but you might feel otherwise. 


It was very pleasant having the opportunity to talk to 
you at the convention and I will try to come to see you the next 
time I am in Los Angeles. 


I am extremely disturbed_by the pedigree listing of the 
silver center cent in the receit“atiction because the pedigrees are 
erroneous and because they used my name when they didn't use the 
names of others whom they know, particularly the owner of the piece 
up at auction. 


I want to clarify one comment in your letter. Those were 


not my duplicate pieces which you bought. That is a technicality, 
but is an important matter in my life. 


wes 
Ze 


Eric P. Newman 


Thank you for writing. 


EPN: jah 
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Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 


6922 Hollywood Boulevard / Los Angeles, California 90028 / Telephone: (213) 466-4595 








October 31, 1974 


Managing Directors: 
James F, Ruddy 
Nancy Ruddy 


Mr. Eric Newman Q. David Bowers 

c/o Edison Bros. Stores Rare Coin Sales and Research: 
400 Washington St. Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
St. Louis, MO 63102 Rare Coin Auction Sales: 


American Auction Association 


Dear Eric: 
At the ANA convention you mentioned that you would like to see my small col- 
lection of Virginia halfpennies. I am enclosing herewith for your inspection 


the group of 18 pieces. 


If you have any duplicates which I do not already have or any which signifi- 
cantly improve the varieties I have please let me know. 


I hope all is well with you. With best wishes, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 






James F. Ruddy 


A 


\ Ancls. 


&g 


— Bowers and Ruddy Galleries / American Auction Association — 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 21, 1974 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, California 90028 


Dear Dave: 


I enjoyed seeing your business office and was sorry that 
my time did not permit me to remain. I did not expect a telephone 
call from Denmark to come just when I handed you the article about 
your museum operation there, 


You stated that you would be glad to furnish me with an 
appraisal of a few coins and for that reason I showed you and Jim the 
four pieces of which I brought, namely: 


1797 Dollar, 9 plus 7 stars, Bolender 1, large letters 
on reverse, Uncirculated. Original unblemished frosty 
surface, 


1797 Dollar, 9 plus 7 stars, Bolender 2, small letters 
on reverse, Original ‘unblemished frosty surface. Uncirculated. 


1797 Dollar, 10 plus 6 stars, Bolender 3, large letters 
on reverse. Original unblemished frosty surface. Uncirculated. 


1855 Wass Molliter $50 gold piece with much original glow. 
About uncirculated. 





I would like a separate letter on each one of the foregoing coins giving 
your estimate of its current valuation. 


At least it was a pleasure to show you a piece or so which 
you had never seen in that kind of condition. 





Next time I come to Los Angeles, let's go out to dinner and 
have a pleasant time together instead of having business interrupt us. 


My best to alli of you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


RPN: jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 








POOL Lam: SA A GOI 6A ut ANU eke NARA ARM GRR ERO SE AE NR AA Ee Tee Oe eS 
6922 Hollywood Boulevard / Los Angeles, California 90028 / Telephone: (213) 466-4595 


eS “eR 








Bowers and Ruddy Galleries éggy° 


KS 
7 . 
Sx RIES 





November 21, 1974 


Managing Directors: 
James F. Ruddy 
Nancy Ruddy 
Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Eric P. Newman Rare Coin Sales and Research: 


Edison Brothers Stores Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
400 Washington St. Rare Coin Auction Sales: 
St. Louis, MO American Auction Association 


Dear Eric: 


It was a great pleasure to see you at our office here yesterday. 1 am sorry 
that you were in such a hurry--for it would have been nice to have talked 
with you longer. Also, I would have enjoyed seeing the 1/97 silver dollars 
in more detail! 


I am enclosing herewith an appraisal sheet for the four pieces in question. 
If there are any comments you want to make on these appraisals just let me 
know. The valuation of such rare pieces is somewhat a matter of conjecture, 
for there are no guideposts in the market to base valuations on. 


Concerning the 1877 Indian cent, I don't believe that it is quite Uncirculated 
for it does show some friction on the cheek. We would offer $400 for it. Please 
let me know your decision in this regard. 


I don't know what to say concerning the Cherokee notes. I would hesitate to buy 
them for stock for I am not familiar with their rarity, value, or other aspects. 
On the other hand I would be interested (if this is at all possible) in offering 
them on a consignment basis in one of our catalogues. If you could furnish the 
necessary historical information I would be pleased to give them "star billing" 
in one of our forthcoming Rare Coin Review issues. If you put a net price on 
them I will just add something for us and will offer them at a stated value. 
There would be no charge to you of any kind if the notes aid not sell. For our 
own purposes we would want five or six months to work with them, for this is 

the effective period of each of our catalogues. 


The next time your travels bring you to Los Angeles please write or call in 
advance and I will spend some time with you talking about different things. Il 
always enjoy our conversation! 


Thank you for the magazine clipping. 


With bes ersonal regards, I remain 





Sincer 


Q. David Bowers 


— Bowers and Ruddy Galleries / American Auction Association — 





Ss 6922 Hollywood Boulevard / Los Angeles, California 90028 / Telephone: (213) 466-4595 
4 November 21, 1974 
oy Managing Directors: 
1S Appraisal for: James F, Ruddy 
x 7 Nancy Ruddy 
ai Mr. Eric P. Newman clone | 
‘. : : Rare Coin Sales and Research: 
Ee Edison Brothers stores Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
Ro 400 Washington st. Rare Coin Auction Sales: 
a St. Tous. MO American Auction Association 
: 1797 silver dollar. Stars 9 by 7. Small letters. Choice frosty 
* Uncirculated with light toning. Replacement value: $60,000.00 
Mi 
4 1797 silver dollar. Stars 9 by 7. Large letters. Choice frosty 
Uncirculated with light toning. Replacement value: 30,000.00 
1797 silver dollar. Stars 10 by 6. Large letters. Choice frosty 
. Uncirculated with light toning. Replacement value: 35,000.00 
| 1855 Wass Molitor $50 gold, superb AU. Replacement value: 25,000.00 
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~David Bowers 
November 21, 1974 





— Bowers and Ruddy Galleries / American Auction Association — 
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Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
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November 26, 1974 
Managing Directors: 
James F. Ruddy 
Nancy Ruddy 
Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Eric P. Newman Rare Coin Sales and Research: 
6450 Cecil Ave Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
Sst. Louis 5, MO Rare Coin Auction Sales: 


American Auction Association 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of November 21st which crossed my earlier letter 
in the mail. If after receiving my earlier letter you would like the 
appraisal done in a different way--on separate sheets of papers or what- 
ever--just let me know and I will redo it. Or, perhaps it is satisfactory 
in its present form. I would be happy to redo it if you wish. 


I look forward to the pleasure of seeing you on a more leisurely basis the 

next time you are in Los Angeles. Unfortunately, one thing about our busi- 
ness is that we always seem to have about 20 hours of work to do in an 

eight hour day! I suppose this is good in a way--for it means we are 

always busy. On the other hand, some of the things I like personally--such 

as talking about the "good old days in numismatics,"numismatic history, and 
other things sometimes do not get the attention I would like them to. Anyway, 
the next time you come to Los Angeles be sure to let me know in advance--call 
collect a few days ahead of time--and I will re-arrange my schedule accordingly. 


With best personal regards, I remain 





— Bowers and Ruddy Galleries / American Auction Association — 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 2, 1974 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 
I sincerely appreciate your letter of November 26, 1974, 
as to your cooperation in rewording your appraisals of the coins I 


showed you in Los Angeles. 


It would be more convenient if you wrote a separate letter 
as to each coin. 


It would also be helpful if you could refer to "fair market 
value" or "fair value" instead of replacement value as I presume these 
are the same. 

I hope it won't be too much bother for you to do so. 

I have written the owner of the Cherokee paper money and 
will try to have your suggestion followed. The "star billing" idea 


sounds good to me. 


If you are ever in St. Louis, it would be great to sée you 
here too, 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 
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BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES, INC. 


SUITE 810 
6922 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028 





TELEPHONE: DIRECTORS: 

(213) 466-4595 JAMES F. RUDDY 
NANCY RUDDY 

January 36, 1975 Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Dear Mr. Newman: 
Thank you for thinking of us with regard to the $3 notes. We do have these notes 
in our collection, in fact we now have over 600 different $3 notes. I am returning 


the copies to you. 


Thank you again and I apologize for the delay in getting back to you on this. 


Sincerely, vy 


ee 7 9 Ie, 
2 yl wd 
J bd ve a enamet & 


Nancy Ru 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 5, 1975 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 810 
Hollywood, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


It was most thoughtful for you to send me a copy of your 
book, I have read portions of it, but not all. I am sure that it 
has a great appeal to those who start with a profit motive and 
fortunately many of those end up as collectors and researchers with- 
out the need of a profit motive. You, however, have put dignity into 
the profit motive from the start. 


I look forward to seeing you and discussing our many mutual 
interests. 


Kindest regards and thanks. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 








“Bowers and “Ruddy~ Galleries, Inc. 





6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 
errs Directors: 
ames F, Rudd 
June 25, 1975 jet Ruddy , 


Q. David Bowers 


Rare Coin Sales and Research: 


Mr. Eric P. Newman Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 


Le Rare Coin Auction Sales: 
6450 Cecil Ave American Auction Association 
St. Louts:), MO 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for enclosures of your correspondence to and from Mr. Spanbauer 
and Mr. Gaspar. Both were quite interesting! 


It was good to see you in Chicago a few weeks ago. I look forward to seeing 
you again soon--probably at the ANA here in Los Angeles. 


With best.zwishes, I remain 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 30, 1975 


Mr. Walter Breen 
P. O. Box 352 
Berkeley, CA 94701 


Dear Walter: 


As I promised, I am sending you photocopies of the 40 Sh. 
N.H, 11/5/75. The genuine cover due dates of 1779, 1780 and 1782. 
The counterfeit in 1779 has the ornaments fourth and fifth lines of 
the text in different position and different in structure. Do you 
have a 1781 due date photocopy for me? 


The 30 Sh. photocopies of N.H. 11/5/75 are all 1780 due date. 
Compare these to the 1781 due date in my book. Note that there is a 
tiny secret star on the inside border of each side. One of my 1780 due 
date photos is marked counterfeit. I have no "genuine" 1780 due date to 
compare with. The H in THIRTY is too wide and the second S in SHILLINGS 
ig too narrow when compared with the 1781 due date. I suspect that the 
signatures are not good on the 1780s. 


Compare the above with yours and let me have your views. 


The higher numbers than the authorized issue may be replacement 
notes for those which wore out. 


It was stimulating to see you in New York and I look forward 
to the next time. Please let me hear from you promptly as to the pile 
of 30 Sh. and 40 Sh. N.H. notes you are working on. 


Best from, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 30, 1975 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
5922 Hollywood Blvd 


- 
- ; : ra OMmr © 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


¥ ‘ AanrT 


vear vave: 


Thank you for sending me the information about the Auer 
book on nature printing This process involved using putty which 
harden. It was one of those interesting re-inven- 
lec | : 
0 


would take form and 
tions without any | 


peen 


b chow 
discovered over 


fot 


wt 


edge of the fact ttl 
0 years before. 


iat a simpler process 


} aaa 


Interestingly enough the National Geographic 
mentions Franklin's na 


nature printing. 


[ enjoyed your article in Coin World as well 
writings. 


I attended the grading meeting 
you I have not often 


in New York an 
en seen so many 
Jim will receive 


ind Jl can assur 
differences of opinion. I 
information as to what took place. 


Kindest regards, 


Eric P. Newman 
EPN: jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 29, 1975 


Mx. Q. David Bowers 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles, CA 9002¢ 


Dear Dave: 
At your convenience would you be nice enough to write me 
the fair market value of the uncirculated 1848 Quarter Eagle showed 


you in L.A. with CAL.punched over the reverse. 


That would be appreciated. Congratulations again on being 


columnist extraordinary. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS _ 
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“Bowers and “Ruddy Galleries, “Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 





Managing Directors: 


April 13, 1977 obra mantongs 


Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington St 

St. Louis, MO 


Dear Eric, 


I am enclosing herewith a copy of the March 28th issue of "AB Bookman's 
Weekly."" You may be interested in knowing that your book is mentioned 
as one of the 100 sources in the article "The Book Trades in Early 
America" which begins on page 1874. For specific mentions of your 

book see the left hand side of the text on page 1889 and also the 
alphabetical listing on page 1895. 





Q. "David Bowers 


encl. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 15, 1977 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90023 


Dear Dave: 


You were very thoughtful to send me the Antiquarian Bookman's 
Weekly and I appreciate it. 


It occurred to me that you would make a very excellent speaker 

at the Numismatic Literary Guild Forum. Would you like to do that? 

I am supposed to be in charge of that forum this coming year and 20 
minutes from you on the subject of your selection would be a delight. 
Would you take time off from business for that long as you are really 

a scholar at heart in the first place. Naturally you could talk on 
business matters relating to numismatics if that pleased you rather 

than some other topic, 


My kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P,. Newman 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Guild 





Tlewslettex Editox May 315 1977 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your recent note. I can understand 
your position concerning numismatic investments. 


I would like to give the Forum a write-up in our 
next newsletter. As soon as you hear from Bowers 
and your speakers are set, please drop me a line. 
Thank you again. 

Cordially, 

ee 

Lee Martin 

Numismatic Literary Guild 

Newsletter Editor 


LM:mc 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 3, 1977 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


I believe Lee Martin was nice enough to give you the detail 
on where and when your talk would be as part of the Numismatic Literary 
_ Guild Forum. I believe you wanted to know this before you said yes. Ll 
have been in China and, therefore, did not have the opportunity to follow 
up. Will you be nice enough to give me formal approval of your willing- 
ness to give a program. 


Kindest personal regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


7 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 








“Bowers and “Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 





6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 
June 13, 1977 Many kala 
Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Lee Martin 
Numismatic Literary Guild 
Newsletter Editor 

P. O. Box 667 

Beaumont, CA 92223 


Dear Lee: 


Can you let me know more about the forum to be held on Friday, August 26th, 
at 4 P.M.? I would be pleased to participate, but at this point I have no 
information concerning it. Am I to give a talk or discussion, or am I to 
be part of a panel to answer questions fielded from the floor? Will there 
be audio visual aids such as a Kodak carousel slide projector available? 

I would like this if I am to give a talk on my own. 


Perhaps the best thing to do would be to give me a call once you receive this 
note and we can discuss it. I would like to start preparations. I very much 
appreci the invitation. 





@ A Subsidiary of General Mills 


—_ 
‘Bowers and “Ruddy Galleries, “Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 





Managing Directors: 


June 14, 1977 al bi 65, 


Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis 5, MO 


Dear Eric: 


Lee Martin telephoned to say that the educational forum at the ANA 
will comprise four speakers each talking for 20 minutes. As I have 
not given a program of this type before at the ANA, can you tell 

me what general topics would be of interest or, if you don't have 
any suggestions, can you tell me what the others are speaking on 

so that I can range something appropriate? 


I very much appreciate your kind invitation. 


Best wishes, 


Roe Ahi XK 
Q. David Bowers 
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o* ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 15, 1977 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


I am overwhelmed by your New England collection and plan to 
study it more thoroughly. It must have been the accumulation of several 
collections to assemble this large a group. 


The only thing which I have in duplicate which is a real gem 
is the 1734 New Hampshire Private Merchants note which ought to be in 
your collection. I will not sell it, but would exchange it for something 
else. 


In the meanwhile I will be checking my New England dup licates 
and I hope I can find something which will be of interest to you. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 











‘Bowérs and “Ruddy Galleries, “Inc. 





6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 
Managing Directors: 
James F. Ruddy 
Nancy Ruddy 


Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St signi Si5, Mo 


Dear Eric: 


I am enclosing herewith an updated "have list" of what I presently 

own in the way of obsolete New England currency circa 1790-1865-- 
including individual notes, scrip, proofs, and sheets. I would be 
interested in purchasing any items not on the list or items which 

you have which are in significantly better condition than the specimens 
I presently own. I am interested in plate letter variaticns so would 
consider a note with a different plate letter to be wanted also. 


I look forward to hearing from you further. 


With besfapersonal regards, I remain 





Q. David Bowers 


encls. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 31, 1977 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


I am writing to you because you are President of the Professional 
Numismatist Guild, You will recall that in the Garland vs. Ryan arbitra- 
tion arranged under the authority of PNG a substantial amount of evidence 
was accumulated by Lester Merkin, Herb Bergen and Ronnie Carr as arbitra- 
tors. Each one of these arbitrators was asked to make available the 
information in their files. They have consistently turned down all 
requests on the ground that they were not authorized by PNG to do so. 

The matter was fully concluded and a judgment rendered based upon the 
ruling of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. 


Several years ago John Smeis was an official of PNG and he 
answered such a request by saying that the PNG would neither approve nor 
disapprove of the dissemination of the information. That was not con- 
sidered by the arbitrators as an authorization to release the information 
and was construed to be a no action position. 


I, therefore, would like to ask you if you would obtain authority 
for each one of the arbitrators to release to those requesting it any 
information in connection with the arbitration. 


I look forward to hearing from you after you have had an oppor- 
tunity to take this up with your organization. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newnan 





jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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‘Bowers and “Ruddy~ Galleries, “Inc. 





6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 
Managing Directors: 
September 12, 1977 Mk mca, 


Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis 5, MO 


Dear Eric: 


Concerning the arbitration matter, I am enclosing a separate letter on 
this. I hope it gets resolved to your satisfaction. I ama relative 
newcomer to the "situation." I imagine that the hesitancy in the past 
has been based upon fears of lawsuits or other problems. If some sort 
of a guarantee can be made that this will not occur or that the PNG 
would be protected I don't imagine there would be any problem. However, 
I can't speak for others so we will have to see what happens. 


I very much appreciate your invitation to participate in the NLG 
symposium at the ANA convention. I enjoyed this very much. It also 

was nice to learn of your experiences in China during our meeting of 

the Rittenhouse Society. By the way, today's Wall Street Journal con- 
tains an article on population control in China. The thoughts expressed 
there coincided with some of your comments. 


I was very sorry to learn of the loss of your coins at the ANS theft. 
If you or the ANS can supply me with pictures we will keep them on file 
and can then identify any pieces which might be offered to us. I hope 
that recovery can be made. 


With best personal regards, I remain 





Q. David Bowers 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 15, 1977 





Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 

Thank you for your cooperation with respect to the robbery. 
I am enclosing a reprint or two of the loss with some pictures. More 
pictures will be furnished if you have any question about any pieces 


that come your way. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encls, 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR. EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION | ) 
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- Bowérs and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 





6922 Hollywood Blud., Suite 600 Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone: (213) 466-4595 
November 10, 1977 ee me. 
Nancy Ruddy 


Q. David Bowers 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Lottie o..nG 


Dear Eric: 


I am working on a book pertaining to the romantic, historical, and senti- 
mental aspects of United States silver dollars. If you have any 
interesting anecdotes, human interest information, or other details 

you would like to relate based upon your wide experience in the numis- 
matic marketplace as a researcher and collector I would be very pleased 
to receive it for possible use. I would like the book to be entertaining 
and interesting as well as numismatically informative. 


The deadline for receipt of this is December lst. Any help or interest 
you might give certainly would be appreciated. 





Q. DaVid Bowers 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 15, 1977 


Mr. Q. David Bowers _ 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


It is always a pleasure to help you in any way we can. Your 
request for information concerning U. 8. Silver Dollars for your new 
book will be answered piecemeal in order to fall within your time 
schedule. 


I am sending you handwritten notes suggesting various topics 
and resources. I am also sending you xerox copies of certain pictures. 
Anything you wish to have photographed in my collection can be done here 
for you. 


You might wish to reread the Fantastic 1804 Dollar as it is 
loaded with stories and with references to other stories. The lawsuit 
about the 1804 dollar might be an interesting item. I presume Whitman 
Publishing Company won't care what you extract from the book as long as 
you give the source. 


Let me think further about the matter and perhaps new thoughts 
will come to me. 


Kindest regards, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 
Encis. 


P.S. Thank you for the Judd pattern book. EPN 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 


November 18, 1977 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis ap,' BO 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter and the very interesting enclosures. I 
certainly will keep these in mind when I start on the silver dollar 
book! 





Q.” David Bowers 
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May 17, 1978 


Eric and Evelyn Newman 
6450 Cecil 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric and Evelyn, 


Christie and I both enjoyed immensely the “grand tour" of your home and 
the evening's entertainment last Friday. As I mentioned to you the fol- 
lowing day, I could have spent a month there unattended and would not 
have lost one iota of fascination. Your warm hospitality will always be 
remembered by both of us. 


Upon returning home to double check your address I was astounded to find 
that for some reason you have not been receiving our current catalogues; 
at least I did not have a record of your address on Cecil Avenue. So, 

to make up for this I am sending you under separate cover by United Parcel 
Service a hefty file of past volumes. I don't know where you'll find a 
place to put them - I'll leave that up to you! In any event I thought 

you might find them to be of interest. 


I hope that your surgery at the Massachusetts General Hospital works out 
well. As I mentioned to you, one of my best friends here in California, 
Richard Simonton, was a pioneer patient in this type of surgery and had 
it done about ten years ago by Dr. Charnley in Wigan, near Manchester 

in England. Since that time the operation has become fairly widely done, 
and apparently the success ratio is close to 100%. When you've recovered 
and feel like dropping a line or two please let me know how things went. 


Again, thanks to both of you for 





Q. David Bowers 
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August 4, 1978 





SUBJECT: (1652) NE Shilling 


This is a recapitulation of the events that have transpired in the past week 
or so with regard to several (1652) NE shillings. 


Several months ago we received a consignment from a midwest dealer, last initial 
R, consisting of a number of colonial coins. These were subsequently incor- 
porated into the 1978 American Numismatic Association auction catalog. Included 
here gots. 2, 6, 13,° 24, 16,62, 75, and 78. 


Lot 2 is a (1652) New England shilling, variety Noe 1-A described as being in 
Very Fine grade with surface irregularities. 


Approximately one week ago I received a call from Dick Picker who told me that” 
this coin conformed identically, as evidenced by photographs in his possession, 
with a coin he had evaluated in the summer of 1977 for the American Numismatic 
Association Certification Service. This evaluation was done in conjunction with 
Eric P. Newman. Both Dick and Eric, after due deliberation, concluded that the 
piece evaluated last summer was a very clever forgery. 


A day or two after Dick Picker's call I received a call from Bill Anton stating 
that he possessed a coin which conformed precisely to the photograph of Lot 2 
in our catalog! Upon quest‘ioning it turns out that the coin was purchased as 
genuine from a west coast seller with the last initial P. 


A telephone call to John Hunter of ANACS revealed that the coin considered to 
be a forgery by Dick Picker and Eric P. Newman and evaluated through the ANACS 
was sent by a gentleman with the last initial of P, not an ANA member, who 
lived on the west coast. At this point there was an indication that the same 
person who submitted a coin to ANACS submitted the same or a similar coin, at 
least one with the same surface characteristics, to Bill Anton as genuine. 


Today, August 4th, Alan V. Weinberg, a long time California collector of 
colonials, came to my office and brought with him a (1652) NE shilling which 
bore the same surface indentations and irregularities as Lot 2 of the ANA sale 
and presumably the same as those exhibited by the ANACS and Anton coins (the 
latter two may be the same coin). 


So, at this point we know of at least three, possibly four, coins which have the 
same surface nicks, marks, and other irregularities! The implication is, of 
course, that no more than one of these coins can be authentic. 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 
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Concerning the provenances of the pieces, the ANACS and Anton specimens, which 
may be just one coin or may be two separate coins (I have not seen the photo- 
graphs or coins themselves at this point), can be traced to a California seller 
with the last initial of P. The coin in our ANA sale was obtained from a mid- 
western dealer who upon being telephoned said that he obtained it from a 

seller, last initial F, who "obtained it from an Estate in Valentine, Nebraska." 
Alan Weinberg's coin was purchased by him from a well known California dealer 
who in turn reportedly acquired it from a well known Texas dealer who in turn 
reportedly purchased it at a London auction. 


While activity at this point has centered around the (1652) New England shilling, 
Bill Anton reports that from the same California seller, "P", he also obtained 

a 1/92 Washington cent precisely identical in its surface characteristics to 

Lot number 78 of the ANA sal2! Other pieces in his possession may also be 
Similar to other ANA lots, in his opinion. 


As a precaution we have withdrawn from the sale all of the lots consigned by our 
midwestern dealer. Undoubtedly more information will come to light in the next 
several weeks, but while events are fresh in my mind I thought it best to drop 
this memo to those of you who have been involved to this point. Also I an 
sending information to Eric Newman who was involved in the earlier evaluation of 
the ANACS coin but who this week was not home in St. Louis so could not be con- 
tacted. 


Sincer ‘ 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mbj 
ec: Richard Picker 
Bill Anton 
Alan Weinberg 
hn Hunter 


Eric Newman 
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August 7, 1978 


Mr. John Hunter 
ANACS 


©21Q nw ‘Mee. ote 
Viv ite VAOVAUC 


Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
Dear John, 


Pursuant to our conversation, 1 am enclosing lots 2, S, 13, 14, 16, 62, 7/5; 
and 78 from the 1978 American Numismatic Association sale. At least two of 
these (lots 2 and 78) are subject to strong question, as you know, and another 
one (lot 16) is certainly deserving of close attention as well. As this 

group of coins represents the entire consignment of midwestern dealer "R" 

I consider it desirable for you and Eric P. Newman to see all of them lest 
some of the others lend additional clues. On the other hand, if some of the 
others have an unequivocal clean bill of health, please bring them with you 

to the ANA convention and give them to me on PNG Day so that they can be in- 
corporated in the sale. 


Please keep me posted as to your thoughts. 
Bes 


é 


Q. David Bowers 
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August 10, 1978 


Mr. Richard Picker 
PO; . Box 123 
Albertson, NY 11507 


Dear Dick, 


Thank you for your enclosures. I have photocopied them and am returning 
the originals (which themselves are photocopies) herewith. 


I talked with Eric about the suspected pieces and he said that he would 
like to have the opportunity to study them at home where he has his photo- 
graphs, notes, and the like. In the meantime [ have forwarded the coins 
to John Hunter of ANACS who as an independent authority can then send them 
along to Eric. 


I feel that this situation may be the tip of an iceberg, so to speak, and 
t would like to have the ANA (or some other authority) to pursue it to a 
logical conclusion. Just to return the coins to their former owners and 
have the money refunded to the purchasers is not enough, for that does not 
get to the source. Obviously these pieces, if they are indeed forgeries 
(and I am being cautious with my wording here - for at the least they are 
highly suspicious), are of such a level of deception that virtually anyone 
can be fooled by them. Who knows what other coins, pieces which might be 
of lower value and thus subject to less careful scrutiny, might be of the 
same fabric? 


I very much appreciate your ,help,; Dick. John Hunter will be the clearing- 
house for what is happening, so I'll send a copy of this*letter to him as 
well as to Eric. | 


Best IES, 

f be 

£ / BAK, 

Ai AAs 
sd Bowers 


CDB/mb 7 

Ene losures 

cc: John Hunter 
Eric Newman 
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August 25, 1976 


Mr, QO. David Bowers 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear David: 


I was sorry to have missed supporting you in anything you 
did at the convention. I felt it was better for my health to stay 
here. 


I received from ANACS the items withdrawn from your sale 
catalog, being eight in number. 


I will comment on them only to say that the Rosa 1722 Half 
pence is copper and is not made of the standard mixture which a piece 
from the identical die in my collection is made out of. The edge of 
the piece submitted is much too smooth, Of course, it could be a 
copper pattern, but I doubt it. 


The color of all of the coins submitted is bad, most of 
them having been put in a fire. 


I now must ask you to contact Alan V. Weinberg whom you know 
and who volunteered information on the New England shilling. Please 
ask him whether he has examples of each of the coins which were withdrawn; 
when and where he bought them, and whether he did loan them to anyone for 
study or examination. 


I presume Bill Anton showed you his pieces and they ought to 
be photographed, weighed, etc. 


I am ready to talk to you further about this matter at your 
convenience, 


My best wishes to you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 6, 1978 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blivd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 

I am curious to know the source of your #12 and #13 in the 
8/21/78 Branigan sale. These are supposed to be rare but several have 
shown up recently. Perhaps I should also know who bought them so I 
could examine them, 

Any suggestions would be appreciated. 

As to drafting something for ANA I enclose some ideas for 
your comment. Please give me any of your thoughts for improvement. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 
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A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


1. No member shall knowingly offer to acquire for value or 
acquire for value, or offer for sale for value or transfer for value 
any numismatic forgery as herein defined or participate in any such 
action. 

2. No member shall offer for sale for value or transfer for 
for value any numismatic item without disclosing to the offeree or 
transferee the full information such member has as to any opinion of 
the American Numismatic Association Certification Service that such 
item is not genuine. 

3. No member shall after having possession, ownership or 
knowledge of a numismatic forgery fail to disclose to the American Numis- 
matic Association Certification Service at its request all information 
he has relating to such numismatic forgery including its prior ownership 
source and relating matters. 

4. A numismatic forgery for the purposes hereof shall be a 
numismatic item which is either (a) a numismatic item which if sold is 
a violation of the Hobby Protection Act; (b) a numismatic item altered 
for numismatic purposes and not for circulation; (c) a numismatic item 
made after 1940 which is a copy of a numismatic item theretofore made. 
Copies made prior to 1940 as determined by prior listings in sale and 
auction catalogs shall not constitute a numismatic forgery for the purposes 
hereof. 

(d) An electrotype or cast copy regardless when made. 

(e) Counterfeits made for circulation as money if designated 
as counterfeits are not to be included as numismatic forgeries, but such 
shall be subject to laws of the jurisdiction of the issuer of the genuine 


item. 





(f) Design and legend deviations from genuine pieces shall 
not exclude items from being numismatic forgeries. 

6. Nothing herein shall prohibit the sale of numismatic 
forgeries of primarily gold or silver for an amount not exceeding their 


boullion value. 
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September 13, 1978 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St... Bouts, MO). 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


It was a pleasure to examine the outstanding group of silver dollars you 
showed to John Murbach and myself. We have evaluated the coins carefully and 
have come up with the following grades and current replacement values: 


1794 VF-35, $17,000 

1795 two leaves EF-40, $2,200 

1795 three leaves AU-55, $8,950 

1795 draped bust, small eagle reverse MS-65, $25,000 
1797 stars 9 x 7 small letters MS-60, $11,000 

1797 stars 10 x 6 large letters MS-65, $20,000 
1797 stars 9 x 7 large letters MS-60, $8,900 

1798 15 stars small eagle reverse MS-60, $12,000 
1798 13 stars small eagle reverse MS-60, $11,000 
1798 13 stars heraldic eagle reverse AU-55, $3,000 
1799/8 MS-65 $12,500 

1799 stars 7 x 6 MS-65, $12,500 

1799 stars 8 x 5 AU-55, $3,000 

1800 MS-60, $6,500 

1801 MS-65,$12,500 

1802/1 MS-60,$6,500 

1802 AU-55,$3, 000 

1803 small 3 AU-59 (very close to MS-60), $3,590 
1803 large 3 AU-59, $3,500 





Q. David Bowers 
President 
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1794 
1795 
L/95 
1795 
1796 
1796 
1796 
1798 
1798 
1798 
1799 


1799 


1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1802 
1803 


1803 


over 


over 


U. S, DOLLARS 
Strong v.f. 
Flowing Hair. 2 leaves under wing. 
Flowing Hair. 3 leaves under wing. 


Fillet Head. B=-14. Unc. 


brilliant, 


Bel, Unc. 


B-5. Gem unc, 


Large date. Small letters. B-5. Unc. brilliant. 

Small date. Small letters. B-l. Unc. brilliant. 

Small date. Large letters. B-4. Gem unc. 

15 stars. Small eagle. Small letters. B-2. Unc. 
13 stars. Small eagle. B-la. Gen unc. 

13 stars. Heraldic eagle. B-31. Unc. brilliant. 

1798 15 stars on reverse. B-3. Unc. brilliant. 


7 stars on left and 6 on right. 
Unc. brilliant. 


8 stars on left and 5 on right. 


AMERICAT. B-19. Unc. brilliant. 


B@-2, Une, brilliant. 


1801 B-2. Gem unc, 


B-6. Use. brilliant . 


omall/s, B=4,° Une. - britlianst. 


Large 3. 5B-6, Une, brilliant. 


Small eagle. 


B-23. 


Large letters B-5. 


Unc. 


1794 
1795 
1795 
1795 
1796 
1796 
1796 
1798 
1798 
1798 
1799 


1799 


1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1802 
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1803 
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over 
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Strong v.f. Ye 

Flowing Hair. 2 leaves under wing. B-l. Unc. oes Hi) 
Flowing Hair. 3 leaves under wing. B-5. Gem unc. AY ra: 
Fillet Head. B-14. Unc. brilliant. MS eS 


Large date. Small letters. B-5. Unc. brilliant. 


Small date. Small letters. B-l. Unc. brilliant. 


Small date. Large letters. B-4. Gem unc. 


15 stars. Small eagle. Small letters. B-2. Unc. SMS (0 


13 stars. Small eagle. B-la. Gen unc. MG Go 

13 stars. Heraldic eagle. B-31. Unc. brilliant. KA) ny 

1798 15 stars on reverse. B-3. Unc. brilliant. MS ae 

7 stars on left and 6 on right. Small eagle. Large letters B-5, MS 6S” 
Une. brilliant. 


8 stars on left and 5 on right. B-23. Unc. A) . 


AMERICAI. B-19. Unc. brilliant. MS (2 


B-2. 


1801 


B-6. 


Small 


Unc. brilliant. MS bs 
B-2. Gem unc. MS bO 
Unc, brilliant. AU ny 
3. B-4, Une. brilliant. AY Lg 


Large 3. B-6. Une. brilliant. AU SY 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 15, 1978 


s Mr. John Murbach 

SS Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear John: 
In accordance with your suggestion, there is enclosed herewith 
for trade the $10 United States Note series 1901, #£46156556 in uncirculated 
condition. You indicated that this had an exchange value of $750.00. 
This will be exchanged through Midwest Money Company of St. Louis, Missouri. 


Please make your check payable to Midwest Money Exchange and send it to 
me for delivery to them. 


Kindest personal regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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Mr. John Murbach 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 





Dear John: 


In accordance with your suggestion, there is enclosed heeewith 
for trade the $10 United States Note series 1901, #E£46156556 in ung irculated 
condition. You indicated that this had an euchange value of $750,:9. 
This will be exchanged through Midwest Money Company of St. Louis, Missouri. 
Please make your check payable to Midwest Money Exchange and send fh to 
me for delivery to them. 


Kindest personal regards, 


Eric P,. Newman 


jah 
Encl. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 15, 1978 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90928 


Dear Dave: 
As to various open matters: 


1. Please send me the date and page of the Virginia City items you 
wish to photograph. 


2. I have contacted Cliff Mischler to find the TAMS code on forgeries 
which I know will improve what I wrote. 


3. I have written Alan V. Weinberg to send his NE Shilling, just as 
you did * 


4. I spoke to Virgil Hancock and he thinks the forgeries consigned 
to you could be made from powdered metal dies like the rare small U.S. Cents 
which you remember, and perhaps by the same person. 


5. I am enclosing tentative opinions on some of the pieces withdrawn 
from your sale. I'1l send the opinions to ANACS in due course. 


6. Can any of yourexperts locate in a catalog or otherwise the original 


Washington Born in Virginia with the large and clear edge dents. It could have 
been in an auction in recent years. 


7. I am sending a list of the pieces I would like to have valued. I 
showed you all except the 1796 pieces (I do not need a valuation of the 1797 
pieces as you did that for me previously at $65,000, $35,000 and $30,000 in 1974). 
I was told that prices at the last Stack sale were very strong. 

8. Tell John I'il send my Hawaiian holdings shortly and the Bison note. 


9. The hot blooded prehistoric theory is beautiful logic. I'm only a 
few million years from finishing it. 


It is a pleasure to work with you on these fascinating matters. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
Encl, 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
JF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 








September 15, 1978 


Mr. and Mrs. Q. David Bowers 
1575 Alexis Place 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 


Dear Christie and Dave: 


The evening we spent together was delightful for me and I 
only wished my wife had been along to share your hospitality. It is 
so refreshing to see active people at home surrounded by books, pretty 
things, quaint things and comfort. 


Your devotion to mechanical musical instruments makes your 
living room so personal and so alive. I'1Ll bring my own nickels next 
time so I can play several instruments at once. I am glad you moved 
your Wooten desk to a position of honor. The warehouse you have must 
be full of more exciting things and next time you must give me a hint as 
to what is there. 


Your selection of such a fine dinner was most appreciated and 
your thoughtfulness in having John drive me to the end of the world was 
beyond expectation. John and I did have a stimulating conversation. 


Thanks again for your graciousness. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 

















ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louts 5, Missouri 


September 18, 1978 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


Under separate cover I am sending you the six pictures which 
you requested. 


Pleage instruct the photographer to handie these with the 
utmost of care as the paper is very brittle. 


You may return them at your convenience. It was a pleasure 
to be of assistance to you in this regard. 


weiey 


la 4 
Eric P. Newman 
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6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
September 20, 1978 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


Thank you very much for your evaluations of the dollars 
which I showed you. Unfortunately I showed you 1797 pieces instead 
of 1796 pieces which I had intended to bring. Would you write a 
separate letter covering your value estimates for each different 
year, excluding 1797. That would mean eight letters and I hope that 
will not be too great an inconvenience to you. 


Cordially yours, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 27, 1978 


_ Mr. John Murbach 
_. Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
“ $922 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
Dear John: 


I am enclosing a list of my better grade Hawaiian as you 
requested. | 


I hope it is helpful. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


Encl. 
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October 17, 1978 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO.’ 63105 


Dear Eric, 
I very much appreciate borrowing the illustrations of Virginia City. These 
have been sent back to you under separate cover, and you should receive them 


SOOn. 


Thanks again. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mbj 
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9 November 1978 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missourl1 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Enclosed please find a rather intriguing 1807 Quarter. I 

have sent the coin in the envelope provided by the consignor 
which pretty explains his position on the piece. I have also 
sent xerox copies of some of the pertinent information. 


The basic question is whether the 5% Gold is in the alloy or 
plated. As I am sure you will agree, if the coin was struck 

in an alloy, it certainly qualifies as a pattern, since it is 

a normal die struck in an off metal. On the other hand, if the 
coin was plated in gold, it qualifies as a piece of jewelry, I 
suppose. There is also an additional consideration. As I am 
sure you noticed, it does have a rather intriguing reeding on 
the edges. My knowledge of coins indicates to me tnat this is 
the original reeding applied at the time of the striking, quite 
possibly from a closed collar. If that is true, it may very 
well be some sort of an experimental piece. 


To further confuse the issue, David totally diagrees with every- 
thing I have said above and thinks that it is quite simply a 
plated coin and of little or no numismatic significance. Would 
you please be kind enough to give me your thoughts on the coin. 
We would probably like to publish your letter of findings on 
this coin as part of its pedigree. The coin was submitted for 
our February, so we would appreciate you early reply. 


On the subject of the Ruben coin from ANA, I have talked to 

John Hunter and we will see what we can do about having the 

coins donated to ANACS. We are leery of incurring any legal 
expenses in so doing. I will let you know further as we go 

along. 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
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I am attempting to contact you by telephone today. The ANA lot 
#25, which was consigned by Bill Murray was purchased by him 
from an old New England Bank. He declined to name it, since 
apparently he has an inside source for some old material that 
the Bank has been holding for many years. Whatever that means. 


Thank you again for you always welcome help. 


Sincerely, 


Gable ~ 


Robert Korver, Manager 
Auction Department 
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DATE? =>. Pr Aptril 10, 1978” . 


TO; Mr. Richard Grantham 
6964 Kings Harbor Drive | 
Rancho Palos Verdes, Ca. 90274 


SUBJECT : Analysis ae an 1807 Coin ) : a te | | 


t i f, , ' ; 


sau 7907 Me MTC CCUT TUT Te Le : 
The quarter was mounted in the scanning electron micro- 
scope (ISI IIIA) and examined with an energy dispersive 
X-ray analyzer (Princeton Gamma Tech Model) for the elements 





present. 


The results showed that silver was the principle ele- 
ment present and gold the next most prominent constituent 


in the quarter. A small amount of copper was also found. 


Respectfully submitted, 


| EMS LABORATORIES 
Be ite. 
a V3 JA. Tipe — 
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USA 1807 25¢-Plated 


In our opinion this 
as described. 


No. E-6061-A 
is a genuine Original coin 
It has been registered to:, 


Richard D. Granthan 
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E-7262-A Willow Tree Shilling fake with a large space Letween the second Pa v 
A and the First T of MASATHVSETS. In between the first T and hay om he 
the H is a left upright of an H which is supposed to appear to 7 thers , 


be double struck, but which is not. The inner circle of dots 
on the obverse is very irregular under the second S. 


On the reverse there is a large space between A and N of AN. The 
XII is much too far to the left and the beaded circle on the 
reverse is oval rather than round. There is a planchet split from 
the right underside of the tree through the second §S. The large 
roots of the tree are virtually all on the left side of the trunk. 
The piece is a forgery. 


E-6061-A This coin is a genuine U.S. 1807 small 0 25 cents which has been polished 
and then gold plated. Its specific gravity is 10.8 which is slightly 


higher than silver because of the gold plating. Its weight is 
4% under official weight even with the gold plating. There is a 
thin raised die break in a diagonal position on the lower part of 
the neck. There is a depression in the field inside of the first 
and second stars from the bottom on the left. The piece is arti- 
ficially gold plated to hide the tooling and thus permanently 
altered. Maybe somé’ want ed to pass it as a Half Eagle. 


E-7341-A 16 shilling Massachusetts note dated May 25, 1775, number 3188, 
and is genuine, 


E-6997-A 1787 Connecticut copper Miller 26-AA. Genuine. 
E-7428-A This is a forgery of a non-existent bar. The Parsons $20 bar 


dated 1860 was invented about 1952 and a few were made. Parsons 
issued no bars, There are $18, $20, $50, etc. bars. They are 


gold. Copies are made in lead and other junk with various variations. 


Although once listed in the Red Book the gold bar was removed along 
with many other fakes from the same source. The gold bar submitted 


is marked 25 6/10 dwt, but only weights 22 17/24 dwt. You indicated 


it is 18 carat, but it is marked 18% carat. You show a 14.7 specific 
gravity which shows substantial adulteration. This is one of the 
originally produced fakes. It is also illustrated in the Dec. 1965 
COINAGE, in April 15, 1969 Coin World, Ghost Towns of the Colorado 
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ge ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 16, 1978 


Mr. Robert Korver 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Bob: 


You have asked our opinion with respect to an 1807 United 
States Quarter Dollar you sent in. 


This Quarter Dollar was submitted to me as an authenticator 
by ANACS in October, 1977, #£-6061-A. I am enclosing a copy of my 
then opinion which should be modified by eliminating the word tooling 
and using "acid cleaning rather than whizzing or polishing" instead 
of "tooling". 


There is nothing unusual about the milling on the edge. It 
seems original and normal. You and the scientific laboratory say it 
could possibly be from a closed collar, but that is impossible (1) 
because in 1807 the closed reeded collar had not yet been developed in 
the U. S. Mint, and (2) many of the reeds are diagonal and these cannot 
occur in the use of a closed collar. The idea of it being an experi- 
mental piece is wishful thinking. The engineering study of its metallic 
content may have analyzed the metal near the surface because the copper 
content isn't shown. In a silver coin the copper would be much more 
prominent overall than the gold plating. On the surface, however, gold 
would be more prominent because of the plating. 


Since you asked for an opinion of mine to publish in your 
catalog, I am writing a separate opinion and enclosing it. 


IT am returning the coin. I am afraid that Dave and I agree. 


Sineerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jeh 
Encls. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 





In our opinion the 1807 Quarter with small o in the date is 


altered by a thin yellow gold surface applied by electroplating. The 
coin appears first to have been chemically cleaned. The specific 
gravity of 10.8 is higher than mormal United States Quarters of that 
period because of the gold plating. The coin in its present state is 
47% underweight even with the gold plating, but this could have occurred 
in ordinary weight deviations in planchet production and/or chemical 
cleaning prior to electroplating. The edge milling is full and normal. 
Both the crater-like depression in the field between the lower two left 
side stars and the hair and the die break on the neck are normal die 
defects, The die breaks on the reverse are also customary. The serif 
on the right base of the I in AMERICA is not struck up and there is a 
slight dent in the upright at that point. This is a genuine coin which 


has been altered, 


Eric P, Newman Numismatic Education Society 


In our opinion the 1807 Quarter with small o in the date is 
altered by a thin yellow gold surface applied by electroplating. The 
coin appears first to have been chemically cleaned. The specific 
gravity of 10.8 is higher than mormal United States Quarters of that 
period because of the gold plating. The coin in its present state is 
47, underweight even with the gold plating, but this could have occurred 
in ordinary weight deviations in planchet production and/or chemical 
cleaning prior to electroplating. The edge milling is full and normal. 
Both the crater-like depression in the field between the lower two left 
side stars and the hair and the die break on the neck are normal die 
defects. The die breaks on the reverse are also customary. The serif 
on the right base of the I in AMERICA is not struck up and there is a 
slight dent in the upright at that point. This is a genuine coin which 


has been altered. 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Bivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





16 November 1978 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lous, .Missoura), :63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I have just had a telephone conversation with the people who did the 
analysis on the quarter that I sent you. According to the way this 
particular type of activation analysis works, the exrays penetrate 

only a 40 millionth of an inch into the surface of the item and most 
of the read-out is in the top ten to twenty millionth of an inch. If 
there were a very thin gold coating on the coin, it might account for 
the 5% composition. However, to my way of thinking at least, the coin 
would certainly show a much more brilliant golden color. Additionally, 
that very-very thin coating would hardly account for the specific 
gravity registered for this coin. Just thought you might like to know. 


Sincerely, 


Robert Korver, Manager 
Auction Department 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 21, 1978 





Mr. Robert Korver 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc 

) Hollywood Bivd., Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Bob: 


I am glad that the laboratory which worked on the 1807 Quarter 
recognized how small the penetration was in the surface. The peculiar 
coler may be the result of plating, both gold and silver onto the coin 
at the same time or at separate times. 


The high specific gravity might have been caused by an 


inadequate copper mix such as sterling silver or Spanish American 
silver being used, instead of the routine mixture ordinarily used. 


I hope this answers some of your speculations and I am glad 


that you pointed them out. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





Janaury 10, 1979 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric, 

I am enclosing herewith a xerox copy of the cover, title page, and first ten 
pages of the winter, 1979, (current) issue of "Manuscript". You will find that 
the procedures undertaken to apprehend a forger in a related field, autographs, 


to be interesting. 


Best hes, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/eg 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
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ERIC NEWMAN, 
6450 CECIL AVE 
ST LOUIS MO 63105 


PEAR ERIC 

T HAVE A PRINTERS DEADLINE NEXT TUESDAY, THE 13TH, FOR THE BOOK, IF IT 
TS IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR SCREDULE AND DESIRE, PLEASE SEND ME YOU 
COMMENTARY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SOQ THAT IT CAN BE INELUDED, , 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP AND INTEREST, 


BEST WISHES, 


es, 


—— =e ra. 
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION’S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 














"Adventures" is an exciting interplay of collectibles, 
collectors, history, discovery, and marketability. 

Its carefully assembled facts and illustrations are 
powerfully presented making the book fun as well as 
stimulating to read. It is aA rare combination of the 
pedantic with the romantic in numismatics and its con- 
current ancillary diseiplines. 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 30, 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


Blessings on your book. It has the impact to make it 4 
great boon to numismatics. Hooray for the author. 


Thanks for sending Evelyn and me the autographed copy. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





May ‘18, 1979 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Lowiss) MO. 63105 


Dear * Bric: 


I hope this letter finds all well with you and Evelyn. Thanks again for 
your great help with my "Adventures With Rare Coins" book. 


As you may have heard, our firm will be auctioning the Garrett Collection 
for Johns Hopkins University. The unrestricted auction sale will take 
place over the next several years and will be in several different sections. 
Inasmuch as the colonial, territorial, and certain other sections of the 
catalog are quite extensive and valuable, it is our plan that each sale 
catalog contain selections from each major area. In other words, rather 
than having one immense offering of colonials - with obvious repercussions 
to the budget of colonial collectors - it is our plan to have each sale 
have a selection of colonials within it. 


Our plan is to produce a reference book describing the collection and its 
contents. This book, which will be several hundred pages in length, will 
give a general history of United States coinage and will be illustrated 
with specimens from the Garrett holdings. Once this is done then the indi- 
vidual auction catalogs will be prepared. 


In the collection there are many interesting pieces, many of which are probably 
familiar to you. If not, I would be happy to send you a list of any areas 
which might be interesting. As I would like the reference book and auction 
catalogs to be as complete and as accurate as possible, I would be very appre- 
ciative for any opinions you might care to give concerning the provenance or 
status of any items. In particular, I am quite interested in the Spanish 
style Brasher doubloon. I have read what Breen said about it in the 1958 
American Numismatic Society publication, what Adams said about it in "The 
Numismatist'' and also the notes he left at the American Numismatic Society 

on the subject, and a few other locations. The "Colonial Newsletter," issue 
of March-June 1966, page 28, notes: 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
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Eric P. Newman 
Page Two 


"There is no doubt that in 1787 Brasher went off on his own and made his 
gold doubloon and LIMA-style doubloons (one very competent expert doubts if 
the LIMA-style are bona fide). 


In talking with Ken Bressett, he said that you had some thoughts concerning 
the LIMA-style piece. I have not been able to find anyone else who is par- 
ticularly against the piece, but this may or may not be significant - for 
your opinion, backed with reasonable evidence, may be worth more than the 
casual opinions of others. In any event, Eric, your thoughts on this would 
be very much appreciated. 


After you have had a chance to think about this why not give me a call at 
your convenience? Our toll free number is 800-421-4224. 





Best/personal regards, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB: jh 





Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Bivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
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May 7255 1979 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri: 63105 


Dear Eric, 


It was a pleasure to talk with you on Thursday. Over the next few weeks I 
will be sending you information as per our discussion. 


I will send you under separate cover this week the following three coins for 
your commentary: 


1. The Higley threepence, our inventory no. 93, with legend THE WHEELE GOES 
ROUND. When returning this please register it at a value of $30,000.* 


2. 1787? Brasher "Lima" doubloon, our inventory no. 196. Please registerthis 
for $10,000. 


3. 1852/1 $20, Augustus Humbert, our inventory no. 1769. Please register this 
for $20,000. 


On further thought, I will enclose a few other items which we did not mention: 
these will be our inventory nos. 197 through 202 inclusive and consists of six 
pieces which bear "E B'" counterstamps, some of which may pertain to Brasher. 
This entire group can be registered for $5,000 when returning it. 


Can you acknowledge receipt of these when you get them? 


While knowledge of our having acquired for auction the Garrett Collection is 

fairly common throughout the coin field, no official announcement has been made. 

We are awaitirg the timing suggested by the University trustees in this regard. 

So, I ask you to keep in confidence for the moment the fact you have these pieces - 
if you do discuss them, please be judicious. 


Concerning your thoughts about the Lima piece the truth is what counts - not how 
the public will feel about it. If you feel that the piece is not authentic then 
by all means say so. On the other hand, if the coin does have a clean bill of 

health then it would be wise to state this as well. It would seem to me that the 
signature on the piece would be very helpful in this regard. If the punches con- 
form precisely to the signature on the regular 1787 Brasher doubloons, then this 


x + tl ‘or 
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would be a point in the Lima piece's favor. 


It would seem to me also that if non-destructive testing of metal content could 

be accomplished, it could be determined what alloys and trace elements in addi- 
tion to gold would be present in the coin. I imagine that in 1787 the alloy would 
not be precise. If such a test showed that the piece had an alloy that conformed 
to the later United States Mint standard for gold coins, this would indicate to 

me that coin gold was used, possibly from a melted-down United States issue, and 
the piece would be suspicious. Perhaps you could think of other tests. 


Any information that you furnish to me, Eric, will be given appropriate credit 
in the manner that you wish. 


I am sending along with this letter copies of the Guttag presentation of the 
1783 "bit". When John Work Garrett acquired the Colonel John W. Ellsworth 
Collection in March 1923 he acquired a duplicate of this piece. As he needed 
only one, the other was sold throught Wayte Raymond, who handled many of his 
duplicates, to Julius Guttag, who offered it for sale. 


Keep in touch and let me know what you come up with. I very, very much appre- 
ciate your help and interest! 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/eg 
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June 6, 1979 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 


I am enclosing herewith a letter copy to Dick Picker which is self explana- 
tory. The two coins mentioned are now in your hands (or will be soon; they 
were sent from here on Monday). 


Work on the “grand project" is coming along well. I just wish that there were 
about 48 hours in every day! 


Basically, the book will provide an overview of United States and colonial 
coinage together with a view of coin collecting in America during the period 
that the Garrett Collection was formed ( from the mid 1860s until the mid 
1930s). 


Eric, thanks again for your really super help. Any time you want to talk about 
any of the items, feel free to give me a call on my home number which is: (213) 
274-1398. There is a tape recorder attached to the telephone, so just hear the 
tape out. If I am there I will then pick it up at the end of the tape. If not, 
you can leave a message and I will return the call. In any event I invite you 
to call collect and I will take care of the charges. 


Thanks i Eric. 





Best 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/eg 


Enclosure: 3 photographs plus copy of letter to Richard Picker. 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 














6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





June 6, 1979 


Mr. Richard Picker 
2. OC, bert 123 
Albertson, New York 11507 


Dear Dick, 


It was nice to talk with you the other day. I am enclosing polaroid pictures, 
enlarged two diameters (four areas) of two of the pieces we discussed. Picture 
#1 shows the reverse of the Higley coin. The circular marks on the reverse are 
not marks put on the coin after it was struck but, rather, result from the die 
itself being turned in a lathe before the lettering was put on. The marks are 
discontinuous; that is, the marks do not extend on the top of the letters or 

in the spokes of the wheel. I have looked at the piece quite carefully and feel 
that it is a genuine product made by punches (rather than cut by hand) and struck 
from dies. The coin itself is in the hands of Eric Newman for examination. I'll 
send a copy of this letter to Eric so that he'll know that I contacted you con- 
cerning it. 


Pictures 2 & 3 show the-,|742 Brasher piece. In researching numismatic refer- 
ences on this piece in "The Numismatist" and elsewhere the opinions seem to be 
that the piece could haveieeen issued legitimately by Brasher. As late as 1821 
Spanish-style- doubloons were being made in New York City without interference 

by the United States government (but with their knowledge). It seems reasonable 
based upon the literaturé.”* that Brasher, around 1787, could have made Spanish-style 
cdoubloons for use in circulation. The fact that one of these was sold at auction 
by Scott in 1894 for a low price woulc seem to indicate that there was no great 
fraud involved (as might have been the case had they been issued later). The 
fact that large amounts of money were being paid for false things is evidenced 

by the fact that T. Harrison Garrett paid in 1883 $500 to Lyman H. Low for a so- 
called Bermuda gold twenty-shilline piece. Another Spanish-style doubloon came 
to light in the second decade of the 20th century, was identified by Waldo New- 
comer, and was favorably discussed in The Numismatist'at the time. 


When cataloguing the Garrett Collection I would like to present things in their 
true light. If any piece is not legitamate I want to state as such. On the 
octher hand if there is reason to believe that a piece is legitimate I would like 
to remove any "cloud" that might be over it. 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


Mr. Picker 


Page 2 


thines, I have talked concerning 


So that you know with whom I am discussing ¢t 
N 


the general subject of colonials with Eric 
['ll send each a copy of this letter so that they will know some of my thoughts. 
With each will be duplicates of the pictures sent to you. 


ewman, Ken Bressett, and John Ford. 


When I have a tentative listing of all of the colonials in the Garrett Collection 
ready I'll send it to you in the event that you would like to see photographs 
| 


(or the actual coins themselves) of any item which might be of particular inter- 


est or question. 


Best wishes, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/eg 


fas, won Ford 
Ken Bressett 


Eric Newman 


Enclosures 

















ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 7, 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


You asked me to acknowledge receipt of items you sent from 
the Garrett collection and I am pleased to do so. The three items 
mentioned in your letter of May 25, 1979 are on hand. The six 
counter-stamped items, being numbers 197 through 202 were not received 
as yet. 


You were going to send me all the information which you have 
gathered on the Brasher Spanish Doubloon, on the Nova Constellatio 
material and on the Higley piece. The Humbert speaks for itself. 


I am also looking forward to the information in the card 
file on Colonial coins as a whole, as this would make a major addition 
to my research file. 


I have taken pictures of the Brasher and Higley and in due 
course will have them enlarged for study. The work I plan to undertake 
on them will not be fast as these are very difficult pieces and I will 
be discussing the problems with you from time to time. 


I wish to thank you again for the Guttag Brothers bulletin 
which was a piece of the jigsaw puzzle I was unaware of. 


I look forward to seeing you when you are in St. Louis, but 
a lot is going to happen before then. Wow! 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 8, 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 
I am writing you as a Board member of the A.N.A. to be. 


The suit of Ferris vs. Ruben is still pending and no 
depositions have been set. It is possible that the case could be 
settled before any depositions have been taken. As you know, Ferris 
claims all of the coins were sold as replicas and includes the 1783 
Washington which, in my opinion, is a genuine restrike. I do not 
know what Ruben is going to claim. 


What I think should happen is that this is such a serious 
situation that the A.N.A. should furnish money to Ruben's attorney to 
take the deposition of Joe Ferris, and the party who endorsed the Joe 
Ferris check in Oakland, California, and also the party who sold similar 
coins to Mr. Anton. I am omitting mention of the names deliberately. 
This is such an important matter, in my opinion, that money should be 
spent to develop the facts. Otherwise, all of the facts may be un- 
available even if the litigation continues or is settled. 


Call me if you have any questions. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P,. Newman 


jah 
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Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Bivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





June 14, 1979 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St ilouls: Missouri » 331L05 


Dear Eric, 


Thank you for your letter. I was pleased to learn that the three items had 
arrived. I had intended to send the six additional counterstamps but these 
were inadvertently left at the bank. They are being forwarded to you under 
separate cover. Some of these are from the Ten Eyck Collection and were 
described inthat catalogue. 


I don't have the information at hand yet for the card file, for our represen- 
tative in Boston, Dr. Richard Bagg, has the cards in his possession and has 
been working with them at the American Numismatic Society and elsewhere. I 
expect to have them on hand within the next week or two. At that time I will 
make a copy and forward it to you. 


Concerning the Higley piece, this was discovered by Howland Wood and was described 
in'The Numismatist' circa 1915. I don't have the exact citation on hand as I 


write this letter, but if you don't know what it is I can easily get it for you. 


Eric, I very much appreciate your help. 


Best wifghes, 





Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 18, 1979 


Mr. Q, David Bowers 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc, 
6922 Hollywood Blvd,, Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 
The box of EB counterstamped coins arrived. 


I find the Garrett Spanish Brasher doubloon came from the 
Waldo Newcomer collection. In 1931 Garrett also obtained about 
10 other Colonial rarities from Newcomer at the same time, 


Mehl was selling Newcomer's American coins while Newcomer 
was living and sold all the rest of American Colonial pieces to 
Edward Green. 


Perhaps the index cards will show what Garrett got. I have 
the Newcomer inventory and can figure it out from what you have if 
your records do not give details. 


Don't forget the enlargements of the Spanish Brasher and 
the edge pictures of the Nova silver pieces. 
Sincerely, 


SER ; Bt -* - _— 
ee fh 


Bric” P, Newman 


jah 





To 


Date ~~ i Time 


WHILE YOU WERE OUT 


A SSS) 
Telephoned Please Return Call ae 
Called To See You ee Will Call Again py 
Wanted To See You Ma Returned Your Call = 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 3, 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 
The Connecticut Higley containing the wheel was 


turned over to Dick Picker for his examination. I also showed it 
to Ken Bressett. It is genuine in my opinion. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 








Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





August 6, 1979 


Eric and Evelyn Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St« > Loess. MO) 63105 


Dear Eric and Evelyn: 
Thank you very much for the lovely luncheon at Trader Vic's... I really had a 
nice time. And, it was quite a treat to have Ken Randell come all the way 


from Boston just to attend. 


Eric, it was also nice to see your office. The next time you telephone I will 
have a mental picture of where the call originates! 





Andy telephoned me on Wednesday. It turned out that Thursday, the day I had 
free, was not convenient for him. Friday was taken up with an ANA governors 
meeting - my first after having been "elected." 


Dick Picker told me that you gave him the Higley copper. So, I expect that I 
will receive it back from him when he is finished examining it. Concerning the 
Brasher Spanish piece, due to the publication deadline I will be going to press 
with the book which will describe, among other things, the Brasher coinage. lI 
am sending you under separate cover today a copy of the colonial section of the 
book. You might skim the Brasher section which appears toward the end, and give 
me a call if you want to raise a red flag on anything. Hopefully the book will 
be completely in the hands of the printer for final publication within about 

two weeks. This has been quite a project! 


Eric, for your great help. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB: JH 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 











ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY {| § f= 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 15,. 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc, 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


In your kind letter of August 6, 1979, you mentioned that 
I was to receive under separate cover the Colonial section of the 
book you were writing. I have not received it and I see that you 
are pushing toward a quick publication. 


With respect to the Spanish Brasher Doubloon I do wish to 
raise a red flag. It is a very doubtful coin, so I want to try to 
make a determination as to certain facts with respect to it. I need 
an enormous enlargement of the "E B" counterstamp on a 
genuine normal Brasher Doubloon and the same on the Spanish Brasher 
Doubloon so that at least we can determine if those are from the same 
punch or not. 


I also would appreciate a picture of a genuine Lima 1746 
Doubloon if one can be located. 


As you already surmise the lettering in the word Brasher on 
the New York Doubloon and the Spanish Doubloon seem to have been punched 


with different punches. 


It is a pleasure to work with you on this project and I look 
forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 19, 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


Many congratulations on the new numismatist in your family. 
I hope you are not assigned to cleaning up his bung. 


You asked for corrections to your wonderful book and I am 
sending in a few pages with what I consider essential modifications. 
I am merely correcting misleading comments or specific errors. In the 
portion concerning Bungtown I have been immodest enough to refer to 
my own writing, but I don't have room to insert the dirty explanation as 
to its background. 


I hope I have been helpful and will look for other essential 
corrections. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encls. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 4, 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90023 


Dear Dave: 


You have again demonstrated mastery in writing and in 
salesmanship. The sale of the first section of the Garrett collection 
was a historic event in itself. Your book about the coins in the 


Garrett collection was paralyzingly fascinating. I sincerely congratu- 
late you and your staff. 


Cordially, 


Eric P, Newnan 


jah 





Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





December 12, 19/79 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note of December 4th. Coming from you, one of the people | 
admire most in numismatics, your comments concerning the Garrett Collection 
book are particularly meaningful to me. Thanks again. 


Christie gave birth to a baby boy, Andrew Valentine (Valentine is Christie's 
maiden name) Bowers, 5:04 a.m., December 8th. So, we have a new arrival to 
the family. 


; 


Best nay ae regards, 






‘ ares 
avid Bowers 


Q. 


QDB:JH 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 





Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





September 27, 1979 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Ste Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending along the token. The museum 
in question was operated by a Mr. Conley, who has an ownership interest or 
is otherwise associated with the Lewis-Howe Company, manufacturer of Tums. 
The museum featured instruments which were rented on a three-year contract 
basis from Paul Eakins of Sikeston, Missouri. After the museum was open for 
three years it was decided to discontinue the rental proposal, and the 
machines were returned to Eakins, who then in turn sold them to Walt Disney 
World in Orlando, Florida. I did have occasion to visit the museum when it 
was in operation. It was very nicely done in custom-designed settings for 
each piece. 


Thanks 






Best wishes, 


V 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB: JH 





Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 











ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 25, 1979 


Mr. Q,. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
Dear Dave: 
In my token pile is a Gay 90's Melody Museum token from 
St. Louis in 1967. You probably know all about this operation which 
closed. Please accept this token with my compliments. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


Enel, 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 6, 1979 


Mr. RODETE BORE cic iisininces 

_Bowers & Ruddy Galleries ae 
"HST Iywood “Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Bob: 


In answer to your telephone inquiry, I find that Judd 601 
(AW 633) being the 1867 coronet half eagle in nickel is listed as item 
338 in Kosoff's book entitled Illustrated History of the U. &. Coins 
as follows: 


"Two known the other being in the John Hopkins University 
Collection” 


Thus Judd owned it, Kosoff had it in 1962 and sold it. Kosoff 
illustrates it. 


Also, one belonged to William H, Woodin of New York in 1913 as 
mentioned in the Adams ~- Woodin book. Who acquired the Woodin collection? 


A-W describes the piece as probably unique in 1913. 


Now you can follow the thread more easily as to the missing 
Hopkins piece and the one that appeared recently. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 30, 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 

I have examined the EB punch marks on my set of Brasher 
spoons. Each spoon has two punch marks. The punch marks seem to 
be the same as those on the New York doubloon. They are different 
from the punch marks on the Spanish Brasher doubloons. 


Do you have any spoons with the oval punch mark EB? 


Kindest regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 














ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 30, 1979 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Bivd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 

Would you be nice enough to have someone on your staff 
mail me a positive print of the 1804 Dollar which you sold in 
(L979. Ie ds the’ Ridler pees I believe you furnished a positive 
print to Coin World. 

i The, problem is that apparently Abe Kossoff£ furnished us the 
picture of the wrong coin when the book on the 1804 Dollar was written. 
We were worried about it at the time. 1 enclose a photocopy of your 
picture. 


Sincerely, 


Eric FP. Newman 
jah 


Encl. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 24, 1980 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 
As to your desire for Jackson token related matter, I. have 
a large collection of second Bank of the United States notes (genuine 


and counterfeit) as well as counterfeit detectors listing the known 
counterfeits of them. If you need any of these, please let me know. 


I enclose a ‘photocopy of the Jackson Humbug Glory Bank comic 
circular, This is a must. 
I have thé 1886 first publication of H.T.T. by Low. 


A friend of mine, Tom Schweich, a Yale University undergrad 


' history major, has just written 4n excellent paper on Jackson tokens © 


which I recently checked. it may be submitted for publication but he'll send 
a copy if asked, It has a good ppt toere mm and new thoughts as to reasons 
for the coinage and background. 


I have wood cut abiraiee from Harper’ 3 Weekly of Thomas H. Benton 
. of Missouri. He is the Mint Drop man. 


I nope I have been helpful. 


Kind regards, 


Eric P. Newman 








Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Bivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





June 30, 1980 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note which was waiting for me when | returned from a 
trip. When I get involved more deeply in the Hard Times token project 
I'll certainly get in touch with you concerning this material for illustration. 
In the meantime | look forward to the possibility of seeing you at the 
convention in Cincinnati. 


Best wishes, 


/ 
/ jy - 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/ac 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


CHaNGt UF ADDRESS NOTICE: 





Lttective immediately, please change your records to reflect our new mailing ‘f 





add rFesSs« 

igh AVDRESS: NEW ADDRESS: i 
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QW. David bowers Q. David bowers 

Christine K, bowers Christine R. bowers 

pox LobY Box 1224 

peverdy tills, CA 90210 Wolfeboro, Nit 03894 


Note: As we will be in transit between now and November 15th, any correspondence 
(which should be directed to Wolfeboro) will be answered around the 1J5th. 
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©. David Bowers 


Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


April 7, 1981 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter which was waiting for me when I returned from a two-week trip 

to California. I very mudiappreciate your nice comments concerning our Garrett Collection 
Sale. I only wish that I had been able to spend another year on it -—- but I guess that 

in all walks of life and business time is the most precious commodity. The total 
realization to Johns Hopkins was over three times their appraisal and over twice their 
most optimistic expectations! 


I read with interest the Coin World article on your museum in St. Louis. It sounds as 
though it is beautifully done (as I would expect with anything you do!) and is quite 


an attraction. I look forward to visiting it next time I am in your city. 


Best fpersonal regards, 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 21, 1981 


Mr. QO. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave; 

In your "High Profits from Rare Coin Investment" the illus- 
tration on page 77 of the earlier editions, and page 60 of the seventh 
edition, there is in my opinion a forgery of a Massachusetts Oak Tree 
Shilling. The identical coin is now in my*hands for study from Stacks, 

I saw another forgery from the same false dies in January, 1981. “Both | 
are double struck and thus most deceptive, There are probably many more, 

ue suggest that you remove this picture from your next edition | 
and substitute another, 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newnan 
jah 


P.S. This coin was apparently sold by B & R as lot #1740 Feb. 1976 and 
Lot #500 Dec, 1977, , 


EPN 


©. David Bowers 


Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


May 20, 1981 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Tt was nice to see you in Colorado Springs at the meetings. 


T don't know what type of information the American Antiquarian Association needs, but here 
is some information concerning me: 


I am a graduate of the Pennsylvania State University (1960) and in 1976 received their 
Alumni Achievement Award given by the College of Business Administration. I am American 
Numismatic Association Life Member No. 336 and have been a member of the American 

Numismatic Society and the Royal Numismatic Society (to mention just a few of many 
organizations in this field to which I belong) for many years. I have served as a member 

of the Board of Governors of the Professional Numismatists Guild and also that organization's 
president (1977-1979 term). I am recipient of the Professional Numismatists Guild "Founders' 
Award." 


I am currently a member of the Board of Governors of the American Numismatic Association and, 
apparently, will be vice-president of the organization in August. 


IT have written quite a few books on numismatics, including "Coins and Collectors" (1965), 
"Adventures With Rare Coins," and "The History of United Statés Coinage as Illustrated by 
the Garrett Collection." The latter book received the Friedberg Award last year and also the 
Numismatic Literary Guild's "Book of the Year Award." This is the first time that any book 
has earned both of these awards in the same year. 


I have been a columnist for "Coin World" for many years and have received several "Best 
Columnist" awards from the Numismatic Literary Guild. I have been a frequent contributor to 
"The Numismatist," and last year received one of the Heath Literary Awards. 


I have written extensively in the field of antique automatic musical instruments. My 
"Encyclopedia of Automatic Musical Instruments," published in 1972, was designated by the 
American Library Association as "one of the best books of the year," an honor given only to 
16 books that year out of over 10,000 titles published . Other books in the musical field 
include "Put Another Nickel In," (1966) and the recently-published "Treasures of Mechanical 
Music" (of which I was co-author with Art Reblitz). 


©. David Bowers 


Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
May 20, 1981 
at 


In the field of old postcards and illustrations I have co-authored "The Postcards of 
Alphonse Mucha" (1980) and the recently-published "Robert Robinson: American Illustrator." 


I am currently employed as Chairman of the Board of Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, one of 
America's leading rare coin firms. 


I would be pleased to furnish any additional information which you feel would be beneficial 
ship application. I thank you very much for your interest, Eric. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB : mg 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 27, 1981 


American Antiquarian Society 
185 Salisbury Avenue 
Worcester, MA 01609 


Gentlemen: 


I would like to recommend for membership in the American 
Antiquarian Society Q. David Bowers, Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 
His achievements in writing and historical research in my opinion 
qualify him for membership. The fields in which he has been working 
are American numismatics and world-wide antique automatic musical in- 


struments, 


The books which he has written in the musical instrument field 
are "Encyclopedia of Automatic Musical Instruments" (1972) designated by 
the American Library Association as one of the best books of the year, 
"Put Another Nickel In''(196) and "Treasures of Mechanical Music" (1980). 


In the numismatic field his outstanding work is "The History 
of United States Coinage as Illustrated by the Garrett Collection", He 
has written many newspaper columns in numismatics and many other books 
and articles, His "Coins and Collectors" (1965) and "Adventures With 
Rare Coins" are well recognized writings. 


Q. David Bowers has been an outstanding commercial success in 
the numismatic field as well. 


I believe the fact that he lives in the vicinity of your organi- 
zation is another advantageous factor, 


I would suggest that you have some others look into his quali- 
fications to see if I am correct in the soundness of my recommendation, 


I will, of course, be glad to obtain and submit such further data as might 
be helpful, 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P, Newman 


jah 


AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 


185 Salisbury Street, Worcester, Massachusetts 01609 U.S.A. 
2 June 1981 





Dear Mr. Newman: 


Many thanks for your letter of May 27th suggesting Q. David Bowers 
of Wolfeboro, New Hampshire, as a suitable candidate for membership 
in AAS. I will see that your letter goes before the Membership Com- 
mittee at the first opportunity. Unfortunately, your letter arrived 
about a week after we circulated the present list of candidates to 
the Committee which will meet at the end of this week. Mr. Bowers ' 
name will not come before the Committee for another six months. 


I am grateful to you for your thoughtful interest in AAS and hope that 
we can get you back to Worcester one of these days. 


With best wishes, 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


M:A 








June 22, 1981 


Mr. Morten Eske Mortensen 
Drejogarden 

Drejogade 26 F, 504 
DK-2100 Kobenhavn O 
Denmark 


Dear Mr. Mortensen: 


Thank you for your letter of May 25th which I have just received. I have not 
seen a copy of Mr. Somod's book, although possibly one was sent to my California 
office (note by the above letterhead that my hore and private office is in NEw 
Hampshire; you may send me a duplicate copy at the above address if you wish). 


Concerning the vublic&tion of your review in "Numismatic News" and "Coin World," 

I have no control over the editorial policies of these publications and cannot 

comment on their actions. The American penchant for lawsuits is such that if any- 

one is defamed in print, usually a lawsuit results. Even if the information printed 
proves to be completely correct, still much time and money must be spent in defending 
such suit. Coin World and our firm jointly were named in a lawsuit a number of years 
ago by a company which minted replicas of Eurovean coins and wanted to sell them in 
America. Our firm examined these and said that they were forgeries and would be ham 
ful to the Arerican collecting public. It so happened that counterfeiting these coins 
was not illegal in the country in which they were mde, so the people doing the 
counterfeiting were actually breaking none of their laws. In other words they vere not 
engaged in an mllegal activity, no mtter how it might appear to the American reader. 
So, many thousands of dollars later the case was dismissed from court, but in the 
meantime it was exceedincly expensive. 


If you want to send information to "The Numismatist," I encourage you to write to 

N. Neil Harris, Editor, at The American Numismatic Association, P. 0. Box 2366, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80901. Our own "Rare Coin Review" is simply a privately- 
issued catalogue or price list (with occasional editorial information) and is not 
an unbiased scholarly reference. 


IT have taken the liberty of sending your letter and its enclosures to a gentleman who 
is perhaps the most distinguished numismatic scholar in America: Mr. Eric P. Newnan, 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri, 63105. I will also send him a copy of this 
present letter. JI imagine he will have some ideas, for he is an attorney in addition 
to being a numismatist. I am sure you will hear from him soon. 


I appreciate your interest and wish you the best of success with the distribution of 
your book. 
Sj ly 


URLS 


Q. David Bowers 


©, David Bowers 


Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


June 23, 1981 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you very much for the kind words about me expressed to 
the American Antiquarian Society. I was sorry to learn that 
it will be six months before my membership is considered, 
but as I have waited this long, another six months won't 
matter? 


Thanks again for your interest. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB : mg 


\ 
por 
| a + 
6450 Cecil Avenue fr" 4 | 
St. Louis, MO 63105 i> 


June 26, 1981 


Mr. Morten Eske Mortensen 
Drejogarden 

Drejogade 26 F, 504 
DK-2100 Kobenhavn O 
Denmark 


Dear Mr.Mortensen: 


Mr. Q. David Bowers asked me to reply toyour letter of 
May 25, 1981 regarding the book written by Jorgen Somod. 


I attended the 1967 International Numismatic Congress at 
Copenhagen and it was a delight. 


I believe the best way to obtain sales and circulation of 
the book is to have a review which does not make accusations, but 
merely talks about the author's opinions as to certain coins. It 
should be written in carefully edited English and I would be glad to 
help in that regard. 


For example, your opening line refers to U.S. auction firms 
selling false modern countermarks as genuine, This is not tactful. 
You limit the auction firms to U.S., you infer that the auction houses 
knew, and that the coins were not genuine. What you must do is empha- 
size that many modern forged countermarks are now in existence. 


The only way the book can be sold in this country and many 
other parts of the world is if it is well translated into English. 


You may be interested in knowing that Ray Byrne died this month. 


I suggest that you send me a copy of the book for examination 
and rewrite your English summary in such a manner as to well expose 
the forgeries. 


Many years ago I remember Albert Mitchell at Baldwin in London 
commenting on the quantity of false West Indies countermarks and the. 
work Mr. Somod has done is very important. I have exposed many forgeries 
but merely emphasize how the coin was diagnosed and where the coin was 
sold, etc, I have never had difficulty except that in 1962 I was 
threatened with a suit which never materialized. I hope I have been 
helpful. - 





Very truly yours, 


Eric P, Newman 
jah 





@ Nay the light of His love 


always shine on you. 


ON erry & hristmas , ) 
CYaatin, Dave, du Ont 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 30, 1981 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Thank you so much for thinking of me with respect to St. Louis 
tableware makers. The article is a fine one and I am helping the author 
with new material. Thank you for the Christmas greetings. 


I usually am outwardly calm and cool about acquiring something 
nice just as you are. I have just purchased something I have looked for 
for many years and I am thrilled. A photocopy is enclosed. I have not 
checked whether the text has been published elsewhere, although I know 
the pictures have often been. If the text has been published, will you 
let me know? 


But read the fascinating segment in the right column of page 
150. I had never heard of curving of a strip which was too thin so that 
the planchets cut from it would be heavier. The striking in a collar 
would apparently straighten out the distortion easily. I think the whole 
article or the curvature procedure would be nice for you to write up. 


Enjoy your new home and your family for the New Year and for 
the future. Best to Chris and the pup. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encl, 
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Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


January 7, 1982 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note. I appreciate also the photocopy. The text and 
pictures of the October 1856 article were reprinted in a book, "Scenes of 
Wonder and Curiosity," published by Howell, North, Berkeley, California 
1962. The book essentially consists of different articles reprinted from 
Hutching's from 1856 through 1861, together with a three-page introduction 
by Roger R. Olmsted. 


IT have planned to use some of the illustrations in the catalogue of the 
Henry H. Clifford Collection, which I am currently preparing. At this point 
I don't know whether I will be able to use any from the Mint article or not, 
but in any event I do not plan to reproduce the text. Perhaps it might be 
interesting for an article in "The Numismatist" -- but if you are going to do 
anything with it then I would not. 


Best personal regards, 
Pe 


(MMB 


Oz David Bowers 


ODB :mg 


am “ERIC P. NEWMAN. NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Ceci Avenue ‘St. Louis, Missouri sed 


Mead By i es si Sot Cb Ne 
4 " ‘ i ar 


“Jamuary | 15, 1982. 


ia: ‘ 
ielfeboro, NH 03894 :: 
Deat Dave: ae ee EGR a hare 


aon 1 oneetata your dows teiesk iin é etevkng: ‘to step aside » Ee 

was going to write something on the’ San Francigco’Mint matter. i 
- find that the full text of the 1856 article was published in Coin World, 
‘Therefore, I am not abet to do anything with it, Whatever use you oaks 
of ait fine. | | ae 


| Seah Ineiddutally.,: I never did get a biciiadl copy. of che fourth: Section: a 
ok the Garrett Collection, although it was promised ma, I have written eh 
ides ee we Fuld yut ‘would appreciate ae tow Ad would give him a nudge. 


| he look’ ecwark to seeing your catalogue of the. Clifford Collectinn 
‘when it he — as r am sure it hala have some very: Maker esting new — 


material, 


Cordially, 


Eric P, Newnan 


me 


at 


©. David Bowers 


Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


January 21, 1982 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note. I have written to George Fuld about the bound 
copy of the Fourth Section of the Garrett Collection, so presumably 
you should be receiving one in the not too distant future. 


The Clifford Collection is quite interesting and probably has a higher 
ratio of descriptive text per item than any other sale we have had. 
Many of the items are western ingots and bars, somewhat similar to 
Stack's sale of the Gibson Collection (which you may remember). 


Although this is to be kept confidential until a public announcement is 
made (within the next month or two), we have acquired John Adams' superb 
collection of 1794 large cents and will offer it in a fixed price catalogue, 
including a special bound edition for collectors. 


Best personal regards, 


' 
i 


Loe 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB :mg 


©. David Bowers 


Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Eric -- I don't know whether or not you have seen 
this -- but if not you might enjoy reading about a 
Silversmith in St. Louis -- as per the enclosed pages -—- 


Dave 





Peoruary 3, 1982 ROWERS AND RUDDY 


Eric PP. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
Se. *L0ouis. MO, 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Please forgive me. I have not neglected your letter of December 
rege e out bE was warking, almost full time, on the Clitford 
Sale Catalog until yesterday. THis opus, that Dave and 2- composed, 


PP tnink, Was a milestone in territorial gold. area. But. OF Gourse, 
all the extra original research that went into to the compilation 
of the sale made it about ten times harder to write than a normal 
one. There will, of course, be a delux edition of the sale and IL 
will try to make sure that you get a copy with my compliments. 


imetucncatly, i*m ready for my thirtieth reunion at MIT next year 
Sowetat 2. also getting, a Itttle bit older with, you. 


in tegard to Garrett 4, Ii actually asked twice or maybe three times 
that copies be sent through the mailing department. But last week 
I actually had my secretary go upstairs with a label and actually 

paste it right on a package to make sure that one was mailed to you 
Gia first (lass mail and IE hope tt has arrived at the present time. 


The photostats that you sent on the two Washington pleces are 
naturally very late. The 1889 pieces, one of the more common 
Douglas pieces, [I don't have the Douglas book in front of me, but 
it's something like Douglas 41 or 42. In white metal, always holed 
Suey worta S10 to $15 uncirculated. The other piece,in nickel, is 
one of the, so called, Washington dollars that Kenny Listed in 

bis. so cCALied, dollar book. But was never listed, of course, in 
Hibler-Kappen. it is very likeiv a magician’s coin. They come with 
dirterene Variety with a number of Stars aroung the edge. It is 

a rather common piece, worth $15 or $20. Probably made about 1890. 
Pomt 1 brine you up to date, sharttly, on a rather amazing discovery 
on a New York excelsior cent that we made. But [I will have to wait 
for some photograghs to come back that have not been made. Please 
let me assure you that it is rather interesting and ['ll tell you 
the whole story when it's available. . 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
5525 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, California 90036 
(213) 867-5700 


Telex 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
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Eric P. Newman 

See VELauis, 307) 63205 

rds tor tne new year, ana 
redent maids. Please 


lL eertainiy want’ to wish: you bes 
sorry L've been neglectful in answ 
feel free’ to Gali me at amy time. 


fae 
' 
U 


(Lb 

ry 

~ 

a 
Ug 

& 

{= 

ry 


Best Personal Regards, 


George Fuld 


GF/jt 


Pepriary L6 1982 BOWERS AND RUDDY 


Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave. 

St« BOWLS. - «MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Again regarding the photostats you sent on the 2 Washington pieces. 
fi tound the booekvon this and it.as Douglas 51. Alss,. it only occirs 


in white metal. 


BestyyRegards, 
‘a de a ] 
yy, 


Senior Numismatist 








GF/jt 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
5525 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, California 90036 
(213) 857-5700 

Telex 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





Q, David Bowers 


Box x2k& 1090 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 


We have moved to a larger post office box in 
Wolfeboro and thus no longer are in box 1224. 
Our new box is 1090. At the same time we are 
complying with the future trend of the post 
office and going to a 9-digit zip code. 


Our old address per your records is: 


Q. David Bowers 

-Christine Bowers 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 03894 


Please change your records to reflect our new 
address as follows: 


QO. David Bowers 

Christine Bowers 

Box 1090 

Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 03894-1090 


Thank you. 


Dave & Christie Bowers ((& 


©. David Bowers 


Box 1090 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


July 6, 1982 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St.Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am putting the finishing touches on my book about United States regular-issue 
gold coins. It is envisioned that the volume, scheduled for publication in August 
or September will be several hundred pages in length, will measure approximately 

8 1/2 x 12 inches, will contain many illustrations, and will have separate chapters 
on the following subjects, among others: mints and minting, collecting gold coins 
(and personalities of the collectors involved) during the 19th and 20th centuries, 
gold and gold coins as related to the American way of life, gold dollars, quarter 
eagles, $3 pieces, $4 pieces, half eagles, eagles, double eagles, commemoratives, 
and patterns. 


Tt is anticipated that introduction of the book will be by means of extensive 
advertising in leading numismatic publications as well as by direct mail. If you 
would like to review advance xerox or proof copies of the book with the thought 
in mind of submitting a brief review (up to 50 or 100 words in length) suitable 
for use in the advertising for the book I would be pleased to forward such to you 
when typesetting is completed. While the book is different from the Garrett book 
and has different information, the general format is anticipated to be similar. 


As I did with the Garrett book, I am making an effort to create a volume which 
will be interesting to beginning collectors as well as advanced students in the. 
field. If you would be interested in my proposal could you write to me at my New 
Hampshire address as soon as possible? As consideration I would later send to 
you one of the first hardbound copies when they are produced. 


Best-_personal regards, 





avid Bowers 


ODB :mg 


nen FP, NEWMAN 1 NUMISMATIC EDUCATION eames es 


6450 Cecil  Riciitae: St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Wy 12, 1982 


Mr. Q. -David Bowers 
Box 1090 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Dear Dave: ; 


Yur suggestion that I review your new book on U, S, gold 
is at hand. I will look forward to Leger. ate | 


if we were able to meet more often we » would be better 
informed of our mutual activities, Pigs 
My kindest regards. 


‘Sincerely, ies 


Eric P. Newman 


jah | 


Q. David Bowers 


Box 1090 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


July 28, 1982 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St.Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of July 19th with regard to your thoughts about the ANA 
Grading Service. If you feel so inclined you may want to send a copy of your letter 
to Margo Russell, Margo has been publishing correspondence on the subject, and 
certainly your correspondence would represent one of the most authoritative comments 
yet received. 


st wishes, 





QO. David Bowers 


QDBMg 
cc: Margo Russell 


©. David Bowers 


Box 1090 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


guly 28, 1982 


TO: ANA Board of Governors Members 
FROM: QO. David Bowers 


SUBJECT: ANA Grading Service 


Dear Friends: 


This is an interim report on my continuing investigation into the grading situation. 


The two page explanation of my grading proposal, which was written by ANA headquarters 
and which did not go into great amount of background detail, seems to have produced 
the following results as indicated by mail, telephone calls, and conversations: 


New members of the ANA, investors (in particular), and younger collectors want the 
ANA to continue the numbering system. As of the date this letter is being dictated 
(the 26th of July) I have heard from three dealers also wanted retention of the 
numbers. 


Virtually all the old-time collectors, experienced numismatists, and others who 
have been with the hobby for a number of years want the numbers dropped. Included 
among these are such names as Herbert Bergen and Virginia Culver, who were formerly 
presidents of the American Numismatic Association, Eric P. Newman, and others. 


Approximately 50 to 100 dealers have written me expressing favor of discontinuing 
numbers, some of them expressing dislike for numbers in very strong terms. 


I have replied in detail to each person who has written to me either for or against 
my proposal. 


The problem, as I see it, is not as much as whether beginning collectors and investors 
want the ANA to deliver coins graded to a precise numerical system, for I myself 
ideally would want such a system also; but, rather, the situation is whether the 

ANA Grading Service (or any other individual or group) can consistently deliver 

coins accurately graded to the precise numerical system. 


I will be in Colorado Springs next week and will be meeting with the ANA Grading 
staff. I continue to feel that the entire situation of assigning precise numerical 
evaluations to coins places the American Numismatic Association in a position of 

great liability and vulnerability. This point has been brought up again and again 

by many old-time ANA members, past officials of the ANA, and experienced dealers. 

What might happen, for example, if a person spends $10,000 for a coin because it 

is accompanied by a certificate stating that it is MS-65; then the coin is resubmitted 
to the ANA a few months later and the coin becomes MS-63. I know the ANA has a 


©. David Bowers 
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disclaimer on each certificate, but I do not believe the majority of collectors 
pay attention to this. As the American Numismatic Association is charging a fee 
for its services, just as any professional firm or individual would, I feel the 
ANA is definitely taking on some type of responsibility. 


Time and time again it has been demonstrated that coins cannot be consistentlygraded 
to a numerical system. In my own experience I have seen where a Matte Proof $10 
piece was on the same day graded as "Uncirculated" and, later, as "Proof" by the 

ANA Grading Service; where a coin was submitted and given a number one day, then 

a month later resubmitted only to increase in grade by nearly 10 points; and several 
related situations (I could go on and on for I have been become acquainted with 

many things). Governor Kurt Krueger found in his examination he could agree with 
only 70% of the precise numbers. While one can argue that Governor Krueger's opinion 
may or may not be better than anyone else's opinion, I am sure the same would be 

true if any other ANA Governor visited the Grading Service and checked the situation. 
It is not that the Grading Service is staffed with people who cannot grade properly, 
it is that the "nature of the beast" is that no one can consistently apply precise 
numbers that will stand up under close scrutiny. 


As of this writing my position on the matter is unchanged. I still feel that my 
proposal, perhaps with a few slight modifications, is best for the American Numismatic 


Association and for the hobby. 
t 


Best wishes, 


QO. David Bowers 
ODB :mg 


cc: ANA Board Members and several others who have been actively corresponding 
with me on the subject. 


OQ. David Bowers 


Box 1090 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


August 9, 1982 


From: Dave Bowers 
To: ANA BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEMBERS AND OFFICIALS (plus copies to interested persons) 


Dear Friends, 


I urge you to read the following very carefully as the present text concerns my 
resolution for changes in the grading procedures and certifications issued by 
ANACS. 


For background on the situation, and for an exposition of my original proposals, 
please see pages 1750 and 1751 of the July "Numismatist." 


Since that time I have received close to 200 letters, have engaged in countless 
telephone calls, and have met with a number of interested people in person, including 

a meeting at ANACS with the staff on Monday evening, August 2nd, and several meetings 
with the new ANACS director, Ken Bressett. ANA president Adna Wilde showed me the 
results of the "Help ANACS" poll (see pp. 1750-1751 of "The Numismatist," July). 

In summary, 177 members were in favor of dropping the numbers and using only adjectives 
while 520 were against such a change in the procedure. The ANA members who replied 

were overwhelmingly in favor of the other proposals. The exact votes for and against 
for the proposals were: #2 91-24, #3 94-13, #4 87-26, #5 112-13, #6 107-24, #7 90-18, 
#8 44-6, 


Although I suggested that the board's discussion and vote on the matter be held during 
the regular ANA convention, President Adna Wilde told me he has scheduled it for 
Sunday, August 15th, with the reasoning that the bulk of ANA agenda items should be 
done in advance of the convention so that board members would have time to mingle 

with ANA members and enjoy the activities of the convention itself once it started. 


ANA members and others who have contacted me here in New Hampshire have reflected 
different ideas from the ANA poll results. As of last count, among my approximately 
200 letters received there were only 3 from dealers who wanted to keep the numbers 

and only about a half dozen from collectors who wanted to keep the numbers. Most of 

my responses were from PNG members and other advanced numismatists. It is Significant 
to observe that Herb Bergen and Virginia Culver, past presidents of the ANA, are 
against numerical grading, as are many other distinguished researchers, Eric P. Newman 
and John J. Ford, Jr. among them. 


Where to from here? My revised proposal, as given below, will be introduced at the 
ANA board meeting. The numbered sections correspond with those printed earlier in 
"The Numismatist."" It is the request of President Adna Wilde (and others) that the 
items be voted on individually at the meeting. I give my new proposal and then give 
a narrative explaining it. The narrative is lengthy for #1 for this proposal has 
changed the most. The following proposal has the endorsement of ANACS director Ken 
Bressett, which means that if it is adopted, then it has an excellent chance for 
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operating success. I realize that the revised proposal will not please everyone - 
it does not completely please even me - but I feel that it represents an excellent 
working arrangement that, hopefully, will end much of the present dissention. 


#1 NEW PROPOSAL: Effective with all coins received by (date to be suggested by ANA) 
coins are to be graded with numbers on the following basis: 

A. In instances in which there is unanimity of Opinion on the ANACS staff, under 
the normal situation in which three people grade a coin, or in instances in which 
there is a near unanimity when five or more staffers grade a coin, then a specific 
number is to be assigned to the obverse and reverse. (This does not differ from 
the procedure presently used at ANACS.) 

B. In instances in which there is a divided opinion among ANACS staffers and/or 
outside consultants, and the differences do not exceed one grade step, then both 
grades are to be listed on the certificate. 

C. In instances in which there is a divided opinion among ANACS staffers and/or 
outside consultants, and the differences exceed one grade step, then the coin is to 
be returned with a "no opinion" statement, a letter explaining the findings and 
possibly discussing the grading difficulties, and a refund of the price paid for the 
service. 


NARRATIVE FOR #1: 

Right now, for example, if a silver dollar is sent to ANACS and 2 staffers 
consider it to be MS-63 and two staffers consider it to be MS-65, then a huddle 
is held until it is determined that the coin is either MS-63 or MS-65. Then 
a certificate is issued stating "MS-65" for example. The problem is if the coin 
is difficult to precisely grade and if the coin is resubmitted to ANACS, then 
the next time the coin could be given a certificate, with equal logic, stating 
it is "MS-63." The present practice has encouraged certain individuals to resub- 
mit coins in the hope that "the grading will be higher next time." 

The financial implications - for, rightly or wrongly many people associate 
grading with price - can be tremendous. For example, "The Coin Dealer Newsletter," 
issue of July 23, 1982, prices an 1886-0 silver dollar as follows, the “ask" 
prices: MS-60 $315, MS-63 $650, MS-65 $3100. From this example you can see that 
someone with a bunch of MS-63 or so dollars could send them into ANACS again 
and again, and while most would probably be returned as "MS-63,"' there is the 
hope that a few might be called "MS-65."" If only 1 out of 10 were called "MS-65" 
the profits would be tremendous. 

Under my new proposal, the ANACS would not be "forced" to come up with a 
numerical grade in instances in which the grade was "fuzzy" or questionable. 

Going back to my 1886-0 example, if a dollar were sent the following would happen: 
A. If ANACS unanimously agreed that it was MS-63, then the certificate would 
State "MS-63." With such unanimity, it is likely that if the coin were resubmitted, 

the second or third time around it would also be called "MS-63." An examination 
of ANACS documents and tests shows that the clear majority of coins can be graded 
by unanimous opinion. These are not the coins that cause the problems. While I 
hesitate to be specific, I would estimate that situation "A" would cover about 
80% of all coins submitted to ANACS. 

B. If ANACS had a divided opinion on the 1886-0, and the opinions did not differ 
totally by more than one grade, a situation like this might occur: 

First ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-63 

second ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-65 

Third ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-65 


Q. David Bowers 


Box 1090 
Page 3 ) Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


Fourth ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-63 

Fifth ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-63 
Under the present system, there would be a group discussion, and probably the coin 

\;. Would be assigned "'MS-63" for most ANACS staffers think it is in that grade. The 

only problem is if the coin is resubmitted, and if one person changes his opinion 
from MS-63 to MS-65 - realizing that this is a "problem" coin - then most ANACS 
staffers would then think the coin is a MS-65, and the second certificate would 
say ''MS-65.'' In the instance of the 1886-0 dollar, MS-63 lists at $650 and 
MS-65 at $3100, a tremendous difference. It is no wonder why dissention would 
occur! 

Under my proposal, a coin would be certified to indicate there was a divided 
Opinion at ANACS. One way to do it would be to circle numbers in a chart. For 
example, a part of the chart would have the ANA numbers on it as follows: 


0 35 60 63 65 67 70 


| If ANACS unanimously agreed that the obverse of the 1886-0 is MS-63, then 
the chart would look like this: 


50 55 60 63) 65 67 70 


If, under situation "B", the opinions were divided between MS-63 and MS-65, 
and there was not unanimity or near unanimity, then the chart would look like this: 


50 55 co 65)67 70 


This would not create a new grade, "63 to 65," but, rather, would indicate 
that some staffers felt the coin to be MS-63 while others felt the coin to be MS-65. 
A paragraph explaining the system would be included also. In this way the ANACS is 
not forced to assign a grade it cannot strongly agree upon. 


Under situation "C", in which there is a wide difference of opinion (and this does 
happen perhaps once in every 25 to 50 coins), the staffers might have findings as: 


First ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-65 

Second ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-60 

Third ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-63 

Fourth ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-63 

Fifth ANACS staffer: Thinks it is MS-65 

Outside ANACS consultant No. 1: Thinks it is MS-60 
Outside ANACS consultant No. 23 Thinks it is MS-63 


Obviously, not even the experts can come close to a unanimous opinion. In such an 
instance, the money paid for the grading would be refunded and the coin would be returned 
with a "no opinion" finding, together with a letter specifically stating the problems 
which arose (Ken Bressett suggested the use of such a letter). 


As ANACS is computerized, rather than circle numbers it may be that another way 
to indicate the grade will be used; Ken Bressett has indicated that he will devise 
something compatible with my proposal and at the same time not subject to confusion. 


~ ©. David Bowers 
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#2 NEW PROPOSAL: ANACS is to maintain internal records bearing the names of the 
employees grading a specific coin, and this information will be available on a 
basis of reasonable requests from ANA headquarters. 


NARRATIVE FOR #2. 

ANACS feels that to put specific names, initials, or employee numbers on 
on certificates would create a situation whereby people sending in coins 
might request certain staff members to do the work. However, if there is 
a question concerning a finding, the names of the staff members will be 
made available to reasonable requests. The numbers will be used to monitor 
the grading accuracy of individual staff members as complaints and mistakes 
can be traced to those originating them. 


#3 NEW PROPOSAL: Same as original proposal. 


#4 NEW PROPOSAL: If a serious backlog develops at ANACS, or if any present 
backlog is felt to be too large, then the excecutive vice president of the ANA 
(presently Ed Rochette) can limit the number of incoming coins to a lesser amount, 
but not to be less than ten coins per member per year. 


NARRATIVE FOR #4: The backlog, at 8 weeks a couple of months ago (due in part 
to construction at ANA headquartersi is now down to 5 weeks. I personally feel 
that the ANACS should eventually get the turnaround time to under a week, 
except for certain problem coins which require outside consultants. 


#5 NEW PROPOSAL: Same as original proposal. 


NARRATIVE FOR #5. 

Study of numismatic publications will reveal such illogical grades as "MS-58,"' 
AU-50+, Choice Uncirculated MS-63, Gem Uncirculated MS-63/65, and other grades or 
adjectives not consistent with the ANA Grading System. I am encouraged, however, 
that the number of illogical grades has dropped to only about 10% to 20% of what 
it was the last time I made a detailed study (a year ago, July 1981). 


#6 NEW PROPOSAL: Same as original proposal. 


NARRATIVE FOR #6. 
Just about everyone consulted liked this one! Obviously a popular idea. 


#7 NEW PROPOSAL: Same as original proposal. 
NARRATIVE FOR #7. 


Also unanimously popular with those writing me, and nearly unanimous on the ANA 
survey. 


Q. David Bowers 


Box 1090 
Page 5 | Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 


This entire project has been very emotional for many dealers, collectors, and others. 
Hundreds of hours of effort have been expended by me, and doubtless many thousands of 
hours of effort have been expended by hundreds of ANA members who have written, telephoned, 


and visited with me and others. No proposal will please everyone. 


However, it it my opinion that my proposal, which has the endorsement of ANACS, is workable 
and represents a sharp improvement from the present operation, especially under item #1. 


There are some other considerations, and I give them herewith: 


DISCLAIMER: The disclaimer or notice sent with each coin should be strong (Bob Rhue, an 
ANA supporter who has been very helpful, suggest it be titled "'WARNING!") and should say 
something like the following. I would be pleased to work with ANACS to finalize the wording: 


For type "A'' coin (with unanimous staff agreement): 
YP g 


The opinion expressed concerning grading represents an agreement of the ANACS staff 
members and, possibly, outside consultants. As grading is a matter of opinion, opinions 
of others may legitimately differ. The grade given is our opinion as of the date 
stated. Due to storage, cleaning, handling, and other considerations, the grade may 
change over a period of time, in which instance recertification may be required. 
WARNING: Grading must not be used as an absolute indicator of market value. Such 
factors as strength of strike, state of the dies, planchet preparation, metal used, 
design, surface coloration, surface characteristics, lustre, and others may be of 
great importance as well. Often two coins with the same numerical grade may have 
‘greatly different market values. Sharpness of striking in particular may affect the 
value considerably. 
The grade stated on the certificate is simply an opinion of the ANACS staff members 
and others consulted and does not represent a legal opinion or statement of fact. 


Of course, the ANA legal counsel (presently George Hatie) should help with the wording. It 
is exceedingly important that striking be mentioned, for in certain series (silver dollars, 
for example) a MS-65 coin which is sharply struck might be worth, say $500, while a weak 
one, also MS-65, might be worth $200. 


For type "B" coin the disclaimer should be similar, but with an explanation of why 
two grades were given. 


: ! . . . ° ° . . 
For a type C" coin there need be no disclaimer for no opinion is given. 


NUMERICAL GRADING Many have expressed dissatisfaction at the numerical grading system. 

I agree that the numbers used are very illogical, for, as an example, nearly 20 points 

are assigned for Very Fine (VF-20 to just under EF-20), while only 10 points are 

assigned for Uncirculated (MS-60 to MS-70). The numerical grading system was the 1949 
brainchild of Dr. William Sheldon, who specifically designed it to fit a pricing formula 
for large cents. While the pricing system worked well until 1953, after that time it fell 
apart as the market placed different emphases on different grades, particularly higher ones. 


© 


©. David Bowers 


ree? Box 1090 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


I agree that numbers are illogical, but if we were to discontinue them we would be 
going against the wishes of a majority of ANA respondents (many of whom, admittedly, 
may not have studied the subject carefully), equally important, the certificates 
issued by ANA would not agree with the ANA Grading System book. So, it seems that 
we are "stuck" with the numbers. 


But, if you consider - as I do - that the numbers have no mathematical or scientific 
meaning but are just abbreviations for adjectives, the situation becomes less important. 
For example, consider that AU-50, Choice AU-55, Typical Uncirculated-60, Select 
Uncirculated-63, Choice Uncirculated-65, Gem Uncirculated-6/, and Perfect Uncirculated- 
70 could just as well be: 


AU-10, Choice AU-11, Typical Uncirculated-12, Select Uncirculated-13, and so on. 


All we have to remember is that numbers are shorthand for adjectives. "50" means 

"AU," under the present system, "55" means "Choice AU," etc. With equal logic we could 
have "467" mean "AU," "683" mean "Choice AU,"’ etc. As long as we all know the numbers 
and abbreviations we can understand each other. 


Grading has been one of the most disruptive influences in the market. Indeed, some have 
suggested that the ANA Grading Service is "wrecking" the market, while it has been 
suggested that others have taken advantage of the Grading Service by selling overgraded 
coins (in the opinion of the owners) at high prices to people who equate numerical 
grade with market price. 


In my opinion, keeping the numbers at present (although the numbers have no logical 
basis) is less disruptive than dropping them. The grading situation is improving, more 
and more dealers are using the ANA system, and there is less confusion now by far than: 
there was a couple of years ago. You may wish to do as I did and compare copies of "Coin 
World" and "Numismatic News" of today with copies of two years ago; the change for the 
better in descriptions is startling! 


ANA SHOULDN'T GRADE COINS It is the opinion of many qualified numismatists that the ANA 
should not grade coins for a fee. If it has to get involved, it should do so only on an 
arbitration basis to settle disputes. In such instances, others (collectors or dealers) 
should assign grades, and the ANA can arbitrate any disputes arising therefrom. This would 
preclude dealers sending in large groups of marginal-grade silver dollars and other coins, 
hoping that many of them will be graded higher than otherwise. (Proposal #1, section B 
should eliminate much of this, I might add.) I feel that the ANA should grade coins. 


Well, friends, that's about it from here. You have my ideas and my revised proposal. 
I look forward to the discussion and vote at the ANA meeting. 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 
Vice-President American Numismatic Association 
ANA LM-336 





Q. David Bowers 


Box 1090 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1090 


Eric P, Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri :.63205 


September 3, 1982 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your earlier letter in response to my request for 
a brief review (50 to 100 or so words) of my new book, "United 
States Gold Coins: An Illustrated History," for use in adver- 
tising, etc. I appreciate your willingness to do this! 


Under separate cover from California a Xerox copy of the book 
is being sent. This is a copy of the book in its "rough" state 
without page numbers, with certain captions, etc. remaining to 
be corrected, etc. = but it will give you the flavor and text 
of the project. 


Unfortunately, time is of the essence here, so if you can do a 
review can you send it to me here in New Hampshire by first 
class, special deliver? An envelope for use in this regard 


is enclosed, 


If you have any questions, please call me collect at (603) 569-5095. 


Thank you very much! 


Best hes, 


[Aquat : 


September 9, 1982 


To QDB from EPN 


United States Gold Coins by Q. David Bowers is a library within a book - 
a numismatic treasury of facts about gold you don't have to pan for. 


Eric P. Newman 


There is no objection to using only a portion of the above comment such 
as "A library within a book." I also welcome suggestions to change the 
text in any manner you think is effective. 





_~ ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St, Lows Missouri 63105. 


October ao, 1982 


Mr, Q. David Bowers 

Box 1090 | 

ve arer NH 03894-1090. 
Dear Dave: | 


Thank you. so much <s Vout distinguished ‘honk on United — 
States Gold, ‘In congratulating you Ido not want to leave out your 
research team, which did so much to make it interesting’ agent educa- 
ager ch Y ae 


It know that ‘the sale will be an outstanding success. I. 
don't think I will be able to attend the party in honor of. the col- 
lection, but if my plans change I will certainly want to be there. 


Cordially, 


Eric P; Newman’ 


jah 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries Cordially Invites You 
to Attend a Cocktail Reception 


Honoring The United States Gold Coin Collection 
on 


Tuesday, October 26, 1982 
From 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 


at 


The Sky Garden Lounge 
St. Moritz-on-the-Park Hotel 


50 Central Park South, New York, NY 10019 
R.S.V.P. to Lucy Gamez at (213) 857-5700 


Jacket and Tie Requested 











BOWERS AND RUDDY 


Research Facility 

P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


November 2, 1982 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Lours; "Missourt "63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note which was waiting for me when I returned from New 

York City. The auction did extremely well. Before the sale I estimated that 

it would bring $7 to $10 million, but the ultimate realization was $12.4 million. 
I am glad that it is all over now, for the past half year has been preoccupied 
with doing the book, catalogue, and advertising. I very much appreciate your 
nice comments concerning the book and I thank you for your help. 


Did anything ever happen with the American Antiquarian Society?” I dzd not 
receive a rejection notice or anything else and wonder whether the situation 
is Still active? 


Best personal regards, 


Q. David Bowers 


ODB:mg 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
5525 Wilshire Boulevard 

P.O. Box 48931 

Los Angeles, California 90036 
(213) 857-5700 

Telex 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 9, 1982... 


Mr. 0. David Bowers 
‘Bowers and Ruddy 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 
As to the American Antiquarian Society, there is .a 200 
limitation on the number of members and ‘these don’t die off very. 


quickly, You are. accustomed to action, but that organization its 
most careful and never impulsive. Hang in there old buddy. 


Sincerely, 


Eric °. Newman 


jah 
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ERIC P NEWMAN 
6450 CECIL AVE 
ST LOUIS MO 63105 


I THOUGHT YOU WOULD LIKF TO BE AMONG THE FIRST TO KNOW THAT EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY MY NEW FIRM, BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INCORPORATED, 
HAS ACQUIRED FROM GENERAL MILLS CERTAIN ASSETS OF BOWERS AND RUDDY 
GALLERIES, RAY MERENA, KARL HIRIZINGER, DR RICHARD BAGG, MYSELF, AND 
OTHERS LOOK FORWARD TO WHAT PROMISES TO BE ONE OF THE BEST NUMISMATIC 
YEARS EVER, BEST WISHES 

Q DAVID BOWERS BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES BOX 1224 WOLFEBORO Ne 

03894 6035695095 


10:37 EST 


MGMCOMP 


TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION’S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


February 9, 1983 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Bt Louis,<MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I was very saddened to learn of the death of Dick Picker. Dick embodied 
the finest qualities of a professional numismatist. He was interested 

in study, dye varieties, classification, and was always willing to help 
with research projects and inquiries. I have known Dick for a long time, 
even before he went into the coin business as a professional, and I always 
valued our relationship. It seems that just yesterday I saw him in New 
York City when we were handling the U.S. Gold Coin Collection Sale. We had 
a very nice conversation. 


As you were close to Dick, I thought I would drop you a note with my feelings. 
I guess there isn't much else to say. 





Q. Dév¥d Bowers 


QDB/kj 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


‘February 15, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Box 1090 ope 
Wolfeboro, NJ 03894-1090 
Dear Dave: 

It was very nice for you to write me expressing your sad 
thoughts about the death of Richard Picker. I am writing a tribute 
to him for Coin World to express what you and many others felt about 


You were very thoughtful to write. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


‘Jah 


ee: i Mrs. Anne Picker 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





none Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 


(603) 569-5095 


May 2, 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. I have not received from Lester Merkin the manuscript 
by Walter Breen which you mention. Lester, when I saw him in New York a week 

or sO ago, mentioned that he was going to send me such a manuscript, but as 

Of this writing it has not arrived. 


In confidence (for no announcement will be made within the next few weeks, 

and perhaps not for the next month or so) I can tell you that we have been 
selected to handle certain United States coins formerly part of the Virgil 
Brand Estate. Together with Dr. Richard Bagg I am working on a book covering 
the life of Virgil Brand. As you had some connection with B. G. Johnson, Rick 
Bagg will be contacting you sometime within the next week or so to. see what 
memories or recollections you might be able to provide. Not only will the 
book cover the life of Virgil, but I would like to discuss the way that his 
collection was dispersed. 


Although I have never mentioned this to you, let me say that should you ever 

decide to sell any of your coins -- or perhaps your entire magnificent collection -- 
I would be very pleased to make you a proposal in this regard. I consider 

you to be one of the greatest numismatists who has ever lived, and, matching 

that, your coins are outstanding. It would be a tremendous achievement to 

chronicle your own numismatic achievements as well as study your coins in detail. 


Best pf pnal regards, 





QO. D&Vid Bowers 


ODB/mg 
ce: Dr. Richard Bagg 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


May 9, 1983 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH _ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St.OUEtS, MO«63105 


Dear Eric: 


I hasten to enclose a description and photographs of Lot #70 

of our forthcoming August sale. Offered is what is apparent- 

ly a new product in the Pine Tree shilling line. The reason 

for sending this information to you is that if I have overlooked 
something obvious, or something that has appeared in print be- 
fore, I would appreciate knowing of it. In this instance, I 
will modify my description, with appropriate credit to you. 


As time is of the essence, could you give me a quick report? 
I appreciate any help you can give. 





QO. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


ODB: jd 
Enclosures 


Your friends in the rare -coén business 
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70 (1652 Massachusetts Pine Tree shilling.) Copy. An interesting “creative” 


piece in that it represents original die work rather than a transfer from 
original dies. The obverse displays a pine tree of greater perfection than 
that found on any original. The base of the pine tree in particular is 
symmetrical and without a suggestion of roots. The trunk of the tree 
and the branches are well executed and lack the irregularity of originals. 
The surrounding letter inscriptions on both obverse and reverse, while 
done by hand, are thicker and more consistent than found on originals. 
On the reverse the date 1652 is immediately distinguished by a tail or 
bar which extends from the top of the 1 to the upright of the 6, and 
by the numeral 5 which is in the shape of a tilted letter S, the left side 
of which merges with the lower part of the 6. 


Apparently a “master coin” was created, and then copies, such as the 
one here, were made by centrifugal casting, as evidenced by minute sur- 
face porosity. 


Of unknown age and provenance, apparently not known to Noe or 


Kenney. Collectible in its own right as a curiousity. Illustrated here for 
informational purposes. 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


May 28, 1983 
Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newnan 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I appreciate very much the appointment you have made with Rick 

Bagg for an interview concerning your experiences with the Brand 
estate and with B. G. Johnson. A fair amount of this is documented 
in the Brand family correspondece, but nothing survives concerning 
any “human interest'' aspects of the situation, Johnson's personality, 
or other such things which might be of interest to readers. 


A mystery surrounds the exact circumstances of the death of Virgil 
Brand. Did you ever hear from early source how Virgil died? 


I am contemplating writing a book on Vermont coppers. As you know, 

I find the entire subject of Machin's Mills to be quite fascinating. 
Have you ever visited the original location? Have you ever been to 

Pawlet, Vermont to seek the location of the other mint? If you have 
already gone over these paths, I will not do them again, but if you 

haven't, then I will. 


In your own collection, what do you have in the way of scarce or un- 
usual Vermont items? I am missing two or three pieces in the series 
after Ryder 30. 


I am aware of the ANS Centennial Publication, The Colonial Newsletter, 
and various other sources published in recent times. Can you refer me 
to any other sources on Vermont coinage which might be interesting and/ 
or different fran those just mentioned or cited by these references? 
Any help you can give, would, of course, be appreciated. I have always 
enjoyed the coinage of Vermont, and such a publication would be more a 
labor of love than anything commercial or financial. 





Q. i 
Chaimman of the Board 


QDB : jd 
cc Rick Bagg Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


Box 1224 
May 31, 1983 W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your information concerning the Pine Tree Shilling forgery. I 
have encorporated your information into the catalgoue description. 


Your wealth of knowledge never ceases to amaze me!!! 


sent /persona regards, 


/ ee 


a. ae CR 





on 


ODB:mg 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 1, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box A226 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Your letter of May 28, 1983 was a delight to me with respect 
to the Machin's Mills writing project. I have been dreaming about writing 
on this subject for many years. What would you think of combining as 
authors with respect to the Machin's Mills matter? Whether the Vermont 
coinage is included or not, I often wonder how much more there is to do 
on that as many have worked on the die varieties. I can send you my file, 
or list made from my file on all of the people(plus data) who have written 
to me about Vermont coinage. I do have a large amount of material on 
Machin's Mills which has not been published. I have visited the site at 
Orange Lake with Wayte Raymond and believe I have a picture. I think I 
have all of the older books on the history of Newburgh and Schoharie 
(Ulster) County. I have never gone to Pawlet, Vermont, but perhaps Ken 
Bressett has. I have visited the New York State Library where I have 
concluded that Thomas Machin's papers were, and I am satisfied that they 
were burned up in the fire of 1911 or 1912. There is much material about 
this matter which is suspect because it is written up so much later than 
the events it describes. 


My own Vermont collection is not very marvelous, although I 
have a few of the rare varieties. I will list it in due course. 


I wanted to get this note to you promptly because anything con- 
nected with Machin's Mills is of great fascination to me. 


I look forward to Rick Bagg's visit. 


My best to you. 





jah 


June’ 10.,> 1982 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri. 63105 
BOWERS AND RUDDY 


Dear Eric: 


After a delay of some seventeen years, I am now under con- 
LYact. with So ede Publications to completely revise and 
produce a comprehensive monograph (about 300 pages) on 
"Medallic eben gs to Gawannt George Washington", the 
first revised edition appearing in 1965. This new mono- 
graph Will be fuliy reorganized, renumbered and all aveil- 


eee a gyre 


bas ae oy is: aie L. A; Dtaaee oe Tl 
Bboie SPE = WT Gy ky Modso eke! heey ola igds Lee ae Gk es 


We are initialiy tackling the colonial and patter series, 

as they are the most complex. Since your comprehensive 
collection contains some major rarities in the colonial 
series, I sm respectfully soliciting your cooperation in 
making this undertaking as compiete as possible. Due credits 
ror ailustrations and data will be given, if desired. 


Piesse bili Krause a ae a. Gare of<myselt for ail 
glossy photograph costs, sending the photos and other 
recuested data Peet in to me at Bowers and Ruddy. 

Your prompt cooperation is essential, as we are endeavoring 
PO Pur Paittheviardsack book during-or just after therz50th 
Anniversary year. The photographs, and other essential 

ata sv need 


S 
such as diameter and/or weight in grains that we 
ttached to this page. 


if by chance you think you have other colonials that 7 do 
1Ow Have a -record of, or are’ in exceptional condition. for 
EAA MEE REAOD burvoses, please let me know. Use our toll- 

: Za Wish. Again, thanks in advance for vour 





(Te 
Senior Numismatist Americana 


ACt. page 2 
oc, Russell Ruiau 
Krause Publications 


GF / sr Enclosures 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
5525 Wilshire Boulevard 
P.O. Box 48931 
Los Angeles, California 90036 
(213) 857-5700 
Telex 69-1555 Photograde LSA 


Eric P. Newman 
June 10, 1982 
Page 2 


(b) 


Photo of gold Washington half dollar, Baker 20 in 
1X and 2X glossy, diameter and weight. (|qley 14 Aus were cbr) 


LX glossy. .of both, types of Baker’ 21 copper; 2X of 
unique copper type. Weights and diameter. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 1, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Your letter of May 28, 1983 was a delight to me with respect 
to the Machin's Mills writing project. I have been dreaming about writing 
on this subject for many years. What would you think of combining as 
authors with respect to the Machin's Mills matter? Whether the Vermont 
coinage is included or not, I often wonder how much more there is to do 
on that as many have worked on the die varieties. I can send you my file, 
or list made from my file on all of the peop Leta’ dite) wht have written 
to me about Vermont coinage. I do have a large amount of material on 
Machin's Mills which has not been published. I have visited the site at 
Orange Lake with Wayte Raymond and believe I have a picture. I think I 
have all of the older books on the history of Newb¥rqi and Schoharie 
(Ulster) County. I have never gone to Pawlet, Vermont, but perhaps Ken 
Bressett has. I have visited the New York State Library where I have 
concluded that Thomas Machin's papers were, and I am satisfied that they 
were burned up in the fire of 1911 or 1912. There is much material about 
this matter which is suspect because it is written up so much later than 
the events it describes. 


My own Vermont collection is not very marvelous, although I 
have a few of the rare varieties. I will list it in due course. 


I wanted to get this note to you promptly because anything con- 
nected with Machin's Mills is of great fascination to me. 


I look forward to Rick Bagg's visit. 


My best to you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY — 
| 6450 Cecil Avenue,, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 it 


June 15, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers. 
Bowers © and. Merena 

Box 12268 | 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894. 


Dear Davet 


: Your Jume 8, 1983 letter about Paginas: and Machin’ s Millis 
coinage made me think further on these matters. 


As to writing on aah subjects, that is, a8 you point out, a 
non-commercial venture. All of my writing has been of that nature. 
That. is what Sache the satisfaction many: of us need. | 


ot Have: you capenels rad Bressett's A. N.S. suki on Vermonts 
ta Studies on Money in Early America (N. ¥. 1976)? Is there enough new 
. to add“dn your opinion? Vermont and Machin'a Mills are so tied together, 
» dt seems that any writing has to cover both. Jim Spilman telle mé Gary 
A. Trudgen has written something to be published in Colonial Newsletter 
soon on a Bie cca ag sketch of Machin. You are beep sie in touch with — 
Ap See 


I Wien biguket you read or reread my. hier iba: Cirontnéfion of 
‘ English and Bungtown Halfpence in the same publication as Ken's Vermont 
article. Than you can Bh caus ii areas need further treatment. 


beth Se As to joint authorship, I did this with Ken on the 1804 dolar 
book. I believe it can be very healthy if the subject is worthwhile and 
enthusiasm to do it governs the action of the authors. You can do what- 
ever part you want and I proposed the combination because I think it will 
produce the best result. Let me know your ‘home telephone so we can talk 

about the matter further. 


My very best, 
' Erte 2. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


June 22, 1983 hae 
BOX 1224 

W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note. The past two months have been occupied with Virgil 
Brand, so | have not gone back to the printed sources on Vermont material. 

| do, however, have a good file of such things. | would consider it desir- 
able to put all the Vermont material in one separate volume, a situation which 
will immediately distinguish it from the excellent articles published by the 
American Numismatic Society in 1958 and 1976, items in ''The Colonial Newsletter'! 
and so on. Probably the best course of action for me is to let the situation 
ride until | am finished with Brand, probably toward the end of the summer, 
and then have a serious talk with you about it. My home telephone number is 
(603) 569-5094, quite close to the business number, but probably the best time 
to talk--if your schedule permits--would be during the day at the office. In 
any event, we can return to this. 


Best personal regards, 


BOWERS MERENA GALLERIES 


Q. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


QDB: jd 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 24, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

Your thought of postponing the Vermont-Machins Mills project until 
the end of the summer is also better for me. To put all of the material into 
one volume would be a major contribution as most material is scattered about in 


numismatic literature. 


It has been most pleasuresome working.with Rick Bagg. 


Kindest regards, 


oe ea 


Eri . Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





July 1, 1983 ae a 


WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Thank you for your interview with Rick Bagg. Just yesterday I had the opportunity 
to go over the interview notes in detail and incorporate some of the information 
in the Virgil Brand book. The Brand book manuscript is, at long last, completed! 


I believe I mentioned to you that some time ago I reacquired from Bob Hinkley the 
collection of Vermont coppers traded to him many years ago. I lack the Ryder-34, 

which you have (and lack some others, too). Bob said that in some earlier conversation 
Or correspondence with you, you said that you would be amenable to trade your R-34 

for a Myddleton token in silver - which he did not have, so could do nothing. I 

would very much like to acquire the R-34 and wonder if it could be purchased or 

traded for. If you could address this point - either telling me what you propose, 

or to "forget it'' - I will then either take action or go on to other things. Re: 
trading things - I could always buy something elsewhere in the market for you if 

you have your eye on something in another location - and then exchange it. 


I never met B.G. Johnson, of course, for he died 6 years before I became interested 
in coins, but Art Kelley, from whom I purchased many coins, always spoke highly of 
him. 


Did I mention to you the Brandsville story? Brandsville, in Howell County, Mo., was 
set up by Virgil's father, Michael, circa 1884. A story about this appears in "The 
West Plains Gazette" - a 1981 issue. If you don't have a copy, let me know and I'll 
send you a Xerox. I mention this because of your interest in Missouri items. Michael 
Brand was president of the West Plains National Bank, 1896, and signed national bank 
notes. 

Please let me know about R-34. 


Happy 4th of July! 


Best shes, 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





July 18, 1983 , Cae 3 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter which was waiting for me when | returned from a week 
in Colorado. After a week of teaching students at the ANA summer seminar, it 
is good to get back to the office for a ''rest''. | am putting the finishing 
touches on the book concerning Virgil Brand. Again, | thank you for your con- 
tributions concerning Burdette Johnson. 


Concerning the Vermont copper, Ryder 34, | noticed that in the 1976 ANS pub- 
lication, Ken Bressett specifically notes that three specimens are recorded. 
However, | do not know the location of the other two. | would be seeking this 
for my personal collection. While the future is not known, | can say that is 

is not my slightest intention to dispose of the collection anytime in what could 
be called the near future. | have no idea of what the value would be, as | have 
not ‘'shopped around!' in this category. | would suggest something in the way of 
a four-figure price. Probably the best way to ''trade'' for the piece would be 

to give you an ''allowance'! with whatever auction bids you might want to make 

in some other area, with you advising me of the most you would want to pay for 
the auction lots or, if you prefer, simply bidding directly yourself (and then 

| could pay the bill). We do have the Connecticut Historical Society Myddleton 
token in silver in stock and could work with this as part of the transaction. 

| could send them on approval if you wish. | do not have any coin balances or 
scales. Please let me know your thoughts. 


Concerning the appraisal, just send the information along to me when you have a 
chance to do it. | will take it from there. | am referring now to the United 


States half dollars you mentioned. 


Best wi 





BOWERS 9 MERENA GALLERIES 





Q. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


QDB: jd 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


August 11, 1983 


Q. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, New Hamoshire 03894 


Dear Dave: 


In accordance with our recent communications I have prepared and 
enclosed herewith a detailed list of my collection of U. S$. Half 
Dollars which is being given by me to Ehe Eric P. Newman Numismat~- 
jc Education Society. It consists of 13 pases giving Overton 
variety numbers for the early ones and descriptions of types for 
alt pieces. The condition is also listed and you will recall they 
were seen by Rich Boga when he visited here. 


I would like to have you put the fair market value next to the 
items. There is no rush! I am very grateful to you for your will 
ingness to do this for me in spite of the enormous amount of work 
your new position will require. You manage to keep your multitude 
of activities at an increasing pace. 


If there is any more information you need please let me know. 


Cordially 


EPN:bh 
Ene. 





August 11, 19383 


Q. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, New Hamoshire 033894 


Dear Dave: 


In accordance with our resent communications I have prepared and 
enclosed herewith a detailed list of my collection of U. S. Half 
Dollars which is being given by me to Ehe Eric P. Newman Numismat- 
ic Education Society. It consists of 13 paces giving Overton 
variety numbers for the early ones and descriptions of types for 
all pieces. The condition is also listed and you will recall they 
were seen by Rich Boag when he visited here. 


I would Like to have you put the fair market value next to the 
items. There is no rush! I am very grateful to you for your will- 
inaness to do this for me in spite of the enormous amount of work 
your new position will require. You manage to keep your multitude 
of activities at an increasing pace. 


If there is any more information you need please let me know. 


Cordially 


EPN:bh 
Enc. 


“9 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 
\ 
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Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


August 22, 1983 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

400 Washington Avenue t 
P.O. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter which was waiting for me when I returned from the 
American Numismatic Association Convention in San Diego. I thought that I 
might see you there--but apparently your schedule was too busy to permit this. 
The show was quite active--probably the most active in recent years. 


\ Concerning the half dollar appraisal, I will go over this with Rick Bagg (who 
examined the pieces personally) when he comes to Wolfeboro next week. 


Is there any news on the Vermont piece? If the answer is "no", that is fine-- 
and I will forget about it. On the other hand, if a trade is to be worked out 
involving the Myddleton token (plus a cash differential, or whatever) then I 
would like to set about doing this. 
Best personal regards, 


BOWERS/ AND MERENA GALLERIES 






Q. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


QDB: jd 
cc Rick Bagg 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





August 22, 1983 wy = 
Box 1224 

W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
P.0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MOv.631/é 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter which was waiting for me when I returned from the 
American Numismatic Association Convention in San Diego. I thought that I 
might see you there--but apparently your schedule was too busy to permit this. 
The show was quite active--probably the most active in recent years. 


Concerning the half dollar appraisal, I will go over this with Rick Bagg (who 
examined the pieces personally) when he comes to Wolfeboro next week. 


Is there any news on the Vermont piece? If the answer is "no" 5 that ts Tine=- 
and I will forget about it. On the other hand, if a trade is to be worked out 
involving the Myddleton token (plus a cash differential, or whatever) then I 
would like to set about doing this. 

Best personal regards, 


BOWERS/ AND MERENA GALLERIES 






Q. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


ODB: jd 
cc Rick Bagg 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 25, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

Dear Dave: 

I tried to buy a copper Myddleton token at the recent Stack auction in 
New York. I bid over the estimate. Whether it was sold back to the 
owner or to a higher independent bidder, I don't know. You probably 
could get the facts. 

In any event, either it or another copper one would go a long way to 
solving our trade dilemma for the Vermont piece. All it needs is your 
ingenuity. 


Thanks for your prompt August 22, 1983 answer. 


Happy presidency, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 





August 25, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 


Dear Dave: 


Enclosed is the list of new members taken in by 
AAS. it is heavy on the teaching profession. 

I suggest you go to the annual meeting on 
October 19, 1983 in Worcester to make your 
presence known. Perhaps you have a contact 
with one of the people mentioned in the news~ 
letter. 


Regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encl. 


FROM THE DESK OF ERIC P, NEWMAN 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





August 30, 1983 
Box 1224 

W/OLFEBORO, NH _ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

Ste. Lous. MI. “63:105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. I appreciate also the enclosure from 

the American Antiquarian Society. Probably joining the AAS would 
just add more to what already is a busy schedule. I would appreciate 
being a member, and if the opportunity occurs in a future year, I will 
take advantage of it. However, I am not inclined to go there and 
"push" my presence where it is not particularly wanted. 


Concerning the Myddleton token, I have on hand here a silver piece. 

I do not have a copper piece, nor do I know the location of one. 

While neither the silver nor the copper issues are extreme rarities, 
still, like so many items in numismatics, if I have to find one to- 
morrow, I might be out of luck. Perhaps the best way to leave it would 
be that if you would like to see the silver piece we have, I could send 
it along to you. This could be used toward the Vermont piece. Concern- 
ing the copper piece, if you can locate one elsewhere (perhaps contacting 
Stack's to see if their's is available) then we could pay the bill for it. 
In any event, let me know your thoughts. 





Under separate cover, I am sending you a poster which you might enjoy 





. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


QDB:gh 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 2, 1983 


Mr. 0. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 
This is just a gentle reminder about the appraisal which you or Rick 


are going to make of the Half Dollar group. I know it is a nuisance, 
but I am very grateful. | | | 


Cordially yours, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 
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November 19, 1983 A Mn. 
Box 1224 

WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Bt LOugs. MO, 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your note of November 2nd. I will contact Rick Bagg 

and will ask him to send me the information so that I can issue an 

appraisal. I am at a handicap somewhat, as Rick saw the coins, and 

I didn't. However, I am sure I can go on his notes. As soon as I 
\. ear trom Rick, I will take care of it. 


Due to the difficulty of commuting from his Boston home, Rick resigned 
from our staff, and will continue in the future only on a consulting 
basis. 


Is the issue with the Vermont coin still alive or is it dead? I recently 
Saw another example and will pursue it if one is not to be obtained from 
you. However, if you do want to part with yours, now would be an advan- 
tageous time for you to do it--"the time to sell is when you have a buyer," 
they say! 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB: gh 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





November 19, 1983 Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowiss MG, «63105 


Dear Eric 


Thank you for your note of November 2nd. I will contact Rick Bagg 
and will ask him to send me the information so that I can issue an 
appraisal. I am at a handicap somewhat, as Rick saw the coins, and 
IT didn't. However, I am sure I can go on his notes. As soon as I 
hear from Rick, I will take care of it. 


Due to the difficulty of commuting from his Boston home, Rick resigned 
from our staff, and will continue in the future only on a consulting 
basis. 


Is the issue with the Vermont coin still alive or is it dead? I recently 
saw another example and will pursue it if one is not to be obtained from 
you. However, if you do want to part with yours, now would be an advan- 
tageous time for you to do it--"the time to sell is when you have a buyer," 
they say! 
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Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


December 6, 1983 





Mr. Eric P. Newman Box 1224 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 sipameans nak Diy 


Dear Eric: 


I am dictating this letter on Saturday in between trips. I leave 
tomorrow (Sunday) for a few days in Colorado Springs at ANA 
headquarters. I received a message that you called, and Ray Merena 
said he called you back. I will talk with you (or at least try to) 
this coming week. In the meantime I will have my secretary send 
out this letter over my signature. 


Rick Bagg has the appraisal, and he told me he would be sending me 
the basic information. When it arrives here--hopefully within the 
next week--I will work on it and then send the information along to 
you, as requested. 

Best personal regards, 


Q. David 


QDB:gh 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 7, 1983 


MEMORANDUM 


Q. David Bowers called me today and asked me to be a speaker at the 
American Antiquarian Society for an assemblage of ANS people of about 
100-200 who are visiting Sturbridge Village, the home of St. Gaudens, 
and other spots in the area on June 10-16, 1984. 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





December 7, 1983 Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Tt was nice to talk with you on the telephone yesterday. Now 
that I am back in New Hampshire there seems to be a million 
different things to do. Please keep me posted on the Colonial 
coin situation, and, thank you for your nice invitation to see 
your new home: (or retreat) in Alton, Illinois. Incidentally, 
there is a town named Alton not far from Wolfeboro. 


I talked with Ed Rochette about the seminar and your willing- 
ness to speak, so he will be getting in touch with you con- 





Your friends in the rare coin business 


NUM is MA Tt -S Ts 
DD —=—— 
etn L 123 WEST 57th STREET * NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019 
TEL.: 212/582-2580 


TO 006469 
Eric P. Newman 
Box 14020 
St. Louts, MG. 63178 
REFNO. — NEWMN DATE 08 DEC 1983 





TERMS: NET CASH Payable upon receipt of merchandise 
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VIA REGISTERED MAIL 





IMINO) Mfemsr 
AWE VION WeEPTy. LOTS PURCHASED 5,200.00 
BUYER'S FEE 520.00 
INVOICE TAX 
3LA0151 POSTAGE & HDLG 6.00 | a 
PRICES REALIZED 
TOTAL BILL 5726.00 


DEPOSIT REC’D 


AMOUNT DUE: ® 5,726.00 











ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 12, 1983 


Mr. 0. David Bowers 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

Dear Dave: 

I was suecessful in purchasing the Myddleton Token at the Roper Sale 
and, therefore, am in a position to exchange the Vermont Number 34 to 
you as we discussed. As soon as I receive the invoice from Stacks, 

JT will send it to yau. 

1 am reading your Brand book and appreciate the fact that you send it 


to me. I will appreciate ft much more when I finish it. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


December 12, 1983 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St.) LoULe,; MO 637005 


Dear Eric, 





a 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


This is just a quick note to let you know that I received the information from 
Rick Bagg. Within the next few days I will go over the list and make the required 


appraisal. 


ishes, 











Bowers 


ODB : mg 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


December 15, 1983 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. suouLs, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 

This letter covers two subjects: 

First, the appraisal of your half dollars is "in the works" and is 
being typed up. This should be on its way to you within a few days. 
Once you receive it, if you find there are any areas where Il have 


misjudged, just let me know. 


Second, if there is anything I should know about a trade for the 
Vermont piece, just give me a call. 


Best wfiShes, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB: gh 
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Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 19, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

I am enclosing herewith a photocopy of the invoice of Stack's for Lot 

350 of the Roper Sale which was a Myddleton copper listed as in proof 
condition. My suggestion is that in accordance with our understanding 

you pay Stack's the $5726 due them and I will send you the Ryder 34 

which you have been so anxious to obtain. I am sorry to part with Ryder 
34, but the probabilities of my ever completing my Vermont group are 
minimal and I would rather see you have the pleasure of owning it. 

I wish I could have obtained the Myddleton at a lower figure, as I tried 
on the one which was auctioned a few months ago, but I assume I would have 


been outbid if the other fellow had not acquired the other specimen. 


Best regards for the Holidays! 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encl. 
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v NUMISMATISTS 


123 WEST 57th STREET » NEW YORK,N.Y. 10019 


America’s Oldest and Largest Rare Coin Dealers ° (212) 582-2580 


COINS MEDALS PAPER MONEY 
006496 


ERIC P NEWMAN 20 DEC 1983 
BOX 14020 
ST LOUIS, MO 63178 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
PLEASE RETURN TOP PORTION WITH PAYMENT 


DATE REFERENCE CHARGES CREDITS BALANCE 


BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD ————3> 


08 DEC AU 3LA0151 57726,90 5, 726,00 


BEST WISHES FOR) A 





HAPPY NEW YEAR, $5,726,090 
CODE: CS - CASH DS - DISCOUNT EC -ERROR CORRECTION PAY LAST 
DM- DEBIT MEMO JE -JOURNAL ENTRY MS - MISCELLANEOUS AMOUNT IN 
CM—- CREDIT MEMO AU -AUCTION THIS COLUMN 
TX - TAX CH -CHARGE 


STACK’S + 123 West 57th Street * New York, N.Y. 10019 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 22, 1983 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I took the Ryder 34 out of my safe deposit box, but hesitate to send 

it during the holiday season and cold wave. I will send it shortly. 

I want you to know that I have never seen another one, 30 I have no 

idea 1f this is the finest known or not. All parts are perfectly 

clear and very readable, but as you know, Vermont coins are always 
somewhat weak and whether this is classified as fine or very fine, I 
have no idea. It is not a dog or a gem. It is just excessively rare and 
a pleasing piece. 


Best for the holidays. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





December 29, 1983 | 
Box 1224 

W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

The enclosed letter copy from Ray Merena to Harvey Stack is self-explanatory. 


Cheers, and good wishes! 


Sincerely, 






BOWE ND MERENA GALLERIES 





. Dauswd Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


QDB: jd 
Enclosure 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


* 
a ee 


~ BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





December 29, 1983 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Harvey Stack 
Stack's 
123 West 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019 
Dear Harvey: 
I am enclosing herewith our check in the amount of $5,726 in satisfaction of 


your invoice dated December 8, 1983 to account #006469, Eric P. Newman, Lot 
#350. 


Wishing you and your family a happy, healthy, and prosperous 1984. I remain. 


Sincerely yours, 


ey MERENA GALLERIES 
e “aes 

Ray . Merena 

Pre 


4 
RNM:jd 
cc Eric P. Newman 


; j roa } / ae . | 3 : : i . ’ , oe 
You Plevhets fel Frle Fare Coil Ousiiless 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


F | 3 | January 5, 1984 


on Wis Gh ae PED 
REGISTERED MATIL™ (0 03! 69! <5 pe Meecomearts, TA 
a te a PROM Bhs Retuan Keceet - , Of 
Mr. Q. David Bowers fa stag ©. fmmet e 1 
Box 1224 BEST 


Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

Dear Mr. Bowers: 

As Mr. Newman stated to you in his letter of December 22, 1983, he 
preferred waiting until after the holiday mail rush to send you the 


Vermont Ryder 34. Mr. Newman is presently on vacation and, pursuant 
to his instructions, there is enclosed herewith the Vermont Ryder 34. 


Sincerely, 


Julie Hoppe, Administrative 
Assistant to Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encl. 





FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 25, 1984 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Marena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

Dear Dave: 

I took a couple of weeks off to recharge my batteries in Jamaica. 
When I returned I found your appraisal. I wish to thank you very 
much for the care and work you put into the project and for your 
wholehearted cooperation. 


My very best to you and yours. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





March 9, 1984 ae 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

at. Louis, M0 63105 

Dear Eric: 

I am enclosing herewith photographs of an item from the Virgil M. Brand Collec- 
tion, together with a Xerox of the attribution slip of paper that came with it 
(such having been prepared many decades ago). We would not want to offer the 
piece without being reasonably certain that the E B counterstamp is genuine. 
Can you offer any comments based upon the picture enclosed? Your help would be 
very much appreciated. 

I look forward to seeing you in June at the Numismatic Festival. 

Sincerely, 


ee. MERENA GALLERIES 


sae 
Ra N. Merena 
Presidént 


RNM :jd 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC i NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil phased, St. Louis, “Aor tgent) 63105 


March a, 1984 


Mr. Raymond N. Merena 
Bowers and Mersna Ballertes Inc.’ 
‘dhe OR: bee. 8 : 
RA ARDORO » NH 03894, 


Dear Rays. 


t have your tnquiey of March 9, 1984 about the 1753 Half Dobra of 
Brazil with miscellaneous counterstamps. It is, of course, very 
difficult to comment on a coin without seeing it. In fact, the 
picture is only of the obverse. You did not give me its weight, 48 
it seems substantially filed off at the perimeter. I cannot tell what 
| the large circle in the center of the coin is. by | 


taving said all this, I will chest all of my wiekubie of other EB 
-counterstamps to see if this one matches: them. From memory, it iooks 
Battafactory. | | 


. The Cotetaia JWB,. which I cannot read, bother me because the initial 
J was not used at that time by assayers, but you will notice that it 
is used on the. coin itself. 


_,, Any sddftténal information voit, can furnish will be helpesl. 


Piaeaiely, 


Erte Py Newman | 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





April 2, 1984 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis,-M0 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I hope this letter finds all well with you. I look forward to seeing you in 
Massachusetts at the Numismatic Festival in a couple months. 


I would like to prepare an illustrated book on the subject of Vermont coppers, 
incorporating the information already in print, together with new observations. 
Would it be possible to use, with credit, certain of the information in the 
"Centennial Publication of the American Numismatic Society"? Your article and 
the methodology discussed would form a valuable part of what I have in mind. 


Best wishes, 






AND MERENA GALLERIES 


. David Bowers 


QDB:jd 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE. MAIL: P.O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63178. PHONE 314-444-6000 CABLE: EDBRO 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
N 


SECRETARY April 6, 1984 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I am delighted that the idea of the Festival has materialized and 
my wife and I look forward to participation. 


With respect to your book on Vermont coppers, you certainly have my 
permission to use the material I wrote, but certain minor corrections 
should be made if you take any of it verbatim. I also think a study 
should be made of the central punch of the bust right group to see 
whether there is more than one punch used and to see how those coordinate 
with the punches of the Machins material. 


I also recommend to you that you include a picture of a portion of the 
Machins contract as the original is at the American Numismatic Society. 


I assume there is no objection by the ANS to the use of material pub- 
lished by it as its purpose is to disseminate such material. 


I look forward to seeing you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


CHANDLERS e BAKERS e LEEDS e BURTS e THE WILD PAIR e LEASED SHOE DEPTS 
THE HANDYMAN e JEANS WEST © OAK TREE e SIZE 5-7-9 SHOPS e JOAN BARI ¢ FASHION CONSPIRACY 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





April 95-1984 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St.; Lowis. MO.63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am enclosing herewith a page taken from A B March 5, 1984. As you probably 
know, this is a publication that goes to antiquarian booksellers. You will 
note that one of your books is being offered! 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB:jd 
Enclosure 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


tr aan ee oan 





BOOKS FOR SALE 


(Cite March 5 AB) 


ANTIPODEAN BOOKS, @& MAPS & PRINTS 


P.O. Box 189 


Attn.: David & Cathy Lilburne 

(914) 265-3785. Anytime 

All books vg unless noted. CWO, Ppd. 10 day 
return. 

Americana ' 

Birkbeck, M. Notes on a Journey in America, 
from the Coast of Virginia to the Territory 
of Illinois. London 1818, 3rd ed. Modern % 
kangaroo spine, marble boards. $100 


Bingham, Hiram. A Residence of 21 Years in 
the Sandwich Islands. Hartford 1848, 2nd 
a Rebacked using orig. leather Spine. 
100 
Evans, G. Visitors Companion, A Complete 
Guide for Washington DC. Philadeiphia 
1892. Covers slt. soiled. $35 
Frossard, E. ee of US Cents & Half 
Cents 1793-1857. Irvington 1879. Ltd to 300 
copies. $50 
Hall, Capt. Basil. 40 Etchings, In North 
America. London 1830, 4th ed. 1 plate torn 
& repaired, some foxing. % calf covers 
chipped & rubbed. $125 
Newman, E. Early Paper Money of America. 
1976. $12 
Comettant, Oscar. Tres Anos en Los Estados 
Unidos. Madrid 1858. 4 litho plates, rubbed 
% calf. $50 
(California) Mrs. D. Bates. Incidents on 
Land & Water. 4 Years on the Pacific 
Coast. 2nd ed, Boston 1857. $35 
Taylor, Bayard. Adventures in E] Dorado. 
NY 1856, 8th ed. 8 attrac. a 
some slt. affected by water. $5 
we R. Southern California. Mass. 1898. 
$20 
Roberts, E. Santa Barbara. Boston 1888. 
Charming ills. by H.C. Ford. $20 
Antiques 
Moses, H. Vases from the Collection of Sir 
Henry Englefield. London 1819, 40 plates, 
needs rebinding. $35 
Macquoid & Edwards. The Dictionary of 
English Furniture. London 1924, 3 folio 
vols. Some pp of vol 2&3 stuck together in 
spots, some worm holes in hinge o/w bright 
copy of this classic. $295 
ee R. Early American Glass. NY 1929. 
Miniature Rooms. An album of 27 photos of 
miniature rooms. Possibly a salesman 
dummy of dolis furniture manufacturer. 
Rooms completely furnished in dif. 
architectural styles. Diced black calf, gilt 
title & decoration. Album 9’’x13’’, photos 
vary, approx 5’’x8’’. Gilt inner dentelles, 
moire satin ep., VG. $150 


Foreign Travel 

Bartlett, W.H. Canadian Scenery. London 
1842, 2 vols, 118 plates, bright clean orig. 
gilt cloth. $750 

Duchaussois, Rev. P. Mid Snow & Ice. 
London 1923. NW Canada. Blind lib. stamp 
on title. $20 

Pemberton, J.D. Vancouver Island & British 


1844 


Cold Spring, NY 10516 


Columbia. London 1860. Modern Y% calf, 4 
maps, few library stamps. $135 
Kikpatrick, F.A. A History of the Argentine 
Republic. Cambridge 1931. $18 
Baring-Gould, S. Iceland: Its Scenes & 
Sagas. London 1863, 4to. Loose in covers. 
100 


(India) Atkinson, Capt. G.F. Curry & Rice. 
Ingredients of Social Life at our Station in 
India. London ec. 1868, 40 sepia lithos. $125 

(Malaysia) Clifford, H. Further India. Story 
of Exploration. London 1904. $50 

Poe s Guide to Sweden. London 1875, 4th 
ed. $20 


Evans-Wentz, W.Y. The Tibetan Book of the 
Dead. OUP 1927. $30 

Zeitlin, I. Gessar-Kahn, A ee of Tibet. 
NY 1927, ills by Theodore adejen. DJ, 
shelf rubbed, 4to. $25 

Maps & Prints 

Moll, Herman. A System of Geo raphy. 
London 1701. Orig. calf slt. rubbed. 4to, 41 
maps incl. the world & 4 N. American 
maps. $950 

Skelton, R. The Vinland Map & the Tartar 
Relation. Yale 1965. DJ. $12.50 

Skelton, R. Decorative Printed Maps of the 
15th to 18th Centuries. London 1952. Sml. 
folio. $65 

Knight, Charles. Gallery of Portraits. 7 vols, 
4to. 168 steel plates. $85 

Curtis’s Botanical pagar, 15 hand colored 
engravings native Mexican flowers. 
1845-49, includes text. $150 

Art & Literature 

Cambridge History of American Literature. 3 
vols, 1933. $50 

Gaugin. Exhibition of pone Eingravings 
& es Edinburgh 1955. $15 

Crusoe, Robinson. The Life & Most 
ee Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, 
of York Mariner. Liverpool 1800, 26th ed. 
modern % calf. $45 

ee R. Eros Magazine. All 4 vols, 1962. 

0 


Chaplin, H. A pebay Miscellany. 1st eds, 
manuscripts, etc of all Lindsay famil 
members, including Norman. 1978. $20 

Lindsay, J. Faces & Places. Ills by Norman 
Lindsay, Toronto 1974. $15 

Lindsay, J. The London A hrodite. 
pproncn Press, 1929. Modern calf spine. 


Spender, S. Trial of a Judge. London 1938. 
With flyer for the Group Theatre. $35 
Sci-Fi, as a lot 
Amazing Stories. June 1930, August & Sept 
1927. Includes scientification stories by A. 
nat Verrill, John W. tt ag H.G. 
ells, The War of the Worl S, 2 parts. 
Astounding Stories. June-Nov. 1937 
ie Science-Fiction. April & Aug 
1938, Mar 1939. 
Orig. pic. covers, Spine It. chipped o/w 
(Continued in Classified Section) 


Cite AB March 5, 1984 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





July 6, 1984 h ry 

Box 1224 

WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. /houis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


It was nice to see you and Evelyn in Massachusetts. Ed Rochette 
Seng me oa Copy OL your letter to him. I'm sorry I could not) have 
attended for the remaining four days, but with the exhibition of 
coins scheduled for New York City the next day, and with two major 
auction sales the next week, I simply could not do it. I had coun- 
ted on seeing the American Antiquarian Society in particular--so 
Doro De able to do this was a loss. And, also in particular I 
wanted to hear what you and Ken Bressett each had to say. Barbara 
Hyde said she was making tapes, so I hope to acquire copies of the 
tapes and receive the messages that way. 


A week or so ago, a New York art dealer, Ray Sacks, called me and 

I bought from him a portrait. I have done some scattered business 
with him over the past three or four years. He mentioned to me 

that he had available one or more "famous" railroad paintings, 

and remembering Evelyn's comment that she was looking for railroad 
items (I told her I personally didn't have any for sale, but would 
see what I could find), I suggested that he contact her. I have 

no personal involvement in any transaction you may or may not have-- 
but just passed her name along as a matter of interest. 


Prue, 1. look forward to, seeing you in Detroit if you plan to attend. 





Be ersonal regards, 





ODEs 7d 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


- 





October 1, 1984 Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 


(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sr. louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


In observation of the 100th anniversary of the inception of copper state coinage 
which will occur in 1985, our "Rare Coin Review" will have a few pages on the 
subject, particularly as relating to Vermont and Connecticut (which were actually 
first produced in 1785), but not to the exclusion of Massachusetts, New York, 

and New Jersey. 


If you would care to set pen to paper, or activate your typewriter and submit 
up to two double-spaced typewritten pages concerning why such coins have been 
interesting to you in the past I would, upon receipt, pay an honorarium of 

$50 for the tribute. I am making the request of several other scholars in the 
field. 


My deadline is fairly short, so if this is to be done I would like to have your 
contrib on by October 20. I appreciate any interest you may take. 







Best p nal regards, 






Q. David Bowers 


QDB/ea 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 8, 1984 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I will be glad to write up a few thoughts as to my interest in Colonial coppers. 
We will not accept an honorarium from you. 


I do have something which I would like to give you as a present if you like it. 
I have the Harpers Magazine article on the presentation,_St. Gaudens Statue 
(about 1897) of the negro regiment to the city of Boston with a double page il- 
lustration of’ Sculpture. I found it by accident in looking for other material 
and bought it. 


My very best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





October 12, 1984 Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P’. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sty bOULS,- MG 63TOS 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note. I would be pleased to pay you the honorarium 
mentioned, but if you do not want it, this is fine. But, my intent is 
there. 


Thank you for thinking of me with regard to the Saint-Gaudens item. This 
is a particular interest of mine, for, as you know, the Saint-Gaudens home 
is not very far from here. 

I do have a deadline on the contribution for the 100th anniversary of state 
coppers, so if you can see your way to send this along right away it would 


be appreciated. 


Best personal regards, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/ea 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 22, 1984 


Mr. Dave Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

The St. Gaudens item is on its way to you and I think you will like it. The 
honorarium intent is lovely, but if you want to do anything about the two above 
items, perhaps you have a duplicate or so of stereoptican views of the Mint and its 
machinery or the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. I would enjoy those. 


Please send me priceSrealized from the Clifford collection. 


My very best wishes. 





incerely, 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





October 23, 1984 Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH _ 03894 


(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. “Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Erie: 


Thank you very much for your excellent contribution to our next 
"Rare Coin Review". I am enclosing our check in the amount of 
$50 as an honorarium for your help. 


1985 is indeed an important bicentennial anniversary, and I hope 
that the "Forum" of comment from leading specialists will help 
spread interest in this most fascinating area. 


Best mersonal regards, 







ND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


QO. David Bowers 


ODB: jd 
Enclosure 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





November 1, 1984 Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter and for the Harper's Weekly magazine. I appreciate the 
magazine very much! 


I am enclosing herewith a stereopticon view of 'Coining Double Eagles" at the 
Philadelphia Mint. The view is rather interesting in that the lady turns her back 
toward the camera--not exactly what one would call a good pose! This card is pro- 
bably rare, for I have not seen a duplicate. Please add it to your collection. 








I am enclos 
Collection. 


herewith a Xerox copy of the prices realized from the Clifford 


Best persona 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/ea 
Enclosures 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 
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Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


December 18, 1984 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

After reading the statistics on page 2525 of the December 1984 of "The Numismatist" 
I have to wonder whether or not you should order a few more cabinets for storing all 


of your medals. Your achievements are simply overwhelming! 


Best wishes to you and Evelyn for a happy holiday season and a happy, healthy, and 
prosperous 1985. 


Sincerely, 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





Jabyotl.., 2985 hie 
Box 1224 


W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St, Louis: iO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for the delightful surprise of your monograph. I will read it at my earliest 
opportunity. I don't think there is a single thing you have ever said in print that 


I haven't read yet, so this will complete my efforts to date. 


By the way, the current issue of "The Numismatist" contains an interesting article 
concerning wood's pieces--perhaps you have seen it. 


I hope you and Evelyn are enjoying a nice summer. If your travels ever bring you 
to New Hampshire be sure to come by and see us here. 


Best personal regards, 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





August 27, 1985 SS ee 
Box 1224 

WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


It was a real treat to see you at the ANA convention. A high point of my presidency 
was giving you your 50-year gold medal. From the very beginning of my interest I 
have admired you and your accomplishments. 


I enjoyed immensely our conversation on the last day--the one at the airport. Under 
separate cover I am sending you a complimentary copy of THE MOXIE ENCYCLOPEDIA. There 
are a number of pages devoted to Augustin Thompson's activities in St. Louis, including 
a first-hand account of the tornado and windstorm there. St. Louis was a prime depot 
for Moxie in the late nineteenth century. About a year ago, during an excavation in 
the river at St. Louis, where adockused to be, 35,000 bottles were brought to light, 
including three old-time Moxie bottles. I presume these are attributable to St. Louis. 
Anyway, I hope you enjoy the book. You will have to give me a brief "report" of how 
you. find it. 


The next time you are in New England and have a day of extra time, please come and 
visit. By car we are just two hours north of the Boston Airport. 


Best wighes, 





Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





October 4, 1985 paral i, “See 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowis, MO 63105 


Dear Erie. 


I am enclosing herewith a status report on my COLONIAL AMERICAN COINS book. At 
present I am busy gathering photographs and also completing the basic research 
for the book. I plan to illustrate major types and price them. In addition, lI 
plan to list, so far as is practical, all specialized die varieties of early 
American coinage, giving rarity ratings for each. I feel this will be of great 
help to the hobby and all those interested in it. 


Except by reputation, I do not know what you have in your collection, or whether 
you have in any one spot data on die varieties that may differ from that published 
in "The Colonial Newsletter" or other available sources. If you- would care to 
share photographs of some of your important pieces and great rarities, I would 

be grateful - and I feel that the hobby as a whole would benefit. I guess the 
purpose of the letter, Eric, is to determine what you might have available that 
would contribute to the project. Could you let me know your thoughts? 


I keep reading many nice things about the railroad terminal in St. Louis. I can 
hardly wait to see it. 


Best wish 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Enclosure: 
Status report on COLONIAL AMERICAN COINS book 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


October 4, 1985 ASG 
a ELT 
: {Ee ; 
STATUS REPORT ‘ ND 
jer ee ise 
Box 1224 
"COLONIAL AMERICAN COINS: A Guide to Colonial, State, WOLFEBORO. NH_ 038% 


and Related Early issues" 
(603) 569-5095 
Research on the book has been continuing for several years. Recently, I have ac- 
celerated the project, with the expectation that typesetting will be complete 
toward the end of 1985 or early 1986, and that publication will occur in the first 


part Or 1986. 


Scope of the book: To cover the areas indicated by the title, plus early Washington 
issues, to give their numismatic history and place in general American history, to 
discuss their numismatic characteristics (striking, planchet characteristics, the 
appearance and availability of pieces today, ete... and to List ard price then 

by types. In addition, in areas in which knowledge is available, specialized die 
varieties will be listed and rarity ratings (Sheldon Scale) will be given. 


Purpose of the book: To provide a popularly-priced (I hope for a cover price in the 
$10 to $15 range), widely-distributed book which will at once appeal to the novice 
collector as well as to the advanced specialist. General interest in the field of 
"colonials" is at a low point for several reasons: some of the great names of the 
past (Craige, Picker, Roper, Robison, et al) are no longer living and, perhaps even 
more to the point, 99% of the material being disseminated in print today seems to 

be concerned with investing in silver dollars, etc. And yet, the general field known 
as "colonials" is the foundation of American numismatics. Parenthetically, I note 
that it is remotely possible that in some distant year the book might be profitable, 
the tens-of thousands of dollars we have spent and will continue to spend on re- 
search, photography, typesetting, etc. will preclude this possibility for a long time. 


I very much appreciate the great help extended so far by people whom I have contacted. 


Each contributor will be listed in the book as such. 
a7 


/ 6 
Best wishes, 
| 






Q. David Bowers 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 9, 1985 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Your October 4, 1985 request for my cooperation with your book entitled 
"Colonial American Coins" is preemptorily granted. Now what is it that 
you need? 


Everything in my collection has been pictured or published somewhere. 
There are a number of unique items. 


You are undertaking a tremendous project if you include all technical 
varieties. Taxay did his best, Green also has done it, but it is not 

yet published. I think you will be bogged down if you get into St. 
Patricks, Connecticuts, Woods, Higleys, etc.. Good luck in any event. 

What makes me sad is that you do not seem to intend to mention any Colonial 
paper money and that is what the people principally used in Colonial 


times. 


Whatever you do gets readership. You create enthusiasm for whatever 
you touch. 


My best to Chris and please bring her to the St. Louis Union Station 
with you and we will take you for a ride. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





October 16, 1985 poppies. ‘ae, £5 
Box 1224 

WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter and the very pleasant answer it contained. I have not 
yet formulated plans for photography, and it might be Mike Hodder who is doing 
much of the research for the book, who makes the trip rather than me - along with 
Anne Hassin, our professional photographer. We hope also to stop at the American 
Numismatic Society (which has granted permission), and a couple of other places - 
so that the illustrations in the book can be of premium quality. 


The next time I get even remotely close to St. Louis I certainly will visit the 
Union Station restoration. Jim Ruddy visited me as a guest last weekend, and I 
mentioned to him Evelyn's interest in old railroad memorabilia. He has a large 
presentation silver-plated tray of the Pennsylvania Railroad - the one I mentioned 
to you, with the railroad bridge crossing the Susquehanna River - and he mentioned 
that he might sell it. He is going to write to Evelyn. I shall send him a copy 
of my letter to you as a reminder. I believe he has a few other things. One 

time he owned a store which specialized in model trains, and for that store he 
gathered various historical items. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Copy to: 
Jim Ruddy 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


"BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





March li, 1966 Nae we € 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P.. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Se, Louis, MO 63105 


Dear’. Eric: 


Mike Hodder's information-gathering process and research for the colonial book is 
coming along nicely. He has visited the American Numismatic Society and several 
eastern collections - with photographer in tow - with the result that only a few 
dozen pieces now are needed. I am enclosing herewith a xerox of Mike's "want list" 
card with six pieces from your collection. If it would be possible to purchase 
photographs of these pieces, it would be very much appreciated. The ideal format 
would be black and white, actual size. 


I am also sending a copy of the larger general "want list."’ Perhaps you have some 
pieces on this list as well. The six pieces on the smaller "Newman Collection 
Specimens" list are pieces which Mike feels certain that you do have - but you may 
well have others also. 


Eric, if you can help in any way it would be very much appreciated. As noted, I 
will pay for the photography involved. 


Best personal regards, 





Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mkv 
Enclosures: 


Ch) VWant. List" 
(2) "Newman Collection Specimens" list 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


i Colonial Coins Book. Photographic Want List. 7 March 10, 1986 
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. Mass. 'N.E, “Shilling. ‘Noe “TEI-A! 


Sie SS - ONS pel Seca 


. Wood! S | Hibernias: 1724 Halfpenny. Variety with continuous obverse legend. — 


: Besa! Half Cent. 1787. R.4-D 
. Mass. Cents. 1788. R.5-H, 11-G, 1/- a 
. Connecticut Coppers: 1785. OP 5-L, 4,2-F.6, 6.1-A.1. 


. New Jersey ata Maris 6-D, /- 


Saad Sry eee 


Mass. Oak Tree Coinage; Shilling. Noe ‘17, ‘18. 
'« Twopence. Picker 35. 


Mass. Pine Tree Coinage: Shilling. Noe 11,1, 4, Picker 26A, 26.6, Noe 31, Picker 38. 
' Sixpence. Picker ’ 33A. 


; St. Patrick's Coinage: Unique gold aie oc ‘sold ‘Stack Ss 1976 ANA, lot 2]. 


Silver halfpenny. : 


; Rosa Americana: 1722 Halfpenny. D.G. REX/ROSA AMERL. 


UTTLE 

1172/1722 Halfpenny. DEL GRATIA REX/ROSA AMERICANA 

1722 Penny. ‘Iwo rosettes, no period after REX 

L722 Iwopeiice. NO period after REX 

1723 Penny.’ Period after.date, large scroll ends. 

1723 Twopence. No period after REX, period after date. 
«1723 Twopence. Periods after REX and date, large scroll ends. 

- Pattern 1717 Twopence. Unique. 
1723 Twopence. Cross between ROSA and AMERICANA, 


Pattern 1723 Halfpenny.. N-9,. Star before date. 
Pattern 1724 Farthing.. N-14, Trident & sceptre rev. 

' Pattern 1724 Farthing..N-17. Unique, ex Montagu. 

' Pattern 1724 Halfpenny. N-11. Silver. Unique, ex Newcomer. 
Pattern 1724 Halfpenny. N-13. Silver. Ex N.E. sale, 7/76, lot 363. 


‘ Higley Copper.1737 Value of Threepence/I am Good Copper. Three hammers. 


. Voce Populi Coppers: Halfpence. Nelson-3,5,7,14,15,16 
. Confederation Period Coppers: 1786 Non Vi Virtute: Vici/Neo Eboracensis. 


Inmunis Columbia over’ ee Nova 


1786. 2.327) 2.4-U, 9.5-V, 4 tae £2-6, 2-8. 
(1787. 1.2-m, 1. 4-WW, 8-a.1, 16.2-NN.2, 16.5-p, 33.7-Z.9, 
St 33 19-2.10," 33.14-Z.2, 33.19-Z.4, 33. 20- 2 Vi 
Hawi 33, 21-k.&, (33. 21-EE, 35 DoT), 39,0842 ,.7,.23.20-2.20, 
33 99-7, 25°33. 30-SS, (33.35-2.1, 33.35-2.9 
33.36-T.3,* 33.39-Z. 13, 33. 47-11, 33.48-Z. 2 
37.4-RR, 48-k.3,' 52-G.2. rah 
“1788. 14.1-S,"'16. NE 
“Mules.100-I; 101-G.2, 125- ‘ih 128-1 £,199-T. 


= 


~~ 
? 
2; 


. Machin's Mills: 6-72A,' 10-774, 16- 86A, CT-86A, 21-I-87D-IL. 


C, 7-E, 9-G, 10-gg,.10-h, ll- G, 113-G 
ll-hh, 12-1, 15-U, 16- dwa6-J, 16-S; i i 18- L, 18-N. 
21-0, 21-R,: 21%-R, 22-P, 23%-R, 24-1, 24-M, 24- -Q, 26-d, 
28-L, 35-W, 37-x, °37-Y,' 38-L, 38-a, 38- b, 38- -c, 43-Y, 
44-d, 45-e, 47%-e, 48-x, 48- £, 62-r, 63-r, 64-u, 775-dd, 
79-ee, 80- ££, 81-11, Bd-Kk, 21-3. 

New Persie 1818 Half Real. 93.3671, 


oN (1) 
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. Somers Island Threepence sti tad 
. Mass. Pine Tree Shilling. Noe-12. | 


American Plantations 1/24th Real. Transposed arms reverse. 
Continental Dollar. N 3-D. Silver. E G FECIT. 


. 1786 Immmis obv/1785 Confederatio, large circle rev. 
. 1792 Half Dollar. Plain edge. 13 stars. B-20; Gold. 
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. Washington Pieces: 1783 Dra aped bust, ‘larger head, Baker-2B. | 
Cah Ra Hao : _ Same, INDEPEDENCE misspelling .37)4 3: 

er are ene nas ~ Draped bust ,"cent'', no button. B-5. 
F ~1796 Repub. Ameri. ' Bronze.’ Plain ‘elke. B- 68. 
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. Mass. ‘N.E. Shilling. Noe ITI-A. men 
; Mass. Oak Tree Coinage: Shilling; Noe vu, “lB. ; 
‘Twopence. Picker 35. ? 

. Mass. Pine Tree Coinage: Shilling. Noe 11,1,14, Picker 26A, 26.6,Noe 31, Picker 38. 

' Sixpence. Picker’ 33A. 
‘ St. Patrick's Coinage: Unique gold eat ele sold ‘Stack’ s 1976 ANA, lot 2]. 

Silver halfpemny. :. — 
Rosa Pes ten 1722 Halfpenny. D.G. REX/ROSA AMERT. UTTLE 

1172/1722 Halfpenny. DEI GRATIA REX/ROSA AMERICANA 

Bite dicts <P 1722 Penny. ‘Two rosettes, no period after REX 
Br il c 1722 Twopence. No period after REX 
Le | 1723 Penny. Period after.date, large scroll ends. 
fe ps | 1723 Twopence. No period after REX, period after date. 
cael et eae _- «,* 1723 Twopence. Periods after REX and date, large scroll ends. 
a 2 Pattern 1717 Twopence. Unique. 
oe he Be iO 1723 Twopence. Cross between ROSA and AMERICANA. ae 
sgictw ce 6, Wood's Hibernias: 1724 Halfpenny. Variety with continuous obverse legend. a 
eee Pattern 1723 Halfpenny... N-9.. Star before date. 


tua 
treaties 


hr ee 6° es DO 


section t,t — . Pattern 1724 Farthing.. N-14, Trident & sceptre rev.. © 

Poder, a é ' Pattern 1724 Farthing..N-17. Unique, ex Montagu. : 

ee , ' Pattern 1724 Halfpenny. N-11. Silver. Unique, ex Newcomer. 

ea ae Pattern 1724 Halfpenny. N-13. Silver. Ex N.E. sale, 7/76, lot 363. 


pea ane Je Higley Copper.1737 Value of Threepence/I am Good Copper. Three hanmers . 
Poe. 8, Voce Populi Coppers: Halfpence. Nelson-3,5,7,14,15,16 
se. 9, Confederation Period Coppers: 1786 Non Vi Virtute: Vici/Neo Eboracensis. 
nied pe Inmunis Columbia over: eepiciea ieee Nova 
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tee "12, Connecticut Coppers: 1785. 3.5-L, 4.2-F.6, 6.1-A.1. 
; ee ue 1786. 2.3-T,2.4-U, +6, di, 1-07 2e0 
1787. 1, 20m, 1. 4-W, 8-a.1, 16.2-NN. 2” 16.5-p, 33./-@.7 
Bay 12-2. 10,° 33.14-Z.2, 33.19-Z.4, 33.20-2. 11, 
- 33, 21-k.4, .33.21-EE, 33.22-II, 33.28-2.7,33.28-2.2U 
, 33.29-Z.25; 33. 30-SS, 33 5-2... 33.35-Z.9, 
33,36-1.3,°.33.39-Z. 13: 33. 47-Tf, 33.48-Z.25, 
37.4-RR, 48-k. gs ees Vo Ce ae 
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. Somers Island Threepence 


6 K_.. ... 2. Mass. Pine Tree Shilling. Noe-12.__ | 
© k 3. American Plantations 1/24th Real. Transposed amms reverse. 
6) 4, Continental Dollar. N 3-D. Silver. E G FECIT. 
OK 5. 1786 Immmis obv/1785 Confederatio, large circle rev. 
Ae el 
©(c 6. 1792 Half Dollar( Plain edge, 13 stars. B-20. Gold. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 18, 1986 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I have your letter of March 11, 1986, with respect to research on a book 
covering early American money. I read with interest Mike Hodder's want 
list for pictures. 


The item which bothers me most is that Walter Breen for years has been 
gathering these pictures for an encyclopedia and I have furnished to 
him those that he wished which I had. Is there no way pictures can be 
obtained from him? 


With respect to the six Newman Collection pieces, they are all available 
for photography unless I already have a picture. In that regard, I call 
you particular attention to the fact that the 1792 Washington Half Dollar 
does not have a plain edge, but a lettered edge. 


As far as the New Jersey coppers are concerned, I probably have one-for-one 
photos of the entire group which is requested. With regard to the Machin's 
Mills, I can furnish several of these. I believe you should include 

all of the 1785 dated pieces which are now unlisted, but they may not 

be Machin's Mills. This is also true of the 1784 pieces. 


With regard to Connecticut coppers, I should imagine Ned Barnsley has 
pictures of all of these. 


With respect to Massachusetts cents and half cents, I believe Phil Greco 
has issued photographic plates covering these. 


With respect to the Fugio cents, Jim Spilman published pictures of these 
and, no doubt, has original photos. 


Perhaps Mike or you can respond as to some of your thoughts on these 
matters so that I can be of help. 


jah 





BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





March 21, 1986 bowate Es 
BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri” @3205 


Dear Erie: 


Thank you for your letter. I will have Mike get in touch with you concerning 

photographs. I will also have Mike get in touch with Walter. I wouldn't be a 
bit surprised if Walter's pictures were in the hands of his publisher - but if 
they are available separately, perhaps we can have negatives made of them. 


Eric, thanks for your indicated interest. The colonial book project is a massive 
one - as you can appreciate perhaps as much as, if not more than, anyone else. 





Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Copy to: 
Mike Hodder 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


March 25, 1986 
Box 1224 


WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sty outs, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Dave passed your reply to our request for photographic assistance on to me, as I 
am co-ordinating the gathering of illustrations for the project. 


I shall contact Walter Breen - perhaps he can supply pictures of some of the R-8 
or R-9 pieces I need. At this stage I feel confident I have nearly 90% of the 
entire series on film or coming to me in the near future. The figure may even 
be higher, witness the specialized listing of wants from your own collection. 


Speaking of which, I apologize for incorrectly listing your 1792 Washington Half 
Dollar as plain edged. If you can oblige with 1X photos of the NJ and Machin's 
products I would be grateful. 


Regarding the other series on my want list, the Mass. silver will probably take 

the longest to fill. Do you know the whereabouts of the St. Patricks gold "farthing"? 
Was it genuine? I've seen only photos of it. The Rosas and Hibernias will be 
complete by summer's end; the Voce populi's, Mass. coppers, and Fugios will be 
complete by the end of spring. I will ask Dave to write to Ned Barnsley for help 

on Connecticuts. Regarding these, I've photographed the A.N.S. collection of CT 
coppers in its entirety. You can imagine how large a project this all will be. I 

am surprised Dave and I have come as far as we have so soon. 


Yours Truly, 


Ll [Ldeec 


Michael J. Hodder 


MJH:dr 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





( 


May 6, 1986 | 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 


(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lovdis, MO 63105 


Dear. Eric: 


Thank you for your note. I have marked on my calendar that you will be here with 
Evelyn on the evening of June lst. Christie and I look forward to having you over 
to the house, and then we can go to dinner. The best place (and one of the few 
places) to stay in Wolfeboro is the Lakeview Inn - telephone (603) 569-1335. It 
wouldn't hurt to reserve early, for sometimes the weekends are busy early in the 
summer season. 


Eric, I look forward to seing you and Evelyn in due course. 


Best wishes, 


\\ 
“Tih. 


Merrie th, phe 
603-569 SoV¥ 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 7, 1986 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


The talk with you about Chalmers coinage intrigued me and I examined 
the pieces in my collection. What I should probably do is bring the 
pieces to Wolfeboro at the end of this month and have you take the 
specific gravity at that time. My scale is just not accurate to any 
fraction of a grain and, therefore, my measurements are not reliable 
for small coins. 


My threepence weighs 10.6 grains. My sixpence weighs 29 grains. My 
long worm shilling weighs 52 grains. My short worm shilling weighs 53 
grains, and my link shilling which is holed weighs 53 grains. I have 
a very worn short worm which weighs 49 grains. 


I am convinced that Maryland in 1783 was operating on a Pennsylvania 
money of account at 7 shillings 6 pence to the Spanish dollar. The fact 
that some of these coins may appear to be short weight is not a criticism 
of Chalmers as he probably had to redeem them in any event. I do not 
think there was any effort to cheat the public. As soon as we know the 
specific gravity, we will be able to draw further conclusions. 


Please let me know if the coins should be brought to Wolfeboro. I hope 
I have been slightly helpful. 
hi aah 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





May 12, 1986 — 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St; Lonis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

I am sending along some galley proofs of some of Mike Hodder's work for certain 
issues — for your perusal. While this is not in. the finished form, it will give 
you a general idea of the depth of the project. Originally, Mike and I were think- 
ing of giving such things to you when you visited - but then I happened to think 
that the best you could do would be to tuck them in your briefcase - for later 


reading. So, here are some things now. 


Best es, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Enclosures: 
Galley proofs of colonial book 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





ee ek ee WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
6450 Cecil Avenue (603) 569-5095 


Se. Louis, «Missouri 63105 
Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter about the Chalmers issue and the weight data of your 
specimens. 


In my manuscript I have assumed the Chalmers issue was rated against a Spanish 
dollar valued on the Pennsylvania standard of 7 shillings sixpence. Although 
this was a money of account standard I am also assuming a one to one conversion 
rate from money of account to currency. If these assumptions are allowable then 
a Pennsylvania shilling of account would be expected to weigh 56 grains, and so 
Chalmer's products are not badly underweight. 


I agree there was no real effort to cheat the public with the issue. I have some 
specific gravity values now (courtesy ANACS, INS) for worm shillings that range 
from 10.1 to 10.28, suggesting a fineness range of 800 to 880. If Chalmers 

was using melted Spanish silver then here was where he drew his profits. And 
even these were small ones. Overall, the small profit margin must have account- 
ed, in part, for the small size of the issue. 


It would probably not be a good idea for you to bring your Chalmer's specimens 
with you, although I appreciate youroffer very much. For one thing, the coins 
are safer where they are now; for another, I think the S.G. values I have al- 
ready are adaquate. 


You have been more than slightly helpful! I look forward to meeting you here 
in Wolfeboro. 


Sincerely yours, 

hal’ 
Michael J. Hodder 
Director 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/dpl 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 19, 1986 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I return herewith a copy of the galley proofs which you sent me with 
various notes made on them. I hope they are helpful. Somewhere there 
is a typographical error, but I cannot find it now. 


We look forward to seeing you. ee 


~ 


Sincerely, 





jah 


Encl. 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





May 23, 1986 \ 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 


(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
Se! Lowe JMO: 6.3105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your notes on the galleys - which I passed along to Mike Hodder 
(who is masterminding the project). 


I look forward to seeing you next weekend. Have a nice trip. 


Best wishé&s, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


June 2, 1986 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH _ 03894 


; (603) 569-5095 
Me. Susan K. Elliott 


Box 1/729 
San Marcos, Texas 7866/7 


Dear Susan, 


A friend of mine, Eric P. Newman (whose address is 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, 
Missouri 63105) might be interested in the purchase of the Patent Gazettes. If 

you could send him a listing of what you have, you might be able to effect a 
transaction. I mentioned that you might sell them for $1,000 or so, plus shipping - 
but I did not know what the current status of the situation was. Im any event, 

you now have the information. 

I hope all_is well with you and your transition. 


Best wis 


Se 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Copy to: 
Eric P. Newman 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 6, 1986 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Mr. Mike Hodder 

Bowers & Merena Galleries 
Box 1224 

» Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave and Mike: 


I enjoyed being shown the NE shilling soon to be auctioned. We talked 
about the uniform minute turned up lower edge and the border grove along 
side it. I have been considering how this might occur. 


These pieces are more or less oval rather than round and this is not 
caused by a round planchet being deformed by the insignia punch at each. 

end, although these do deform the coin somewhat. Is it possible that 

the oval shape resulted from the planchet being rolled after being cut 

out of the plate or strip? If so, it indicates a circular planchet cutter 

was. used. The male punch was possibly a slightly loose fit when hammered 

into. the female base. This could produce a turned up edge and a groove 

in portions of the planchet. The planchet might need flattening if it 

became bowed and could be rolled before the insignia were added and thus 
become more oval. 


“It has never is he ae’ a chisel or a shears or a cookie cutter 
was used, but the lip indicates a cookie cutter. Giants. 


Do you agree with my thoughts? I will appreciate your comments. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


sie 


June 6, 1986 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Mr. Mike Hodder 

Bowers & Merena Galleries 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave and Mike: 


I enjoyed being shown the NE shilling soon to be auctioned. We talked 
about the uniform minute turned up lower edge and the border grove along 
side it. I have been considering how this might occur. 


These pieces are more or less oval rather than round and this is not 
caused by a round planchet being deformed by the insignia punch at each 
end, although these do deform the coin somewhat. Is it possible that 

the oval shape resulted from the planchet being rolled after being cut 

out of the plate or strip? If so, it indicates a circular planchet cutter 
was used. The male punch was possibly a slightly loose fit when hammered 
into the female base. This could produce a turned up edge and 4 groove 

in portions of the planchet. The planchet might need flattening if it 
became bowed and could be rolled before the insignia were added and thus 
become more oval. 


It has never been clear whether a chisel or a shears or a cookie cutter 
was used, but the lip indicates a cookie cutter. 


Do you agree with my thoughts? I will appreciate your comments. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P: NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


_ 6450 Ce il Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 6, 1986 


Dear Christie and * Dave, 


| Evalyn we I sinidyed seeing your cuateine ‘late latin pe the $3 s6kbue 
and original way in which you make interesting things happen. 


| Your hospitality was most appreciated ‘and we hope’ our paths will cross 
often. You certainly owe us a St. Louis visit to see the museum ane 
our river home. 73 : 


1 We looped your lake, as you suggested, and at the end after Route 4, 
ended up in Lowell, paerechiyey yt with all its canals, docks: and rejuvi- 

nated mitis. : 

‘Thank you again for being so nice to us.. 


Sincerely, 


Me and ees 0, David Bowers 
Box 1224 .: _. | 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


June 6, 1986 


Dear Christie and Dave, 


Evelyn and I enjoyed seeing your exciting life style and the vigorous 
and original way in which you make interesting things happen. 


Your hospitality was most appreciated and we hope our paths will cross 
often. You certainly owe us a St. Louis visit to see the museum and 
our river home. 


We looped your lake, as you suggested, and at the end after Route 4, 
ended up in Lowell, Massachusetts, with all ite canals, locks and rejuvi- 
nated mills. 


Thank you again for being so nice to us. 


Sincerely, 


Mr. and Mrs. Q. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 





BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





June 11, 1986 ee 


~~ me 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Fric* 


Thank you for your letter. Christie and I enjoyed immensely your visit to New 
Hampshire - and it is our hope that you can come back again in the relatively 

near future. By the way, if your son Andrew is interested in old-time jukeboxes 
and the like, and would like to delve into the subject further, I suggest that 

he drop a note to: The Vestal Press, Ltd., Box 97, Vestal, New York 13850, and 
ask them for a copy of their current catalogue. They have published a number of 
my books in the field and maintain a large list of titles in various related areas. 


Concerning the Massachusetts pieces, Michael and I will go over your letter on the 
subject and will be in touch separately. 


Thank you again for the delightful visit. 


Best wishes, 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


— 


June 12, 1986 Box 1224 


WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 


(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St.) Louies, ML) 63105 


pear. Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of June 6. By now you should have received a set of 
twice life-size photos of the N I - D NE shilling I showed you when you were here. 


I have also been considering how the raised edge with bevelled inside border groove on 
this piece could have occurred, and in one respect, I agree with your conclusion. 

I have seen the same raised edge with bevelled inside border groove on VT and CT 
copper coins and on these latter the effect is surely to be explained by an inad- 
equately sharpened edge (s) on the planchet cutter. I believe the effect on the 

NE shilling was also a result of using a worn planchet cutter; so, at least in the 
case of this specimen, we can rule out a chisel or shears. This brings us one step 
closer to understanding the manufacture of this piece, and perhaps, by extension, 

of the whole NE series itself. 


I am not certain that I agree that the planchet, after cutting, was re-rolled 

through the sizing rollers to eliminate any possible bowing that may have resulted 
from its shearing. In the first place, I suspect that the roller pressure would have 
been sufficient, if it were intended to flatten the flan, to have crushed the raised 
edge and reduced the depth of the bevelled border more than appears on this piece. 
The edge on this piece is still fairly well defined, so if the planchet had been 
rolled again the roller pressure must have been quite light. Would light roller 
pressure, light enough not to deform the raised edge, have been enough to flatten 

a bowed planchet? 


From a purely human point of view, would John Hull have gone to the trouble of 
inserting, one by one, planchets back through the roller press, with all of the care, 
and time, this would have entailed? I feel, using my common sense, that the planchets 
were cut from strips already sufficiently flattened to the correct thickness. 


If my argument is correct, and it is only my opinion, after all, then perhaps the 
planchet cutter was slightly oval in shape, itself. If you look closely at the 
photograph I sent you of the obverse of this piece, you will see that the bevelling 
visible extends from about 5:30 to 9:00 on the obverse; additionally, there are 
traces of the same bevelling visible from about 11:30 to about 12:00 on the obverse. 
The bevelling follows the general, oval shape of this piece quite nicely: this is 
most noticeable at the base of the obverse. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Page 2 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
June 12, 1986 


In sum, then, it is my supposition that the planchet stock was first rolled to the 
required thickness; the resulting strip was then cut by generally oval shaped 
planchet cutters; and the planchets were then stamped with the insignia. 


Here is a question for you. Do you feel that the insignia were stamped by hand, 

the planchet in each case being turned completely over to receive the second punch; 
or, perhaps were they struck in some kind of a press in which the dies were offset 
from one another? The careful, and universal, placement of the punches of the NE 
issue seems almost mechanical in origin, at least to me. If the planchets were 
turned by hand to receive the second punch, would we not expect to see, at least 

in a few cases, "improperly" placed punches resulting from carelessness, distraction, 
and other human errors? 


Yours’! Trudy, 


Nl 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


MJH/dr 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


June 26, 1986 | x 
Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. wouls, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


First of all, it was a great treat to have you and Evelyn visit Wolfeboro a couple 

of weeks ago. I hope that your wanderings the next day resulted in your finding a 
few interesting books or collectibles. Since you left, the weather has improved, 

and now summer is officially in progress. Thank you for the cigar box lid vignettes. 
I might use the one with the silver dollar motif on one of our catalogues. 


The past couple of weeks have been hectic here, with our sale of the Harry Einstein 
Collection in New York City, from which I have just returned. The sale did over 

$3 million, exceeding my pre-sale expectations by at least 20%. Cheering was the 
fact that the collectors seem to be coming out of hiding. Again and again, items 
that had an aspect of scarcity to them (as opposed to common "investment type" coins) 
attracted numerous bids. Now that the sale is over, and we are busy shipping out 
packages, sending invoices, and so on. 


I notice in "Coin World," issue of July 2nd, a nice article on page 38 concerning 
your museum. I1 look forward to seeing it the next time my travels bring me to down- 
town St. Louis. In the meantime I will be seeing you in Colorado Springs very soon. 


Best wishes to both of you. 


Sincerely, 


P.S.: The Wooton Desk is the cover subject for the current issue of "Hobbies" 
magazine. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


Juiy, 21, 1986 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 


(603) 569-5095 
Mr, Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
Se, LOuLs, Missouri: 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter - an autographed letter, signed, no less! (I wonder 
what it will be worth on the numismatic autograph market 100 years from now?!) I 
appreciate your nice words concerning the "Nickelodeon Theatres and Their Music" 
book. This was a "fun" project to do - especially so in view of the fact that 
nothing had been done on it before. As you know even better than I do, it is 
always more interesting to blaze a new trail than to re-interpret or state in 
another way what other researchers have done in the past. 


Thank you for your xerox of the sheet music. There are a number of Bowers—named 
composers, and I have never made an attempt to collect them. So far as I know, 
none is related to me - but you never can tell. 

I look forward to seeing you at the ANA Convention in Milwaukee if you plan to 
attend. And, be sure to come by and see us the next time you are in New England. 
We have had our share of rain this spring, as you know first-hand - so, hopefully, 
the next time you are this way the skies will be a bit clearer. 


Best wishes to you and Evelyn. 


Sincere 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





Box 1224 
July 28, 1986 WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. bouts, MO . 63105 


Dear Eric: 

I have enclosed a draft of the chapter on the Massachusetts Oak tree issue. 

I would be very grateful if you would take the time to read and criticize the 
manuscript. Any and all comments you care to make will be extremely helpful. 
All relevant changes will be made. I plan on sending the corrected manuscript 
to Coin World, The Numismatist, etc. as an example of what the finished colonial 
coins book copy will look like. I feel it is important to keep up collector 
interest and enthusiasm for this very long-term project. Your help in this 
will be invaluable. 

Sincerely, 

hl 
Michael J. Hodder 
MJH/dr 


enclosure: draft 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Core 


f. IN Gis cue ne 


Massachusetts Silver Coinage, cont'd. 


The Oak Tree Issue 


While there is no contemporary evidence for the sequence Oak - Pine tree, 

die linkage (Pine tree sixpence Noe 32 shares its reverse-with Oak tree 
sixpence Noe 20-22) and stylistic progression (especially, the "Spiny Tree" 

Oak tree shilling Noe 14) seems to establish it with certainty. On the other 
side of the sequence, it is sure from the coins themselves that, tiie Oak tree 
issue followed the Willows as the Oak twopence is dated 1662. Working backward 
through the documents printed by Crosby which refer to renewals of Hull's 
contract for the coinage, it appears that Hull's contracts ran on a seven year 
term. Drawing on Crosby's and Noe's earlier work, William J. Wild. suggested 

a chronology for the entire Massachusetts silver coinage (Coloniai Newsletter 
July, 1969, seq. pp. 257-260); in his scheme, the Willow issue was struck in 
the Winter of 1652/53 , the Oak type succeeding it seven years later, in the 
Winter of 1659/1660 at the renewal of Hull's contract. This suggestion fits with 
the date of 1662 appearing on the Oak twopence, authorized by the General Court 
on May 16 of that year. 


Weight and fineness standards remained unchanged from the previous type, and 
governed the issue of the Pine tree type to follow. Where the Willows are 

usually double or triple struck, and show other evidence of lack of ease with 

die struck coinage technological requirements, the succeeding Oak trees 

suggest by their appearance that the earlier difficulties had been overcome. 
Certainly, the absence of mis-strikings, at least as a rule for the type, suggests 
that the Oak tree dies were no longer allowed to rotate freely during striking. 
Whether this implies the use of a screw press cannot be maintained with enough 
certitude to state this as the case. As a general observation, the Oak type 

is usually fully round and well centered on good quality flans. 


The arrangement of the Oak tree type that follows relies upon the order 
developed by John J. Ford, Jr. and Walter Breen, appearing in the 18th 

ed. of The Standard Catalogue of United States Coins (1957), the most logical 
and easiest done to date. Sydney Noe's numbering system assigned different 
numbers to different, re-cut states of the same dies, as well as to altogether 
different die pairs. The division into varieties followed here should accomodate 
the beginning collector by its simplicity; cross references to Noe's numbers 

and Crosby's earlier die identification numbers and letters should make it 

easy for the advanced collector to follow, as well. 


The Oak tree type is unique in the series for its twopenny denomination: thus, 
a "type set" of Oak trees requires four coins for completion, while the other 
three types were struck in three denominations only. ( A "type" or denomination 
set of New England or Willow coins is presently impossible to complete due to 
their rarity.) The twopence was authorized on May 16, 1652. The order called 
for 50 pounds sterling to be minted in the first year, ee sterling 

each succeeding year for seven years. If this order was fufilled literally 

then 6,000 twopenny pieces were coined in the first year, 2, 400 in each 
following year for the next six years, making a total coined of 20,400. pleces. 
Oak tree twopence may have been coined after the type was abandoned in favor 

of the Pine tree; a reference to coining the denomination in Hull's diary for 
1680 is mentioned by Crosby. A single pair of dies was used to coin the 
denomination, the six numbers assigned to it by Noe being progressive re-cuttings. 








Since Noe's study of the type a new obverse threepenny die has been discovered, 
combined with Crosby's reverse C; this has been given the number 35, to follow 
in Noe's numbering sequence. Additionally, as Noe's numbers referred to die | 
states rather than dies, earlier and later states interndgiate between states by 
described by Noe of the same dies might be expected to have survived. Several 

of these were described by the late Richard Picker in his "Variations of the 

Die Varieties of the Massachusetts Oak and Pine Tree Coinage" published by 


the A.N.S. in Studies on Money in Early America (N.Y.: 1976) and earlier by 
Eric P. Newman in ANSNNM 142. 


Five sixpences are known struck over cut-down shillings, the first one being 
discovered by Walter Breen. Four are Noe 21 over Noe 14, while the other is 
Noe 20 over Noe 14. These are important for the chronology of the changeover 
from Oak to RXKKX Pine types as Noe 14, the''Spiney Tree", appears to be a 
transitional design between the two types, an Oak tree that is changing into 
a Pine. It is conjectured that these overstrikes represent the use of left over 
Oak shillings, especially as Noe 20 and 21 (different states of the same die 
pair) was later muled with a Pine tree sixpenny obverse, Noe 32. Noe jae 

the unique so-called "earliest American pattern",is contemporary with the 

Oak and Pine tree types, butsome students of the series are not certain it 
was struck in Hull's minting facitity or from dies deytynudvebevec cut there. 


Contemporary counterfeits are known: these are very deceptive, sometimes 
underweight, and have become a specialized collecting area in themselves. 
Eric Newman has made a case for considering the famous "Serpent Roots’ 
sixpence, Noe 19, as a counterfeit whose unusual root design was derived from 
an engraving of a genuine specimen, produced after 1848 (ANSNNM 142). 


NOTE TO MARGARET: 


On the tape I gave you of the Willow Tree Coins, under the denomination sixpence, 
specimen number 13, change the copy to read: 


13). Bowers & Merena Rare Coin Review 61 (Summer, 1986). 38.3gns. EF. Offered 
at $36,750; discovered in New England 1982 by Kenneth M. Goldman. 


I. Oak Tree Shilling 


VG F VF EF 

1. Legends begin at 11:00. 

Noe 13. Crosby 9-H. R-3. 450 650 £250 3000 

Noe 33; Crosby 9-G. R-6. 650 1250 2000 3500 
2. NEWENGLAND «ANDO(rosette). 

Noe 2: Crosby 9-I. R-/. 650 £250 2000 3500 
3. Shrubs beside tree. 

Noe 4; Crosby 3-D. R-5. 450 650 1250 3000 

Noe 5; Crosby 2-D. R-2. 450 650 1250 3000 

Noe 11; Crosby 6b-E2. R-6. 650 £250 2000 3500 

Noe 12; (Crosby 6c-E3). R-6. 650 1250 2000 3500 

Noe 13; Crosby 8-F. R-6. 650 1250 2000 3500 
4. Without shrubs. 

Noe 6; Crosby la-D. R-/. 650 1250 2000 3500 

Noe 7; Crosby 1b-D. R-5+. 450 650 1250 3000 

Noe 8; Crosby 5-A. R-6. 650 1250 2000 3500 

Noe 9; Crosby 4-C. R-5-. 450 650 1250 3000 
S. The Delicate tree. 

Noe 10; Crosby 6a-E2. R-5. 450 650 1250 3000 
6. The Spiney tree. 

Noe 14; Crosby 7-B. R-3-. 450 650 1250 3000 


TI. Oak Tree Sixpence. 


1. Struck over a cut-down shilling, from larger than usual dies. Called 
by Noe the "earliest American pattern". See introduction. Unique. 
Ex Bushnell (1882):152; Mills(1904):21; Garrett(1980):1208. 36.lgns. 
AU. $21,000. 

2. MASATHVSETS (IN omitted). 


Noe 16; Crosby 6-F. R-5. 300 600 1200 2500 


3. The Hydra tree. 


Noe 17; Crosby 4-C. R-/+. No recent sale records. The M.H.S. specimen 
sold Stack's (10/70):8 was bought by the A.N.5S. 


4. Reversed 2 in date. 


Noe 18; Crosby 2-B. R-7+. No recent sale records. The M.H.S. specimen 
sold Stack's(10/70):9 was also bought by the A.N.S. 


5. The Serpent Roots. 


Noe 19; Crosby 3-E. R-8. Three specimens known. No recent sale records. 


6. Normal tree. 


Noe 20; Crosby la-D. R-6-. 300 600 1200 2500 
Noe 21; Crosby Ic-D. R-5-. 300 600 1200 2500 
Noe 22; Crosby l1b-D. R-6. 300 600 1200 2500 


TIIl. Oak Tree Threepence. 


1. Reversed S's in legend. 


Noe 23; Crosby 1-Al. R-/. 800 1100 1750 2750 


9 Nornal tree. 


Noe 24; Crosby 2-Al. R-/. 350 625 1350 2500 
Noe 25; Crosby 3-A2. R-/. 350 625 1350 2500 
Noe 26; Crosby 4-A2. R-/. 350 625 1350 2500 
Noe 27; Crosby 5-B. R-4. 350 625 L350 2500 


3. Legends begin lower tere 


Noe 28; Crosby 6-C. R-4-. 350 625 1350 2500 
4, Legend begins lower left; no rosette on obverse. 


(Noe 35); Crosby reverse C, obverse unlisted. R-8. Two known: 16.5gns. 
and 14.2ens. (Norweb, holed). 


IV. Oak Tree Twopence. 


1. Six varieties, all different states of same dies. Overall R-4+. 


Noe 29, 30; Crosby 1-A2. S23 272 800 1650 
Noe 31; Crosby 1-A3. 322 a49 800 1650 
Noe 31, 33, 34; Crosby 1-Al. 32> 2 bee 800 1650 


Vv. Oak Tree Sixpence over Shilling. 


1. Noe 21/cut-down Noe 14. R-/+. Four known at present. 
9. Noe 20/cut-down Noe 14. Presently unique: Garrett(1980):1209. EF. $14,000. 


ee 





BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


August 22, 1986 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sct. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


It was nice to see you in Milwaukee. Congratulations on being named to the Numis- 
matic Hall of Fame - where, of course, you deserve to be out in the lobby or on the 
front steps! 


I am writing to see if you would be interested in submitting a brief article for 
publication in our "Rare Coin Review." It has been some time since anything by 
you has appeared, and I would welcome a contribution from you on something that 
involves the joys of numismatic research, the thrill of discovery, etc. - perhaps 
patterned after the talk you gave to the students at the ANA Summer Seminar. An 
honorarium of $100 would be paid for your help in this regard. I am not looking 
for anything particularly lengthy. Something in the nature of four to six type- 
written pages would be ideal. Anyway, it is something you can think about. If 
you would like to do it, please have it in my hands by September 30th, if at all 
possible. 


I have just learned that my new neighbor works for Rouse, the developer of the 
baltinere Inner Harbor, etc. I will have to talk to him about the §t. Louis project 
when I meet him (which I haven't done yet, for he lives in Virginia and our paths 
have't yet crossed). 


Cheerg,jand good wishes. 






Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


"ee 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 4, 1986 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


It was very thoughtful of you to write and congratulate me on the Numis- 
matic Hall of Fame. Coming from you as a fountainhead of varied and 
wide ranging writing, I appreciate it even more. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


September 29, 1986 a 20 TUES 
yl 
Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 


(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Thank you for your letter of the 25th. Jim Ruddy collected Virginia halfpence 
by die varieties, per your numbers. The collection later passed to us, and, 
if memory services, it was sold to Bob Korver, whose current address is 505 
Todd Way, West Chester, Pennsylvania 19380. 1 believe there was at least one 
new variety in the group. 


As presently envisioned, the Virginia halfpence will be listed by general 
varieties only - by the number of harpstrings on the reverse; not by your 
specialized varieties, for this would involve listing specific identifica- 
tions characteristics for each die. Onthe other hand, the state coinages of 
the same decade - Vermont, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New Jersey - will 
be listed by individual die varieties and characteristics, something which 
will take up hundreds of pages. The Vermont section alone, which is now being 
set in type, will probably run to about 100 pages! It could be that the state 
coinage section of the new book will be published separately; that is, the 
book might be issued in two volumes, one for "general" coinage and the other 
for the state coinage of 1785-1788. 


When Michael gets back from a trip, I will go over with him the Virginia coins 
by die varieties and see if it would be possible to expand what we now have 
listed. You will be away in Europe for three weeks, your letter notes, so when 
you return, please get in touch and I will have some answers by then. 


Best personal regards, 





Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Copy to: Michael Hodder 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 22, 1986 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

Dear Dave: 

Your new book on United States die varieties is an excellent one for 
the type collector. I do not understand how you can run a business 
and produce so much fine writing at the same time. 


Thank you for sending me a copy. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


October 24, 1986 





W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. I hope you had a nice trip to Europe. It may be desir- 
able to list the different die varieties in the new book on early American coins - 

and within the next few weeks I shall talk with Mike Hodder about this. If the 
descriptions can be set in small type, this will serve to make the book more useful 
and, at the same time, to acquaint many others with the series. A revised edition 

of your original book would still be a good idea, for it offers a wealth of historical 
information which space precludes our using in the book we are doing. 


Thanks, Eric, for your continuing interest in all of the various projects here! 





Q.’David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 
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November 12, 1986 Se CEA. | 
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Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St... Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 


We have just secured for public auction sale the Norweb Collection of United 
States, colonial, and related American coins. Although news announcements will 
not be publicly made for several weeks, I wanted you to be among the first to 
know. 


The collection will be presented in a series of three auction sales, commencing in 
1987. Deluxe hardbound editions of each sale will be available on a limited basis, 
as well as an illustrated book describing the collection. At the time of publica- 
tion, I will send these to you with my compliments. 


If I could be permitted to “think out loud" - it would be a pleasure to at some date 
work on a program with you concerning the coins you possess. Actually, in many years 
of viewing collections, I have never seen holdings of early colonials, half dollars, 
silver dollars (and other areas of your collection with which I am familiar) which 
compare to yours! 


On an unrelated subject, one of the officers of the Rouse Company recently purchased 
a summer home next to ours here in New Hampshire. He was involved in the St. Louis 
restoration work. 


Best pe al regards, 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 18, 1986 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear David: 

I congratulate you on obtaining the privilege of selling the Norweb 
American coins. It is a compliment to you and your organization that 
you were selected on the merits. The book you will write about the 


Norweb collection will be fascinating to read. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 22, 1986 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

Bravo for your letter to editor on page 2467 of The Numismatist for 
December, 1986, as to the Norman G. Peters' article about Machin's Mills. 
I read the Peters article in wonderment, but did not comment because 
his article was a negligent rehash. It is a shame the editor doesn't 


have some better review system before publication. 


Gary Trudgen is going to publish in Colonial Newsletter some other 
speculations, I am told. Look for it. 


Happy New Year. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


: . January 26, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 
The postal card of the Soulard Market fits in perfectly with Evelyn's 
collection of St. Louis nostalgia. The Market still exists and we will 


take you to get vegetables there any time you come this way. 


When you are in a position to show any of the Norweb material, I would 
like to make a convenient date to examine it. 


My best to you, your team and your family. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





January 29,1937 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH _ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Ste Lous, MO... 63205 


Dear Brie: 


Thank you for your note of the 26th. It is interesting to know that the market 
still exists. 


The Norweb Collection is in our bank vaults, and within the next several weeks we 
will complete the division of it into three auction sales. As we did with the 
Garrett Collection, the property will be apportioned so that each sale contains 
something in the way of gold coins, copper coins, silver coins, "colonial" coins, 
etc. - so as not to strain the purchase budgets of specialists by selling every- 
thing all at once. The coins are presently in the Norweb envelopes, where they 
will remain until we classify them. I would want any arrangement with you kept 
confidential, for I have declined a number of other requests (for security and 
time reasons), but, certainly, if you find yourself coming this way, you are 
welcome to examine whatever we have. The only restriction would be that the coins 
are kept in the bank, so this would necessitate viewing during bank business hours. 
Of course, if you have a list of special things you want to know about and want 
pictures of them, weights, or other data, I can handle this at any time - just let 
me know. 


Things have been very busy here, and I am very pleased to report that activity on 


the part of collectors seems to be the most intense I have experienced any time 
during the 1980s. 


I note that the Central States Convention is in St. Louis in May, so if our paths 
don't cross before then, I am sure I will see you at that time. Best wishes to you 
and Evelyn. 


Sincer ; 

t 
O. D Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


March 30, 1987/7 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St touts, Missourt 639105 


Dear Eric, 

It is springtime, and once again here in New Hampshire the maple syrup season 

is in full swing - producing one of the delicacies for which our state is best 
known. I have asked a friend of mine and Dave's, Tim Westman, who runs Westman's 
Weathered Barn here in New Hampshire, to send to you with my compliments a supply 
of the new 1987 crop as soon as it becomes available, together with some cheddar 


cheese (made right across the border in Vermont). I hope you and Evelyn will 
enjoy these. 


Dave joins me in sending best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Raymond Ni Merena 


RNM/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 







f 
March 31, 1987 


Nils 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Leases MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

This is just a note to say that I enjoyed the article about your museum - the 
article in the May issue of "Coins" magazine. It looks like quite an impres- 


Sive place! 


Best wishes to yourself and Evelyn. What interesting corner of the world are 
you. off ‘to next? 


Best pers 1 regards, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY L Ae 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 UV 


April 21, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 
Box 1224 

Wolfboro, NH 03894 


Re: Simitiere 
Dear Dave: 
I will be pleased to write a foreword for "The Forgotten Eagle", but 
will not accept any money for doing so. If you want to send our library 
a fancy copy of the Taylor sale, that would be appreciated. 
In a quick glance at the ms, I see how important it is. The exhibit 
in Philadelphia made me realize many of the matters should be better 
known. 
Please do not set further type until I send you some suggested changes... 
ee re ee a ee ee 


My kindest gards, 






ag 
Eric P. Newman’ 


hae a el ee 
hau 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


May 12, 1987 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Erie: 


It was nice to see you, if only briefly, at the Central States Numismatic Society 

Convention in St. Louis. As is typical of such events, I was glued to the bourse 

table from morning until night, from beginning until end - but I did have a chance 
to have a nice dinner at Tony's, just behind the hotel - a very nice restaurant. 


Concerning the American Numismatic Society, I hope that the Professional Numis- 
matists Guild can work out something in the way of support or an endowment. Our 
firm would be happy to go along with this idea. 


Thank you for your help with Joel Orosz's manuscript. This has the unusual pros- 
pect of being something entirely new to the present generation of numismatists. 


Best wishes to you and Evelyn - and congratulations to your son on being named 
chairman of ison Brothers Stores. 






Sincerely, | 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


May 22, L937 


Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH _ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lewis,’ MO..63.105 


Dear Eric: 


For our "Rare Coin Review’ No. 66, which will gc to press some time toward the 
end of June, I am going to coordinate a panel discussion of sorts, observations 
by hobby leaders on the subject of "Why I enjoy coin collecting," or, similarly, 
"Why I-am attracted to coin collecting." 


As such a leader, I invite you to send to me, to be received here no later than 
June 10th, your observations on the subject. Contributions of any length are 


welcome, up to 200 words. I suspect that about 100 words would be ideal. 


If this appeals to you, please share your thoughts. A postpaid envelope is 
enclosed for your convenience. 


Best p onal regards, 





Q. vid Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Enclosure: 
Postpaid envelope 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


May 25, 1987 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


fiir. Jcric—P.. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sts. bOULS si MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note and the interesting enclosures. I will use all of then. 
I am going to delete the information about Ken Rendell, not because it isn't a 
part of history, but because Ken has built "a new life" for himself, and the 
minor benefit of including this item in the book would not balance the major and 
possibly tragic consequences it would have if someone in the autograph or book 
trade were to notice it and start digging. I think all of us who knew Ken, or 
know him now, feel sorry about the situation. I am sure it has been a cloud 
under which he has had to live for these many years. 






Thank you Again for your excellent help. 


Best pe al regards, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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BERNARD EDISON 
30 SOUTHMOOR DRIVE 
CLAYTON, MISSOURI 63105 


July 13, 1987 


Bowers & Merena Publications 


Box 1224 
Wolfboro, NH 03984 


Gent lemen: 


Enclosed is my check for $149 for one set of the 


Norweb Collection Program. 


Sincerely, 
Bins Cee: 
Bernard Edison 


rmt 


enclosure 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


July 16, 1987 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
P.O. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 


Dear Bernie: 


This is just a note to let you know that the Norweb Collection half cents have 
been catalogued by me, and the descriptions are now in the hands of our Graphic 
Arts Department. The pieces will start our sale on the evening of Monday, 
October 12th, and will comprise approximately 140 lots at the very beginning 

of the auction. Each item is weighed, attributed to Breen, and is accompanied 
by pedigree and other information. I hope that you will be pleased with the 
catalogue when you see it. We have spared no effort to try to make it a nice 
one. 


Best person regards, 






Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON, CHAIRMAN 
FINANCE COMMITTEE August 1l, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtfulness in remembering 

my interest in knowing the date of the half cent portion of 

the Norweb sale. I just returned from a trip to Africa with 
my family and found your note of July 16 waiting for my return. 
I am sure that the catalogue will be a nice one, as your letter 
mentions. In fact, I have already ordered the special Norweb 
Collection Program. 


Best wishes for a successful ANA sale, as well. 


Sincerely, 


Bernard Edison 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 8, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear David: 

In some research I was doing I found a newspaper report of the Journey 
of the Peacock which delivered the 1804 dollar, etc., to Siam and Muscat. 
The present owner or the future owner might wish this information which 


we refer to in the book in a very sketchy form. 


Kindest regards. ae 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





September 11, 1987 
Box 1224 
W/OLFEBORO, NH _ 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louwrs, “Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of September 8th and the interesting enclosure. I will 
use this as a filler in our "Rare Coin Review,'' so whether or not the 1834-1804 
set finds a buyer, the information will be recorded for the future. It is amazing 
how you come across such obscure things - but I can appreciate it, as I like look- 
ing through old sources myself. 


One of my "to do" projects is simply to go through United States Mint reports, 

of which I have copies of most since about 1860, and extract numismatic informa- 
tion from them - possibly putting them in some sort of a scrapbook or published 
collection. There is a tremendous amount of information concerning the circula- 
tion of coins in various areas, production problems at the Mint, and so on. There 
is relatively little about die work, what engravers are doing, and so on, but 
there is much of value in a broader scope. 


Things are hectic here with about a dozen different projects. We have the pleasant 
situation of being overwhelmed (almost) with incoming consignments from people want- 
ing to sell coins - a pleasant prospect, but one which does not allow a great deal 
of time for certain other activities. Anyway, all is just fine on balance, and 

I hope the same is true with you. 


All the beSt to you and Evelyn. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


November 6, 1987 Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowisa, MO 63105 


Dear Erie: 


I am now cataloguing Mrs. Norweb's Connecticut coppers for the March auction. As 
you know, she has an example of the 1787 1.4-WW Variety. According to my informa- 
tion, there is another in the Connecticut State Library-Mitchelson Collection; and 


another is rumored as being in your collection. 


Can you confirm, or not, the presence of a 1787 1.4-WW Variety in your own collection? 
This is the famous variety with Liberty seated to the right, the only such in the 
series! 


Yours truly, 


Michael J. Hodder (ass vf 
| / LL 
lj 


Director if 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. aa ry?) 
yy 


MJH/clo pg 





Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 16, 1987 


Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Attention: Mr. Michel Hodder 
Re: Gold St. Patrick 1/4d 
Dear Michel: 


Your 26 October 1987 request for our opinion and comments about the Norweb 
gold St. Patrick farthing brings back old memories. We thank you for 
the data from the recent tests. 


As you know, I wrote an article entitled "A Snake Breeds a St. Patrick's 
Farthing" for the May 1963 Numismatist, asserting that the silver St. 
Patrick's farthing then appearing in a new variety was a modern forgery. 

I sought the source as part of the research and learned that one was 

bought by Dr. Henry C. Fattel of North Bergen, N. J. on a visit to London 
in June 1962 from Anthony Foley at a hotel room appointment. Fattel 

had bought from Gordon White a forgery of a Massachusetts Oak Tree Shilling 
in London in 1961. We asked Fattel to contact Foley on the source of 

St. Patrick item which Fattel did and Foley did not respond. 


A competent numismatic friend of mine named Q. David Bowers was nice 
enough to contact Anthony Foley in England about the silver St. Patrick 
and Bowers reported to me in March 1964 that Foley admitted selling the 
coin to Fattel, that the British Museum said it was OK and that no refund 
would be made because Foley wasn't sure whether it was or wasn't good. 


No one to my knowledge has otherwise challenged our opinion that the 

silver St. Patricks described were forgeries. The gold St. Patrick located 
in England was unknown to me when I wrote the article, but I did know 

of the genuine gold St. Patrick of a different variety in the Boyd collec- 
tion and which was subsequently illustrated in the August 24, 1976 Stack 
sale as lot #21. 


The silver forgeries are from the same pair of dies as the Norweb gold 
St. Patrick. The silver forgeries have an undecorated edge as does the 
Norweb gold St. Patrick, but other genuine St. Patrick pieces have striated 


edges. The gold and silver St. Patricks also have the same 10 degree 
die offsets. 


In June 1966, I visited William Seaby, then numismatic keeper, etc., 
at the Belfast, Ireland Museum and he gave me a plaster cast of the gold 
St. Patrick, which cast was sent to him by Spinks (copies enclosed). 


Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
November 16, 1987 
Page 2 - 


On July 5, 1966, I visited the office of Wallis and Wallis, All Saints 
House, 210 High Street, Lewes, Sussex, England, and asked to see their 
1962 auction catalogs. D. J. Fryer told me he was the auctioneer and 
remembered the gold St. Patrick. Correspondence copies describing some 
of the events are enclosed. I was virtually thrown out of the office 

of Wallis and Wallis after asking to see the check for the remittance 

of the proceeds, but not until I had copied the entry in the 1 March 
1962 sale catalog #89: "365. An Irish St. Patrick Farthing struck in 
gold, about VF & A copper ditto with brass plug. Fair (2)." I was told 
that Liddel of Spinks and Brian Grover bid each other up to reach the 
E500 sale price, and Grover had originally told Spinks about the appearance 
of the piece and the check for the sale price was sent to Maurice Sutton 
in care of Grover. Draw your own conclusions. 


We have an extensive file on this matter as you may surmise. A few copies 
of other letters are enclosed. Sherlock Holmes was not at the Baker 
Street address when I needed him desparately. 


Richard Picker had seen the silver St. Patrick and referred to the tiny 
insignia on the St. Patrick side as two swept back wing aircraft mating 

in flight. This is evident on the gold piece and resulted in my opinion 
from the touch up work on the impact dies which were the vogue in English 
made forgeries and counterfeits then. Our opinion is that the St. Patrick 
gold piece from Spinks is without doubt a forgery. It should not be 

sold in our opinion as it has deceived too many people already, including 
Emery Mae who understood such problems. I have not seen the coin itself, 
but from the pictures and the data furnished to me and my experience 

with all the characters involved, there is no other conclusion. 


We hope we have been helpful and will be glad to give you further detail 
if you wish. We are glad to cooperate with you in matters which are 


so exciting and stimulating. 


Our best to all of you. - 


wee 
_Sordially, 
Eric P. Newman 
jah 


Encls. 
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November 24, 1987 ee. er 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Avenue Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


St. Lowis, MO 63105 
Dear Eric: 
This letter is on a couple of different subjects. 


First, concerning the "pioneer" gold ingot which you have been discussing with 
Mike Hodder, if you would care to write a letter I would be pleased to submit it 
to the purchaser so that he would be aware of your feelings in the matter. On 

the other side of the fence, John Ford maintains that these pieces are undoubtedly 
authentic, feels that in the PNG arbitration of a number of years ago this matter 
was definitely settled, states that related pieces have been sold without question 
in the Gibson Collection by Stack's, that examples are in the Lilly Collection in 
the Smithsonian, etc. 


We want to be fair to the seller of the ingot who, so far as I know, had nothing 
to do with Mr. Ford, as well as to the buyer. However, it would not be fair to 
the consignor to tell him that some unspecified person has cast aspersions on 
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I don't want to create a tempest in a teapot, but if you do feel strongly on the 
matter and would care to write a letter on it, we can suspend the sale, or give 
the buyer the right to have the piece examined elsewhere, and so on. On the 
other hand, it is only fair to state that no one else has questioned the piece, 
that bidding interest in it was strong, that examples of similar items are indeed 
displayed at the Smithsonian, etc. So, we are sort of "in the middle" - but want 
to do the right thing. 


Further on the same subject, if you do wish to write a letter, could you send it 
by return Federal Express (for which we will reimburse you) as the settlement 
deadline with the consignor is rapidly nearing. 


On the second subject, concerning the appraisal of your coins, I would be happy to 
have a representative do this. Perhaps the best way would be to have Rick Bagg 
examine these pieces as he did with the earlier items, and then return with notes 
here to the office, and Mike Hodder and myself can then, with Rick, formulate a 
detailed appraisal. Please let me know your scheduling on this, for our time is 
tight at this end. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Mr. Eric P. Newman -2- November 24, 1987 


Here's wishing you and Evelyn a very nice Thanksgiving weekend. 


Sincer , 


Q. David Bowers ~ 
QDB/mkv 
Copies to: 


Michael Hodder 
Richard A. Bagg, Ph.D. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 1, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear David: 


Your November 24, 1987 letter asked me if I would wish to write a letter 
for you to submit to the owner of the "Humbert gold ingot" which you 
illustrated and listed in your November 1987 auction catalog as #3621. 


As a good friend of yours and because of the respect we hold for your 
organization, I called the attention of Mike Hodder to this piece when 

I saw it in the auction and told him that this was a controversial item. 
I pointed out to him that a similar piece had been listed among others 
in the Red Book for 1960 and then eliminated thereafter. You state that 
you "are sort of in the middle, but want to do the right thing". You 
also state that no one else questioned the piece at auction. These are 
problems which we are sure are not new to you. 


We have never seen the piece you auctioned and have no facts as to its 
present or prior ownership. The owner has not asked us for an opinion. 

For us to write an opinion would require additional time for fact gathering 
on that piece and a detailed review of our extensive files. I am sure 

you can understand that it is not practical or possible for us to help 

you with promptness in this matter. We always wish to cooperate with 

you any way we reasonably can, but this time we are just unable to do 

it in a timely manner. We are sure you will understand. 


My kindest personal regards to you and your fine team. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 3, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro,NH 03894 


Dear David: 


With respect to your letter of November 24, 1987 as to the appraisal 
of numismatic material being given by me personally to this foundation, 
I have just learned that Rick Bagg is coming here tomorrow to look at 
the pieces. Thank you for permitting him to stop here on his way from 
the west coast back to your headquarters. 


Best wishes for the holiday season. 






(a 
Eric ”. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louts, Missouri 63105 


December 7, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries 
P. O. Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Re: Humbert Gold Ingot Lot 
Dear Dave: 


I reread our letter to you dated December 1, 1987, and felt that it might 
not have been as clear as it should have been. 


When the Red Book catalog listing for 1960 (Copyright 1959) was mentioned 
as being "similar'’ to lot #3621, the circular disc type was being referred 
to because it contains some of the same stampings. The irregular ingot 
you auctioned has never been listed there. The circular disc type in 

the catalog was retained for a few years, then eliminated, and has never 
reappeared there since. 


Hopefully this clarification was unnecessary. 
A happy holiday season to you and your family and associates. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 22, 1987 


TO THE PLEASANT AND EFFICIENT 
CHARACTERS AT BOWERS AND MERENA 


While Godiva chocolates did not have a chocolate copy of Lady Godiva 
on Coventry Tokens, I am sure that Peeping Tom would have enjoyed eating 
the chocolates more. 


Thank you for your thoughtfulness. 


A happy holiday to all of you. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


PERSONAL 


Pepruary 1, 1988 


Box 1224 


WOLFEBORO, NH _ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mrs. Evelyn Newman 

c/o Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Evelyn, 

It was nice talking with you the week before last. To bring you up to date on 

the coining press, it opened on the auction floor at $1,800 and advanced in strong 
bidding competition to $5,200, plus 102 buyer's premium, for a total realization 
of just over $5,700. The buyer was the American Numismatic Association, so it 
ended up in good hands. 

I appreciate your interest in it and thought you might want to know what happened. 


I look forward to seeing you the next time our paths cross. 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


February 2, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


With our compliments, enclosed please find copy #17 of the limited edition of 
the Taylor Collection Photographic Plates. 


ours truly, 


Ald 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director: 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/dt 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


March 7, 1988 


Box 1224 


WOLFEBORO, NH_ 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Erie oP. Newnan 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St..bouis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending along the listing of things for sale - 
from a New Hampshire antique dealer, no less! 


I just returned from spending the best part of a week in Washington - at the 
Library of Congress and the Smithsonian - very stimulating to the research part 
of my personality. 


thanks ‘again, Eric. 


Best wishes, 





Your friends in the rare coin business 





4 
March 1l, 1988 : 
ok ie 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Avenue Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
Dear Eric: 


The controversy surrounding the Norweb St. Patricks piece struck in gold is 
unfortunate. I wish, when we had last spoken together, last week, that I had 
known how strongly you felt about my catalogue description of the piece. When 
we finished our conversation, I distinctly remember your saying to me that you 
were not intending to say anything about your feelings about the piece unless 
asked. Presumably, your feelings became stronger over the following weekend. 


I understand from Dave that you feel that the tone of my description was intended 
to "protect" Spink and Son, Ltd., and indirectly, Douglas Liddell, my former 
employers. I was quite surprised to hear Dave relay this to me, as I had not 
even considered the question of ill repute redounding to Spink and Liddell. I 
should say, categorically, that this was not, is not, and will never be no 
matter where I might be in the future, a motive for casting any catalogue des- 
cription I might write in a favorable or unfavorable light. I believe in the 
veracity of data correctly gathered, and in my descriptions in catalogues and 
published work elsewhere, I have no concern whatsoever for the reputations, 
feelings, or personal niceties of any individual or firm who may be affected by 
the factual data in my work. 


If my own work is shown to be inaccurate, I will swallow my pride, and be the 
first to admit my mistake publicly. I expect the same from others. If the 

St. Patricks piece turns out to be false, and I did not catalogue it as genuine, 
my opinion of Douglas Liddell will neither rise nor fall. I know him to be an 
honorable person, a representative of the old school of British dealers, and his 
retirement marks the passing of a way of doing business more congenial and gentle- 
manly than that which prevails today. 


Regarding the correspondence file you sent me, containing copies of correspondence 
between yourself and Baldwin's, etc., this information was not "surpressed" from 
the catalogue description at all. In fact, I looked forward very eagerly to 
receiving it, as I expected it to prove conclusively that the St. Patricks piece 
was indeed a forgery foisted on the collecting fraternity in the early 1960s 
through a sale in an obscure English country auction house. When the file arrived, 
I was quite disappointed to find that it did not contain anything conclusively 
pointing to the authenticity or lack thereof of this piece. I can only assume 

that the correspondence contained therein would have more import to one who was 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Mr. Eric P. Newman -2- March 11, 1988 


present on the scene at the time. Clearly, there is much unwritten in the 
correspondence, and much must be read between the lines, to believe that the 
file absolutely establishes the counterfeit nature of the piece. Obviously, 
there are questions about the piece raised in the file which are disturbing, 
but there are, conversely, no answers to these questions provided. There is, 
in other words, nothing in the file, at least in my mind, that, once published, 
would lead a dispassionate observer to conclude that the piece is absolutely 
fake. And this is the very simple reason why I did not publish any of this 
information in the catalogue description. There was, simply, to my mind nothing 
publishable in it. That Douglas Liddell bought the coin from Wallis & Wallis, 
and later sold it to Mrs. Norweb for a substantial profit, would not have been 
enough to persuade me not to publish the information, had there been something 
absolutely germane in it. As I said above, I am no respecter of persons when 
it comes to numismatic fact. 


At the end of our conversation last week, you stated that as far as you were 
concerned, our relationship was still on a sound footing. I trust that this 
is so today, and may remain so in the future. I am, as you may have gathered, 
one of your "fans", with a great respect for the work you have done over the 
years on colonial era coinages. Despite the current controversy surrounding 
this piece, which I feel to be unfortunate, my respect for your work will not 
diminish. I am somewhat hurt by the fact that you felt it necessary to call 
upon R. Henry Norweb, Jr.'s aid in this matter. Further, I feel it to be even 
more unfortunate that the piece will not be offered for sale. As far as I am 
concerned, one of the best tests for the authenticity or lack thereof of the 
specimen is the marketplace in general. 


I hope a similar situation will not arise between us in the future. I certainly 
will not do anything to create one. However, should you feel strongly about 
some aspect of my published work, I would be most grateful if you would share 
these feelings with me, I am certain that, between the two of uS, any contro- 
versy that might arise in the future can be more amicably settled. 


Yours truly, 


Pie te 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director t 
Research Department 


MJH/mkv 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 14, 1988 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfebroro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Congratulations on the fascinating Mott token article which I have been 
mulling over for a while. 


I think you need a clock expert to diagnose what "time" the clock was 
made and you need a complete New York directory listing for all Motts 
and hopefully might locate some advertisements or history of Motts store 


or stores at the Museum of the City of New York or elsewhere. 


Mott Street in China Town in New York must be named after someone im- 
portant and perhaps it is your man. 


Regards, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


P.S. I just finished an article on Hard Times Tokens for the Stefanelli 
Festschrift, but its new findings do not relate to the Mott matter. 


EPN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 15, 1988 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Pp. O.. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Re: St. Patrick Gold Piece 
Dear Michael: 


I have read your 11 March 1988 letter and obviously both of us have 
numismatic scholarship as a goal. Differences of opinion in difficult 
matters are customary and I do everything I can to avoid any personal 
feelings arising out of such differences. I am satisfied that our 
relationship will continue on a "sound footing" as you expressed it in 
your letter. 


I did not originally intend to make a direct response to your writeup 

of the St. Patrick gold coin in the Norweb catalog as it might have been 
deemed obtrusive to do so and I did not have prior knowledge of its content. 
When you telephoned me on March 4, 1988 asking me about a 1792 pattern 
matter, you said that you thought you would have heard from me on the 

St. Patrick matter. I told you that I thought you made a serious mistake 
by omitting any mention of any part of the material I prepared and sent 
you on 16 November 1987, following your 26 October 1987 request. I ex- 
plained that I then had no intention of debating your printed comments, 
so long as no one else raised the issue, but if anyone else did, then 

I would feel it advisable to go into the matter further. 


You stated that I called R. Henry Norweb, Jr. to aid in this matter, 
but the facts are that I did not call him or write him or tell anyone 
else to do so. He contacted me by telephone on 10 March 1988. I told 
him my view of the situation. He asked me if David could call me about 
it and I said that I felt David would feel free to call me anytime on 
any matter without any need for clearance. 


You stated that you feel it is unfortunate that the piece is not offered 
for sale because that is one of the best tests for authenticity or lack 
thereof. I totally disagree. You offered the piece in the catalog on 
an AS IS basis and a purchase at such an auction at any price does not 
in my opinion relate to its genuineness. 


In your extensive analysis of the points in the "snake" article I wrote 
in May 1963, you did not point out that the source of the silver St. 
Patrick pieces was the same source as the Oak Tree Shilling forgeries 
which I wrote up in a February 1963 article. I feel that was important 
and also that subsequent requests by me and on my behalf for information 
from those sources was not forthcoming. 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
March 15, 1988 
Page 2 - 


I also feel that for the reader's information you specifically should 
have pointed out that the then new variety of several silver St. Patricks 
and the same variety of gold St. Patrick were previously unknown. 

This letter is not intended to respond to your comments as to the "snake" 
article on the merits, but a few other remarks might be justified. 


In our view a most important omission is that your writeup did not give 
any matters I developed after I originally learned about the St. Patrick 
gold coin. You state that you decided that there was nothing publishable 
in them. You wanted positive proof of falseness and not getting that 

to satisfy you, you rejected all the material furnished. Is that sound 
when your writeup challenging the "snake" points is admittedly an inter- 
pretive evaluation of evidence? 


The impression you give that you believe the gold piece is authentic 

is very strong. You preface your comments to give the reader "an under- 
standing of the authenticity of this present Norweb specimen". That 

is a firm opinion. You say that Spinks and the Norwebs considered the 
piece genuine, but I believe neither group has written any opinion or 
factual statement of what they knew so that anyone could review it. 
Spinks investigated the piece as I wrote you in my 11 November 1987 
letter, but their file probably contains no opinion on the coin. Their 
sale of it indicates that they felt it was genuine. Yet after all of 
the foregoing, the Norweb piece was to be sold "AS IS". 


The withdrawal of the piece from sale and the gift by the Norwebs to 
ANS is in my opinion a good solution. 


I am sure each of us understands the point of view of the other and that 
we can go on to the study of other fascinating numismatic items with 
continuing cooperation and respect for one another's findings and points 
of view. 
a © 
Sincerely, 


~ 


Erde P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Maren (15, 1986 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
P. Ox. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Ke: St. Patrick Gold Piece 
Dear Michael: 


I have read your 11 March 1988 letter and obviously both of us have 
numismatic scholarship as a goal. Differences of opinion in difficult 
matters are customary and I do everything I can to avoid any personal 
feelings arising out of such differences. I am satisfied that our 
relationship will continue on a "sound footing" as you expressed it in 
your letter. 


I did not originally intend to make a direct response to your writeup 

of the St. Patrick gold coin in the Norweb catalog as it might have been 
deemed obtrusive to do so and I did not have prior knowledge of its content. 
When you telephoned me on March 4, 1988 asking me about a 1792 pattern 
matter, you said that you thought you would have heard from me on the 

St. Patrick matter. I told you that I thought you made a serious mistake 
by omitting any mention of any part of the material I prepared and sent 
you on 16 November 1987, following your 26 October 1987 request. I ex- 
plained that I then had no intention of debating your printed comments, 
so long as no one else raised the issue, but if anyone else did, then 

I would feel it advisable to go into the matter further. 


You stated that I called R. Henry Norweb, Jr. to aid in this matter, 
but the facts are that I did not call him or write him or tell anyone 
else to do so. He contacted me by telephone on 10 March 1988. I told 
him my view of the situation. He asked me if David could call me about 
it and I said that I felt David would feel free to call me anytime on 
any matter without any need for clearance. 


You stated that you feel it is unfortunate that the piece is not offered 
for sale because that is one of the best tests for authenticity or lack 
thereof. I totally disagree. You offered the piece in the catalog on 
an AS IS basis and a purchase at such an auction at any price does not 
in my opinion relate to its genuineness. 


In your extensive analysis of the points in the "snake" article I wrote 
in May 1963, you did not point out that the source of the silver St. 
Patrick pieces was the same source as the Oak Tree Shilling forgeries 
which I wrote up in a February 1963 article. I feel that was important 
and also that subsequent requests by me and on my behalf for information 
from those sources was not forthcoming. 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
March 15, 1988 
Page 2 - 


I also feel that for the reader's information you specifically should 
have pointed out that the then new variety of several silver St. Patricks 
and the same variety of gold St. Patrick were previously unknown. 

This letter is not intended to respond to your comments as to the "snake" 
article on the merits, but a few other remarks might be justified. 


In our view a most important omission is that your writeup did not give 
any matters I developed after I originally learned about the St. Patrick 
gold coin. You state that you decided that there was nothing publishable 
in them. You wanted positive proof of falseness and not getting that 

to satisfy you, you rejected all the material furnished. Is that sound 
when your writeup challenging the "snake" points is admittedly an inter- 
pretive evaluation of evidence? 


The impression you give that you believe the gold piece is authentic 

is very strong. You preface your comments to give the reader "an under- 
standing of the authenticity of this present Norweb specimen". That 

is a firm opinion. You say that Spinks and the Norwebs considered the 
piece genuine, but I believe neither group has written any opinion or 
factual statement of what they knew so that anyone could review it. 
Spinks investigated the piece as I wrote you in my 11 November 1987 
letter, but their file probably contains no opinion on the coin. Their 
sale of it indicates that they felt it was genuine. Yet after all of 
the foregoing, the Norweb piece was to be sold "AS IS". 


The withdrawal of the piece from sale and the gift by the Norwebs to 
ANS is in my opinion a good solution. 


I am sure each of us understands the point of view of the other and that 
we can go on to the study of other fascinating numismatic items with 
continuing cooperation and respect for one another's findings and points 
of view. 





Sincerely, 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





March 17, 1938 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note. I am sure that the New York City directories, if con- 
sulted in detail, would give me more information concerning the Mott people, and 
when time permits I will dig into this. There are a number of mentions of 
various Mott individuals in "The Old Merchants of New York," a five-volume study 
which gives many interesting recollections. 


I don't know if I ever mentioned it to you or not, but I do have a shelf clock 
with a paper label from Smith's Clock Establishment, New York City - a nice tie- 
in with Hard Times tokens. It is a rather unpretentious device, about two feet 
high, and in its day was undoubtedly a functional rather than ornamental item. 
The same general type of clock is pictured on the Mott token and was a standard 
product of various Connecticut and other factories during the first part of the 
last century. 


Cheers and good wishes. 


Sincere 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 





AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 
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March 22, 1988 


Box 1224 

WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 

Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Avenue Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
Dear Eric: 


Thank you very much for your letter of March 15, in reply to mine of March ll. 

I am happy to hear that our relationship will continue to be a cooperative one. 
I have much to learn in the field of numismatics, as I am relatively new to 

the study, and you know that I hold you and your opinions in very high regard. 


It was my understanding that R. Henry Norweb, Jr. became involved in this 
matter as a result of a telephone call from you to him. As you say this was 
not the case, then I was incorrect, and must apologize for the inaccuracy. 

I can only imagine that Henry must have read the description of the gold 
Saint Patrick piece and thought to call you. 


It is true that my personal feelings incline toward the authenticity of the 
coin, despite its association with known forgeries and the extensive corres- 
pondence you kindly sent me on the subject. I must admit that my feelings 
for the coin do show through in the catalogue description, although I did my 
best to alert the reader that the piece was not only controversial, but also 
fatally flawed, because of its lack of a reeded edge. You know that I do not 
feel that the withdrawal of the piece is a good idea, but it is now a fait 
accompli, and I must live with my feelings about that. 


I am on my way to the Norweb Sale now; from all I hear, the sale will be a great 
success. (I will have my secretary send this letter out over my signature to 
expedite delivery.) 


All my best. 


Yours truly, , 
Wactoel N. Heder 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin «'isiness 


~ AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


March 29, 1988 


Dear Friend: 


I am pleased to inform you that you are a successful bidder in our recently completed Guia and 
Norweb, Part II Collections Sale. Enclosed is a copy of your invoice and the lots you have been 
awarded. The total amount due, including the 10% buyer’s premium, postage, handling, insur- 
ance, and sales tax (if applicable), appears at the bottom of the invoice. Your prompt attention 
to this will be greatly appreciated. 


I very much appreciate your participation in our March sale and hope that you will also partici- 
pate in our next public auction sale which will be held in New York, June 13-15, 1988. The cata- 
logue for that sale will be sent to you in May and will feature choice U.S. coins in virtually all 
series. We look forward to your participation in this sale. 


If you have any questions regarding the enclosed statement, please feel free to contact me. 


Sincerely, 


20 Yom 


Raymond N. Merena 
President 
AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


RNM/mkv 


Enclosures: As stated 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 30, 1988 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


The shock waves as to the "1789" Mott token arising from your articles 

and research and that of others have shaken up many of us. It is a fasci- 
nating mystery to determine whether that token is a Hard Times Token 

or not. I hope others join in the untangling of the puzzlement. 


I find that the shelf clock was made long prior to 1789 and Early American 
Craftsmen (N.Y. 1915) by William A. Dyer states that Simon Willard was 
born in Grafton, Mass., April 3, 1753, married in 1776 Ca /4ES5) Ea 

1780 he moved to Roxbury, Mass., and set up a shop at what was 2196 
Washington Street where he lived until he retired in 1839 (p. 136). 

The first clocks he made at Grafton were thirty-hour shelf clocks about 

26 inches high in plain cases of cherry or mahogony with brass dials 

(p. 146). Thus, shelf clocks in America predated 1789. 


Longworth's American Almanac New York Register and City Directory of 

1834, which is in my daughter's library, lists both James S. Mott and 
Jordan Mott as clock and watchmakers, 266 Pearl, as well as their partner- 
ship'of J. S. & J Mott. It also lists Samuel N. & John C. Mott, grocers, 
122 Beekman St. Someone should run the directories from 1786 onward 

to see when the watch and clock business operated. 


It is possible that the tokens were first struck in 1789, the die retained 
and then reused about 1838 for more striking. 


The answer should”be found with a little further investigation. Who 
wishes to do it? 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





March 30, 1988 


Box 1224 


WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Avenue Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


St. Louis, MO 63105 
Dear Erics 


What a treat it was to see you at our sale of the Norweb Collection - especially 
since you had not been to a coin auction for many years! I am sorry that the 

5-D didn't go to you, for I knew you wanted it. The action was very intense, 
which goes to show what happens when one has nice material to offer. I suppose, 
if anything, your quarter dollars, which we appraised a few months ago, are worth 
considerably more. Who would have dreamed that early Proofs would sell for over 
$20,000 each! 


I hope your following evening at the Explorers’ Club was enjoyable. 


All the best to you and your family. Remember that the red carpet is out should 
your travels bring you this way. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





l 4 
4 
/ 


i y "L988 
Aprid 1, 196 aed 


——— q 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowis, Missouri’ 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your note concerning the Mott pieces. Why don't I run the letter 
in our next "Rare Coin Review" - with the thought that perhaps someone would 
like to dig through some New York City newspapers (for advertisements) and 
directories to piece together the puzzle. If you do not want to do this, let 

me know, but otherwise I will use it. 

Things are unbelievably busy around here - with the production of our June cata- 
logue, the mailing out of lots and invoices from our two sales in New York City 
last week, and what seems to be a dozen other things. 


All good wish 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





April 13, 1988 | 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear. Eric: 


Up in Northern New Hampshire a good friend of mine and Dave's, Tim Westman, who 
runs Westman's Weathered Barn, advises me that this year's maple syrup crop is 
one of the best ever. 


Each year around this time I acquire some New Hampshire maple syrup, and some 
Vermont cheddar cheese (made right across the border), for my own use - and we 
all enjoy it. I have asked Tim to package together some syrup and cheese and 
send it to you with my compliments. So, keep on the lookout - for it should be 
in your hands within the next week or so. Enjoy! 


Dave joins me in sending his very best wishes. 


Sincerely yours, 


Key 


Raymond N. Merena 


RNM/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





April 27, 1988 





y 4 
Mr. Eric P. Newman te Aon 
6450 Cecil Avenue Box 1224 
St. Louis, MO 63105 WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 

(603) 569-5095 
Dear Eric: Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


For our "Rare Coin Review" No. 70, to be published in two or three months, we 
are going to have a "Coin I Like Best" feature. As you are one of the most 
important people on the present day numismatic scene, I invite you to submit 
up to 200 words on the coin or other numismatic item of your choice. 


The article will have an introduction in the following form, which I give here 
so that you will know what we are striving for: 


"Tn recent times it has been popular for periodicals to create 'lists' of the 
20 most important people in New York City ('New York' magazine), the 'Forbes 

400, ' the." fortene (500,' ete, etet, nét. to overlook. "The Book «of Lists’ ‘and 

its contemporaries. 


This furnished to your editor the idea of creating a list of popular numismatic 
items. However, rather than simply mail out a questionnaire and ask important 
people in our hobby to give their opinions, we have asked selected hobby leaders 
to select a particular numismatic item of their choice, and to submit a few para- 
graphs concerning its significance to them, whether it be for artistic, his- 
torical, rarity, numismatic, investment, or some other consideration - we place 
no limits. The results, as you can see, were quite varied and serve to illus- 
trate the diversity of the fascinating hobby (or ‘industry,' as some say), we 

all enjoy." 


The preceding introduction may be revised somewhat, for I do not presume at 
this point to know for sure that the results will be varied, but I expect they 
will be! 


If this strikes a responsive chord, I request that you send me your thoughts 

by Wednesday, May llth. A postpaid envelope, addressed to my personal attention, 
is enclosed. If you have a black and white portrait photograph we can run with 
your contribution, please send this along as well. 


I very mugh appreciate your interest in what promises to be a fascinating survey. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 28, 1988 


Mr. Raymond N. Merena 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Ray: 

Your package of New Hampshire and Vermont goodies arrived as you indicated 
and Evelyn and I thank you most sincerely for your thoughtfulness. It 

is such a nice present that it will be retained for a proper occasion, 
hopefully numismatic, so that I can describe the source. 

Please give to Dave the enclosed article about Simon Willard's clocks. 

He should probably have someone look to see if one of those clocks is > 

on the Mott Token. 


My congratulations on the success of your Norweb Sale II. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


Encl. 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


April 28, 1988 ce! 


Dear 


Rave 
past 
been 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
and I have been steadily working on the Colonial coins book project for the 
two years. Nearly half of the research and writing portion of the book has 
completed. We both want to thank you for your cooperation with this project, 


Colleague: 


which, as you can imagine, is a monumental one. 


Perhaps the most difficult part of the book has been the need to photograph each 


and every known variety of all colonial coins, regardless of series. 
photography is about 90 to 95 percent complete! 


this 


To date, the 
Which brings me to the point of 
letter. 


We are in need of photographs of the following varieties of Massachusetts silver 
coins; all other varieties are represented in the book by photographs of finest 


known or Condition Census specimens. 


If you, or your institution as the case may 


be, already possess a photograph of one or more of the following varieties, 


or can have the same taken, we will gladly defray any costs involved. 


We are in 


need of photographs of the following varieties: 
NE 6d Noe 4 (R-8). 
Willow 1/- Noe-2-B (R-7+). 
Willow 3d Noe-1l (R-8). 
Oak 6d Noe-15 (R-9). 
Oak 6d Noe-18 (R-7+). 
Pine 1/- Noe-14 (R-7?). 
Pine 1i/- Noe-3i (R-7?). 
Pine 1/- Noe-12 (R-9). 


If you do have access to photographs, or can have pictures taken, please let me 


know 


as soon as is convenient, so I can remove the variety you can supply from 


the photographic want list. 


I'm sure you will agree that the overall project is a worthwhile one, and the par- 


ticipation 


of numismatists around the country will contribute towards creating an 


encyclopedia of early American coins which will stand both the researcher and the 
collector in good stead. 


Thanking you in advance for your cooperation, I am 


Yours ceuly, 


NLL Ue 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/clo 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





May 4, 1988 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
ME. Eric Pie Newman (603) 569-5095 


6450 Cecil Avenue ao 
St. Louis, MO 63105 Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Dear Eric: 


This will confirm our telephone conversation of yesterday. I am attempting 
to put together a number of specimens of Confederatio coppers, for technical 
analysis by ANACS. I believe this to be an important undertaking, as we 
currently have no technical information (namely, metallic composition) on 
these, at least that I know of. Besides yourself, two other collectors are 
currently participating in the project, as well. 


I would be very grateful if you could send me the following specimens, which 
I believe are in your collection: 


1) 1785 Confederatio small circle, Inimica Tyrannis. 
2) 1785 Confederatio large circle, General Washington muling. 
3) 1785 Confederatio large circle, 1786 Immunis Columbia muling. 


4) 1785 Confederatio large circle, Inimica Tyrannis. 


I estimate the insurance value on these four specimens (based upon what I know 

of the grades of these coins - I have not seen them personally, of course) to 

be between $50,000 and $60,000. Accordingly, when you send them to me by registered 
and insured mail, you should send them in two separate packages since the post 
office will cover an individual package only up to $50,000. 


The logistics of the excercise are as follows. Once you send them here, covered 

by postal insurance, they will be covered by our own insurance while on our premises 
and in our bank vaults. I will have each piece photographed on the Hasselblad 
camera. When the specimens from the other two collectors arrive, and, perhaps, the 
ANS specimen if they decide to send it here, I will then contact ANACS and arrange 
for a time slot for X-ray spectrographic testing. 


Once I have a test slot scheduled, I will then send the pieces to ANACS, in as 

Many separate packages as are necessary to keep the total value below $50,000 each. 
While in transit to ANACS the packages will be covered by postal insurance. Once 

at ANACS, the ANA insurance coverage will protect the pieces while on their premises 
and while in their possession. As soon as the testing has been done ANACS will 
return the coins to me, in the same number of packages and with the same contents 
that I sent to them, covered by postal insurance. Once they have arrived back 

at our offices, they will, of course, be covered by our own insurance. Thereafter, 
I will return your four specimens to you in the same way that you sent them to us, 
covered by postal insurance. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Mr. Eric P. Newman -2- May 4, 1988 


So you can see, the value of the pieces will be protected by insurance at every 
state of the operation. 


Once I have the technical results in hand I will send them to you and to each 
participant in the project, along with copies of the photographs, which should 
be high quality ones. Thereupon, I will attempt to put together the results of 
the testing on all of the specimens seen, and will send you the synthesis of 

the results that I have as soon as it is ready. 


I deeply appreciate your willingness to participate in this project, which I 

believe to be an important one. The Confederatio series has not been very thoroughly 
studied, and all of the information that can be gathered on the series should be 
before any attempt is made at analyzing it. 


As for the timing of the project, ANACS tell me that the month of May is best, 
since the professor who is qualified to conduct the X-ray spectrographic test will 
be on vacation during the month of June. Accordingly, I am sending this to you 

by Federal Express to save as much time as possible, and would request that you 
put these four specimens in the mail to me as soon as it is convenient to you. 


Yours, trady, 


Mh 


Michael J. Hodder 

Director 

Research Department 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/dt 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY fr hk? 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 9, 1988 


Mr. Q. David Bowers and 
Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers and Merena 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH, 03894 
Dear Dave and Michael: 


As to your Massachusetts silver coinage inquiry on rare varieties needed 
for photography, I can note the following: 


ANS owns a 3d Willow. 
I own the Pine Tree Noe 12. 
I have quantities of unassorted photographs. 


Good luck, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Re: 4/27/88 request of David Bowers for Rare Coin Review No. 70 


The 1776 Continental Currency coinage of 1776 for many reasons seems 

to me to be the most exciting numismatic group in the American series. 

There are no known records as to its origin, but its creation in 1776 

and its historic significance is not doubted. Its designs using a 

sundial and a patriotic chain of American States are charmingly 
Franklinesque as is its amusing legend, "Mind Your Business". Being 

copied from the Continental Currency paper money dated February 17, 1776, 

it in turn was copied for a 1783 Revolutionary War peace medal and a 

1787 Federal copper cent, thus uniting the three major areas of numismatics, 
coins, medals and paper money. Its varied metal constituency, its misspelling 
and its purpose are unusual. Although it has no denominational insignia, 
its recognition as a pattern for a dollar has from time to time been 
challenged. Being a mystery, it is a continual stimulant to research. 

Its most common die variety is sufficiently available to enough collectors 
to have general appeal other than through rarity alone. Elisha Gallaudet, 
having placed his initials on one die, would be surprised to know of 

the fascinating confusion caused by his early American style of artistry. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


May 9, 1988. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 9, 1988 


Mr. Q. David Bowers and 
Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers and Merena 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave and Michael: 


As to your Massachusetts silver coinage inquiry on rare varieties needed 
for photography, I can note the following: 


ANS owns a 3d Willow. 


I own the Pine Tree Noe 12. 







I have quantities of unassorted Photographs. 


Good luck, 


ric . Newman 


jah 


~ AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA. INC. 





May 9, 1988 Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 

(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. William D. Metcalf 
Chief Curator 

American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 135th Street 
New York, NY 10034 


Dear Bill: 


In connection with a research project on the early American issue known as the 
Confederatios, I would like to request permission from the American Numismatic 
Society to borrow two specimens from the Society's holdings for non-destructive 
metallic analysis. 


These specimens I would like to borrow are described in the Society's trays as 
follows: 


1. Early pattern. Confederatio (Large Stars) 1785. Counterfeit. 
2. Confederatio cent muled with N.Y. eagle. Obverse 1785 CI, 
reverse 1786 CE. 


The research project I am engaged in will attempt to list and accurately describe 
the known specimens of this American copper, and list the x-ray spectrographic test 
results for each, as well. This work has not yet been done on the series, which 

is a small one, and should prove very important for determining the basic char- 
acteristics of the coinage, which are not sufficiently established in the litera- 
ture. Of the 15 or so specimens known to survive, Mr. Eric P. Newman has agreed to 
lend his four, Mr. Don Partrick has lent three, so the two from the ANS Collection 
(even including the counterfeit) add up to a significant percentage of the total 
population of this type known. 


The logistics of the project, from an insurance and security point of view, are as 
follows. Should the Council agree to my request, the ANS should send the two 
specimens requested to me, in care of Bowers and Merena, by registered and insured 
U.S. mail. Once on our premises, the ANS specimens will be protected by our own 
Lloyds of London insurance policy. Upon receipt, I will make arrangements with 

the American Numismatic Association Certification Service for an appropriate time 
for testing the two pieces by x-ray Spectrography. Once a convenient time slot 

has been arranged, I will then send the ANS coins to ANACS, insurance being covered 
by postal insurance. While on the ANACS premises and while in their possession, 
the ANS specimens will be covered by ANACS insurance. Once the testing has been 


completed, the ANS coins will be returned to me, with insurance coverage by postal 
insurance. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Mr. William D. Metcalf May 9, 1988 


Immediately after receiving the ANS coins here, I will then return them to the 
Society by registered and insured U.S. mail. 


I do not need to tell you that an x-ray spectrographic test does no harm nor causes 
any alteration to the coins in question. I will furnish the ANS with a complete set 
of test results, as received from ANACS, along with a copy of my own research analysis 
of the results. Should my analysis be published, I will, of course, request prior 
permission from the Society should I wish to include photographs of the Society's 
specimens in the paper. Further, should the Society so require, I shall first request 
permission before publishing the test results on the Society's coins themselves. 


I understand there will be a Council meeting held in the middle of July, and would 
be grateful if this request could be put before it at that time. As you may know, 
testing of Mr. Newman's and Mr. Partrick's specimens will have been done before 
then, and while I wish that the ANS specimens could have been included in the same 
test run, the importance of the project far outweighs the impact of any minor 
change in timing. 


The Confederatio coinage has never been adequately studied or properly described in 
the literature, both numismatic and commercial. The coinage, however, is vital to a 
better understanding of that important transitional period between state's rights to 
coin under the articles of confederation and the federal government's responsibility 
for coinage affairs under the constitution. I hope to offer my small research 
project as an attempt to deepen our understanding of one part of this transition. 


Yours truly, 


wa aTeEe 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/clo 
Copies to: Eric P. Newman 


Henry R. Norweb, Jr. 
Don Partrick 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 11, 1988 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder, Director 
Research Department 

Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


As requested in your letter of May 4, 1988, I am sending you the four 
Confederatio items in our collection as specified in your letter. 


I am concerned about the valuation because the unique number 3 of your 
letter is probably at the $50,000 level as it is in very nice condition. 
Your item number 4 is brilliant uncirculated and the finest example by 
far of any of the Confederatio coinage as far as condition is concerned. 
The two may have a value in the price category mentioned above. The 
items 1 and 2 in your letter would fall into a much lower value category, 
but are still very rare. 


I am sending the four items to you insured so that you can follow the 
procedure you outlined. It is of great importance that you instruct 

ANACS not to let them out of their possession in the event coverage is 

not certain, as I believe they turn them over to the college which is 

next door for testing. I do not know whether an ANA representative stays 
with the pieces during the tests. I am sending a more complete description 
of these pieces along with this letter. 


I hope you receive the cooperation of other collectors and that the results 
of the research will prove something. 


I do not know whether I have pictures of all of these coins in my files 
and, therefore, suggest that you photograph them and send pictures promptly 
after the coins arrive in your hands. 

gee 


a 


Kindest regards to all of you. ~ 
Siricerely, a 


ae 


Eric P/ Newman 
jah 


Encls. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 1], 1983 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder, Director 
Research Department 

Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


As requested in your letter of May 4, 1988, I am sending you the four 
Confederatio items in our collection as specified in your letter. 


I am concerned about the valuation because the unique number 3 of your 
letter is probably at the $50,000 level as it is in very nice condition. 
Your item number 4 is brilliant uncirculated and the finest example by 
far of any of the Confederatio coinage as far as condition is concerned. 
The two may have a value in the price category mentioned above. The 
items 1 and 2 in your letter would fall into a much lower value category, 
but are still very rare. 


I am sending the four items to you insured so that you can follow the 
procedure you outlined. It is of great importance that you instruct 

ANACS not to let them out of their possession in the event coverage is 

not certain, as I believe they turn them over to the college which is 

next door for testing. I do not know whether an ANA representative stays 
with the pieces during the tests. I am sending a more complete description 
of these pieces along with this letter. 


I hope you receive the cooperation of other collectors and that the results 
of the research will prove something. 


I do not know whether I have pictures of all of these coins in my files 
and, therefore, suggest that you photograph them and send pictures promptly 


after the coins arrive in your hands. 


Kindest regards to all of you. 





jah 


Encls. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 17, 1988 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder, Director 
Research Department 

Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


As requested in your letter of May 4, 1988, I am sending you the four 
Confederatio items in our collection as specified in your letter. 


I am concerned about the valuation because the unique number 3 of your 
letter is probably at the $50,000 level as it is in very nice condition. 
Your item number 4 is brilliant uncirculated and the finest example by 
far of any of the Confederatio coinage as far as condition is concerned. 
The two may have a value in the price category mentioned above. The 
items 1 and 2 in your letter would fall into a much lower value category, 
but are still very rare. 


I am sending the four items to you insured so that you can follow the 
procedure you outlined. It is of great importance that you instruct 

ANACS not to let them out of their possession in the event coverage is 

not certain, as I believe they turn them over to the college which is 

next door for testing. I do not know whether an ANA representative stays 
with the pieces during the tests. I am sending a more complete description 
of these pieces along with this letter. 


I hope you receive the cooperation of other collectors and that the results 
of the research will prove something. 


I do not know whether I have pictures of all of these coins in my files 
and, therefore, suggest that you photograph them and send pictures promptly 
after the coins arrive in your hands. 


is 






Kindest regards to all of you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric fees) 


jah 


Encls. 


1785 INIMICA-AMERICA 

CONFEDERATIO large stars 

Crosby ViI-13. Une glossy dark red. 
hel erams. . 120.5 grains: Die crack & 
flake Left of top of quiver... Finest 
condition of all known CONFEDERATIO 
pieces. Highly praised in 1952 A.N.A 
sale catalog. Newcomer to Green - to Johnson & 
Newman - to Newman - to EPNNES. 

About 4 known - Garrett 1329, Roper 214, 
Norweb 2626. 


1786 IMMUNIS muled with 

1785 CONFEDERATIO large stars 

tn). ViI-16. ‘Bold unc.. Glossy brown. 
Unique. 10.31 grams 159 grains. 

Toece ierris — to Potts - to Miller -. to 
Povert ©, Hy. Brock =—..to Univ. of Pa - 

to Dockhus - to Newman. 


1785 WASHINGTON-CONFEDERATIO 

Laree Stars. Crosby Piy ViIt-le. 
Go. 20. prams. © 127.5 Grains. Fine. 
Apparently only 3 known (Fuld. ) 
Nick at edge over space between ED 
of CONFEDERATIO. Found by toll gatherer at Charleston Bridge. 
Boston in 1820 - to Richard Frothingham 

of Boston - to Richard's grandson, T. G. Froth- 
ingham (See A.J.N. Ap 1889) - Parmelee 

#609 to Chapman for $152.50 - Ten Eyck 

#837 to Newcomer for $105 - through Mehl 

to E.H.R. Green - Green Estate to 

B. G. Johnson & Eric Po Newnan ~ to Eric 

P. Newman in division - EPNNES by gift. 


1785 INIMICA - AMERICANA 

CONFEDERATIO small stars 

Crosby Plo VII-12. About fine. . Pitted. 
9.20 grams. 142 grains. Depression betw T & Y. 
Maris #231 - via Newlin for 

T. Harrison Garrett - to Newcomer 

for $1250 - via Mehl to E.H.R. 

Green - Green Estate to B. G. Johnson 

& Eric P. Newman - to Eric P. Newman 

by division - to EPNNES by gift. 

About 8 known see Bushnell #882 

Stickney #374, Appleton - Mass Hist - Stack 
Sale; Ham - Park 126 ~ Roper 215; 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC 





» 1968 


May 19 


WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 


(603) 569-5095 


Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Street 


Mr. 


MO 63105 


LOULS ; 


oH Ba 


Dear ric: 


Your three packages arrived this morning, in good order. 


I will be out of the office tomorrow, so I thought I would drop you a line in the 


meantime so that you would know that everything arrived safely. 


ne 


Please allow me to thank you very sincerely for your fine cooperation in this re- 
Michael J. 


search project, the results of which will benefit us all. 


Yours truly, 


Hodder 


Director 


Research Department 


MJH/clo 
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1785 WASHINGTON-CONFEDERATIO 

Large Stars. Crosby PI. ViI-14. 
6.26 grams, 127.5 Grading. Fine. 
Apparently only 3 known (Fuld.) 
Nick at edge over space between ED 
of CONFEDERATIO. Found by toll gatherer at Charleston Bridge. 
Boston in 1820 - to Richard Frothingham 

of Boston - to Richard's grandson, T. G. Froth- 
ingham (See A.J.N. Ap 1889) - Parmelee 

#609 to Chapman for $152.50 - Ten Eyck 

#837 to Newcomer for $105 - through Mehl 

to E.H.R. Green - Green Estate to 

B. G. Johnson & Eric P. Newman - to Eric 

P. Newman in division - EPNNES by gift. 


1785 INIMICA - AMERICANA 

CONFEDERATIO small stars 

Crosby Pl. VII-12. About fine. | Pitted. 
9.20 grams. 142 grains. Depression betw T & Y. 
Maris #231 - via Newlin for 

T. Harrison Garrett - to Newcomer 

for $1250 - via Mehl to E.H.R. 

Green - Green Estate to B. G. Johnson 

& Eric P. Newman - to Eric P. Newman 

by division - to EPNNES by gift. 

About 8 known see Bushnell #882 

Stickney #374, Appleton - Mass Hist - Stack 
Sale; Ham - Park 126 - Roper 215; 


1785 INIMICA-AMERICA 

CONFEDERATIO large stars 

Crosby ViI-13. Unc glossy dark red. 
7.40) erame. 120.5 grains: Die crack & 
flake left of top of quiver. Finest 
condition of all known CONFEDERATIO 
pieces. Highly praised in 1952 A.N.A 
sale catalog. Newcomer to Green - to Johnson & 
Newman - to Newman - to EPNNES. 

About 4 known - Garrett 1329, Roper 214, 
Norweb 2626. 


1786 IMMUNIS muled with 

1785 CONFEDERATIO large stars 

tr; Vil-16.. Bold une. Clossy brown. 
Unique. 10.31 grams 159 grains. 

opts 2Orris =-to Potts - to Miller =. to 
Robert C. Hs. Brock - to Univ. of Pa - 

to Dockhus - to Newman. 


1785 INIMICA-AMERICA 

CONFEDERATIO large stars 

Crosby VII-13. Unc glossy dark red. 
7.81 gY¥ams.. 120.5 ¢raine, . Die crack & 
flake left of top of quiver. Finest 
condition of all known CONFEDERATIO 
pieces. Highly praised in 1952 A.N.A 
sale catalog. Newcomer to Green - to Johnson & 
Newman - to Newman - to EPNNES. 

About 4 known - Garrett 1329, Roper 214, 
Norweb 2626. 


1786 IMMUNIS muled with 

1785 CONFEDERATIO large stars 

Cr. VII-16. Bold unc. Glossy brown. 
Unique. 10.31 grams 159 grains. 

J. G. Morris - to Potts - to Miller - to 
Robert C. H. Brock - to Univ. of Pa - 

to Dockhus - to Newman. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 23, 1988 


Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Mike: 


I examined the four Confederatios at the American Numismatic Society 
when I was in New York and they are as follows: 


Large Stars - Eagle #42.24.1 (genuine) 
INIMICA - AMERICA - Large Stars #41.147.3 (genuine) 
INIMICA AMERICANA - Large Stars #0000 999 28549 (cast or electro) 
INIMICA - AMERICANA - Small Stars #0000 999 28550 (electro). 
I hope they agree to have those you want tested. I recommended it. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 23, 1988 


Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers and Merena 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Dear Mike: 
1 OA 
I examined the four Confederates at the American Numismatic Society when 
I was in New York and they are as follows: 
ae , 

Large Stars - Eagle 42.24.1 (genuine) 

INIMICA - AMERICA - Large Stars # 41.147.3 (genuine) 

INIMICA AMERICANA - Large Stars ad 0000 999 28549 (cast or electro) 

INIMICA - AMERICANA - Small Stars 2% 0000 999 28550 (electro). 


I hope they agree to have those you want tested. I recommended it. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





May 23, 1988 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 

(603) 569-5095 

Mr. Eric P. Newman Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St... hours, MO 63105 


I received a telephone call this morning from ANACS, advising me that the facility at 
the Colorado State College where the x-ray fluorescence testing maching is housed will 
be undergoing renovation as of the end of this week, and consequently the equipment 
will not be available to ANACS for the "foreseeable future.'"' This came as quite a 
surprise to me, as I had arranged with ANACS to have your four Confederation era pieces 
tested during the first week of June. 


Accordingly, I have contacted the Fogg Museum of Harvard University, and have arranged 
with the head of their analytical laboratory, Dr. Eugene Sarrell, for x-ray fluorescence 
testing on your four specimens, which will be performed either the first or second week 
of June. In some respects, changing the venue of the testing is to our mutual benefit, 
as I will take the coins to the Fogg Museum personally and will be present in the room 
at all times. Consequently, Auctions by Bowers and Merena's own insurance coverage 
will be in effect at all times, and we will not need to trust to the United States 

post office or to ANACS's own insurance coverage. Additionally, I should be able to 
take the results away with me after the testing is completed, and will thereby save 
about a week's lead time which would otherwise have been lost had the testing been done 
by ANACS. 


In all other respects, the testing will precede exactly as I had outlined to you in 
previous letters and telephone conversations. However, should you have any questions 
or require any further information, please contact me after the Memorial Day weekend. 


Yours truly, 


NLL 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/clo 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





June 1, 1988 


Box 1224 


WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Avenue Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Sti eoais, MO: .63105 
Dear Eric: 


I just returned from vacation and found your letter of May 23, regarding the 
Confederatios at the American Numismatic Society. 


I am grateful for your recommendation that their two genuine specimens be tested 
along with the pieces you have lent us and those from other collectors, as well. 
However, I understand that no decision regarding the loan of these pieces can be 
taken until the middle of July, when the next meeting of the council is to be held. 
The delay is unfortunate, but not altogether unmanageable. I will simply have to 
schedule another trip to Harvard to have the ANS pieces tested separately. 


Again, thank you very much for your kind support. 
Yours truly, 


wees 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director of Research 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/dt 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


dime 21, 1988 
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Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


The four Confederatio specimens that you so kindly lent me for analysis were tested 
on Friday last at Harvard University's Fogg Art Museum and at the Geology Center of 
the university. Each piece was subjected to an electron beam microprobe x-ray 
flourescence test, using energy dispersal technique; x-ray diffraction; and were 
examined under the polarizing light microscope, using back reflection technique. 


The x-ray flourescence tests showed each piece to be composed primarily of pure 
copper, in amounts ranging from 98% to 99% of the total. Trace elements included 
sulphur, chlorine, and silicon, which may have been deposited on the surfaces of 
the pieces from an old cleaning or other surface sealant. Your Washington-Con- 
federatio large circle and the 1785 Inimica America Confederatio large circle 
specimens each contained traces of potasium and calcium, but in insignificant 
amounts which could be accounted for by simple background radiation. 


X-ray diffraction results betrayed the characteristic patterns of struck coins as 
opposed to casts or electrotypes. This, of course, we expected since there was 

no question as to the authenticity of your four specimens. However, the tests were 
run as a matter of standard operating procedure. 


Examination under a polarizing light microscope displayed none of the characteris-— 
tic dendritic surface structures always seen on cast coins. 


Examination of the four specimens loaned by Don Partrick, using the same tests, 
proved conclusively that Norweb Lot 2627 was a cast fantasy. Numerous, micro- 
scope surface inclusions in the edge of that piece revealed high concentrations 

of aluminum, lead, and bismuth, elements which were not seen in any of your four 
genuine examples nor in two other authentic specimens supplied by Mr. Partrick. 
Additionally, the x-ray diffraction test on Norweb: 2627 betrayed the characteristic 
pattern of a casting; while examination under the polarizing light microscope 
revealed numerous, classic dendritic structures typical of a cast. 


With your permission, I would like to write up these results for the Colonial New- 


letter for publication. In the meantime, your four specimens have been returned 
to you in today's registered and insured mail. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Mr. Eric P. Newman —2- June 21, 1988 


Eric, I want to thank you very much for your patience and cooperation in this pro- 
ject. You have been very gracious and trusting in loaning these four rarities, 
and your cooperation is greatly valued. Good luck on your trip to England; I hope 
you do turn up some pertinent information regarding the manufacture of the Con- 


stellatio Novas. 


Yours truly, 


hel 2 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/mkv 
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July 27, 1988 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-7 fi9 


Mr. Eric P. Newman so 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Loomis. MO 63105 


Dear Eric? 


I am happy to enclose sets of photographs of the eight specimens of the Confederatio 
coppers that I had tested at Harvard's Fogg Museum. 


The specimens are numbered in each plate, the numbers corresponding to the listing 
below: 


1. 1785 Inimica Tyrannis/Confederatio Small Circle. Ex-Garrett: 1330. 
148.6 grains. 28.1 mm. 150 superscript 0. Genuine. 

23. Norweb:.-262/..° Cast counterfeit. 

3. Norweb: 2683. Genuine. 

4. "Unique" 1785 Confederatio, Large Circle/1786 Heraldic Eagle. 
Ex-Richard Picker. 112.7 grains. 27.9 mm. 15° superscript 0. 


Inconclusive test results, but in my opinion, counterfeit. 
Numbers 5-8, were your own specimens supplied for this exercise. 


I hope all is well with you and your family. 


Yours truly, 


hl 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director, Research Department 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


Enclosures as stated 


MJH/clo 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Sale Date Country Lot Number 


Consignor T. No. Tentative Grade 


Date & Mintmark 


Tentative Grade 


Final Grade 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





September 2, 1988 


% — > = 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 


Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Avenue Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


St. Louis, "MO. 63105 
Dear Eric: 


Enclosed is a copy of the report I sent today to Dr. William Bischoff of the 
American Numismatic Society in New York, outlining the test results on the four 
Confederatio coppers the Society allowed me to examine. 


As you will see, specimen numbers 3 and 4 were both electrotypes. Specimen num- 
ber 2 was a genuine Confederatio Large Circle variety. Specimen number 1, which 
has been in the Society's collection since 1942, is a twin to a piece found by 
the late Richard Picker and presently in a major eastern collection. I have now 
examined both of these, and it is my personal opinion that neither is genuine. 


I have also enclosed copies of the photographs taken of each of the four ANS 
specimens. Please note that the numbers in the plates do not correspond to the 
specimen listing in the report. Plate specimen number 2 is equivalent to report 
specimen number 1, plate specimen number 3 is equivalent to report specimen num- 
ber 2, etc. Plate specimen number 1 (photograph not enclosed) was a counterfeit 
St. Patrick "farthing" struck in silver, from the same dies as Norweb 11:2386 in 
gold! 


Yours truly, 


hl? 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/mkv 


Enclosures: 
Report and photographs as noted 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 






<n, 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


RESULTS OF NONDESTRUCTIVE ELEMENTAL AND SURFACE ANALYSES 
ON 
TWO CONFEDERATIO COPPERS IN THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY COLLECTION 


Four early American coins in the collection of the American Numismatic Society of 
New York were received by the author, for nondestructive elemental and surface 
analysis. The four specimens included: 


Specimen Number Descripton 
Number 1 1785 CONFEDERATIO, Large Circle/1786 Heraldic 


Facele. “150.3 grains. 26.0. mm.diameter. 
Reverse die axis: 15 degrees. ANS 1942.24.1. 


Number 2 AMERICA INIMICA TYRANNIS/1785 CONFEDERATIO, 
Laree Circle.” 11822 grains. 26-4 mm, diameter. 
Reverse die axis: 0 degrees. ANS 1941.14/7.3. 


Number 3 Electrotype copy of AMERICANA INIMICA TYRANNIS/ 
1785 CONFEDERATIO, Small Circle. 10.226 grams. 
ANS 0000.999.28550. 


Number 4 Electrotype copy of AMERICANA INIMICA TYRANNIS/ 
1785 CONFEDERATIO, Large Circle. 10.956 grams. 
ANS 0000.999.28549. 


Specimens number 3 and 4 were obvious electrotype copies, and no tests were applied 
to them. Specimens number 1 and 2 were subjected to non-destructive metallic 
analysis, using the electron beam microprobe x-ray fluorescence, energy dispersive 
technique. Each was tested at 25 Kilovolts, on the CAMECA MBX, using the Tracor 
Northern 5500 EDS System. The detection limit for elemental makeup on this setup 
was one half of one percent. Each was also analyzed by the Laue x-ray back reflec- 
tion technique. Both were subject to non-ionizing x-ray radiation for a total of 
30 minutes. Additionally, each was examined under a Leitz polarizing light micro- 
scope, using a dark field illuminator, at high magnification. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Metallic Analysis: 


Each specimen tested was composed primarily of pure copper, ranging from 95 to 99 
percent of the whole. No gross elemental differences were observable between either 


of the two specimens. 


Polarizing Microscopy: 


Specimen number 1 exhibited traces of dendritic structures characteristic of rapid 
cooling of the surface metal followed by preferential corrosion. Their exact 
structure could not be determined with certainty under the magnification diameters 
possible, and the numbers of dendritic structures was somewhat small. Specimen 
number 2 exhibited no dendritic structures under the polarizing light microscope. 


X-Ray Defraction: 


Specimen number | created a photographic image with characteristics of both a struck 
and a cast piece. Specimen number 2 created a photographic image typical of a struck 
coin. 


Summation: 


Specimen number 2 in the above listing is a genuine product of its period. Specimen 
number 1 is more problematical. While the metallic analysis suggests that the piece 
is of a composition similar to those of the period, the results of the x-ray diffrac- 
tion test suggested characteristics of both a struck and a cast piece. Further, 
under polarizing light dendritic structures typical of a cast were observed, but 

not in enough frequency or size to make the determination absolutely convincing. 


Specimen number 2 is one of two such pieces known. The other surviving specimen was 
similarly tested, on behalf of another owner, in June, 1988. Test results on that 
piece were similarly inconclusive, but somewhat suggestive of a cast. The fabric 
and appearance of this muling are quite unlike those of genuine, struck pieces from 
the period. It is my personal opinion that specimen number 1 is a counterfeit, 
probably manufactured in the 1870s or 1880s. Other such late 19th century cast 
counterfeits have been seen, some of which have a ring identical to a struck coin's. 
I know of at least one specimen which was cut in half, revealing a sliver of glass 
inserted within the body of the fabric, which gave the piece its timbre. 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





September 23, 1988 | 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Dear Friend: 


I am writing to let you know of two outstanding catalogues that will be coming 
your way: 


The first catalogue will feature the Norweb Collection, Part III, will be 452 pages 
in length, and will offer some of the most important rarities ever to cross the 
auction block. This catalogue will be in your hands by the end of October. The 
sale will be held at the St. Moritz Hotel, New York City, on the evening of Monday, 
November 14th, the afternoon of Tuesday, the 15th, and the evening of Tuesday, the 
LSth. 


Adjacent to the Norweb Sale will be the David Silberman, Jr. Collection sale, a 
fantastic offering of 19th and 20th century Proof coins, rarities, gold, patterns, 
and other items formed by one of America's finest connoisseurs. Also included will 
be material from the estate of Byron Johnson, as well as other important properties. 
All in all the David Silberman Collection Sale will rank as one of the most impor- 
tant of the year. This sale will be held in two sessions, the first beginning 
Wednesday afternoon, November 16th, at 12:30, and the second on Wednesday evening 
at 7:00. The Silberman Collection catalogue will be mailed slightly later than 

the Norweb Collection catalogue and will arrive in your mailbox slightly later than 
the Norweb catalogue. 


So, there you have it: two great catalogues are being prepared and will be on their 
way to you soon - first the Norweb Collection, followed in due course by the Silber- 
man alogue. I appreciate your interest and invite you to participate either by 
mail Aidding or in-pe attendance. 






All } 


Q. David Bowers 
Chairman 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


QDB/mkv 


Rae, 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


December 5, 1988 





Box 1224 


Mr. Eric P. Newman WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
GLSOGeell Avdmié (603) 569-5095 


St. Louis, MO 63105 Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Dear rics 


It seems that I owe you an apology again! It appears that I manage to get myself in 
trouble more often than not, nowadays, not through design, but by inadvertence. 


Rick Bagg mentioned that in a recent conversation with you you told him that my grading 
of your 1/792 silver center cent was way off, that your piece actually is Uncirculated 
and not "AEF" as printed in the Norweb catalogue. I must apologize for this. 


The origin of the mistaken grade in the catalogue is as follows. Scott Rubin's article 
in the COAC volume on America's Copper Coinage graded your piece "Extremely Fine to 
Uncirculated", although he had not seen it. I remember nearly a year ago asking you 

for the grade of your piece, while I was doing the research on Norweb's specimen. At 

the time, to the best of my recollection, I did not receive a definite reply. Conse- 
quently, since I knew that the piece had its immediately earlier origin with F.C.C. Boyd, 
I called John Ford and asked him if he remembered the piece. His recollection of its 
grade placed it towards the lower side of Scott Rubin's estimate range, and consequently, 
that was the grade I published in the description of the Norweb specimen. 


As it turns out, this was completely incorrect. I have altered my records accordingly. 
If you would like, I would be happy to insert a correction into an upcoming issue of the 
Rare Coin Review, so that the correct grade of your piece may be made known to the numis- 
matic public. Please let me know if you would like this done, and please, forgive me for 
the mistake. 


Yours truly, 


hel 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/clo 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 13, 1988 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


Thank you for your nice letter about our silver center cent. I 
merely called attention to the matter because I was talking to 
Rick. I have no wishes one way or another about correcting its 
described condition as stated in yours and other prior comment. 
Whatever you do or don't do is fine with me, as the coin has not 
taken steroids to improve its condition and is not trying to win 
any race. 


Sincerely, 


aay 
Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


January 195" 1989 


| Box 1224 
Mr. Eric P. Newman WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
6450 Cecil Avenue (603) 569-5095 


St. Louis, MO 63105 Fax (603) 569-5319 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed is a copy of a paper, which discusses the usefulness of X-ray diffraction 
analysis in numismatic research. I have submitted this to Jim Spilman of the 
Colonial Newsletter Foundation, by whom it may be published. 


I wish to thank you very much for your kind cooperation in this research project. 

By allowing me to have your specimens studied, we have validated a useful, if little 
known, scientific analytical test which can be a supplemental technique in coin 
authentication. 


I believe that the X-ray diffraction analysis, using the Laue back reflection 
technique, should be part of any formal authentication of a questionable coin. 
Used in conjunction with photo-optical comparison techniques, surface metallic 
analysis, and other, simpler, tests, X-ray diffraction analysis can often serve 
as a technique whose results substantiate other, non-scientific, tests. 


X-ray diffraction analysis has been applied to Renaissance medals in the past, and 
there are several useful papers dealing with this application. However, its appli- 
cation on specimens of early American and United States coinage is fairly new, and 
to the best of my knowledge, the enclosed is the first publication of its use 10 
this field. 


Again, thank you very much for your cooperation in this ongoing project. 


Yours truly, 


hall 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/jel 


Enclosure: 
Copy of paper on X-ray diffraction analysis 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 


The Usefulness of X-Ray Diffraction in Numismatic Analysis 


by 
Michael Hodder 


In recent years several analytical techniques have been applied in 
numismatic research to answer questions regarding the metallic composition, 
surface structures, corrosion products, and methods of manufacture of 
coins. The most commonly used techniques today, and the ones we are most 
familiar with in the field of early American numismatics, are x-ray 
flourescence and x-ray spectography. These test are usually applied to 
determine the surface metallic composition of coins, and are very similar 
in'their limitations and results. Both methods involve directing a beam of 
excited electrons at the surface of a coin. The electrons strike the atoms 
of the various’ elements that make up the coin, giving rise to x-rays which 
are emitted at wavelengths characteristic of the elements struck. The x- 
rays are then counted’ and the totals are converted into readings of the 
proportional elemental make-up of the coin’s surface. Since the original 
electrom beam is limited in'its intensity, and the coin itself is dense, 
the readings of metallic content are valid only to a depth of 4 to 6 
microns. ee aks : | 


Neutron activation analysis, involving irradiating the whole coin ina 
nuclear reactor, subjects the specimen to sufficient radiation to yielda 
valid reading of the entire coin’s elemental make-up. Residual radiation 
from the process disappears in a matter of hours (days for silver coins or 
coins with high metallic silver content). This technique is the most useful 
Se1G i6"che moses thorough, but it.is difficult to obtain since it requires 
the use of a reactor. : mi 


No test of the elemental composition of a coin yields results that are 
necessarily diagnostic of authenticity, although some results can disprove 
it. For example, a silver NE sixpence which appeared to be a struck 
specimen from previously unreported punches was tested by x-ray 


' .gpectography. The surface composition of the coin revealed it to be 90.2- 


91.7% silver, 4.4-4.9% copper, 0.13-0.15% aluminum, the balance being trace 
-elements..The presence of aluminum was anomalous, but the complete absence 
of traces of gold showed that the silver used to make the piece was of 
modern origin. ‘Seventeenth century silver, coins and other objects, always 
shows traces of gold since the silver was refined by cupellation, which 
cannot reduce gold. The high copper content was added to increase the 
strength of. the alloy. 


On the other hand, x-ray spectographic tests of the INIMICA TYRRANNIS/1785 
Small circle CONFEDERATIO copper ex Garrett:1330 and the 1787 
EXCELSIOR/1785 Small circle CONFEDERATIO muling ex Norweb:2627 showed them - 
to have the same elemental composition. We know now that while the former 
is genuine, the latter is a skillful cast which was made in the 19th 
‘century. A prudent forger will go so far as to use a genuine coin as the 





Z 


flan for his “creation”, first planing away evidence of the original type. 
Carl Becker, the great forger of Greek and Roman coins, used authentic 
hosts as planchets for his own work, and these are still occasionally 
offered for sale, unwittingly, as genuine. 


There is one technique that offers some additional scientific evidence for 
the authenticity of a coin, but it is little known and nearly as difficult 
to obtain as neutron activation analysis. This is non-destructive x-ray 
diffraction using the Laue back-reflection technique. In this method, a 
beam of x-rays is focused through the center of a special photographic 
plate onto a coin’s surface. The x-rays are diffracted by the metallic 
crystals in the coin’s surface back onto the film, thereby exposing it. 
Exposure time .ig betwean 15 and 30 minutes. No residual radiation remains, 
of course. 


The developed film print shows a circular outline composed of bright white 
spots (in the case of copper coins, there are two outlines), each spot 
representing a single grain which reflected the x-rays back onto the film. 
The larger the crystals in the surface of the coin (to a depth of about 25 
microns) the larger, and fewer, the spots on the film. Conversely, the 
smaller the crystals the smaller, and more numerous, the exposed spots on 
the film. 


A Laue photograph of a copper coin typically shows a very bright center 
spot surrounded by a hazy corolla and two bright outer rings. The central 
brightness results from the intense exposure of the film to the beam of x- 
rays passing through it. The corolla is also an artifact of the passage of 
the x-rays through the film. The bright outer rings are formed by the x- 
rays which have been diffracted from the crystalline structure of the coin. 
The appearance of these rings ranges from a uniform intensity unbroken 
anywhere along their circumferences, to rings composed of a broken series 
of discrete, intensely white, spots. 7 


The finer the coin’s crystalline structure the smaller are the crytals that 
have formed during its manufacture, and therefore, the more crystals that 
are present to diffract the x-rays back onto the photographic plate. The 
coarser the coin’s crystalline structure the larger the crystals, and 
consequently, the fewer there are to diffract the x-rays. The implications 
for coin authentication are obvious. 


A struck coin typically shows a fine grained structure in the Laue 
photographs, since its surface has deformed under the heat of striking and 
the crystalline structure has been mechanically compressed, analagous to 
hot working the metal. Its crystalline structure is composed of many small 
crystals, all of which will diffract the x-rays onto the photographic 
plate. A coin cast in a mold cools slowly, allowing the growth of large 
crystals of various sizes. The larger crystals will diffract x-rays, but 
Since there are fewer than in a struck coin, there will be fewer to 
diffract the x-rays. In the Laue photograph a cast coin will show geveral 
large, white spots intermixed with smaller ones. 


3 


Two representative Laue photographs accompany this article. The first is of 
the reverse of the 1792 Birch cent, variety with two stars in the edge 
lettering, that was sold as lot 3394 of.the Norweb Collection sale. The 
photograph clearly shows two continuous concentric circles surrounding the 
brightly exposed center spot. It is a typical picture of a fine grained 
surface structure, as expected from a genuine, struck specimen. The second 
is of the obverse of a what appeared to be a newly discovered example of 
Vermont Ryder-40. The photograph shows two concentric rings around the 
central spot, composed of many discrete, high-intensity, exposed spots. 
This photograph is a classic example of a coin whose surface is composed of 
large grains, and is very unlike the picture of a struck coin. Further 
examination of this coin led to the conclusion that it was a cast made from 
two different coins (VT R-40 is a muling). 


The Laue back reflection technique of x-ray diffraction can be a useful 
tool when considering the authenticity of a coin. However, there are 
several qualifications that need to be kept in mind when applying it. In 
the first place, the beam of x-rays is directed onto a very small portion 
of the surface of the coin and penetrates only to a depth of about 25 
microns. A single Laue test is insufficient in itself to characterize the 
structure of the entire surface of the coin in question. Ideally, Laue 
photographs of 20 to 30 points, on both sides and including the edge, 
should be taken and their results averaged, if the true grain structure of 
the coin’s surface is to be characterized. Secondly, an electrotype copy 
will also yield a Laue photograph showing fine grained structure, so the 
technique by itself is not an absolutely reliable diagnostic tool for 
authentication. Thirdly, unless the surface of the coin is cleaned down to 
the bare metal, the Laue photograph will be revealing the surface structure 
of any corrosion products on it as much as it will picture the crystalline 
structure of the coin below. This can lead to photographs showing the S 
presence of both very fine and very large grains in the surface structure. 
Numerous Laues, taken at many different positions, can average out the 
effects of surface deposits, if the coin cannot be cleaned. 


Finally, modern casting techniques, which borrow from industrial 
technology, create copies whose crystalline structures mimic those of a 
struck coin. Coins made by centrifugal or chill casting have homogeneous 
macro structures and compact micro structures, and their Laue photographs 
have all the characteristics of a fine grained struck coin. When these . 
casting techniques are used x-ray diffraction is useless as a tool against 
the counterfeiter. 


Over the past 18 months some fifteen different coins have been examined 
using the Laue back reflection x-ray diffraction technique. These included 
mostly early American issues in copper, but the NE sixpence described above 
was also tested, as was an 1860 Deseret Assay Office gold $5 piece. Each 
was also tested for surface metallic composition by x-ray flouresence. The 
results of the x-ray diffraction and flourescence tests are listed below. 


Results of X-Ray Diffraction and Flourescence Tests 


Specimen 


1. 1785 Confederatio, Large 
circle/1786 Heraldic 
@agle. ANS 1942.24.1. 
One of two known. 


2. America Inimica Tyrannis/ 
1785 Confederatio, Large 
oirele. ANS 1942.1473.3. 
One of four Known. 


3. Americana inimica Tyrannis/ 
1785 Confederatio, Small 
circle. Ex Garrett:1330. 

At least four Known. 


4. 1785 Confederatio, Large 
circle/1786 Heraldic 
eagle. Private owner. 
vecond of two Known. 


dD. L105 Contederatio, Small 
circle/1787 Excelsior. 
Ex Norweb: 2627. 
vole specimen known. 


6. 1787 Excelsior, Transposed 
Arrows. Ex Norweb:2683. 
One of six known. 


7. Americana Inimica Tyrannis/ 
i785 Confederatio, Small 
circle. Private owner. 


second of at least four known. 


8. Washington/1785 Confederatio, 
Large circle. Private owner. 
One of seven known. 


9. America Inimica Tyrannis/1785 
Confederatio, Large circle. 
Private owner. 
second of four known. 


Metallic 


Composition 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


CU 97-98% 
Balance: 
traces. 


Surface 
Structure 


Fine & Large 
Grain. 


Fine & Large 
Grain. 


Fine & Large 
Grain. 


Fine & Large 
Grain. | 


Fine & Large 
Grain. 


Fine Grain. 


Fine & Large 
Graih. 


Fine & Large 
Grain. 


Fine & Large 
Grain. 


10.1786 Immunis Columbia/1785 CU 97-98% Fine & Large 
Confederatio, Large, circle. Balance: Grain. 
Private owner. traces. 

Unique. 

11.1792 Small copper cent, no CU 97-98% Fine Grain. 
silver plug. Ex Norweb:3393. Balance: 

One of seven known. traces. No AR. 

12.1792 Birch cent, two stars CU 97-98% Fine Grain. 
on edge. Ex Norweb:3394. Balance: 
One of six Known. traces. 

13.1788 Vermont. Ryder-40. CU 97-98% Large Grain. 
Private owner. Balance: 

One of two known. Draces. 

14.1652 NE Sixpence. New AR 90-91% Fine Grain. 
punches. Private owner. Balance: 
Unique. . traces. No AU. 

15.1860 Deseret Assay Office AU 84-85% Fine & Large 
gold $5. Private owner. AR 10-11% Grain. 
Many known. COL Qk 2% 


Balance: traces. 


Of the 15 coins tested by x-ray flourescence and x-ray diffraction, numbers 
Lote peta, and 14 were found to be counterfeits. Of these, the NE 6d was 
the only die struck piece, the others being casts. All the casts had been 
manufactured using the older, slow cooling casting method; none were 
centrifugal or chill casts. 


The Laue readings of a combination of fine and large grain structures on 
numbers 1, 4, and 5 are probably explained by the presence of corroeion . 
products at the locations of x-ray impact. Number 13 showed the classic 
grain structure of a cast coin. The fine grain structure seen on number 14 
is evidence of its being a struck counterfeit. 


None of these 15 coins was cleaned in any way before testing. Consequently, 
the Laue readings on the genuine coins of a mixture of large and fine 
grains in their structures (excepting numbers 6. 11,9 and-i2) may be | 
explained by x-rays diffracting off large grain corrosion products, such as 
red cuprite. In the case of number 15, a gold coin, the Laue reading of 
fine and large grains probably reflects the different grain sizes of the 
three major elements composing it. 


In conclusion, the Laue back reflection x-ray diffraction technique can be 
a useful tool in the authentication of coins, but only when used in 
conjunction with other tests, such as x-ray flourescence or photo-optical 
comparison. Interpretation of Laue photographs requires some familiarity 
with the technique and the results of similar tests on other coins. The 
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presence of an exclusively large grain structure appears to diagnostic of a 
casting, but the presence of an exclusively fine grain one is not 
necessarily indicative of a struck coin. The coin’s surface must be studied 
under high magnification, searching for for macro structures such a6 
dendrites formed during the cooling of a cast or metal flow resulting from 
striking under pressure, before the Laue photographs can properly be 
interpreted. In the final analysis, the skill and experience of the 
numismatist, aided by scientific tests such as described above, are the 
best tests of authenticity. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 27, 1989 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
Director, Research Department 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 

Thank you very much for the draft of your article on analysis of coins. 

I will submit it to Dr. Peter Gaspar for his comments. He is Professor 

of Chemistry at Washington University in St. Louis and has done considerable 


work in numismatics. 


My kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


mor 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


January 31,1989 


Box 1224 
Mr. Eric P. Newman WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
6450 Cecil Avenue (603) 569-5095 
St. outs: MO 63105 Fax (603) 569-5319 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you for your letters of January 2/7. 


I look forward to learning what Dr. Peter Gaspar has to say regarding my paper on x-ray 
diffraction and numismatic authentication. I have checked with many art museums and 
commercial research facilities, and have so far found that none save Harvard's Fogg 

Museum utilize x-ray diffraction for the analysis of numismatic items. Harvard had 
utilized the technique for renaissance and earlier medals, as well as some ancient coins, 
but have not applied the technique to early American coins, or, in fact, to anything struck 
in copper after circa 1700. Perhaps Dr. Gaspar has some data that I am unaware of. 


Also, thank you for sending a copy of your report on "Ryder-40", the Anton specimen. I 
shall include that in my file on that piece. 


I hope you were not upset to see the four Confederatio coppers that you sent me last year 
appearing in the report on x-ray diffraction. Of course, I made no attribution as to 
present ownership. 

Yours truly, 


HL 


Michael J. Hodder 


MJH/clo 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


March 23, 1989 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St; Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 
This will confirm our telephone conversation of yesterday afternoon. 


I am pleased that you have agreed to my visiting with you in St. Louis later this 
year, the purpose being to inspect and record technical data from your collection 
of state coppers. Given the size of your collection, some 300 or more individual 
pieces, I expect that I will require at least two, and possibly as many as three 
days with the collection. 


I would like to record the weights, diameters, die axes, and die states of each 
piece in your collection. This information I will then transfer into my own 

data base listings for state coppers, which now number nearly 5,000 different 
coins. This information has proven to be invaluable in my own research on New 
Jersey coppers, for example, allowing me to suggest not only a new chronology for 
several of the die groups, but also new mint attributions, as well. This sort of 
analysis has not been performed on state coppers previously, and is proving to be 
a very fruitful avenue of research, especially as it is untapped. 


As I mentioned, I shall be applying to the ANS Donald Grove's Fund for financial 
support for my visit to you. This is a personal research project, not supported by 
Bowers and Merena, and without external funding would not be possible. I might 
mention here that the first of my studies on the New Jersey series, of reverse J 
and its family of dies, will be published in Museum Notes, to appear early next 
year. 


Again, thank you very much for your kind cooperation in this research project. I 
will keep you advised as to the status of my application to the ANS, and as time 
goes by, should their reply be favorable, I shall get back in touch with you to 
set a mutually convenient time for my visit, probably in the fall of this year. 


sours truly, 


Peete hd) es 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 


Research Department ; 
; Your friends in the rare coin business 


MJH/mkv 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


Apral 6, 1989 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric; 


In checking with Tim Westman, a friend of Dave's and mine who operates Westman's 
Weathered Barn in a Woodsville, a small town north of here, Tim advises me that 
the 1989 maple syrup crop is now in the height of being harvested. A sample from 
this crop, plus a block of Cabot's "Private Reserve" cheddar cheese from nearby 
Vermont, will be coming your way under separate cover in a "surprise package" from 
Westman's Weathered Barn. 


Dave and I and our families have always enjoyed these "north country" treats, and 
I hope you will enjoy your package as well. 


Enjoy! 


All good wishes, 


rs 


‘| hi 


Raymond N. Merena 


RNM/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


poerdl 12, 1989 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman Fax (603) 569-5319 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Lovis;, Missouri 63L05 


Dear Eric: 

Under separate cover in a mailing tube I am sending you a copy of a poster we had 
privately printed to commemorate the sale of certain rarities in the Norweb Collec- 
tion. This poster will not be offered for sale or publicized, but I thought you 
might like to have one. 

Things have been especially busy around here lately - with our preparations for 

the forthcoming ANA Convention Sale, our New York City sales for the autumn, and 
other events. 


All good wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Raymond N. Merena 
President 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RNM/mkv 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


July 31, 1989 


Mr. Ray Gelewski 
FP. Os BOx 336 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 


Dear Mr. Gelewski: 


The publicity you received in NUMISMATIC NEWS on August 1, 1989 concerning 
the Immunis 1786 copper piece leads me to write, as you suggested. 


First I want to congratulate you on acquiring the piece. It is a federal 
pattern and not a New Jersey piece, as you know, even though it is 
listed in Maris. 

The statement that it was first catalogued by Dr. Edward Maris in 188l 

is erroneous as it is included both in Crosby in 1775 and in Dickeson 


in 1859. 


I also feel that you should know that there is an uncirculated reddish 
example in existence. 


What I would like to know from you is the exact weight of your coin 
in grains or grams. 


Not having seen your piece, I am assuming that it is genuine. 


Have loads of enjoyment from it. 





EPN :bv 






Ray & Barbara Gelewski 
P.O. Box 836 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 
703/582-6678 


Silner Dollar Associates 


Serving the Quality Conscious Collector/Investor 


August 3, 1989 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
E.P.N.N.E.S. 

6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis. MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 
Thank you for your letter of July 31, 1989. 


The weight of the Immunis Columbia we had authenticated by the American 

Numismatic Association Certification Service is 154.4 grains. According 
to what information is presently available, this weight is considerably 

higher than any known specimen. 


The references included in the article were edited by Numismatic News. I'm 
sure they did not know of the additional contributions made by Crosby and 
Dickeson. 


Again, thank you for your interest. 





RPG/bg 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 14, 1989 


~ 
ca 


Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers & Merena 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


It was very thoughtful for you to comment so kindly on the Philadelphia 
Highway coin find article. Medal detectors did most of the finding 
in the dirt hauled away from the site and dumped in mounds. I interviewed 
as many of the finders as I could find and it was a very happy experience. 


The area was where ocean going and coastwise ships docked at Philadelphia 
for many years. Dock Creek flowed into the Delaware River at this site 
and was later sewered and covered by Dock Street. The tavern primarily 
for seamen was at this confluence. It was so used for many years, day 
and night. The 1699 counterfeits were apparently thrown away into the 
water in one group when the utterer was afraid of being caught. The 
other coins probably accumulated in the waterfront mud for 150 years. 
The river banks were filled in gradually so that what was in the shallow 
part of the river became land. Thus the debris was locked in the muck. 
Whatever was in the pockets of working people, drunks, sailors or visitors 
could have fallen in the river, as there were lots of commercial trans- 
actions on the waterfront. Whatever was discarded from the shore or 
from ships was thrown in. It was just a natural accumulation and the 
variety of coins found was certainly accidental and quite remarkable. 


If you have any further inquiries about it, I shall attempt to answer. 


I very much enjoyed your New Jersey present Pion in Pittsburgh. Welcome 
to the Rittenhouse Society. ae 


Aincerely, 
i ~ 





EPN :bv 


P.S. Don't forget to send me the support for the "1793" Edwards cent 
data. 
EPN 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


August 15, 1989 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St... LDouts,..M0 63105 


Dear. Eric: 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


It was a real treat to see you at the American Numismatic Association Convention 


in Pittsburgh and to talk with you. 


Numismatic Bibliomania Society gathering. 


Here is wishing you and Evelyn a nice balance of the summer. 


Sincer ; 


Q. Bavid Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Thank you for attending my discussion at the 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


August 15, 1989 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 


Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Avenue Fax (603) 569-5319 
St. bowls, MO . 63105 


Dear Eric: 


It was nice seeing you again at the ANA Convention. I enjoyed your talk on Hard Times 
tokens. 


As you know now, I have been working as diligently as I can on the New Jersey coinage 
project. I would estimate that about 40% of the numismatic work has been done already, 
since I have been working on the New Jersey coins for about two years now. The infor- 
mation I presented in the numismatic theatre was just part of what I have found thus far. 
As I told you, once I have finished the COAC paper, I will move exclusively to the New 
Jersey project, and devote my full attention to that. 


I feel very honored that the American Numismatic Society has reposed as much confidence 
in my abilities as it has, and can assure them, through you, that I will continue to 
devote my best efforts towards the project. 

Yours truly, 


Mlk 


Michael J. Hodder 


MJH/clo 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


~ 
‘4 


August 22, 1989 


Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


I read in COIN WORLD that you were going to auction the 1786 Immunis- 
shield copper piece which Gelewski, etc. bought. I enclose herewith 

a copy of my letter dated July 31, 1989 to him and his reply dated August 
3, 1989. My reason for doing so is that I did not want you to feature 
the fact that it is the finest speciman known, as that may not be ac- 
curate. 


I also wanted to correct in his mind some of the statements in NUMISMATIC 
NEWS which were inaccurate. ; 







The coin still must be a very lovely one and 
pattern. 


a very important federal 


indest regards, 





tet 





EPN: bv 


encs. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 1, 1989 


Ms. Liz Arlin 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Liz: 


Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending us the catalogue of encased postage 
stamps. I have already read it and it will take a prominent place in our 
library. 


In your RARE COIN REVIEW #74 you advertised on Page 82 a book by C. M. Birdsall 
on the U.S. Branch Mint at Charlotte (stock #BB1-751) for $30. We need that 
book and a check is enclosed. 


Please continue to keep us educated numismatically. 


Singerely, _——. 


( 
Ln ei Ne 
ec rake &)- KS —— 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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YOUR ORDER WAS ENTERED ON: 


Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 


Box 1224 e Wolfeboro, NH 03894 e (603) 569-5095 e Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
“Your friends in the rare coin business’’ 







35291 
ORDER NUMBER: 4 % 4 4% 


If you need to write us about your 
order, please refer to this number. 
Please read the reverse of this 
form for our Terms of Sale. 











REF # CODE QUANTITY DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE AMOUNT > 
/BBM356 i CATALOG OF ENCASED POSTAGE HB 0.00 O00 4 
THIS BOOK IS SENT TO YOU WITH LIZ ARLIN'S COMPLI- 
MENTS PER YOUR CONVERSATION AT THE ANA 
ORDER VALUE $0.00 RUVE: 
MERCH P&H TAX TOTAL 
$0.00. $0.09 $0.09 $0,090 
ERIC F NEWMAN 
Ox 14623 
BRE FOr ode tee lia ale SHIP TO: 


eT eHurTs MO 


Please Note: Your charge card is billed for merchandise after shipment is made. 
CODE: B — This item is currently out of stock. It will be,shkppeds® you separately as soon as possible. 
For Terms of Sale, see reverse side. . 





AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


September 27, 1989 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Lease. MO 6S LO5 
Dear Eric: 


I hope this letter finds all well with you and your various activities. 


I am now planning our 1990 auction season and our sales to be held in New York City. 
I know that Rick Bagg was in touch with you earlier concerning the possible sale of 
certain of your duplicates, and if such a sale is a possibility, it would be a 
pleasure to showcase these pieces in one of our auctions. Why don't you drop me 

a note and let me know your thoughts? 


I look forward to the possibility of seeing you at the Coinage of the Americas 
Conference in New York City in November, where I will be giving a talk on the 
subject of United States gold coins and collectors who have made this area a 
specialty. 

All the best to Evelyn. 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 3, 1989 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
BOF 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

You were very thoughtful to write me on September 27, 1989 as to auction pos- 
sibilities for duplicates. I am devoting all of my numismatic time right 

now to completing the third edition of The Early Paper Money of America, and 

it 1s 97% typeset. I just cannot think of anything mundane now. 

I plan to be at the Coinage of the Americas Conference in New York in November 
and I look forward to seeing you and others there. Keep up all your widespread 


and amazing activities. 


Evelyn joins me in sending you and your family our very best greetings. 


Pe ols 
Sincere] 













Eric P. Newman 


EPN :bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 1, 1989 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

You are very nice to offer to help me obtain two counterstamped coins 
from St. Louis in the Coin Galleries Sale of November 15, 1989. I will 
be in Asia at that time. I am glad they are not cents as I did not 
realize you confined your assemblage to that denomination. 
You can bid for me anything you think is reasonable, but you will probably 
call up the last day because of your own bids to be sure you get what 
you want. If you do, you can raise the bids you make for me if needed. 
In the alternative, you could bid for me by phone on the last day if 
that is permitted. 

The lots I would like: 

#3093 H. M. Brown on 1803 50¢. Vg but scratch on reverse. 

73178 1.3.B. St. Louis on 1838 U.S. Dime. About good. 


Thank you for your super cooperation. 






Si 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





November 6, 1989 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman ; 
Fax line: (60 9-5319 
6450 Cecil Avenue ax line: (603) 56 


Se. Lodis, MO. 63105 
Hear Eric: 


It was nice seeing you again at COAC. In fact, our conversation of Sunday morning, re- 
garding the selective corrosion of gold coins in saltwater wrecks, was one of the most 
stimulating numismatic conversations I can remember having in recent months. These con- 
ferences are, in my opinion, very important for all serious researchers in the field, since 
it gives us a chance to come together and discuss subjects of interest to us on a level 
more sophisticated and technically competent than is possible in other fora. 


As soon as I locate the bookseller who advertised a copy of the two volume Appleton's 
Cyclopedia of Applied Mechanics (1880), I will buy it and send it to you. 





Thank you very much for convincing me that I should have attended the conference, after all. 
Yours was good advice (as usual!), and I'm glad that I took it. 


YOUre Crudy ; 
hl? 
Michael J. Hodder 


MJH/cl1l 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


November 10, 1989 
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Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St... Louis, MO 63105 


pear Eric: 


It was a treat to see you at the Coinage of the Americas Conference at the Ameri- 
can Numismatic Society in New York. I am sorry that my auction kept me from 
attending the conference in its entirety, but what I did experience was very 
stimulating. It is nice to know that there is a bastion of traditional numis- 
matics still left! 


Upon my return to the office I received your letter concerning the counterstamps. 
I will be on the telephone with Coin Galleries during the day of the sale and 
will advise you as to what happens. I will keep your interest in the matter 
confidential. It goes without saying that there will be no charge for our 
services. 

I hope this letter finds you returned from a very nice trip to Asia. 


Best wishes\to Evelyn and yourself. 


Sincerely 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 





November 28, 1989 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Exic P.. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


This is a note to let you know that I submitted what I was told were successful 
bids in the Coin Galleries sale of November 15, 1989, for Lots 3093 and 3178. 
As of this writing their invoice has not yet been received, but when it is I 
shall send you a copy of it and will forward the lots to you at our cost. 





Best pers¢ regards, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 20, 1989 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


The payment of our bill for a favor you did for me gives me an opportunity 

to thank you for your kindness to me, but also for what you have done 

and are doing to make numismatics a cultural enjoyment, a world of excitement, 
and a thriving economic activity. You are a workaholic, but so are 

others. You are an analytical thinker and so are others. You are a 
dedicated researcher and so are others. You are a reliable author and 

so are others. You like people and so do others. You are a careful 

planner and so are others. You are a successful businessman and so 

are others. But to combine all of these accomplishments on a steady, 
productive basis is where you are unique. Stay that way. 







Happy holidays to you and your family. 


rdially, 


a 


pe 
iete/b /Meoman 


EPN: bv 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





December 27, 1989 ( 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
Mr. Bric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louie, MoO 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you for your letter of the 20th and your sentiments, I should frame your 
letter and put it on my office wall! It is certainly one of the nicest letters I 


have ever received from anyone, and coming from you it is especially meaningful. 


Here's wishing you, Evelyn, and your family a very happy, healthy, and thoroughly 
enjoyable 1990. 


Best perso egards, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 19, 1990 


Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


RE: AntHology 
HeAth Article 


Dear Mike: 


Thank you so much for your consideratjon in submitting the final page 
proofs of my article to me for check/ng. 


I respect your thoughts on the ilYustrations and you may handle them 
as you suggest. 


All the changes I previously suggested were properly made, but—+—found— 


OnE ove 5 2 * OA Ff 50; the SaHn—P ~ O€ C rae pave 


en en-2-"-: pt] eh) he Nanee ing 2 ma. 


Congratulations on getty¥ng the book put to be 





EPN: bv 






‘7 BOWERS AND MERENA 
( -ALAErac. © y IN _- , Your friends in the rare coin business 


March 12, 1992 





Leonard T. Lemiesz 


Dear Leonard: 


Thank you for your letter and enclosure. I have taken the liberty of forwarding 
a copy of your letter and enclosure to Eric P. Newman, who is very interested 

in money of the Mississippi River Valley (as well as money from just about 
everywhere else!). 


New Orleans continued to use the Spanish denomination in commerce, agreements, 
articles, etc. long after the use was minimized in, for example, New York. 
One of today's New Orleans newspapers is titled the Times Picayune, "Picayune" 


being an old monetary fraction. 


Thank you for sharing the information with me. 


ie bc 


A 


Q. David Bowers 





QDB/sn 


ces Erie 2: ices’ ~ 


—————— eee 
BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 © (800) 222-5993 © (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 





Leonard T. Lemiesz 


10 LINDEN STREET 
SHLEA, fH, 07970 


October 19, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

I notice that on page 19 of Coin World, October 26, 1992, a report appears 
concerning the nice document you drafted. I just thought I'd let you know in 


case you might not otherwise see it. 


Best wishes, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/sn 


cc: Margo Russell 
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BOWERS AND MERENA 
(;ALLERIE 2 j INC ‘ Your friends in the rare coin business 


2 





September 21, 1993 


Mr. Victor Annaloro 
148 33rd Kalmia Ave. 
Flushing, NY 11355 


Dear Victor: 


Thank you for your nice letter. I have taken the liberty of forwarding it to my friend and 
noted numismatic scholar, Eric P. Newman (address: 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, MO 
63105), who I am sure can provide an answer. | do not have the information at hand, and 
would hesitate to make the brother connection unless some verification could be made. 
However, it does not seem improbable. 


Hopefully, Eric will copy me, on his reply to you and I will learn the answer too! 
Best persogal regards, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/ebm 


cc: Eric P. Newman 


Se eessnsenineenesnneseeerneeneeeees 
BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 * (800) 222-5993 (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 


BOWERS AND MERENA 
(,ALLERIE i ; INC ‘ Your friends in the rare coin business 





September 21, 1993 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Enric: 


I am enclosing herewith a letter from Victor Annaloro which poses an interesting question. 
Perhaps if you will copy me on the answer I will run it in our Rare Coin Review, as | think 
it would be of general interest. 


All good wishes to you and Evelyn. 


Sincerely yours, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/ebm 


ce: Victor Annaloro 


i 
BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 * (800) 222-5993 © (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Victor Annaloro September 27, 1993 
148 Thirty-third Kalmia Ave 
Flushing, NY 11355 


Dear Mr. Annaloro: 


You inquired of Q. David Bowers as to whether the Abraham 
Brasher who was a Signatory on the City of New York bills of 1776 
was the brother of Ephraim Brasher Jr. He certainly should be a 
relative. Ephraim Brasher Jr. was one of at least six children 
according to the enclosed article by William Swoger. 

With over 1000 signatures on American colonial paper money I 
was lucky to get the names for each issue straightened out to some 
extent and did not do more than mention famous signatories. 
Perhaps Abraham Brasher should be famous as being related to 
Ephraim, but then many others had famous relatives too. 

I will gladly ask Swoger for you unless you wish to do it 
yourself. 


tt 
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Eric P. Newman 


cc: Q. David Bowers 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


When Great Collections Are Sold Bowers and Merena Sells Them 








May 16, 1994 


Eric P. Newman 

C/O Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
501 N. Broadway 

St. Louis, MO 63102 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Please find enclosed a xerox of a sheet of New Hampshire notes of April 3, 1/755. 
Each photocopy covers only half the sheet. The paper is thin and yellowish. 


We are curious to know your opinion as to whether this is an unsigned remainder 
or a reprint. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Cllr OF rm 


Andrew W. Pollock, III 
Staff Numismatist 


Enclosure: as stated 


AWP/c11 





BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 © (800) 458-4646 © (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 










ty Me Pou er ie meres VIUC we Won ee mapaition N. CIP, nt NE 
3 Shots Pill che Jerr 20 Vallerrys Sia Pence Cyual le Hell TF its rurale 2 wu Le Mar G 
| CLTYNY Y- Silere tle Soreya Corl pr AiivShall be vecctvd trite tp Wrecsusy of She IX 
N.S oof New He AL Sirhmeulh Crvil 
am St0vience Che NCW S OSMiLS MIC onal pull Saymerty, LCTHSINC thi? bere | 


he Meret 17.5 6 Py Crater f the GOV gl ( Yc mth, ee: Ee at eS) 























t 
i 4) 
Vt 
; ' - a= ' a Fo 
\ ! ‘ a Ci) pee : = & ¢ F = , Sy 
\ i] > . z P % . ad ee ste eee ae om < 
7 | ( 2 
Sl se he fiw} dd : NN ~ yok S 
Se : as ZA, 2 a yah y hala / os 
( tee BE =F Ss 
a EI AG - \s 
i hy on OT. - . 
‘ ) 
v 


Fro O Ci, “wr i 






Wo 
eae Lone iis = 
=n —— ; - —— =, 





a, 
_ . BIG. 
4, \ Pow OULIUC iecae. Nene: Hasigpihete x? Got itats 
& , ion. m lap ee Shllinigs BNerve Te AO gualte 10 OnE. Fourth ofa Spar rustle wae Mar | 
¢ Curying the < WSCVCIS © SF OM Ce ah gp ANN. Shall be receivid inte YY Trea SULY C tcShe~ 
Pevince ob NEMESCANS SAU EC 11 ali publebTayments 1 Porimet ule 


S 
y | Grrel the LSS By Onder he Lf cucral Upscnll hy; 22 


DY JIMA UE >\( 


4. , Onn Te Of; Feints(y * 


~es nt x ess 


er | Toes 


: G L Pind 
i orn! On 
otha B ll One hen a le? CHE Sihweath oe JS put WL or i> hil D olar— 14 
ia ? ie "aE ce enn He Lof< CL ORE 2 5 ler PA Ann, Sha be PCOCEH vdinte a’ £Tr VOASUII of 4 ¥g 
| Provence Ne» CM” Hariypn HVC in all Publick Segments LOUIS MO. Che 
the BLASS By Onder Ab the GONCVAL Youll ~S rac By 


4 
“ : ~ s 
, m Se *s eee eee 
, , “o- . -_ 
> ; ‘ =~ 
~ . e od A os . » 
eeeweeewer® , ” a aft \ : e 7. . 
: - ; ’ hm et: ae 
© ot * , a > 


em 


>> s ¢ «= 2 2 = + © 6 26 & oe 
ad as * oer’ See ef & aes fh at eet hh UE TC tae we eee eames =e eee sae et ees 


PIRM ULC) 


= 


L7G O 
ahs YOO). - rt ’ 

















a : G 
fs iv 
| 

| 

Pol 

=e 








Voy PUL IS) 7 2d. nuiahy: oy yompey ti © ae Ps 
S Ll pays: ane A JTOMYLY fe » Ll me <3 yrpgud yp” “7 Rf § huvy ie UE, 
ee I PD PPM ITE sr Sa ae TIA IID, get & = PUY 2/17 7 CLIPIAL ¢ af gaa 4 ke py “Ah pe. oo) ee, Fa - 

2UH] buster y' ADYO i hai. » 2 JO ILLS PMO y poke u yf il “YU ALG) YLS . 4 


Ne ‘hs “eC tp checniter Out) OWS? ic a 


— am = 
Crp). 


\/ 


























p gs 
fen7-7- 
I*¢ 
i m 


im Dex 
RRO ARCS gmc BCCI 


Ahh hh dd Ahhh hh 






a 
eOPPP ee FOrr. 7 — wr ZA FIVTESS ALI PIU # POZE 








pg Mansy 


Com mittee 


SE 49 Git If) py. wae gO 7 f JO “ope IG EG | 
oni Uf VAL Md, Vi) Yi MUSA Yo yW PUD] (you gont 77? u ee? eye ii (P acca 

OUI 4 > Yh J waste Oi Gy oper para Be ?9 [PY O ee D far FUDD QUOD PIPL. FY a 4 

2 


——— 


Se —_— 


ax” x 
D Biches: APY). Gy CT Yrree Die iy DO PPtYf FlO Of JOP B35 





Yr aif fo VP. Ze 
4 rH | = OC NIM YY HG (Ke Ob Ze de. Ng a) NS 
ax RA ALORA PRM OU 00 OF ELSA EIS 


a | a2 | 2] 2» a & @ 2” =e = 







Oo a Sipe oi JOP ILY Yt p2 pg A 7 * ocr} 
fred yf ; hi pu off7? Well Yd D2 Af ryttrrehs tf Yq, JP 7? DM ryeefill 2} Unit y, CaS 
f~? 2 Del L404, ‘Si? PYJIO #2 Ane. ps SS Ofie? fie VIIA ID JOYE? uinerd ftt?) A ope Popeye 
Pf hr Wid tI? A710 Pape YiTeanly > a 2 Uf: aU TY f « Atle Yy ponbs esa oa 7, PM LIU = 


‘0 oe Gog 7C oS): —e alate ve gncan CaaS G 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Andrew W. Pollock, III May 24, 1994 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 
Box 1224 


Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Andrew: 


The 1755 New Hampshire sheet redated 1756 is a reprint. The 
Square cut edges of the paper match our own reprint. 

I have never seen or heard of a remainder sheet. 

It is a pleasure to be of help to you as all of you have 
always been most helpful to us. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers January 20, 1992 





Dear Dave: 


I was in Jamaica when your draft of the Trade Dollar section 
arrived. I am delighted to try to help. I realize I am making 
suggestions as to what Bob Julian wrote and am going to talk to 


him about some of them. Pages are enclosed with comments. 
The statement by a mint official about loose collars (p.13) 
makes me hot under the collar. Can you imagine what coins would 


look like if struck with a loose collar? I think they used larger 
planchets or less pressure in upsetting. 

As to illustrations IT enclose a few photocopies of 
applicable material. If you need better pictures please let me 
know. I have a duplicate of the trade dollar cartoon with the 
Chinaman in it and will send it to you if you do not already have 
it. Your response to me is to be either "I have it" or "I do not 
have it". 


Keep up the wonderful work. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


Q. David Bowers February 17, 1992 





Dear Dave: 


Don't judge a book by its cover, but if by now you received 
the Harper's Monthly of December 1861 please do. This book has 
marbled outside covers, marbled flyleaves and marbled pages with 
marbled edges on three sides. It hasn't lost its marbles. 

It has the mint article you wanted and I am pleased to add it 
to your library. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers February 25, 1992 





Dear Dave: 


IT am glad you like the Harpers article. I believe television 
1s doing its part to affect literacy and spelling. 

I do not believe the pictures in Harpers were supplied by the 
Mint. Those are woodcuts and are handcut in mirror image by 
specialists using sketches prepared by artists for that purpose. 
Naturally Evans, Smith and others copied the Harpers wood cuts 
with new wood cuts. Ballou also has mint machinery wood cuts in 
the middle 1850s. Do you want Ballou pictures too? 

I do not have Baker's book on the history of the secret 
service. Poor Spencer Clark was commented upon by me in my Heath 
article in the ANA anthology. His firing was responsible for part 
of Heath's disaster. 

I am glad your book 1s proceeding so nicely. 


My best as always, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers February 17, 1992 





Dear Dave: 


IT am very appreciative of your appraisal of the 1792 


Washington President gold coin. IT am sure there will be no 
expenses or problems for you based upon your appraisal, but if 
there are I will take care of them. I notice that there are news 


articles on other American million dollar coins lately. 
Thank you for your prompt and efficient cooperation. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers Marcon tl; Les2 





Dear Dave: 


I have a duplicate of the Gleason article with complete text 
except for one page with two pictures on it. Would you like to 
have it? It is frail due to the poor paper. 

Complete photocopies are enclosed. 


Kindest regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers November 13, 1992 





Dear Dave: 


I did not feel justified to thank you for the Waterford Water 
Cure until I tried it myself. It works. I think of your research 
every time I take a shower. 

My father (a surgeon) used to tell me an old hospital joke 
about a student nurse who asked how to prepare a Sitz Bath. The 
answer given was to draw a tub full of hot water and to put ina 
handful of Sitz. 





Yours in hot water, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers November 24, 1992 





RE: Your Silver Dollar book 


Dear Dave: 


I was fortunate to acquire from Kolbe the 1832 Budapest 
publication by Andreits with the first illustration of an 1804 


U.8. dollar. I wrote up this mysterious item in The Numismatist 
for October 1990. 
Are you going to use its picture? Do you want a fine 


photocopy or a loan of the original book? 


Let me know your wishes. 


Yours, 


Eric P. Newman 


Q. David Bowers December 16, 1992 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 





Dear Dave: 


Your letter of December 11, 1992 as to the use of reverse die 
breaks on the novodel 1801-02-03-04 dollars to determine sequence 
of striking is fascinating. While long ago I was so pleased to 
develop the sequence of obverse die cutting from the missing curl 
you must be excited about clues to the striking order in this 
undertaking of devilment through reverse die state comparison. 

Ken may be better prepared, I believe, to get your pictures 
of the dollars you need. My file on the 1804 dollars is now two 
large packing boxes, but finding everything might take me too 
long. 

As to different star and letter punches used on the 1801 
novodel I can comment. You ask whether these punches were used 
elsewhere. I believe that sets of number and letter punches were 
customarily bought on the outside from time to time in different 
styles and sizes. The quantities of sets of punches purchased by 
the Mint during various early periods must have been large to 
accommodate various denomination and edge lettering coin needs as 
well as marking die stems, machinery parts, tool sizes, brass 
plate markers, etc. The hard times tokens and store cards were 
made with available punch sets as well as buttons, medals, etc. 
The Mint probably made some of their own sets as well. 

NOW HEAR THIS. I think there may be a group of such punches 
in a gift by Stacks to the Smithsonian Institution made about 25 
years ago which gift was not to be opened for 50 years. There was 
a lot more to this alleged gift. Lester Merkin told me about it a 
year or so before he died but I have had more than rumor knowledge 
of it for a long time before that and you and others may have 
knowledge of it and related facts as well. You must keep this 
subject matter totally confidential between us as long as I live 
or until we agree otherwise. JI have discreetly inquired about it 
in rare circumstances, but never disclosed what I know. We should 
talk about who has knowledge of these matters and what knowledge 
they may have. I would not have brought this topic up at this 
time except for your inquiry about old punches. 

I hope I have been helpful. Doesn't numismatics offer a 
plethora of intriguing mysteries? 


Sincerely, 
Eric P. Neman 


Q. David Bowers January 27, 1993 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 





Dear Dave: 


I am delighted to try to help on illustrations for your new 
book. 

There are about to be sent to you for photography at your 
request the following U.S. Dollars: 


L733 B-i5 Proof surface. Belongs to Bernard Edison 
(Tettenhorst). It is valued at $250,000. 

£736 Bei Uncirculated 73,000. 

L7o) | 6Bd Uncirculated 7 + 9 stars, large letters Poy UUC. 

173i Bz Uncirculated small letters on rev. 200,000. 

Liz] BRS Uncirculated 6 + 8 stars 100,000. 


It 1S our understanding that your insurance covers the sender 
up to $250,000 for each mailing when each mailing is sent in the 
U.S. certified mail insured for $25,000. We will therefore spread 
the items into several mailings limited in value to $250,000 or 
less. 

It 1s our understanding that you will promptly return the 
coins insuring them for $250,000 per certified mailing covering 
them for the same amounts as above. 

Please confirm this in writing. If I am in error on the 
procedure please straighten me out. 


It 1S a pleasure to be of help. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers March 23, 1993 
Bowers & Merena Galeries 





Dear Dave: 


Your 
should be 
to absorb 

When 
tidbits. 


book on U.S. commemoratives is truly an encyclopedia and 
commemorated. Even though I am two years late in trying 
it, I do appreciate it. 

your next edition comes out I will suggest a few added 


Your reader friend, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers September 27, 1993 





Dear Dave: 


When you let Bob Julian write Chapter 5 of your Silver Dollar 
Book you let him repeat the theory he first proposed in 1970. I 
and perhaps many others disagreed then and still do. 

You in writing Chapter 6 gave his theory encouragement but 
retained your position that it may or may not constitute what 
happened. You left everything open for anyone to have his own 
opinion. You obviously wanted to present all options to your 
readers. 

I have just written a 4 typewritten page summary of what my 
opinion is, including the basis for it. I may publish it as part 
of the coming October 30, 1993 COAC at ANS on silver dollars. I 
may place it elsewhere or in two places. Would you like to read 
it and make suggestions, challenges, etc. first. Perhaps you 
might want to publish it in the Rare Coin Review simultaneously 
with the place I end up selecting. 


Let me know if this interests you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers September 27, 1993 





Dear Dave: 


IT wish to thank you very much for your wonderful Silver 
Dollar Encyclopedia. It represents a mountain of work for a guy 
with a mountain of talent. While you indicate you obtained a 
mountain of help from a mountain of people that doesn't compare 
with you building a mountain of data with a mountain of hours of 
devotion. On behalf of everyone who helped you it was a privilege 
to be asked to participate. 

I naturally first read the final version of the portion of 
the book which interested me most, namely the 1804 and other 
novodel dollars. In it I believe you have an item for the 
Guinness Book of Records. I think you have produced the fastest 
literary quotation in history. In Chapter 6, page 447 you quote 
five full paragraphs from Robert W. Julian's Chapter 5, pages 432- 


433. Can you imagine one author quoting another author 14 pages 
later in the same publication. That matches the speed of 
enlightening. 


Your fellow Rittenhouser, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers September 27, 1993 





Dear Dave: 


Due to the change in the tax law as to donation of 
appreciated tangibles I like many others wish to continue my 
practice of making donations of colns. You and your associates 
have always been so helpful in appraisals I would like to know if 
you would like to continue in 1993. 

I will naturally arrange for the material to be examined with 
a minimum of inconvenience for you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers October 26, 1993 





Dear Dave: 


Thank you for studying the 1804 Dollar memo and making such 
effective comments. They are clearly a great help to clarifying 
my effort. 

I will meet Ken in New York on October 30, 1993 and talk 
these matters over with him. I will also hear P. Scott Rubin who 
will give a paper on the 1801-02-03 items and I believe he intends 
to throw light on punch comparisons with earlier coinage. EG as 
simpler to evaluate rust marks on dies than rust marks on punches. 

I intend to revise the 1804 memo after compiling the comments 
affecting it. 

The new 1804 Eagle die of 1834 was for proofs and not to be 
used for production coinage and that is why I felt the die would 
not break when used in the medal press. I relied on the fact that 
gold was softer and it was a thinner coin than the dollar. Your 
point as to production die breaks on gold coins is fully respected 
however. 

My memo may be published in the COAC proceedings if Rubin or 
ANS feel it should be, but you of course will have the opportunity 
to publish it or use it after it is finalized. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers November 5, 1993 





Dear Dave: 


You were very thoughtful to call my attention to the St. 
Louis counterstamps on Lots 3187 and 3206 in your Donovan and 
Hudgens Collection sale. I have one of them but yours is better. 
I'll bid on both through your firm. Thanks so much for looking 
out for me. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers November 8, 1993 





Dear Dave: Re: 1804 


Thanks to your October 21, 1993 suggestions as to the 1804 
dollar matter and to talking with Ken Bressett and Scott Rubin at 
the ANS-COAC conference I have further revised my restated 
comments. A copy is enclosed. 

I have also heard from Bob Julian and we still disagree 
substantially. I rechecked the exact text of the 1804 and 1805 
Mint Reports and find they were quite specific in stating the 


number of dollars "made" in those years. He just thinks the die 
preparation had to be made in 1831 because the ban was lifted 
then. He has no evidence but feels he has reached a positive 


logical conclusion. 

Any further suggestions you have as to this text or a 
revision of it are most welcome. As soon as I clear with ANS 
about when and if they will use it I will let you publish it if 
you want to. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 


cc: Ken Bressett 


Q. Dave Bowers January 29, 1997 


Dear Dave the Super salesman: 

Your January 22, 1997 draft of the Eliasberg 1804 dollar has 
been read and I do have some further comments. It has no 
pagination and I will use subtitles to guide you to the lines. 

"The Eliasberg Specimen" 

7 1 line 3: "openly" is not supportable. It was not 

clandestine. I would omit the word. 

{ 1 line 4: There is no basis for the excess of pleces over 

4 to have been for "exchange". They merely made a few 

extra pieces. 





"The Mint in the 1830s" 

{ 3 line 4: Master coins were not always proofs. You state 

that others were saved by Eckfeldt. 

{7 6 line 3: "no specimens were on hand" does not apply to the 
1804 eagle. If a proof eagle was on hand they still 

would have needed 4 or more. 

{ 7 laine 3: You could mention there was a law requiring U.S. 

coins to be struck in the year of their date and no 

executive order could abrogate it. 


"the 1850s to the 1870s" 
{1 2 line 2: You say the original reverse die could not be 
found. They didn't know the difference and just used a 
reverse die made in 1834 which was on hand. 


"Numismatic Significance" 
1 2 line 6: add American Numismatic Society (New York) -- 
this is the 1914 exhibition which you later include in the 
registry. 
"Registry of the 1804 Silver Dollars" 
q_ 1 line 5: I think my name should be listed before Ken's to 
be consistent. 


You certainly cling to the motto "Voyez tout en rose". 


Your tilting friend, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers June 19, 1997 





Dear Dave: 


You have devised a clever program for the NLG Bash. Thanks 
for your June 12, 1997 memo asking me to participate. 
Unfortunately I will not be able to be present at the ANA 
Convention this year as I am attending a wedding in South Africa. 


I will gladly write an episode for someone to read. It will 
be on the 1804 half dollar and give Mehl the credit of 
authenticating this superb alteration as genuine. I can encourage 


more alterations to make it more fun for collectors and more 
difficult for authenticators. Just look at Smith counterfeits. 


Let me know if you want something like that. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers September 23, 1997 





Dear Dave: 


Your attribution of the phrase "Midnight Minter" to Walter 
Breen as per your letter dated September 17, 1997 enabled me to 
read your Flying Eagle book more carefully. On page 223 in the 
footnote you indicate Snow claims it. I talked to Snow and he 
says he created it and Walter was delighted with it and asked to 
use it. 

Thanks for reading the Smith article and for sending me your 
book. My response to Pete Smith's article is in the form of a 
letter to the Editor and after it is published in The Numismatist 
you may wish to use it in your review if you think it is funny 
enough. I'll send it in advance if you wish. It has 19 puns. 


Much ado about nothing. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers March 5, 1998 





Registered Return Receipt 


Dear Dave: 


In accordance with our telephone discussion there is enclosed 
a large 1789 Washington Indian Medal without a maker's mark. It 
belongs to a family I am friendly with. They have owned it for 
about 50 years. 

I have had it for study for at least a year and have reached 
no conclusion as to whether it 1S genuine or not. I will share my 
thinking with you after you study it. As you suggested you may 
send it to Harvard for metallic study , but I have no authority to 

involve the family ina cost. I had asked them to let me have it 
tested, but I told them it would not prove genuineness but only 
falsity if anything. Do not permit any sampling for a chemical 
analysis. 

If you have the piece studied metallically I suggest that you 
ask that the solder be tested as it could give a clue. 

The family wishes to sell it and I suggested auctioning it 
through your firm. I will discuss this matter with you after you 
have studied it. 

IT hope this will work out to be a good thing for you. 


Thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers March 4, 1998 





Dear Dave: 


Your Sage book manuscript is written by a sage. it. 28 THnat 
wonderful. 

As I mentioned to you yesterday on the telephone I wonder if 
you were aware of my article entitled: "The Earliest American 


Publications on Numismatics" published in The Numismatist for 
August 1992, pp. 1086-1089, 1157-1161; and in The Asylum, Vol X, 
No. 3, Summer 1992, pp. 3-9. 

If you need anything in that article feel free to use it. 


My best, 


Eric P Newman 


QO. David Bowers October 8, 1998 





Dear Dave, 


One cannot judge a book by its cover, but when you cover a 
topic so beautifully you can. 

My wife wants to cover a street in St. Louis with a bridge of 
the kind you show on page 129 so we can run for cover. 

Your sage achievement about Sage's achievements 1S a 
masterpiece. 


Congratulations, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers November 25, 1998 





Dear Dave: 


IT just came across a duplicate copy of the American 
Numismatic and Archeological Society Articles of Incorporation, 
Constitution, and Bylaws published in 1884. In the back it lists 
the Founders including August B. Sage as well as incorporators, 
members, etc. If you don't have it, it is yours. If you say I'll 
send it to whichever of your sage helpers you name. 


Thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers February 3, 1999 





Dear Dave: 


Under separate cover it 1s my pleasure to send you a book 
George Mallis and I just finished on a subject I don't think you 
have covered , as yet, namely U.S. coin scales and counterfeit 
coin detectors. 

If you want to write it up or comment on it in your Review or 
otherwise please feel free to do so. A copy of a release is 
enclosed. 

This was a long labor of love as so many of your projects 
are. You might suggest improvements as we only printed 400 copies 
so we can amend and correct it if there is enough interest to 
undertake a second edition or a group of revised inserts. 


Kind regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers February 165, 1999 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 


Dear Dave: 





Concerning Edmund = Roberts and the delivery of the 
presentation coin sets to Muscat and Siam your letter of February 
12, 1999 was written before you received my letter on the subject 
dated February 5, 1999. 

Naturally I will be glad to digest your draft of what you 
write if I don't contract dysentary while doing so. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers February 5, 1999 





Re: Child's 1804 Dollar 


Dear Dave: 


From your January 26, 1999 letter you are apparently involved 
with the Muscat 1804 Dollar belonging to the Childs' family and I 
am naturally glad to be of help to you in your further research on 
the matter. 

A problem is how to spell "Said Said bin Sultan" (as used in 
our book)or as I subsequently learned "Sayy'd Sa'tid bin Sultan". 
I suggest checking with Aramco Magazine. His majesty was sultan 
(political leader) from 1809 to 1856 as well as Imaum (religious 
leader) and well respected. 

There are newspaper articles on the return of "The Peacock" 
and I enclose one. The book on the expedition is a wonderful 
story even though Roberts died en route. 

Aramco Magazine had a fine article on the visit of an Omani 
ship to New York in the 1840's which came with goods to trade and 
caused a great commotion. The boat was falling apart and had to be 


repaired. The sailors spoke only arabic. The captain was a drunk 
and so an American had to take the ship back to Oman as they had 
no backup. The Sultan also sent a pair of lions to the U.S. 


consul in Tangier (see p. 65 of Fantastic). 

I hope you agree with my newer conclusions on the production 
of the 1804 dollar, particularly sections 3 and 16 of A Restated 
Opinion on the Origin of the 1804 Dollar in ANS COAC (October 30, 
LeSS)y Bu Lii-ide; 

Please feel free to ask for any further data you may wish 
from Ken or me. As you may realize this subject has been a steady 
stimulant in my life. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


QO. David Bowers February 23, 1999 





Dear Dave: 


Thank you for your very kind remarks about the scale book. 

I only had 400 copies printed and the $39.50 price covers 
only the cost of printing and mailing, but none of the cost of 
research and secretarial and nothing to the writers. 

Thus we are not in a position to sell them to a distributor 
at a discount. 

However I enclose a flyer for publicity purposes and if you 
wish to use the write up to help sell the book George and I would 
be grateful. 

If the book sells out I will try to make revisions and 
reprint it as a second edition. Let me get the onslaught of 
corrections from the readers first. 


Your pen pal, 


Eric P. Newman 


To: Q. David Bowers March 29, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newman 


Thank you for the March 15, 1999 draft of a part of the Bass 
Collection auction. As usual the detail is fascinating and 
beautifully developed. Medals are a field in which I have done 
minimal research, but fortunately other have done wonderful work. 

Thank you for the first mention in a catalog of our book on 
U.S. Coin Seales, etc. 

I helped Harry acquire Lot # 2170. I miss him. 


To: Q. David Bowers March 29, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newman 


You indicate you have not heard from me on the 1804 book 


introduction. You wrote that you expected me to participate if 
you didn't hear from me otherwise. So I was silent (for a 
change). 

Ken and I will gladly introduce you. Just imagine our book was 


published 37 years ago and we still are pals. My wife thought up 
the word "Fantastic" to glamourize the title and then I realized 
1t was a spectacular double entendre. 

I hope you checked Aramco Magazine for Oman history. 


To: Q. David Bowers April 6, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newman 


The title of your new book EDMUND ROBERTS and the RARE SILVER 
DOLLARS OF 1804 may be deceptive. 
Why don't you change it to "DATED 1804" 


Q. David Bowers April 6, 1999 


Dear Dave: 





You wrote on March 29, 1999 about matters relating to the 
Buttrey article published by the American Numismatic Society. I 
am glad you did. Both of us try to be as straight forward in our 
attitudes toward numismatic problems as we can and that 1s why our 
personal relationship has been so solid for decades. 

I recognize that you are a professional numismatic dealer 
among other things. You attempt to gather business goodwill and 
respect and to avoid irritating customers or potential customers. 

I am fortunate to be free of such business motives. You enjoy 
publicity and I pay little attention to it. We both work steadily 
in trying to produce quality numismatic writing. I have tried to 
be of service to ANS and ANA, putting more emphasis on the former. 

You have put more emphasis on the latter. I am a generation 
Older than you are, but you will probably catch up. You have 
computer research sources I didn't have for my work. Numismatics 
has enriched my life and my contacts, just as it has yours. So 
stay healthy and thrive. 

As to the present American Journal of Numismatics and its 
predecessor publications the quality of articles have been the 


best which have been written in the field in America. Many of 
these have come from ANS encouraged research, writings, lectures, 
COACS and other submissions. ANS does not write the articles. 
They are generally new material, not rehashes. When material is 


controversial it is stimulating and can be responded to. ANS has 
editorial practices under which suggestions can be made to a 
writer, but writers customarily know much more about a subject 
than any editor or editor's readers. The writers generally have 
put years of research into their work. Writers or speakers 
whether for ANS or otherwise include all kinds of personalities, 
they must be given freedom of expression. You personally submit 
drafts of your writing to many people for suggestions. Some other 
people are too proud, too timid, too egotistical, too confident or 
too something to do that. Some people consider a suggestion of a 
change in text as a contradiction, challenge, insult or irritation 
while others are glad to receive suggestions. If a suggestion is 
made and the writer is unwilling to follow it readers finally 
develop their own opinion from what was printed. In other words, 
an editor or publisher is not an author, but aims to have 
interesting topics read, discussed and responded to. 


If you look at the Buttrey article in this light you will 
realize it should have been published because it was a revised 
version of a lecture given on the acceptance of a medal for 
scholarship. Not to publish it would have been the wrong thing to 
do. When the Hodder response or further position papers are 
published the same thing is true. You state that the Hodder 
program on the subject has not been submitted to you or available 
to you. You should not feel neglected as that is up to him. 

You are concerned because you sold items at auction which 
Buttrey challenged as to genuineness. No reasonable person thinks 
ill of you for auctioning pieces which you in good faith believed 
were genuine and which that person believes are not or doubts. An 
unhappy buyer can exercise return rights which you customarily 
recognize, but a reasonable person who didn't buy the item should 

not criticize you for your opinion. The same is true as to 
Stacks or other auctions. Good faith is the key issue. As long 
as good faith is the motive for an opinion that opinion should be 
respected. 

There are many numismatic items which are false. The 
auctioneer or seller tries to determine whether an item is genuine 
or false. Auctioneers and sellers do not always know or receive 
the facts, the facts sometimes being concealed by consignors, 
prior owners or others. The auctioneer or seller has to make a 
decision or straddle the issue. Straddling sometimes puts the 
auctioneer or seller in an embarrassing position as to his 
knowledge. A near perfect batting average is to be sought. 
Everyone makes mistakes as you recognize in your letter. No one 
likes to make them. People sometimes go to great lengths to avoid 
the exposure of a mistake, but that 1s human nature. The 
important thing is to try to solve problems by evaluating them and 
not getting upset with differences of opinion. For all of the 
above factors I believe you should support the publications by ANS 
of writings of others and 
only judge the content of the writings on their merit. 


You are aware of all of the foregoing already. You don't 
need my comments but since you were nice enough to write me as to 
how you felt on the matter you evoked my response. You sent a 


copy of your letter to Kenneth Bressett so I am doing the same. 
As Ken and I wrote in The Fantastic 1804 Dollar the comments 
of Horace in Epistles 1.6.24 might find relevance. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


To: Q. David Bowers April 13, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newman 


As to the Adams example of the Class III 1804 Dollar I find that I 
examined it in New York in 1942 in the hands of the executors of 
the Estate of E. H. R. Green and I made a notation of it in my 
listing. B.G. Johnson and I purchased all of the U.S. dollars in 
the Green Estate on Nov. Ill, 1942 but turned down the 1804 "second 
restrike" dollar because the price of $250 was too high. We did 
buy the "restrikes" of 1801, 1802 and 1803 but I had no interest 
in keeping any of them. 

I received a letter dated March 17, 1943 from Chase National 
Bank in which the 1804 dollar is specifically mentioned. (copy 
enclosed) 

In our book certain dates of ownership of that 1804 seem to 
need some adjustment. Who is A.J. Allen? (Is it Jane Allen of the 
Brand family?) You can straighten out the matter I hope. 


To: Q. David Bowers April 23, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newman 


I picked up Rare Coin Review for March/April 1999 and on page 
69 you unselfishly gave us fine publicity for our book US Coin 
Scales and Counterfeit Coin Detectors. 


Thank you for your kindness. 


To: Q. David Bowers April 26, 1999 

From: Eric P. Newman 

co; Ken Bressetc 

Re: April 20, 1999 draft of Edmund Roberts and the Rare Silver 


Dollars Dated 1804. 


My eyes have fallen out of their sockets reading the draft 


you sent me of the above wonderful book. I have concentrated on 
the minting matters and have a few suggestions to try to improve 
or clarify what you have written. What an opus ! 


How can you do so much detail work? 


p. 7, col. 1, line 3 use "coined" instead of repeating the word 
"made". 


p. 7, col. 1, line 8 I disagree with your reason for keeping dies 
in the 1804 period. They kept them for 
regular commercial use a year or so later 


if needed and not for making collector 
specimens. They also kept device, letter 
and number punches and this should be 
mentioned. The Royal Mint kept all their 
dies and punches for historic purposes and 
the U.S. Mint might have been following that 
practice. 
DB. Ty, Gol. 2 The 1841 letter does not apply to the 1804 


Situation. This is an excessive extrapolation 
in my opinion. 


Pp. 13, col. 24, middle New dies were made in 1834 with old 
existing punches. It would also be better to 
state that no dollar obverse dies dated 
1804 had ever been made. 


You do not mention tha broken top curl on 
the 1804 obverse and this is important to 
prove that matter. The punch broke in 1834 
while making that obverse die or the 1802 
restrike obverse. 


mo. 14. ©e6L. ly lane G&G Typo “at” rer "a" 


p. 20, col. 2, middle No close collar was used until 1828 as you 
know. Thus reeding was rolled on in the 
early period by a Castaing type machine. 


DP. 2, GGln 2, FZ 5S, Planchets were not placed on the dies by 
hand or pushed off by hand. I have been 
working on this matter for years to 


reinvent the "open collar" and I think I have 
it. You should avoid this error. Call me if 
you want to talk about it. Read your 
quotation of Sellers comment and you will 
believe me. Breen's definition of an open 
6ollar is impossible. 

me. 32; eal, 2 Point out that these dies were made from 


existing device, letter and number 
punches. 


This reader collapsed and fell off the yardarm of the Peacock 
into the bilge. 


To: Q. David Bowers June 1, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newman 


Brother Jonathan has sunk and I thank you for its obituary. 


Brother David will never founder but will continue to produce 
things literary. 


To: Q. David Bowers August 27, 1999 





From: Eric P. Newman 


We missed you at Rittenhouse. It continued goodfellowship. 
You sent me a draft of your Edmund Roberts book and I have a 
few bibliographic suggestions. 


For Kenneth E. Bressett (suggested additions) 
President of the ANA 
Promoter of PEACE on all world coins for year 2000 


For Eric P. Newman (suggested additions & corrections) 
Degree from Mass. Institute of Technology - BS 
Degree from Washington University - LLD 
Exec. Vice Pres. & Secy. of Edison Brothers Stores, 
PRL? «9 not Treasurer. 


(ANA) Farren Zerbe Award and the Numismatic Hall of Fame 
(ANS) Huntington Medal (its highest award) 
(Royal Numismatic Society) Medal (1991) 


You were nice enough to send me the latest draft as I did not 
get to the biographies before. Why don't you let Pete Smith check 
the other biographies. 


cc: Ken Bressett 


. David Bowers May 8, 2000 





Dear Dave: 


The George Eckfeldt book which you acquired for $1,804 was a saving for you 
because you might have had to pay $1,834 if the seller used the date of issue. However, 
you could have argued for the Arabic dating used in Muscat and saved a large part of the 
purchase price, thanks to Allah. 

As to the gold research you are doing I will be glad to lend you the 
superintendent’s personal manual (1838-1842) for the Charlotte Mint which book we 
acquired from Goodspeed’s long ago. It also has a large handwritten layout of the weight 
and fineness of Bechtler coins, which may be too big and delicate to send through the 
mail. It was folded into a book once but is now separate and laid out. 

Let me know your wishes. 

Our library has (if you need it) a report on U.S. gold coinage to U.S. House of 
Representatives dated February 22, 1831 (misdated 1821) 27 pages. 

Thank you for inquiring about our flutter-bys. They are fine. 

Congratulations in getting in on the Central America as you have worked on that 
for a long time. 


Continue to thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


May 22, 2000 


j David Bowers 


Dear Dave: 





As to the Charlotte Mint superintendent’s manual it is bound too tightly to be 
photocopied on a flat surface. It has quantities of printed documents in it. It has over 100 
pages. I could mail it to you, but 1t would be more fun to have you look at it with me in 
Colorado Springs as I teach there from July 8 through July 13 and I was told that you 
would be there too. 

In the meantime I enclose a photocopy of the now separate handwritten sheet 
from it describing weights etc. of Bechtlers. This data was later published but this is the 
original summary of work done either in Philadelphia or Charlotte. 

I don’t wish to have the Bechtler part published separately from the manual as a 
whole because it is obviously one of the main features of the manual. 


Thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


To: Q. David Bowers November 20, 2000 


From: Eric P. Newman 


In your letter of November 14, 2000 you asked for my suggestions as to your new book 
on the Gold Rush. I just received your draft of 500 plus pages and will try to make 
comments on it in short intervals, this being the first. The carefully combed quantity and 
exciting quality of your prolific writing never ceases to amaze me. 

As I did in your 1804 dollar book (you accepted the change) I suggest a title 
change for this one also. 

The new title and subtitle I suggest 1s: 


A CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH HISTORY 
Featuring the Treasure Salvaged from S.S. Central America 


Your title is now 
The History of the Gold Rush as Illustrated by the Treasures from the S.S. 
Central America 


My reasons for change are as follows: 


Many histories of the Gold Rush have been written as you indicate and so I 
suggest “A” instead of “The” as the first word of the title. It is more modest and more 
accurate. To use “History” as the second word is not exciting enough and somewhat 
commonplace. You should get to the point more quickly and use it later in the title. The 
word California should be added to Gold Rush even though Gold Rush is singular, but it 
might lead to confusion for some people as to where if omitted. It also adds to interest. 
The words “illustrated by” are too limiting and narrow as to data presented and the scope 
of your planned illustrations. You are presenting a much broader view of things than 
pictures. Some people in the future will not know what SS Central America means and 
should indicate the wreck by the use of the word “salvaged” to spark more interest. 


Treasure can be singular or plural as you wish but I like the King Tut approach as 
singular sounds bigger. 

The word featuring is better than including and that is why I recommend it. 
Now all of this requires that you are permitted to use the title and not step on other 
people’s toes. The decision is yours naturally. A good title gives power to content. 


The Doty introduction tells the same story three times of wishing your book had been 
written earlier. It is cute. Have him eliminate the middle reference to the story and use 
only the comment at the beginning and the end. Otherwise it is a possible off. 


I suggest you take out all references to native Americans as “Indians”. This is sensitive 
and may cause a hurricane. See page 18, etc. 


Round two will follow shortly unless you say no. 


Thrive. 


To: Q. David Bowers November 29, 2000 





From: Eric P. Newman Re: Suggestion letter # 2 
on Gold Rush Book 


I am glad you found my suggestion letter # 1 helpful as to your title and foreword 
for your book. 

I noticed in the Bibliomania Society weekly communications that you mention 
your 1850 Eckfeldt & DuBois in red and black covers. There are also electric blue and 
white. This leads me to suggest that you describe and illustrate the Eckfeldt and DuBois 
book in general because they have gold samples in raw and in processed form. Your 
mention of some of them on p. 576 of your draft is not sufficient in a bibliography only. 
There is an 1849 supplement to the 1842 edition which has a place for gold samples but 
there are none. I have these in my library. Kolbe knows lots about these super rare 
items. I think a book discussion would be of great interest. 

You might also wish to include gold scales on the top cover of which is MINERS 
IMPROVED GOLD SCALES MANUFACTURED EXPRESSLY FOR CALIFORNIA 
and an America Eagle with E PLURIBUS UNUM. (See Kagin p. 54 for an oval one) (See 
my & Mallis book for discussion). I enclose a poor photocopy of my rectangular one 
which is complete with all weights and may be the finest in existence. I'll send it for 
photography if you wish. I did not own it when I wrote that part of the book. 


More to come. 


To: Q. David Bowers December 1, 2000 


From: Eric P. Newman (EPNNES) by Fax ————— 


I mailed to you yesterday our California Miners’ Scale Box complete with the 
balance and 9 weights. I know you will be pleased to see such a nice example of 
California gold rush material. I presume you will have color or black and white pictures 
made for your new book and if you do we would appreciate pictures for our file. 

There are 4 brass weights in the wood holder inside the tin box. Due to slight 
shrinking of the wood it is not easy to withdraw some of those weights out of the holder, 
particularly the largest one of 4 Troy ounces. Twist them a little if you have to, but as to 
the 4 ounce you can release the woodholder from the box by withdrawing 2 side nails and 
then push the 4 ounce weight out from the bottom of the woodholder. Don’t mess with 
these weights if you can avoid it as a picture of the inside is better with the weights in 
place. Don’t lose the nails. 

The fine additional flat circular weights are brass and are 1, 2, 2, 5, and 10 
pennyweights. They are special for this type of scale I believe, rather coin-like. 

The ring at the top of the balance could easily be held by the miner in the field or 
put over a nail for holding the balance while weighing gold. 

I believe these scales boxes etc. were of German or of English origin but have no 
facts. Do you know? 

Please return the item at your convenience. I am glad to show you something 
unusual because you have seen so much and remember all of it. 

Thrive and may you and your family, your firm and your group have a continual 
golden holiday. 
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Q. David Bowers December 10, 2001 


Dear Dave: 


It was thoughtful of you to write me on December 4, 2001 about the picture 
caption error on page 1422 of the December 2001 Numismatist. Writing as much as you 
do does not give you the time or opportunity to check every minor detail an editor adds to 
your manuscript. I try to submit captions pasted onto the pictures to avoid a mix up or 
error. Let us wait and see if anyone complains. Don’t be concerned about this matter. 

As to your comment about clerks being hired to sign the bills the massive number 
of official appointments to the Congress seems to be to honor supporters of the 
Revolution and gain goodwill from them for circulation of the bills. A few of the 
authorized signers did use family and others to do some signing, but not often. 
Incidentally where did you get “unit” as a name for the 1776 Continental Currency 
Coinage? 

I just had a much worse problem. On page 1354 Column 2 of the September 
2001 Numismatist it was pointed out that I made an error in The Early Paper Money of 
America. I was not told this beforehand. The editorial staff did not have me review the 
article as they often do. There was no error. I therefore felt that the editorial staff should 
notify the author and publish a correction because the author left egg on his face by 
specific erroneous criticism. The author wrote a kind reply asking to have an apology 
published in a coming issue. We will see. 

Isn’t it amazing how much people love to criticize and get satisfaction out of it? 


Keep writing. Keep dealing. Thrive. 


A very happy holiday season to all of you, 


Eric P. Newman 


Q. David Bowers December 12, 2002 


Dear Dave: 


A few days ago I had the opportunity to read your new 50 favorite numismatic 
stories and I could not put the book down. All I could skip were the auction listings and 
the die variety detail. You have created in a fascinating complex of drama, romance and 
completeness of the exciting episodes which numismatic objects unfold. You surround 
each topic with people, comment, images and historical events along with every relevant 
association and technicality. It is a stimulant which creates enjoyment and educational 
value now and into the future. It will help numismatics draw more people in the fold. 
Congratulations and thanks. 

I do not have to tell you to keep writing as you cannot stop and be happy. 

You asked me to help on the New Hampshire project and I enclose photocopies of 
our colonial New Hampshire collection except for sheets of reprints which you probably 
already have. I will send soon other photostats from my file of other people’s images 
whether included in my book or not. I have Harley Freeman’s ledger indicating the main 
collections and holdings of others of about 40 years ago. 

If you need bank notes or scrip from New Hampshire we have a nice group. We 
have a 1776 New Hampshire cast copper piece and a similar 1777 NH fake. I hope you 
classify the WM piece as a forgery even though it gave rise to tons of copies. 

Isn’t numismatic research wonderful? 


My best to your family and team. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


Page | of | 


Subj: Whitman Ency 

Date: 4/19/2009 11:12:00 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: 

TO: 

& a 





Hi from Dave B 


Tomorrow at about 2 p.m. | am going to send the main manuscript of The Whitman Encyclopedia of Half Cents 
and Large Cents to Whitman Publishing. This means that the creative part of the project has ended. After this 
point | can fix errors, but will not be adding more narrative. If anyone has any NEW things for me, please send by 
noon Monday. 


| still have some pictures to get and captions to write, and those will be sent in a week or two, separate from the 
text manuscript. 


This is just an update for your information. 


All good wishes, 
DAVE BOWERS 
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January 6, 2010 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
Dear Eric, 
This is just a note to wish you, Evelyn, and your extended family a very Happy New 
Year. You are an inspiration for longevity, enthusiasm, quality, and everything else nice in 


numismatics. 


I look forward to seeing you the next time our paths cross. In the meantime, all the best 
of everything. 


Sincere urs, 


Q. David Bowers 





QDB/sn 
Dave Bowers’ personal e-mail address: qdbarchive(@metrocast net 
om 123 WEST 57TH STREET ¢ NEW YORK, NY 10019-2280 © 800/566-2580 © 212/582-2580 e FAX 212/245-5018 JZ 
YY al 
* Ger\> P.O. BOX 1804 e WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 ¢ 866/811-1804 ¢ 603/569-0823 « FAX 603/569-3875 
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Subj: Dave B and Chris K visit to Martha's Vineyard 
Date: 8/8/ 59:05 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: 
To: 

Dear Eric! 


It was nice to talk with you a month or so ago. | hope your Continental Currency research is coming along 
nicely. 

Last year we planned to visit you in Martha’s Vineyard, as you remember, but at this end | was not able to 
schedule it. 

Now, a year later Chris K and | will be tied up for the rest of August (ANA convention—will miss you!) and, 
for me, family visiting until near Labor Day. 

lf you are at M.V. in September and would like two visitors to fly or sail over to say hi and, perhaps, have 
lunch, let me know. If this is the case I'll call and figure out a time that you like. 


| hope your summer has been going well. | will be getting the first prize (or whatever it is called) Heath 
Literary Award from the ANA next week. | know you already have more of these than all other recipients 
combined! 

Say hi to Evelyn. 

All good wishes to you both. 


DAVE B AA 
pp” L 


yi. 


ae 
we, | | 


Subj: Emailing: No. 3, main illustration of December 10, 1690 note, 2005-12-10 No. 3 redone by qdb 
Date: 12/20/2005 6:34:04 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: 
To: 
Dear Eric, 





Dear Diana/Dennis: Here is a rewrite plus new image (to go with the Feb 3, 
2690/91 image you have) for No. 3. Please also fix the Table of Contents. 


Please advise of satisfactory receipt. 


DAVE B 
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from two shillings six pence (to twenty shillings). The text of the altered denominations fit 
approximately into the original engraved denominational text after that part of the original text 
was rubbed away. 

lf there are further questions please feel free to ask me. 

Eric to some of you and for a little while Eric P. Newman to the rest. 





AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


We have just completed one of the greatest auction catalogues ever issued, the 
encyclopedic (over 400 pages in length, hundreds of illustrations, thousands of 
lots!) volume describing the collections of R. H. Gore, Jr. and Dennis Irving Long, 
an auction sale to be held in conjunction with the Golden State Coin Show in Pasa- 
dena, California, January 24-26, 1990. 


Dear Friend, 


So important is this collection, and so many are the bidding opportunities offered, 
that I am making a special offer to you: copies of this catalogue normally sell 
for $20 each, and are nationally advertised at that price. Indeed, the $20 figure 
is a bargain, as it costs us much more than this to produce and publish each copy. 
However, I offer you two ways to acquire a copy at a significant discount: (1) For 
$10, plus $2 postage and handling, you can receive a copy of the catalogue, plus a 
copy of the prices realized list (to be sent after the sale), a catalogue which will 
not only provide you with many important opportunities to buy choice, rare, and 
interesting United States and world coins at the prices you want to pay, but which, 
after the sale, will give you a valuable indication of market levels. Or, (2) for 
$69 you can subscribe to all of our auction catalogues, "Rare Coin Reviews," and 
other periodicals issued in 1990 - including this important auction catalogue - a 
value of over $200 if the catalogues are to be offered individually! 


There is one catch to the present offer: I have had just a few additional copies of 
our January catalogue printed, due to the enormous expense involved, so they are 
offered on a first-come, first-served basis. 


To order, simply return the enclosed coupon with your remittance (your personal 
check is just fine) or a credit card authorization, and I will do the rest! Coming 
your way will be one of the greatest catalogues you have ever seen - I guarantee it! 
(If for any reason you are not completely delighted, or if you don't agree that this 
catalogue is one of the finest ever published, your remittance will be instantly 
refunded without question.) 


Please hurry, for only a few extra catalogues have been published, and I expect to 
be SOLD OUT soon! Thank you very much for your interest and participation! 


Sincerely yours, 


Mb. Ylertua 


Raymond N. Merena 
President 


Enclosures 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
Dear Friend, 


We have just finished completing one of the largest and finest auction catalogues 
ever to be created - a magnificent catalogue, encyclopedic in size (over 400 pages!), 
describing our sale featuring the collections of R. H. Gore, Jr. and Dennis Irving 
Long. The auction will be held in conjunction with the Golden State Coin Show in 
Pasadena, California, January 24-26. Participation, as always, will be by mail 
bidding and in-person attendance. 


As a special service to our clients bidding by mail, we have installed a new toll- 
free number (800) 458-4646, so we can answer any questions you may have concerning 
price estimates, catalogue descriptions, or anything else. At the other end of 

the line eager to serve you are Dr. Richard A. Bagg (our Director of Auctions), 
Jennifer Douglass, and others on our staff. This auction offers you an ideal 
situation: the opportunity to buy scarce, rare, interesting, and properly graded 
coins at the prices you want to pay! If you are a constant bidder in our sales, 

I need say no more. However, if you haven't bid recently, please take the oppor- 
tunity to do so in our sale of the Gore and Long collections. When your catalogue 
arrives, I suggest that you open it immediately and peruse its contents. There 

are so many fine things to consider, and the catalogue is so large, that it will 
take you several days to evaluate the pieces that are of the greatest interest. 

The rare coin market is extremely active (the current year has been the best in our 
37-year professional history), and all indications point to 1990 being better yet! 
Thousands of lots, including major rarities, await you in the field of United States 
coins and currency and world coins. 


I look forward to receiving your mail bids in our January sale. Thank you for 
your interest and participation. 


Sincere ours, 


Q. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


QDB/mkv 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 











January 12, 1990 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 635105 


Dear Eric: 


I am writing to say "hello" and to wish you a happy new year. Dave and I have just 
finished the arrangements and initial catalogue preparation for our March sale to be 
held in New York City, and are now directing our attention toward our June sale as 
well as our autumn auction season. Following my earlier correspondence and comments 
to you, if you would like to sell some of the duplicate early Proof coins and other 
outstanding items, it would be a pleasure to work with you. The market is very 
strong for this type of material, and I am sure that the proceeds realized from 
these and other pieces could be put to excellent use by your Educational Society 

for other acquisitions, publications, and programs. If this is interesting, just 
give me a call or drop me a note. 


Thank you for all you have done and are doing for numismatics. Dave joins me in 
sending best wishes. 


Sincerely yours, 


a. ae 


Richard A. Bagg, Ph.D. 
Director of Auctions 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


February 13, 1990 


Mr. Andrew W. Pollock, III 

Staff Numismatist 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Mr. Pollock: 


It will take me quite awhile to review the pattern material which you 
forwarded to me on February 8, 1990. There are a couple of areas where 

I can be of help immediately. I am sending you a list of the patterns 

in our collection and if you have any specific questions on these, please 
let me know. 


I can send you information on the 1913 Liberty Head nickels as I had 
all five in my possession for quite awhile and know a reasonable amount 
of their history. I also have the original case in which they were 
held by Colonel Green. We also own the unique Copper 1913 Indian Head 
Trial piece which was in the original case with the five Liberty Head 
nickels. 


So far as I remember, all of these patterns which we own were acquired 
in the early 1940s. 


Good luck on your project. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


february 22, 1990 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

C/O Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
501 N. Broadway 

St. Louis, MO 63102 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you very much for your letter of February 13, and for the inventory of patterns 
in your collection. 


We are very interested in the metrology of the different issues of patterns and intend to 
report as fully on this aspect of the series as we can. The problem that we face is that 
the amount of information available in auction catalogues and other published sources is 

for the most part very scanty. Data pertaining to weights, die alignments, and diameters 
of the pieces in your collection would be very welcome. 


We expect to devote a separate section of our book to die trial pieces and off-metal 
Proofs, and thus we would be delighted to have information on your 1913 Indian Head 5¢ 
Trial piece, and on the set of aluminum trial pieces once owned by Secretary McCulloch. 


I am presently spending much of my research time investigating die varieties in the pattern 
series. I'1l be forwarding information to you on these once I've completed my study. I 
can say at present that I am aware of two or more die varieties of each of the following: 
J=206, 20S, 235, 298, 300, 666, 1550, all of which are in your collection. 


We appreciate the interest that you have shown in the pattern reference book project, and 
will keep you updated on the progress on the work until the reference book is complete. 
Any comments, suggestions, and additional information that you can supply will be highly 
valued. 


Pil bs 169)4 


Andrew W. Pollock, III 
Staff Numismatist 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


AWP/c11 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Eric RB Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


March 14, 1990 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


You should be and are entitled to be immensely proud of the cataloging 
and sale of the Garrett Collection. It is a lifetime accomplishment 
to create a superb illustrated history of American numismatics in a 
set of commercial sales catalogs. 


I am proud to be the recipient of a presentation volume and I thank 
you. 





Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 14, 1990 


Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 
Enclosed is a suggestion for NumLit. Please feel free to change it 
in any way you wish. I hope it isn't too long. Thank you for taking 


care of this matter. 


ee 


Sincerely, 





Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


Eric P. Newman, The Early Paper Money of America, Third Edition 
(Iola, WI 1990) 482 pages. Krause Publications. Hardbound. 


It is fortunate for an author to have the opportunity of updating and 
revising a historical compendium which was originally written about 
25 years ago and to be able to include new findings and suggestions 
developed by his own research and that of others. The expanded third 
edition of The Early Paper Money of America is such a product. Newly 
discovered issues as well as new denominations of previously known issues 
have been added, particularly those of Robert Morris on behalf of the 
United States; New York small change notes; and the 1780 Connecticut 
issue guaranteed by the United States. Several issues known only through 
records have had examples discovered and are now illustrated, the most 
unusual of which are an early John Law issue and the Spanish Colonial 
issue of 1782. The text of the book has been substantially reorganized. 
A new appendix covering exchange values of Money of Account for each 
colony and state shows coordination with major inflationary and 
deflationary paper money events, such as. revaluations, redemptions, 
laws, and regulations. A little known letter of Benjamin Franklin 
defining "Nominal Money" is published numismatically for the first time, 
as well as some of his original sketches for designs on Continental 


Currency. New indices have been added covering legends and mottoes; 
printers, engravers, and designers; and watermarks. The signatures 
on bills have been extensively supplemented for those interested in 
autographical matters. The separate section on counterfeit bill 


description has been enlarged and some illustrations of counterfeit 
bills have been added. Additional symbols have been provided for better 
identification of types of bills. Current values have been assembled 
by a team of professional numismatists. The inclusion of a color plate 
section has both beauty and exciting realism. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


INSURED MAIL : 
April 25, 1990 


Ms. Liz Arlin, Manager 

Direct Sales Department 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Order #46053 
Ref #18977 


Dear Liz: 


You were kind enough to send me on approval at my request to Rick Bagg 
a 1773 proof Virginia large planchet 1/2d known as ld. I was thinking 
about improving the one I already have. I find that there is not enough 
difference in condition to warrant my grading up. The coin is returned 
herewith. 


ar 


Thanks for your courtesy in sending it. It will find a nice home somewhere. 


Singeérely, 


a 


yc 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN :bv 


For Terms of Sale, see reverse side. 





YOUR ORDER WAS ENTERED ON: ORDER NUMBER: 


O4/08 7 70 4605 3 
Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. sernese'etretirnimer 
J Please read the reverse of this 


Box 1224 e Wolfeboro, NH 03894 e (603) 569-5095 e Fax line: (603) 569-5319 form for our Terms of Sale. 
“Your friends-in the rare coin business’’ 


REF # CODE QUANTITY DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE AMOUNT 
18977 i id 1773 VIRGINIA PRE? 6995.00 £995.00 


DEAR MR. NEWMAN: 

SNCLUSED io the Lff{S VIRGINIA PIECE WHICH YOU 
PiSUCtiSobD MITH KICK EAGG. {| HOPE THE COIN WILL 
MARE A NICE ADUITTIUN 10 YOUR COLUNIAL COLLECTION. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED BUSINESS WITH OUR 
PIRM, if [5 VERY MUCH APPRECIAIED. 

BES! Wishteso--Liz ARLIN, AANAGER, DIKECT SALES DEFT 


Li, 20 


LU pnoes VALUE $6,975.00 RCVD: 
MERCH Fm Pi TAX TOTA 
$6,770.00 80.00 $0.00 $5,775.00 
BILL TO: SHIP) TO: 


ERIC FP NEWMAN 
BOK 14020 
a. BULLS AU 6317s 


Please Note: Your charge card is billed for merchandise after shipment is made. 
CODE: B — This item is currently out of stock. It will be shipped to you separately as soon as possible. 











BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





May 8, 1990 Cnn ey 

Box 1224 
Eric P. Newman WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
Box 14020 (603) 569-5095 
St. Louls, MO.631735 Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Dear Mr. Newman; 
We are in receipt of the 1773 Virginia penny recently returned per invoice #46053. 
Your account with us has been credited in the amount of $6995.00. 


Hopefully we will be able to select coins for you in the future which better 
meet your collection needs. 


QE Z 


Lede, R [li 
Senior Numismatist 


MB/gaw 





Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


May 8, 1990 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman Fax (603) 569-5319 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sf. .veuis,: MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for your letter of May 4. I am glad to hear that you got two Massachusetts 
items from the Rideout Collection. The November offering from the Rideout Collec- 
tion will include early American fiscal paper, documents, autographs, etc. Some 
of these items are particularly important as historical documents. 


I have amended my notes in your 3rd. edition concerning Wismer's 1729 North 
Carolina rarity. 


As I come across other references to contemporary counterfeits, I will send them 
on to you. I recently finished reading Kenneth Scott's "Counterfeiting in Colonial 
New Hampshire", and note that false 25 shilling notes of the May 20, 1/1/ New 
Hampshire issue were printed in Ireland and imported to Boston. Apparently there 
was a gang of counterfeiters located in Providence, Rhode Island, which made its 
money by uttering these notes in Massachusetts and New Hamsphire. I was surprised 
to learn that the counterfeiting operation was conducted in Ireland, but perhaps I 
should not have been? 


On another matter, thank you for looking at Andrew Pollock's false NE sixpence. 
It does remind me of the false Pine Tree shilling described by Gary Trudgen in 
1984. It would appear, therefore, that Noe-4 of the NE series was a 19th century 
forgery. The piece is, of course, identical to your "Fabrication NL 
Yours truly, 

hL0 
Michael J. Hodder 


MJH/mkv 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 


Bee ee ee eee, ee ns ene 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


April 18, 1990 


Mr. and Mrs. Eric. PF... Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Lows, MO 63105 

Dear Eric and Evelyn, 

My friend Tim Westman, who runs Westman's Weathered Barn, purveyors of New Hampshire 
and Vermont food products, advises me that the 1990 crop of maple syrup, just gathered, 
is particularly fine this year. Under separate cover I am having him send you a sample 
of this, together with some other "goodies" which I know you will enjoy. 


All good wishes to you from all of us here at Bowers and Merena Galleries. 


Sincerely urs, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/dw 


Your friends in the rare coin business 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax (603) 569-5319 


Dear Friend, 


Your copy of our Sussex Collection catalogue has been mailed, and you should receive it 
soon. Comprising thousands of lots described and illustrated in 348 pages, the Sussex Collection 
sale offers coins, tokens, medals, and paper money to satisfy virtually every interest and specialty. 
Great rarities are in abundance as are popular issues, type coins, commemoratives, etc. in high 
grades. Check the index carefully so as not to miss asingle item! 


From the comfort and convenience of your home or office you can participate in our auction. 
We are just atelephone call, fax message (an especially popular way of bidding in our sales), or 
letter away. Each of our recent sales has attracted an increasing number of mail bidders. Our 
“Maximum Expenditure” option, explained as No. 15 in our Terms of Sale, is the ideal way to 
maximize your success. You can bid on up to EIGHT times your budget, and be assured of 
spending no more than you want to! For example, if your budget for our sale is $5,000 you can 
send us $40,000 worth of bids! We will then follow your bids as the coins are sold, bidding for your 
account until the authorized maximum expenditure of $5,000 is reached. 


lf you are not buying now, then perhaps you might consider selling. Over the years we have 
sold hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth of coins for over 10,000 consignors, in the process 
earning eight of the top 10 world’s rare coin auction records and handling the top several most 
valuable collections ever to cross the block. Whether you have afew thousand dollars’ worth of 
coins for sale (our minimum due to bookkeeping considerations) or $25,000,000 worth (as The 
Johns Hopkins University did when they consigned the Garrett Collection to us), we would be 
delighted to showcase your holdings in a beautiful Grand Format™ catalogue and present your 
coins to our worldwide clientele of active and enthusiastic bidders. Your toll-free call to Dr. Richard 
A. (“Rick”) Bagg, our director of auctions, at 800458-4646 will bring you complete information. 
Details of our transaction with you will be held in confidence. 


lf you are an active buyer, our Sussex Sale awaits you. linvite you to bid by telephone, fax, or 
mail, or to attend the sale in person in New York City June 11th through the 13th. A great sale 
awaits you, with many great opportunities. lf you are thinking of selling, we would be honored to 
present your coins in our next sale. Either way, we await the pleasure of hearing from you. 


we yours, 


Q. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 





AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, a 


July 2, 1990 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missourt 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Now that our September catalogue is closed to consignments, Dave Bowers and I are 
turning our sights toward our New York City sale to be held in November, and our 
spring 1991 auction season. Although you may not wish to part with any pieces 
now, on the other hand perhaps you just might - so I am writing to remind you of 
my continued interest in presenting for you some of your duplicate early Proof 
coins and other pieces which may be redundant to your holdings. As you know, IL 
am at your service and would be delighted to visit with you on a moment's notice. 


Dave joins me in wishing you and Mrs. Newman all the best, and a very nice summer. 


Sincerely yours, 


Yanrude 


Richard A. Bags, Pad. 
Director of Auctions 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/mkv 
P.S.: As you may know, we have been awarded the 1991 ANA Centennial Convention 


auction - which might be a nice place to showcase some pieces, in addition 
to our other sales, of course. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 25, 1990 


Mr. Richard Bagg 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Rick: 


Thank you very much for signing the appraisal papers which I sent you. 
I appreciate your cooperation very much. 


I'm sorry that our paths won't cross in Seattle but I will see some 
of your other associates. 





Coftdially, 


Eric Y&. Newman 


EPN: bv 


i 
) 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





Auioust 2, 1990 


= ¢ ; 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Lovis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I thought a lot about the ANS'’s plan for a COAC next spring on American colonial 
and Confederation era coins. The more I thought about it, the more I felt that 
this was a wonderful idea, and an important opportunity to, perhaps, broaden the 
interest in our chosen area of study. The sorts of analytical studies being done 
by the handful of us working in this area are far in advance of anything else 
being produced in United States numismatics, rivals anything being produced 
overseas, and incorporate techniques that are "state of the art". A GOAG, oF, 
hopefully, a series of COAC’s on early American issues, could be a showcase for 
the skills of American numismatists, serving to put us on a more "equal" footing 
with the "Ancients" and Europeans then we have been on before. 


My first thought was to divide the subject of "Early American Coins" into smaller 


areas, which follows your own thinking, I believe. I could envision a series of 
COAC’s on subjects such as: "Early American Silver Coins", "Early American Copper 
Coins", "Early American Currency Issues", "Methodologies In Early American 


Numismatics", and so on. The field is, as you will agree, virtually limitless. 


Last night I worked up a series of possible study/presentation topics, on the 
first of the subjects I just mentioned, Early American Silver Coins. Here is the 
list of topics that 1 came up with: 


1. Massachusetts Silver Issues. 

2. Chalmers’ coins. 

3. Standish Barry’s coins. 

4. The "Feversham" hoard. 

5. The Castine hoard. 

6. British silver coins in circulation. in the colonies. 
7. French silver coins in circulation in the colonies. 
8. Spanish silver coins in cireulation in the colonies. 
9. Confederation era silver off metal strikes. 

10. Great collections of early American silver coins. 
11. Evidence for the minting technology of Massachusetts silver issues. 
12. General historical/economic overview. 
13. The collectors’ viewpoint. 

14. Maryland/Lord Baltimore silver coinage. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


\ 4 


Oe 


Taking these in sequence, for explication: There is a good chance that we could 
have a display at the COAC of all known varieties of Massachusetts silver coins by 
Noe number! Pieces could be obtained from the ANS trays, Joe Lasser, the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Don Partrick’s collection, Andrew Hain’s 
collection, Henry Hettger’s collection, etc. I do not believe that such an 
exhibition has ever been attempted before, and a photographic catalogue of the 
collection could serve not as only an attribution guide, but also a permanent 
record of this particular COAC. Numbers two and three would be fairly short, but 
interesting. The "Feversham" hoard could be described by Joe Lasser, with 
examples on display. I think it would be fascinating to reconstruct the Castine 
hoard, based upon the ANS report of its contents, to show in a graphic way what 
sorts of silver coins were in circulation in the far north at the time the hoard 
was deposited. British silver coins could be discussed by the new ANS curator, 

rench silver coins likewise, or by Breen. Confederation silver off metal strikes 
would be an interesting topic, if a complete population census, type catalogue, 
and technical study were performed. Spanish silver coins could be dealt with by 
the ANS curator, or by Joe Lasser, or by both. Great collections of early 
American silver coins is a perfect topic for John J. Ford, Jr., if he would be 
interested in participating. If not, then there are other possibilities, such as 
Alan Weinberg. Evidence for minting technology of Massachusetts silver coins is a 
subject close to my heart, and would be one that I would like to attempt to 
tackle. I think that Phil Mossman would be perfect for the key note paper, 
providing a general overview of silver coins in colonial circulation. The 
collector's viewpoint might be interesting, if it were delivered by Andrew Hain or 
Alan Weinberg, both of whom are active in the field. The Maryland/Lord Baltimore 
coinage would be an easy subject to tackle, since between Garrett and Norweb the 
known varieties are approachable and my discussion of the issues in the Norweb 
catalogue is fairly thorough. 


As for individuals who might be invited to participate, I could suggest yourself, 
myself, Jim Spilman, Joe Lasser, the new ANS curator (whose name escapes me), 
Breen, Ford (?), Alan Weinberg, and Andrew Hain. I am sure that I have left some 
out, and perhaps you can supply them. Ron Guth is very good with Castorland 
issues, although these were "jetons de presence", but he has shown some technical 
expertise in handling complex die varieties. 


As for exhibits, I believe that we couid persuade most of the serious collectors 
to participate. Additionally, I believe that the ANS might be able to pursuade 
the Massachusetts Historical Society to lend some pieces from their own 
collection. If we invite John Adams to participate, his presence would be 
invaluable in persuading the MHS to lend a hand. 


These are just some thoughts which came to me last night. I am sure that all can 
be improved upon, and would be happy to hear your suggestions. As I told you 
yesterday, I would be honored to be asked to participate in such an important 
undertaking. I would be happy to do so, in whatever capacity the ANS should 
decide. 


On another subject, regarding your requests for photographs of Virginia half 


fs 


pennies by variety, I am afraid that I must tell you that we did not photograph 
the ANS collection, after all. I was mistaken when I told you that we had, and in 
reviewing my photographic notes, I find that I have no detailed photographic 
studies of the Virginia halfpenny coinage by variety. I suggest that you get in 
touch with Jim Spilman, and ask him if you can borrow his photo archives. 


Yours truly, 
hl? 
Michael J. Hodder 


{JH /kdw 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





August 28, 1990 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newnan 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Lois, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

It was nice to see you at the ANA Convention in Seattle. I hope that you and 


Evelyn had a nice time. I am enclosing herewith a photo postcard of the Union 
Station, circa 1914, which Evelyn might like - if she doesn't already possess a 


copy. 

I appreciate your attending my talk at the Educational Forum. I also appreciate 
your fine contributions to the accomplishments of the ANA. If there were five or 
ten more people like you, numismatics would really be in good shape! 


Christie joins me in sending best wishes. 


Sincerel 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Enclosure: 
Postcard as noted 


Your friends in the rare coin business 








FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 4, 1990 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Mike: 


Your New Jersey study in the new A.J.N. is a gem. I sincerely appreciate 
the immense detail in research necessary to assemble such a story. 
I am sure many others do. 


As to whether a transfer hub was made, I would doubt it, as the die 
would have to have been made in the beginning rather than after it began 
to fail. The die just may have been very uniformly hardened and of 

a fine steel mix and the planchets annealed, heated, etc. to produce 

a long, long life for the die. 


Keep writing. 






Sincerely, 


EPN: bv 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


September 7, 1990 i cy 


Box 1224 

WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 

Mr. Eric P. Newman (603) 569-5095 
6450 Cecil Ave. Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Sty Louie, ~ MO) 63105 
peasy Eric’ 


Thank you for your kind comments regarding my New Jersey study. It was the first such 
I had done, took an inordinately long amount of time, and was written well over a year 
ago. Since then, I have streamlined the methodology, completed three other similar 
studies (non published), and have revised the dating of state II to 1788! I have just 
finished a study of James F. Atlee, which Jim Spilman apparently wants to publish, and 
which throws open all the Atlee attributions for further study. 


I think you are right about a transfer hub. Now that I think about it, the perfect 
state of reverse J is much more infrequently found than the broken states. If a trans- 
fer hub had been made to create dies, one would expect a more frequent occurrence of 
the perfect state. Thanks for this tip. 


Yours truly, 
Michawt ) 
Michael J. Hodder 
Director of Research 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 19, 1990 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


While checking an article in a 1906 NUMISMATIST, the enclosed 1906 souvenir 
of George F. Heath fell out. It is printed on the back of the common 
Hungarian money-raiser note. I cannot determine whether Heath himself 

put these out or whether Dr. Disbrow put them out. But in any event, 

Heath stamped it paid and must have sent it along with a current NUMISMATIST. 


I would be interested to know if you found such an item in writing your 
centennial history. Naturally, if you think this can be used in any 
way for the benefit of the ANA, it is available for reproduction. 


~ 


My kindest regards. 


Sincerely, % 





Eric 


EPN: bv 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





September 26, 1990 \ 


Box 1224 
W OLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for the envelope enclosing the notes from you and Evelyn. I never cease 
my amazement at all of the different things you both are involved with! 


With regard to the Heath promotinoal note, I do believe I saw one of these - but I 
have seen so many ANA things that I cannot tell for sure. "The ANA Centennial His- 
tory" is now in the process of being paginated and indexed. The book has been 

laid out through the year 1953 and is over 800 pages at this point, assuring that 
the final book will be over 1,000 pages - not that this is important, but it is 

a "magic number" of sorts. Of course, I suppose this doesn't make much sense 
financially. 


All good wishes from here. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


October 1, 1990 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louie. MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 
I am writing simply to say "hello" and to enclose a copy of our new auction brochure. 


We have just finished our catalogue of the Chris Schenkel Collection - amounting to 
440 pages! - and when it is printed I shall of course send you a copy. Dave and I 
are now looking toward the 1991 auction season, which will include sales in Cali- 
fornia and New York as well as the 1891-1991 ANA Anniversary Convention Sale in 
Chicago. As you know, I feel that certain duplicate early Proof coins and other 
pieces which you have would do exceedingly well at auction, and should you wish 

to consign any of these, I would be pleased to come to St. Louis and make arrange- 
ments. Anyway, this is something for you to keep in mind. 


Dave Bowers joins me in sending best wishes. 
Sincerely, 

Dr. Richard A. Bagge 

Director of Auctions 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/mkv 


Enclosure: 
Auction brochure 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


October 12, 1990 


Box 1224 
Mr. Eric P. Newman WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
6450 Cecil Avenue : (603) 569-5095 
St. Louis, MO 63105 Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Dear Eric: 


Further to the proposed COAC next spring on early American coins, I thought you 
might like to know that Richard Doty called me yesterday to discuss his partici- 
pation in the conference. Apparently, Dick had read my description of Let -3205 
in Dave's November sale, and had become inspired to study the usage of a rocker 
press in the Boston Mint to coin some varieties. Dick invited me to participate 
as a joint author with him, but I declined, for various reasons. He asked me Le 
he could pursue the idea I proposed in the description, acknowledging its source, 
to which I happily agreed. I told him that, unlike myself, he had the luxury of 
time to pursue this project, whereas I had been thinking about it for some years 
but had not found time to follow through with the idea. I must tell you that lL 
feel somewhat sadened I could not, since I believe that the Massachusetts silver 
series can yield more of its secrets with some further, careful study. If you 
remember, this was one of the topics I proposed in my most recent letter to you 
regarding the proposed COAC on early American coins. 


I believe that it can be shown that several different types of coining presses were 
used in the Boston Mint, including a rocker press, screw press, and simple anvil 
press. Further, I believe that the traditional stylistic progression, commonly 
accepted, NE-Willow-Oak-Pine is toosimple, and that in some cases "older" types 
were coined contemporaneously with "newer" ones. In other words, I do not believe 
that the NE issue ceased with the introduction of the Willow issue, and so on. Il 
think that the evidence for minting technology that can be seen on some varieties 
will show this. I hope that Dick is able to pursue this line of inquiry, as well. 


Not having heard further from you regarding the COAC, should I plan on participating; 
myself, or not? 


Yours truly, 


hl 
Michael J. Hodder 


MJH/dtm 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





October 12, 1990 , 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Richard Doty Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
Smithsonian Institution 


MAH 4000 
Washington, DC 20560 


Dear Dick: 


Further to our telephone conversation of yesterday morning, regarding the evidence 
seen on some Massachusetts silver varieties for the minting technology employed, 
here is some additional information and suggestions, which might save you some "leg 
work", 


The constancy of reverse die alignment in the Willow Tree issue is interesting, 
especially if, as Noe suggested, the dies were "free to chatter”. . CE. Norweb: ~ LLSi7, 
note. 


Cf Norweb: 1188, note. This was the first time I noted at any length the possibility 
of a rocker or roller die press being used in the Boston Mint. The recent November, 
1990 auction sale reference that caught your eye (lot 5505) drew on this. 


Cf Bowers and Merena sale 9/86: 654. This was a very interesting example of the NE 
shilling, as it showed indisputably that the planchet had been cut from strip, but 
whether prior to or after striking I cannot tell. However, it does show that some 
form of a screw-press planchet cutter was in use at the time it had been coined. In 
this regard, I have sent you copies of correspondence between myself and Jim Spilman 
and Eric Newman, which might be of use. 


There are other suggestions in my cataloguing of the Norweb Collection regarding the 
manufacturing processes used in the Boston Mint, as in lot 1191. I believe that the 
long, parallel vertical straight edges on some Pine Tree shillings can be explained 
as trimming following striking, to acquire the statutory weight. There are very 
obvious signs on some Pine Tree examples of the use of a screw-press type planchet 
cutter. I think we will find that what has traditionally been called a "witch piece" 
is nothing more than a coin which betrays its manufacturer on a rocker press. 


Apart from the ANS Collection, you might want to get in touch with Joe Lasser, Henry 
Hettger, Andy Hain, and Tony Terranova for specimens for examination. Also, Jim 
Spilman has a good file on the Massachusetts silver series and implications for the 
technology employed thereon. 


I would not be surprised to find that, once you had completed your study, the old Noe 
stylistic sequence lay in ruins! Personally, I feel it is entirely likely that some 

NE pieces were struck contemporaneously with some Pine Tree varieties, and, perhaps, 
some Oak Tree issues, also. I have never felt comfortable with the eight year contract 


Your friends in the rare coin business 





he 


Mr. Richard Doty -2- October 12, 1990 


sequence proposed for the Massachusetts silver issues, although it does have some 
logical elegance. While the length of the contract terms may be sound, I see no 
absolutely necessary reasons for proposing the stylistic sequence that is generally 
accepted now. As you said yesterday, breaking the Noe sequence would, indeed, solve 
some of the problems the series now presents to us. 


Another area that needs re-examination is the evidence for the emmission sequence of 
the various varieties. A die-interlock chart and emmission sequence would, I believe, 
be a necessary starting point for any examination of the technology employed in the 
Mint, as it would serve to create what I call the relative chronology for the series 
and hence, the technology employed. 


I wish you luck with this project, which is both a big and important one. Were I not 
locked into the trade side of numismatics, I would have pursued this myself some time 
ago. This subject was, in fact, on the list of proposed topics I sent to Eric Newman 


some weeks ago, when he called me to mention that the ANS was planning a COAC on early 
American issues! 


Sorry if this letter has been somewhat rambling. 


Yours. truly, 


Michael J. Hodder 
MJH/dtm 


Enclosures 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 
Wi 





October 29, 1990 . J 
Box 1224 

WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 

(603) 569-5095 


Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO) 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you for your enclosures, which arrived today. 


I have given the new copy for your article on Heath's Counterfeit Detectors to our 
Graphics Department, and it will be set in type accordingly. Please let me have 
the new one-page illustration as soon as possible, as we are close to formatting 
your article for final publication. I shall send you photocopies of your article, 
as it will appear in the final book, once we have formatted it. Please feel free 
to look it over, make any suggestions that you wish, and we will do our best to 
accommodate them. 


Thank you for the notes on my article on the 1787 Immunis Columbia. Several of 
the suggestions that you made were made by others, and have already been incor- 
porated. I have revised the metrology of the large planchet specimens to take 
into account your piece. Yours is, clearly, struck over another coin, and it is 
almost certainly a 26-S. I am waiting to hear from Walter Breen, and once I have 
incorporated any suggestions that he cares to make, I will, if you would like, 
send you a copy of the final version of the paper. 


Yours truly, 


hl 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director of Research 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw 
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October 29, 1990 - 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you for your enclosures, which arrived today. 


I have given the new copy for your article on Heath's Counterfeit Detectors to our 
Graphics Department, and it will be set in type accordingly. Please let me have 
the new one-page illustration as soon as possible, as we are close to formatting 
your article for final publication. I shall send you photocopies of your article, 
as it will appear in the final book, once we have formatted it. Please feel free 
to look it over, make any suggestions that you wish, and we will do our best to 
accommodate them. 


Thank you for the notes on my article on the 1/787 Immunis Columbia. Several of 
the suggestions that you made were made by others, and have already been incor- 
porated. I have revised the metrology of the large planchet specimens to take 
into account your piece. Yours is, clearly, struck over another coin, and it is 
almost certainly a 26-S. I am waiting to hear from Walter Breen, and once I have 


: 
; 
i 


incorporated any suggestions that he cares to make, I will, if you would like, 
a you a copy of the final version of the paper. 


Yours truly, 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director of Research 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 14, 1990 


Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Mike: 


There was an unnecessary delay in the preparation of the additional 
picture for my article on the Heath Detectors and I am sending you the 


best print that I received as well as the negatives. It is my thought 
that if you could print from one of the other negatives, you might get 
more contrast, and I would appreciate if you do it. [I cannot tell which 


negative was used for the enclosed print but since my emphasis is on 
the lower portrait on the right, I would like to see this item a little 
lighter on the darker places. 


I am sorry to create this extra nuisance but I believe you can handle 
it better than I. Thank you for your continued cooperation. 


Please return the new print when you return the other illustrations. 


gate 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Michael Hodder December 2, 1990 
Bowers & Merena 

Box i224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


ANS Anthology - Heath Article 


Dear Michael, 


Thank you for sending me the page proofs for my Heath article 
on November 28, 1990. .The transfer from the corrected tape at the 
ANA to your machine was very excellent, but a few typos and some 
make-up errors Slipped in. 


Mame neadeal., 3, 11, bo, 14, 19, 20,21, 26, 27, 28, 
29, & 30 with minor corrections noted on then. 


Whatever ornaments you feel are effective in the table next 
to the moved subtitles of TYPE (not Variety) will be fine with me. 
I just want emphasis on the TYPE separations, such as 
KXk) TYPE 2B (XXX, so that Varieties which follow each TYPE are 
easily distinguished. 


I would like copies of the modified pages along with the 
illustration pages so I can check then. 


When the page numbering is arranged please be sure to have the 
Finding Key portion filled in. 


Thank you for your continued cooperation and if you need 
anything further from me just let me know. 


Sincerely, 
£ oe 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:ts 


i cep Sik 1 Obatregtins CU) 


ie hs page 


the 1187 Brwchsear tree pollona $9 AY Je OS the 
Auer Uf Pay 1s Sie sigs daca wa ee 
pee eee the drogen re Wei eee TR Hy 
fate Sinal{ bMs BRASHEC. pm, Ue (7E2 peces 
nity ae on 
ar oe pret 


/ 
tha bh L727 Aluka ee Aff eLohncy 


at 
Fee ak bt ned Mlle, Ducting a Cele oe 
bev ytiatimyp gu hgh UT be. paseds Ae a eee 
es the (287 greces ob orn Th Sclucirie 
i [TEE hee ae 
Sone Pop poeeee plan colt pended bymelt 
rhe betting on ge ane RS a a Love 
porch Ard a ee Pe ee NOS ol Leeratirrg 


racen ne thi, CEB) A ga Clagt 74? Pip thee 
rr Ap tak tra pent evant al 
Se eee 
wnt Letlerecy on te Creas aide The! 742 
Po Se Wigs ES elie ie) ae 
pill cds bate “nage. Compane WX Ey Be 


TT om ack sie nen i eo 
Ll) Log Lie aie Ae on Le Patce © 
te os ee ee tRdees gublding 1 Ue CL 


way ait dow a he (787) proces. 





Spy 
42 


] Lr} re 140 
Se aia 


bie eee 
Be poy es Ske, Aetly w 1O conntor 
0 bested oh . 6d hy ebep 2 ober, gake, 
Avant ae eo Met ed oan 7S oes 
Die tan ret pe ths Nome On Td atl haw Ahadl > 
Wl 4h bn frtecred ane , le wertdhnd, tir a» © 
5s Wit wo: uct a feel ta. ia Ne ‘mee: eee baa 
Becue it aa ts Kad plata tort tele. \be won oF 
Sadi bocateh,, tepeyh pune tus epictetion . tie old 
setiahe) the Ty sb pies will & eh 
th, chee lp Go LZ42~ GGA prreew ees 
“Lo Car, A al : deceuse they did sig PE ee 
fait backs tke gente thses ry etinuigwlar edges | 
te time CUA. Pi keticas Ag loch pen 
ee ultra fd Aivin WO 
Sy: ee 





Be tte Chae ee at) 
ts be chiucke wrth a bagtr die Ys Tee 
te 174 r Meta vy The midhle differ feom Tle (TUYV 
ate ofete hes, tert Lo on seta | Samlemimd tt 
Hou tisPAW, 39+ 
Beuileie. 


Latthy Cte 19% 
epg y x Credle pereerne 
it, ertide pails i ate eens TE lirerg 
ad) , Qt- ae mery 
pews m meh—7 one Anes Cie er 
Aare Chia ged Ava (762 GSE 
br he Ne Te ka ely ac WW ar See derresporlinec 


Saag ged 


s 








SA 
be 


i sl SK eT MeO TT POT 5 pleee 
che cuties AP eae 


ta LA Mitaad Pirge Aad EEE 





termed Ire . Wohin Fill weight 
Fe Gk prea dike We Te Wbaodas oie 
mito eeu ntr pert Cal a 


i Vay . 
| es wie’ maaae B71 Sepre trl tl 

Sect tel hetak wt ena 
tTrguble te Disa mn earne. by Big y P 
rae beh was fy (787 ci ahead: bg ant Chge 
Mes FR Tee 

Sf seis re Pa i ial a Ling f the eb bone 
ei detlern JS Brag rite ae, Pia aaa 
Wag bie is 1S , He xa wit dhelleh orirygh 
be COR. Lz, 1797 perv’ pep 
hocerabad | ‘oes a pectin F te re 7 he 

He ei 


9 poaeucle. 
Da wedy Artboen.' s atts 
wed Pigs ee 


Lael dates ae 


saan? gua ihe 


ease tf ga fk ts eon cence a (742 
ea ‘ topos fe (bie doch si es 
we etude ypc tas pre baler pa remy 


ata 





AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


December 26, 1990 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Avenue Box 1224 
St. Louis, MO 63105 WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 

(603) 569-5095 
Dear Eric: Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Thanks for sending me the copy of your letter December 18, addressed to Mark 
Auerbach. 


As promised, here is all the data I currently have on the undertypes of New Jersey 
Maris /l-y. This represents coins that I have seen, myself. There are other 71- 
y's, which I have not seen; I do not include date on those, since I have not 
verified undertypes, weights, etc. 


WEIGHT UNDERTYPE 
Lu. ¢¥.2 eens. Struck over Machin’s Mills 1787. 
ent 62.2 .efaines Struck over 1781 Hibernia. 
3; » 4.68 Stains | Struck over 1787 Connecticut. 
4. 88.6 grains. No undertype. 
Die SOs TEL aens Struck over counterfeit George II 


halfpenny, not Irish. 


Ge. 106.9 grains’. No undertype. 

dae r0e.7 geaing: Struck over 1787 Connecticut. 

By ela 3 erainss buruck over 1/787 ‘Connecticut, M 232% 2 - 
7 ae 

Se 2450 grains: Struck over counterfeit George II 
halfpenny. 


These are all the specimens that I have information on. 


Yours! truly, 


Hl 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director of Research 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw Your friends in the rare coin business 
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February 14, 1991 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St, Lours, “MO "63 105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you very much for sending the xerox copies. These WiLl’ fit in nicely with 
the fund of information I have been consulting in connection with the new 
commemorative book. I have a researcher working in the National Archives in 
Washington and also at the Commission of Fine Arts digging out material, and I 
acquired much from other sources. When completed the commemorative book will be 
much more comprehensive than anything else ever created. Of course, there is 
always the risk that there will be too much information - but as a lover of 
trivia, I always think that other people will share the same interest. Anyway, lI 
shall include you in the credits and shall furnish you with a complimentary copy 
upon publication, probably early this summer. 


You will be interested in knowing that the American Numismatic Association books 
have been completed. Both will go to the printers next week. "The Centennial 
History of the American Numismatic Association," written by me, will be over 1,/00 
pages and will be in two matching hardbound volumes. The page size will be 8 1/2 
x 11 inches - the same size used for the Anthology. "The ANA Centennial 
Anthology" will be over 375 pages and will, as you know, contain contributions 
from many important people in numismatics. A press run of 1,500 of each is 
planned. Members of the 1891 Club will automatically receive copies of "The ANA 
Centennial History," accounting for somewhere around 600 to 700 copies, leaving 
the balance available for sale. All of the "Anthology" copies will be for sale. 

I understand that Headquarters will be making a special discount offer to the 1891 
Club in this regard. Others will be available on the open market. Headquarters 
does not want any special bindings, etc., so this idea has not been pursued. In 
fact, Headquarters is on such a tight budget that there will not be the normal 
review copies sent to numismatic writers, although I will try to persuade them to 
free up at least enough copies to send to the editors of "Numismatic News" and 
"Coin World." Members of the ANA Board of Governors will not even receive free 
copies! (However I understand that most of them are members of the 1891 Club, so 
perhaps this cancels out.) I am not at allsaying that what Headquarters is doing 
is not favorable, for it is their business. The only reason for my mentioning it 
is that you had corresponded with me earlier on the subject of specially-bound 
editions, and I wanted to bring you up to date. As I understand it, a free copy 
of the "Anthology" will be made available to every contributor to the "Anthology." 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Eric, thank you for your fine friendship and help with so many different projects. 
I look forward to seeing you in St. Louis at the Central States Convention in 
early May. All good wishes to you and Evelyn. 


Sincerely, 


o, d Bowers 


QDB/kdw 







AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


Cohen great collections are sold, S8owers and CMerena sells them 


February 14, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

We are now laying the groundwork for our auction to be held in con- 
junction with the American Numismatic Association Centennial Convention 
in August, and I wanted to invite you to participate in this event. 
Should you have any duplicates that you might want to consign to this 
event - and since you rarely want to part with any of your coins - you 
could use the proceeds from the sale to have us locate pieces you still 
require for your collection. 

If this sounds appealing, just give me a call at 1-800-458-4646. 

With all good wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Richard A,  Bage 

Director of Auctions 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/mkv 


BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 * (800) 458-4646 © (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 
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February 26, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

SE, Louis, MO 635505 


Dear Eric: 


As a known collector of pattern coins, I wanted you to be aware that Auctions 
by Bowers and Merena, Inc. will be showcasing an absolutely spectacular offer- 
ing of patterns in our June 10-12 public auction sale to be held in New York 
City at the prestisious St. Moritz Hotel on Central Park South. 


Highlights of this offering will be a unique 1806 quarter eagle die trial in 
white metal from the King Farouk and Abe Kosoff collections, and an extremely 
rare 1866 Merriam $3 Lincoln Head reeded edge piece in gold - one of just two 
or three known to us - from the King Farouk and Amon Carter collections. A 
selection of four different rare and desirable $4 Stella patterns in copper 
and aluminum, and the unique 1879 Flowing Hair Stella in white metal from the 
Kaufman collection are sure to delight even the most discriminating collector. 


Other important pieces to be offered are the exceedingly rare 1872 eagle struck 
in copper using regular dies, J-1248, and the desirable 1878 pattern $10 designed 
by William Barber, J-1579. A number of unusual and unique die trials will also 
be offered. 


In the event that you have pattern pieces that you would like to consign to our 
June sale, we would be delighted to showcase them for you. All consignments 
should be in our offices the week of March 11. Catalogues for this sale should 
be in the mail by the first of May. 


If I can answer any questions or be of any assistance, please do not hesitate 
to call me, or Andrew W. Pollock III of my staff (our staff pattern expert who 
will be cataloguing this selection). 


Sincerely yours, 
ok. 


Dr. Richard A. Bagg 
Director of Auctions 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/kdw 
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hen great collections are sold, S8owers and CMerena sells them 


April 8, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sr... Lows. MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am writing to say "hello" and to say that I am now gathering consign- 
ments for the American Numismatic Association Centennial Convention sale 
to be held in Chicago. The deadline for consignments is just slightly 
over a month away. If you would be interested in consigning some of 

your duplicates or other material I would be pleased to work with you. 
Dave Bowers will be in St. Louis for the Central States Convention 

early in May and could of course stop by and see you and pick up whatever 
you wish to consign. 


All good wishes to you from all of us here. 


Sincerely, 


[Cate 


Dr. Richard A. Bagg 
Director of Auctions 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/mkv 


BOX 1224 © WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 © (800) 458- 4646 « (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 
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April 26, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Box 14020 
Se. tous, MO 63778 


Dear Eric: 

Tim Westman, our friend who runs Westman’s Weathered Barn (purveyors of natural 
New Hampshire and Vermont products), stopped by the office recently and told me 
that the 1991 maple syrup crop is now being gathered, and that it has a par- 
ticularly fine aroma and taste. Under separate cover I am having Tim send you a 
sample of the 1991 crop, plus some Cabot's aged cheddar cheese (one of my favorite 
delicacies), and some other "goodies" which I know you will enjoy. 


All of us here at Bowers and Merena Galleries appreciate your friendship. 


Sincere yours, 


Q. David Bowers ~ 
Chairman of the Board 


Raymond N. Merena 
President 


QDB/kdw 
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UPN 
Copy 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Lowis, Missouri 63105 


April 30, 199] 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Dear Dave: 
You positively have extrasensory perception. You wrote me on April 
26, 1991, and the enclosed copy of a letter to me from a Columbus, Ohio 
friend and Central America participant is dated April 26, 1991. Did 
you cause him to write by positive thinking? 
Please favor me by not disclosing anything about that letter to anyone. 
My wife told me that she now looks forward to a Columbus visit. 

My best to your family, 

oe - 
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May 6, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowis, 20 63105 


Dear Erie: 


Thank you for your letter and the enclosure. As I understand it, the 
treasure seekers have been romanced by many different people, and 
probably those making the most noise or engaging in the biggest promises 
are getting the most attention. 


From our viewpoint I feel that the participation of our firm would 

not only greatly benefit the bottom line, but would also see the 
presentation of the material in a form for posterity. 1. have indi- 
cated to Bob Evans (of the Columbus Discover America Group) that I 

can come to Columbus at any time, but I have not received any encourage- 
ment. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 
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May 31, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St > howls: MO. .63105 


7 


Dear Eric: 


You will find this letter upon your return, so let me welcome you back and hope 
that you had a very pleasant and relaxing round-the-world excursion! 


Have you seen Victor Gadoury'’s 1991 catalogue of French and Belgian jetons? His 
number 2436 (p. 180) may interest you. It is a silver jeton dated 1595 from the 
city of Horne, Flanders. Its reverse type is the important part of the jeton, for 
it shows two jars floating with a legend around reading SI COLLIDIMVR FRANGIMVR. 
The type and inscription is identical (save for a change in voice) to the Georgia 
1776 and 1777 $2 emblems. 


I note that you refer to several early European emblem books, but not having these 
in my library or knowing their earliest dates of publication, I sent you this 
reference just in case it might be a particularly early use of the emblem. 

Yours truly, 

KW 

Michael J. Hodder 

Director of Research 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw 
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Provinces et Villes de Belgique et des Pays-Bas - Flandres 
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2429. Jeton argent 1577. AFFLICTOS. DOCET. 
VIAM. SVAM. 1577. Le prophéte Elie, assis dans le 
désert, recoit un pain d'une main sortant du ciel. Dans 
le nuages, le nom Hébreu de Jéhovah. FR: LIBERAT. 
A. CONDEMNANTIBVS. ANIMAM. EIVS. Da- 
niel dans la fosse aux lions, assis a droite. Une main 
sortant des nuages l’enléve par les cheveux. Méme 
nom de Jéhovah. FL1STT1 

Van Loon p. 235 Sup belle patine, trés rare 4500 


2430. Jeton cuivre jaune ND. LIBER. REVINCIRI. 
LEO. PERNEGAT. Le Pape et le roi d’Espagne 
tenant un lion (la Belgique) enchainé. Ri: ROSIS. 
LEONEM. LORIS. MVS. LIBERAT. Rat rongeant 
le collier d’un lion couché, enchainé 4 une colonne 
avec la statue de l’Inquisition. 

F. 13786 var. TB 150 


2431. Jeton cuivre jaune ND. Idem mais de module 
F. 13789 


plus petit. BaTB 120 





2432. Jeton argent 1582. PRODITIONE. NON. 
ARMIS. AGITVR. Jauregui, armé d'un pistolet, 
cachant une dague dans son dos, tente d’assassiner le 
Prince d’Orange. 9: PRODITOR. TANDEM. LVET. 
1582. Un nuage de gréle créve sur le téte du roi 
d’ Espagne; a cdté de lui, son conseiller et son garde 
du corps. A l’exergue: 1582. F. 13796 Wan Loon 
p. 309 Sup belle patine et trés rare 6800 






2433. Jeton argent 1586. E.R. EST ALTRIX. ES- 
VRIENTIVM. La reine Elisabeth d’Angleterre as- 
sise de face, présente une épée a deux belges age- 
nouillés; 4 sa droite, une homme debout lui présente 
un placet. A l’exergue: 1586. 8: SERMO. DEI. 
OVO. ENSE. ANCIPI. ACVTIOR. Une €pée en pal, 
dont la pointe est plongée dans le nom en hébreu de 
Jéhovah entouré de nuages rayonnants. =F. 13822 
Van Lonn p. 359 Sup rare 5500 
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2434. Jeton argent 1591. PAX. PATET. INSIDIIS. 
Dans un enclos dont Ja porte est ouverte, une femme 
endormie, appuyée sur ]’écu de Belgique; a ]’entrée, 
deux ambassadeurs dont !'un porte une branche d’oli- 
vier ; en dehors, s’avance l’armée espagnole, dont 
quelques soldats essayent de franchir la palissade, 
Ry: TVTA. SALVS. BELLO. La méme femme dans le 
méme enclos, entourée de ses gardes qui repoussent 
les attaques espagnoles. 

F. 13844 Van Loon p. 416 Sup trés rare 6200 
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2435. Jeton cuivre 1592. PHLE. P. LA. GRACE. DE. 
DIEV. ROY. DE. SPA. Z. Buste drapé et cuirassé a 
droite. R: GECT. DV. BVR. DES. FINANCES. 
1592. Armes d’Espagne, entourées du collier de la 
Toison d’or. F. 13849 mancléTB a TTB 280 


ee argent 1595. TRAHITE. AQVO. IVGO. 
Deuxceufs tirent une charme al'ombre d'un oranger, 
‘dessus, un nuage rayonnant. A l’exergue: 1595. 
R: FRANGIMVR. SI. COLLIDIMVR. Deux gran- 


des umes flottant surles ondes; dermére vue de la ville © 


de Home. A1’exergue: un cor entre deux fleurs de lis. 
F, - Van Loon p. 469 Sup trés rare 6500 
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Provinces et Villes de Belgique et des Pays-Bas - Flandres 
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ton argent (1596). RVMPITVR. HAVD. Tax 
TLE Clo. a cite 1000 + 500 et XCVI 2441. Jeton argent 1741. PERFICERE. URGET. 
(96). Main céleste tenant un triple nceud ou lacs Mercure debout sur de la marchandise, pres d’une 
d'amour. R/: S-C Le lion néerlandais a gauche, tenant come d’abondance remplic de pieces, tend un cadu- 
un faisceau de fléches et une épée. cée a la Ville assise a droite. A l’exergue: une étoile 
F, - (13868) Wan Loon p. 471 Suptrés rare 4800 4 six branches. Ri: signé: I. C. M. Vue de la ville 
fortifiée, devant un paysan récoltant les foins. Au- 
Philippe IV, 1621 - 1665 dessus: une banderole sur laquelle on lit: SVLVA. 
438. Jeton cuivre 1632. FOVENTVR. BALTEA. DUCIS. A l’exergue: MERCATURA: vgs 
LAVRO. 1632. Deux branches delaunerautourd’'un DO. CIVIUM. BONO. INCHOATA. a 
noeud. Ri: Téte d’ange. ERA. IN. FVNDO. PARSI- MDCCXLI. F. - (14118) Sup 9 
MONIA. Un homme a genoux uirant du vin d'un . 
tonneau. Dermeére, un autre grand tonneau debout. 


F. 13938 TB 200 
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2442. Jeton argent 1776. LAETITIA. SILVADU- 
CENSIUM. Le gouverneur a gauche face a Ja Ville a 
droite. A l’exergue: GUBERNAT. V. LUSTR. 
DUCIS. BRUNS. MDCCLXXVI. R: DECUS ET 
SECURITAS. Ange volant @ gauche et tenant au- 
dessus de la ville l’écu de Brunswick. Dessous, une 
banderole sur laquelle on bit: GUBERNET. DIU. A 
l’exergue: S.C. F. - (14118) TIB 00 


2439. Jeton cuivre 1659. PHIL. II. D. G. HISP. ET. 
INDIAR. REX. Z*. Buste drapé et cuirassé a droite. 
2: PERRVMPET. 16-59. Le soleil pergant les nua- 


ges, dans le bas, paysage. 
F. 13968  twovéTBaTIB 300 
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2443. Jeton cuivre (1600). QVOS. ORIENS. SVPER- 
BOS. VIDIT. OCCIDENS. LACENTES. Un toume- 
ee ee gad ora sol sous le soleil levant; a coté, une autre plante fance 
2440. Jeton octogonal cuivre 1832 signé: Michaut. devant le soleil. A l’exergue: S. C. B: SIC. VOS. 
Buste de Louis-Philippe I a droite. i: APRES 25 NON. VOBIS. CID. IbC (Date: 1000+500+100). Le 








- 


JOURS/ DE SIEGE / LA CITADELLE D’ANVERS fort de St.-André entre la Meuse (MOSA) et le ss 


/ EST REMISE / A LA BRAVE ARMEE / FRAN- (VAHALIS). F. 14129 TTB a Sup 
CAISE / LE 23 DECEMBRE / .1832. Nota: Jeton sur la prise du fort de St-André par les Hollan- 
F, - Sup rare 700 dais. 


— 181 — 





patos Sener aPh Sot 





"SPECIAL JETONS" 





Jetons ROYAUX 
| Jetons de NOTAIRES 
: Jetons de JUSTICE 
| Jetons ETABLISSEMENTS FINANCIERS 
| Jetons d' ASSURANCES 
Jetons INSTITUTIONS SAVANTES 
Jetons METIERS et CORPORATIONS 
Jetons MEDECINE 
Jetons MACONNIQUES 
Jetons AMOUR ET MARIAGE 
Jetons de JEUX 

Jetons de MAISONS CLOSES 

| 


Le Bi 


Liste a Prix Fixes 
Fixed Price List 


| Victor GADOURY 
38 Boulevard des Moulins 
MC-98000 Monte-Carlo EN 


reer emer tee on 


MONACO be’ 
Téléfax 93 50 13 39 & 


Tel : 93 20 12 96 ISBN: 2-906602-05-1 


©Copyright 1991, Victor Gadoury 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 5, 199] 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 

Director of Research 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box? 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


Thank you for the comments on the emblems. I examined about 50 emblem 
books at Cambridge University years ago and some of them are very early. 


The jeton you point out is most curious, and I am not familiar with whether 
the jetons were made when dated or whether they were restruck. 


It is always a pleasure to hear from you. 


Sincerely, 
<_ 
Bend 
Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 2I, I99| 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena.,. Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Farren Zerbe would have been as proud of you as all of us were when you received 
the top ANA award and received such sincere appreciation for your ability to 

be a panel member, numismatic theater participant, a social reveler, a meeting 
attendee, and to run a gigantic auction simultaneously with the foregoing. When 
God dealt the cards, you not only got aces and Christy, but also physical and mental 
stamina galore. My congratulations. 


Es 
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Eric P. Newman 
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ae 


EPN:bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 17, I99I 


Mr. Andrew W. Pollock, III 

Staff Numismatist 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Andrew: 

Thank you very much for you addition to the signature material on Continental 
currency in The Early Paper Money of America. | have noted the data in my correction 
copy. | appreciate so much people like you contributing to the improvement of 


complex numismatic subjects. 


| am delighted that your pattern book is progressing well and know that Woodin 


and Judd would be very proud of you. a 
Cordially. 
rs = 
hoe 
Fs 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


Eric R Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


December 4, I99I 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro. NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Thank you very much for the visit of your group to Joe Lasser's office to see the 
gold 1792 Washington President Coin. At least | presume it was something none 
of you had ever seen before. 


Without my knowledge, it was featured in the December 3, 1991 NUMISMATIC 
NEWS, and | enclose a copy. The factual detail in the article was taken from 

the 1976 ANS Studies on Money in Early America. The coin has just been donated 
by me to Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society. 


As soon as the Federal Forms are available for 1991 tangible gifts, | will send them 
to you for signature. The appraised amount can be relayed to me at your convenience. 


My kindest regards and thanks. 


Sincerely, 


ae 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:?bv 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


Qhen great collections are sold, Bowers and CMerena sells them 





December 24, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis,’ MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Dave and I are putting our heads together to plan our 1992 auction 
season, and I am writing to remind you of my continuing interest in 
auctioning for you some of your duplicate coins. I would be pleased 
to work with you in any way possible. As many of the pieces not need- 
ed for your exhibit (because they are duplicates or are specialized 
die varieties) are of great value, the funds could be used by the Eric 
P. Newman Numismatic Education Society for other purchases - or some- 
thing else could be worked out. In any event, I did want to let you 
know of my continuing interest and that on Dave's part as well. 


Best wishes for a Happy New Year. 


Sincer yours, 


Richard A. Bagg, Ph.D. 
Director of Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/raf 


BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 * (800) 458-4646 © (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers December 27, 1991 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

P.O. Box: i224 

Wolfeboro, N.H. 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I have not been invited to Columbus as suggested by my 
Columbus friend but will have a reminder sent indirectly to hin. 
The fear of a "soft market" for such a mass of material may be 
causing a delay in disposition plans. Perhaps tax problems have 


caused delays. 
I will do my best for you and am trying to create the 


opportunity. I will keep you advised of anything worthwhile. 


Sincerely, 
OE as : Pie 
hogete Le Ae tal 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers December 27, 1991 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

PlO. Box t2724 

Wolfeboro N.H. 03894 


Dear Dave, 


In your December 23, 1991 letter you asked me to send you 
anything on the Morgan dollars other than appears an officias 
records. I presume that you are interested in adding to that 
portion and not to dollars as a whole. 

tT do have some interesting things. 1 enclose a copy of the 
Harper’s Magazine comments of 1878 when the dollar appeared. They 
ehoulad lend a bit of comic relief. I also have a number of 
cartoons featuring the Morgan dollar and I enclose copies of some. 
If these are of interest, I will check further. I can have better 
reproductions made if you decide to use any. 

Please let me know your wishes on these matters. I am 
delighted to have my oddities used. _ 


Sincerely, 


Le I ee air 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers December 27, 1991 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

P.O. Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, N.H. 03894 


Dear Dave: 
Your multiple greetings for the holidays were most welcome - 
the personal one, the appraisal one, and the nourishing one. I 
know that your future in numismatics will be greater than your 
amazing past and that is giving you an almost impossible goal. May 
you continue to enjoy everything that you do. 
May 1992 and each New Year find your energies unabated and I 


hope that you and your family will have the good health necessary 
to keep up lives of fulfillment. 


Evelyn joins me in these wishes. 
Sincerely, 


~ 


Pate IP eos 8 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA 
(Airlie G j INC : Mur friends in the rare coin business 








January 16, 1992 


Mr. Eric P,. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Further on one of your letters of December 27, 1991, I would be 
interested in "better copies" - as you put it - of the items listed 
below. Actually, copies you sent weren't all that bad. Sometimes xerox 
copies even improve the originals, as you probably know. However, if 


better copies are available that would be great. Here goes: 


Leslie’s December 8, 1877 - two animated figures of coins titled "The 
Current Question." 


"Daily Graphic" December 12, 1877 - two silver dollar people on 
"pieyeles.“ | 


"Harpers Weekly" December 7, 1878 - "Whom The Gods Wish To Destroy." 


Puck - in German - another "bicycle" made of a silver dollar, not dated, 
but with politician to left and right of "wheel." 


“Daily io” Monday, Auguet 7, 1876 - entire cover including masthead. 
"Daily Graphic" January 11, 1878 - same comment. 

"Daily Graphic" September 13, 1875, "Uncle Sam's New Toy.” 

“Harpers Weekly" July 15, 1893 - cover. 

“Harpers Weekly" March 22, 1884 - page 189. 

"Harpers Weekly" May 25, 1895 - cover. 


"Harpers Weekly" May 12, 1900 - cover. 


BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 038694 © (8.00)°22225993 © (603) 569-5005 « FAR. (6.03) 569-53 19 


Eric, would you be interested in reviewing the manuscript of the silver 
dollar book once it is a little further along? Right now the trade 
dollar section is finished but the silver dollar section isn’t. I could 
send this to you in parts. Don’t say "yes" easily, as I am sure it would 
take quite a bit of reading. 


Thank you again. 


Best personal regards, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/kdw 
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January 16, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sct. Lewis ,\ MGs 1635105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letters of December 27 which were waiting for me when 
I returned from the Florida United Numismatists Convention in Orlando. 
The show went very well, our auction was extremely well attended, and 
everyone seemed to be pleased. Now that the investment fever has sub- 
sided, there seems to be a greater interest in numismatics - which, of 
course, is precisely how it should be. 4 
Thank you for the illustrations of silver dollar related items. I am 1 
sure I will be able to use some of these in the book - with appropriate 
credit to you, of course. You have been very helpful in this regard. 


Concerning the "Central America," I understand that John Ford is a 
primary advisor and has some sort of a connection with Christie's in New 
York Gity. I don't know all of the ramifications, but 1 do think what I 
just said is correct. I also understand that Christie's does not have a 
contract in place but is simply acting as an advisor. Further, Walter 
Breen was to have worked on a book, but I don‘t know what the status of 

the book is now. Earlier, before learning of this, I contacted Bob Evans 
+ this must have been about two years ago - and said that I could write a 
book on the subject, which I still would be happy to do. 





Eric, I believe you said that you were going on vacation - so this letter 
should be awaiting you upon your return. I hope you had a nice time. 
All good wishes to you and Evelyn for a great 1992. 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/kdw 
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AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


Chen great collections are sold. S8owers and CMerena sells them. 





danuary 23,1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newnan 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
ye. Louis, MO’ 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Dave Bowers tells me that you have been sending him some interesting illustra- 
tions for his new book on silver dollars, and also that you have been 

On vacation. I am writing to say “hello” and to let. you know that we 

have just put the finishing touches on our March sale to be held in New 

York City, which will feature old-time collections, including some very 
interesting numismatic material. 


Now we are working on our following sale, to be held in Los Angeles in 
June. I like to keep in touch with you, as you know, so I am writing 
simply to say that if you have any duplicate 19th Century coins which 
you would like to have your foundation auction, I would be delighted to 
work with you. The proceeds could be held and used against purchases, 
or whatever would seem to be reasonable. In any event, we are at your 
service as the occasion arises. 


Best wishes for a very nice 1992. 
Sincerely yours, 


En. 


Dr. Richard A. Bagg 
Director of Auctions 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/sn 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 24, 1992 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers & Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear David: 


I am delighted you can use the cartoons relating to silver dollars. 
Unfortunately, I cannot make better copies by Xerography. The ones 
I sent you are rather good, and hope they will be satisfactory. 


I will gladly review any manuscript you care to send me if you think 
I can be helpful. 


ea 


—_— 


ae 


vtordially, ~ 
4 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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January 16, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Lours.. 70- 63105 





Dear Eric: 

Further on one of your letters of December 27, 1991, I would be 
interested in "better copies" - as you put it - of the items listed 
below. Actually, copies you sent weren’t all that bad. Sometimes xerox 
copies even improve the originals, as you probably know. However, if 
better copies are available that would be great. Here goes: 


Leslie's December 8, 18/7/7 - two animated figures of coins titled "The 
Current Question." 


"Daily Graphic" December 12, 1877 - two silver dollar people on 
“Sieye les,” 


"Harpers Weekly" December 7, 1878 - "Whom The Gods Wish To Destroy." 


Puck - in German - another "bicycle" made of a silver dollar, not dated, 
but with politician to left and right of "wheel." 


"Daily Craphic" Monday, August 7, 1876 - entire cover including masthead. 
"Daily Graphic" January 11, 1878 - same comment. 

"Daily Graphic" September 13, 1875, "Uncle Sam's New Toy." 

“Harpers Weekly" July 15, 1893 - cover. 

"Harpers Weekly" March 22, 1884 - page 189. 

"Harpers Weekly" May 25, 1895 - cover. 


"Harpers Weekly" May 12, 1900 - cover. 
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Eric, would you be interested in reviewing the manuscript of the silver 
dollar book once it is a little further along? Right now the trade 
dollar section is finished but the silver dollar section isn’t. I could 
send this to you in parts. Don’t say "yes" easily, as I am sure it would 
take quite a bit of reading. 


Thank you again. 


Best personal regards, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/kdw 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





January 28, 1992 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sri. euis. MO 65105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter and for the enclosures. Sent to you last week 
or the week before was a response to your other sending of cartoons, etc. 
which you should have by now. I do not need to have the originals of 

any of these, including the one with the Chinese people, although I 
appreciate your offer of this. If [| had dt I would just keep it in my 
file, and it would be best if you returned it - although I realize you 
have a duplicate. I guess what I am trying to say is that I probably 
wouldn't frame it and put it on the wall, although it might be interesting 
to own. 


Thank you for the corrections to the manuscript. I shall send you addi- 
tional printouts as they are finished at this end - with the next one 
on Liberty Seated silver dollars - probably coming in about thirty days. 


I have been immersed myself in 19th Century economics books, references, 
etc. If there is one thing to be gained or understood, it is that no 

two sources have the same facts (unless they obviously copied from each 
other). Further, it seems that very few economists or financial writers 
had a clear understanding of the gold and silver situation in connection 
with the legislation of 1834, 1853, etc. Of everything I have read, the 
close-at-hand and quite familiar (to me) Carothers book, "Fractional Money," 
is by far the best. John M. Willem also writes very responsibly. However, 
most 19th Century information is confusing. For example, Carothers alone 
makes sense of when specie payments were resumed. A number of other sources 
say they were resumed on January 1, 1879, when federal law mandated that 
greenbacks be on a par with coins, but in actuality legislation of 1875 

and 1876 did the job earlier - as you probably already know. It is quite 
interesting that gold and silver coins circulated readily on the West 

Coast after 1862, when such pieces were not seen in the East. 


Your friends 1n the rare coin business 
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In checking numerous sources, some of whom state that silver dollars hardly 
circulated at all, ever, I have concluded that as far as Liberty Seated 
dollars go, issues from 1840 through about 1850 did circulate domestically. 
The year 1841 seems to be a bit rarer in person than its mintage suggests, 
so perhaps quantities of these were exported. Actually, I imagine that 
quantities of all were exported - but mostly used domestically. The reason 
for the low mintage of silver dollars in 1850 and, in particular, 1851 

and 1852 seems to be ascribed to, first, continuing lack of silver bullion 
(which was a problem from the beginning), and perhaps slightly to the 

rise in silver prices, but primarily to the Mint's preference for the 

new gold dollar denomination, which was made in staggering quantities 
(compared to silver dollars earlier). After spring 1853, when silver 

coins from the half dime through the half dollar were revalued, silver 
dollars no longer circulated domestically. Government and other financial 
records seem to indicate that nearly all went to China. Indeed, Dickeson's 
"Numismatical Manual," 1859, already calls the 1854 silver dollar "rare." 


Anyway, I could go on and on, but when you see the manuscript I think 

you will find a lot of information that has never been in print in any 
other single numismatic publication. Researching this has certainly given 
me a better understanding of the silver dollar and trade dollar of the 
19th Century. 


As soon as I receive "improved" copies of the items about which I wrote 
you earlier, I will send these off to my photo engraver and have line 

cuts made for the new book. The book keeps growing, and I have fears 

that it will approach 1,000 pages - but it's a lot of fun in the meantime. 


All good wishes - and thanks again, Eric. 


Sincerely 


Q. Davi owers 


QDB/sn 


BOWERS AND MERENA 
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February 12, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63.105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. I am enclosing herewith the signed copies 
of Form 8283. I have made a duplicate copy for our company files. 


I have not submitted an invoice for this service, as I am happy to do 
it as a friend, however it is being done with the understanding that I 
will be held harmless should the IRS challenge it and if any penalties 
are incurred on my part. 


I believe that from a numismatic viewpoint and from a historical view- 
point, the appraisal is certainly a fair one, and I believe that various 
coins selling in the high hundreds of thousands range such as the 1787 
Brasher doubloon and the 1804 silver dollar substantiate this, not to 
overlook a reported sale of an Extremely High Relief $20 for a price 
reported to be $1.5 million. However, the IRS might because of the amount 
just challenge it anyway - so I mention this possibility. 


With regard to the new book, "Silver Dollars and Trade Dollars of the 
United States: A Complete Encyclopedia," I appreciate the illustrative 
material you have sent. I look forward to receiving the 1861 material 
from Harper's if you can locate it... I shall send it back as soon as it 
is copied. 


I have written to Liza Clain-Stefanelli at the Smithsonian to see if I 

can obtain xerox copies of the Strub die book. Bob Julian did much research 
in the National Archives in the early 1960s, some results of which were 
published in the "Numismatic Scrapbook" circa 1964-1966. In addition, 

some material was not published. All of the material, published and un- 
published, is being used in the new book and will, in my opinion, make 

it a unique reference - together with other information. 


SEE ee 
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Inasmuch as the history of coinage is intertwined with the history of 

the United States, for each year I am going to have a separate small series 
of paragraphs titled, for example, "Elsewhere in 1841 History." I will 
mention briefly advances in transportation, art, literature, financial 
situations, political happenings, etc. I think this will be of interest. 
Without doubt, the history of much of the coinage is tied in with outside 


happenings. 
It was very nice to talk with you yesterday. 


Best peyYsonal regards, 






Q. David Bowers 
QDB/sn 


Enclosure: IRS forms 


cc: Ray Merena for permanent files 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers February 17, 1992 
Box 1224 


Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I am very appreciative of your appraisal of the 1792 
Washington President gold coin. I am sure there will be no 
expenses or problems for you based upon your appraisal, but if 
there are I will take care of them. I notice that there are news 
articles on other American million dollar coins lately. 

Thank you for your prompt and efficient cooperation. 


i 


Sincefely, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers February 17, 1992 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Don’t judge a book by its cover, but if by now you received 
the Harper’s Monthly of December 1861 please do. MThis book has 
marbled outside covers, marbled flyleaves and marbled pages with 
marbled edges on three sides. It hasn’t lost its marbles. 

It has the mint article you wanted and I am pleased to add it 
to your library. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Fepruary 20, 1992 








Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you very much for "Harper's" which arrived in good order. As you 

say, it is really deluxe. I really enjoy early volumes such as this, 

and there is nothing I'd like better than to get a long run of them. I 

have quite a few nineteenth century magazines, mostly bound (which, although 
they are easy to handle, is unfortunate in a way as I also like reading 

the advertisements - which are usually not included), and I have spent 

much time reading articles on unusual subjects. 


In retrospect, it seems that America was more literate back then, and 
enjoyed magazines such as "Harper's," but in actuality I do not believe 
this to be true, for contemporary correspondence of the average person 
shows tremendous numbers of misspellings, etc. 


Back to the subject at hand, that is, the article at hand, I think I will 

go ahead and reprint the entire article in the silver dollar book - probably 
entering it under the year 1861. Some of the illustrations are those 

also used in various mint books later (Smith, Evans) and must have been 
supplied by the Mint. 


I also enjoyed the article on the American Bank Note company. 


Do you have Lafayette Baker's book on the history of the Secret Service? 
This provides a fascinating insight into the activities of Spencer M. 
Clark at the Treasury Department during the years circa 1862-1863. If 
you don't have a copy, let me know and I'll see if I have a duplicate; 
if not, I certainly can xerox the appropriate section. 


The silver dollar book continues to come along nicely. As mentioned earlier, 
I particularly enjoy 19th century monetary history. With the exception 

of Willem and Carothers, and Carothers' book was not written for numismatists, 
there is not much that numismatists can find that ties together coinage 

and economics. 
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Eric, thank you again for the lovely volume. Not only will I treasure 
it for its contents, but knowing its source will make it an especially 
nice book to have on the shelf. 


Sincerely urs . 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/sn 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers February 25, 1992 
PO. Box i224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I am glad you like the Harpers article. I believe television 
is doing its part to affect literacy and spelling. 

I do not believe the pictures in Harpers were supplied by the 
Mint. Those are woodcuts and are handcut in mirror image by 
specialists using sketches prepared by artists for that purpose. 
Naturally Evans, Smith and others copied the Harpers wood cuts with 
new wood cuts. Ballot also has mint machinery wood cuts in the 
middle 1850s. Do you want Ballon pictures too? 

I do not have Baker’s book on the history of the secret 
service. Poor Spencer Clark was commented upon by me in my Heath 
article in the ANA anthology. His firing was responsible for part 
of Heath’s disaster. 

ft am glad your book is proceeding so nicely. 


My best as always, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers Maren’ il, 1992 
PLO. Box L224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I have a duplicate of the Gleason article with complete text 
except for one page with two pictures on it. Would you like to 
have it? It is frail due to the poor paper. 

Complete photocopies are enclosed. 


Kind regards, 


Lt ae 


Eric P. Newman 
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March 12, 1992 





Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Se. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am enclosing herewith by Federal Express the long overdue copy of the 

Baker book. I found I had two duplicate copies of this, but one was literally 
falling apart - the one I am sending you is just figuratively falling apart! 
Actually, none will win any awards, nor will my best copy, but all of the 
reading material seems to be intact. Some of the things I was mentioning 
about the employees at the Treasury Department can be found beginning on 

page 293. 


I am also enclosing herewith a printout of my draft for the general intro- 
duction to the book and also the specific sections on silver dollars from 
1836 through 1873. Material from the Harper's article will be found under 
the year 1861. 

In general the format will consist of a 55 mm obverse and reverse illustra- 
tion of each silver dollar variety, the text you see in the rough draft, 
and market prices filled in for the intervals indicated. The market price 
section will probably be in smaller type than it is now, and it may be 

at the end. 


Anyway, as you have been contributing to the project I thought you should 
get a better idea of what it is all about. 


Thank you, Eric, for your great help. 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/sn 


Enclosure: Book and printout 
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March 27, 1992 


Myr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Louie, MO ~-o3805 


Dear Eric: 


I am just writing to let you know that Dave Bowers and I have just put 

the finishing touches on our Somerset Collection Sale, to be held in Los 
Angeles in May, and are now turning our attention toward our September 
sale to be held in New York City. A number of very important consignments 
have already been received, and it certainly will be a fine event. 


I keep thinking of your duplicate early Proof coins and other nice items 
and again I say that I would be happy to showcase these at auction for 
you and your foundation. All you have to do is drop me a note or give 
me a call. 


On behalf of all of us here, thank you for your fine friendship. 


Best wishes, 


Vr A, 


Richard A. Bage, Ph.D. 
Director of Auctions 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/sn 
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April 6, 1992 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you for your letter waiting for me when I came back from the Mint 
Ceremony in Philadelphia. 1 appreciate your suggestions to the introduction 


of the book and, separately, the additional illustrations you sent. The 
book will be "part you," so to speak! 


The Mint Bicentennial Ceremony was very nice, although not particularly 

well publicized. From the numismatic community perhaps 20 or 30 people 
attended, including Margo Russell, Ed Rochette, David Ganz, P. Scott Rubin, 
Chet Krause, and a number of area collectors. 

I had the opportunity to meet the new Mint superintendent, John Martino - 

a very fine fellow, and a person who enjoys American history immensely. 

He was certainly a good choice for Mint director, at least from this viewpoint, 
and he has a great deal of enthusiasm about coin collecting. 


Eric, thank you again. 


Best wishes, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/sn 
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April 10, 1992 


Eric P Newman 
Box 14020 
St Louis MO 63178 


Dear Friend: 


Two truly great sales are being planned, and I invite YOU to 
realize the highest possible market price for your coins by being 
a part of them! Our spectacular public auction to be held 
September 14-16 in New York City and the July 29th Kingswood 
Galleries Franconia Sale will be drawing their share of market 
attention this summer. We are pleased to announce that we are 
currently accepting consignments at extremely favorable rates for 
both of these spectacular sales. If you are considering selling 
your important individual coins, sets or your entire collection, 
this may well be the BEST OPPORTUNITY IN YEARS to realize the 
highest market price! 


Market prices have been on the rise for months. The market has 
since been flooded with eager coin buyers who are aggressively 
competing for coins of all series and grades. Our recently 
completed Spring Quartette Sale saw more mail bidders and floor 
action than any other auction in the last 18 months, and the 
second highest number of any sale in our history. Prices realized 
for that sale include many world’s records! 


You can capitalize on these favorable conditions by acting right 
now. It’s so easy. Simply call Dr. Richard A. Bagg, our director 
of auctions, or Frank Van Valen, our associate auction director 
toll-free at 1-800-458-4646 to discuss your collection, your 
confidential consignment rate, the sale that best suits your 
material, and the amount of your cash advance (if you desire one). 
They can arrange to have your coins shipped (insured by Lloyd's of 
London) or to have a Bowers and Merena representative visit you in 
person. In fact, Frank will be traveling to the Central States 
Numismatic Convention the end of April. He would be delighted to 
meet you at the convention (he will be at the Bowers and Merena 
Table #710), or stop to review your collection while he is in the 
area. Please Call Frank or Rick to make an appointment. 


Here are some brief highlights of what each sale has to offer. 


(OVER) 
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Our September public auction sale in New York City will be the 
focus of attention for collectors, investors, financiers, 
industrialists, dealers bidding for their clients, and other 
buyers. Already consigned are several highly important 
collections, and several more are on the way! We will showcase 
your important individual coins, sets, or entire collection to 
their finest advantage in our Grand Format style catalogue 
produced specifically for this great event. In-person bidders 
plus mail bidders from all over the world will compete for YOUR 
material! I know you will be delighted with the results. 


Kingswood Galleries mail, telephone and fax sales are the most 
profitable way to seil your U.S. or world coins, currency, medals 
or tokens in the $100-$500 range. Best known for its collector 
oriented material, the Kingswood sales have garnered a loyal 
world-wide clientele that remains unmatched by any other sale of 
this type. Our Franconia Sale has already attracted a number of 
important consignments and promises to be another in our long 
string of winners. 


Over the years we have sold over $200 million worth of coins and 
have pleased more than 10,000 consignors. Let us do for you what 
we have done successfully for so many others - realize the highest 
market price for your coins. Please act quickly, for we will be 
accepting consignments for these sales for only a limited time. 
Dave Bowers, Dr. Richard A. Bagg, and the entire Bowers and Merena 
staff join me in looking forward to working with you on your 
consignment. 


Sincerely yours, 


Raymond /N. Merena 
President 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RNM/kdw 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 23, 1992 


REGISTERED MAIL 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 
Jack Collins asked me to send you the 1794 dollar (f to vf) in our collection for 
photography and weight. | presume it is for data for your book or for his provenance 


research. He said that you were already informed about it. 


Please return the coin to us as soon as you are finished with it. IF you want to 
send us a print, the weight or any comments as to it, please feel free to do so. 


My best always, 


Sincerély, 
~ 


tA 


Eric P. Newman 
EPN:bv 


c: Jack Collins 
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April 27, 1992 








Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric’: 


Thank you for your surprise letter of April 23rd. I'11 have Cathy Dumont 
take pictures of the 1794 dollar and send 1x and 2x prints to both you 
and Jack Collins. This is for Jack Collins' book, I presume - I did not 
know he was going to ask you to send it here. However, we're happy to 
take the necessary pictures. Also, I will have the coin weighed and will 
jot the weight on the bottom of this letter. 


The coin will be sent back under separate cover. 

Thank you for your order for the Browning book. This goes forward under 
separate cover. The book is a nice one, in my opinion, with the work of 
Walter Breen, and employed new photographs plus some of Browning's originals. 
Browning's original photographs reproduced very poorly (to my chagrin, 

once I saw the book), but the new photographs are nice. If we have occasion 


to reprint the book, we will eliminate the original Browning pictures. 


Best personal regards, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/sn 


ec: Jack Collins 


U\4. G Arains 
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May 11, 1992 


Mr. and Mrs. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis. MO 63105 


Dear Eric and Evelyn: 

It's finally maple syrup time here in New Hampshire. Our friend, Tim 
Westman, proprietor of Westman’s Weathered Barn, tells us that the crop 
is delicious. In fact, he didn’t even have to tell us, for he brought us 
a sample from the first 150 gallons, and we can say personally that it is 
great! 

Under separate cover, Tim Westman will be sending you a special sample of 
vintage 1992 New Hampshire maple syrup along with some other favorites we 
hope you will enjoy. 


All of us here at Bowers and Merena appreciate your friendship. 


Sincerely/fyours, 


Q. David Bowers 
Chairman of the Board 


Raymond N. Merena 
President 


/kdw 
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June 4, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Logis, MO 635105 


Dear Eric: 


Dave, I, and the staff are planning our autumn auction season, which will begin 
with our sale in New York City in September, followed by a New York City sale 
in November, after which we will have the Florida United Numismatists 
Convention in Orlando in January. I keep thinking about the many superb 
duplicate coins that you and the Foundation own, and state once again that I’d 
be delighted to showcase these for sale at auction, either openly on behalf of 
the Foundation or with the consignor’s name withheld. In any event, we are all 
at your service - and I like to write to you from time to time to remind you of 
our enthusiasm. 


All good wishes to you from everyone here. 


Sincerely, 


Richard A. Bagg, Ph.D. 
Director of Auctions 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/sn 
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June 15, 1992 


Eric P Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 


Dear Eric: 


I sincerely appreciate your participation in our recently completed sale 
of The Somerset Collection. It was a truly spectacular event. 


I am pleased to announce we will be featuring the Stewart Witham and Ray 
Sansoucy Collections in our September 14-16, 1992 sale to be held in New 
York City. Both cabinets were assembled over many years by dedicated 
numismatists who sought only the finest. Other properties highlighting 
our September sale are a superb 18/76-CC 20c, a beautiful selection of 
Charlotte and Dahlonega U.S. gold, a Proof 1907 High Relief $20, as well 
as a complete Panama-Pacific commemorative set #81 with frame. The sale 
will be laden with rarities and will be a focal point of the 1992 auction 
season. 


Once again, on behalf of the entire Bowers and Merena team, I thank you 
for your participation in the sale of The Somerset Collection. I look 
forward to the possibility of your participation in our September sale. 


Rest regards, 
J - id 





ol 

Raymond N. Merena 

President 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RNM/kdw 
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July 8, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I hope that this letter finds all well with you and that you and Evelyn are 
enjoying a very nice summer. Here in New Hampshire the summer season is under 
way in full swing - lots of tourists and lots of sunshine. 


Bruce Amspacher told me that he discovered in 1974 a new variety of 1875-S/CC 
"overmintmark" trade dollar - with the CC far to the right of the later S - 
quite unlike that illustrated in Taxay’s 1963 book and elsewhere; in other 
words, not the "standard" variety. He recalls that he sold it to either you or 
John Willem. My question is this: was it you? If so, would it be possible to 
borrow the coin for photography? I have not seen this other variety in person, 
and so far as I know you have (or Willem had) the only known example. Anyway, 
if you could clarify this point it would be appreciated. 


All good wishes. 


Sincer ‘ 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/sn 
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July Zé, 1992 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

I enjoyed reading about your books in the summer 1992 issue of "The Asylum." 
An item on page 17 caught my eye, the Mickley treatise from 1858. Is this 
something I could acquire a photocopy of? It might fit in nicely with the 


silver dollar book, especially if silver dollars are mentioned. 


I look forward to seeing you in Orlando at the ANA Convention and possibly 
hearing from you by mail in the meantime. 


Best wishes, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/sn 


y* 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 5, 1992 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


The 7/29/92 revision of your Registry of 1804 Dollars is at hand. It 
is amazing for you to have gathered all of this. I spoke with Ken Bressett 
about it and he has answered already. | 


I particularly think you should include an additional citation at the 
beginning: 


Eric P. Newman and Kenneth E. Bressett 

The Fantastic 1804 Dollar: 25th Anniversary Follow-Up, Coinage of 
the Americas Conference at the American Numismatic Society (New York 
1987), pp. 153-175. 


That covers many things including ownership, and summarizes prior writings. 
(Copy enclosed per your request. ) 


Ken, I believe, has straightened out the problem that the Cohen example 
is still unlocated stolen property. 


As to the King of Siam piece, I think you may be too tactful in the 

Spink matter. The firm bears his family name, not his name. The “un- 
comfortable situation" should perhaps be explained by saying something 
about a claim of a right of general profit participation by some employees 
of the firm. 


The date of the sale by the ladies to David Spink is not (c.1868-1950s). 
What do you really mean? The expression "not the property of" should 
possibly be "not to." 


The Cogan lot numbers can be obtained from ANS. My files probably have 
the date but that would take me a week to locate 





Keep up the good work. See you in Orlando. 


ric P. /Newma 


EPN: bv 
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October 14, 1992 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for the information on the 1884 and 1885 trade dollars. Your help 
with the silver dollar book has been absolutely wonderful, and I appreciate it 
very much. When the time comes to distribute copies, one of the deluxe 
editions will automatically arrive in your mailbox. When this will be, I don’t 
know. The deadline keeps getting pushed back as the book continues to grow! 
Right now I am hoping for early 1993. 


Best fpersonal regards, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/sn 
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October 15, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lowis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am planning our 1993 auction season, and whenever I do planning of this 
nature your name automatically pops to the forefront of my mind. Again, let me 
say that I would be delighted to showcase some of your duplicate Proof coins 
either for your own account or for the Eric P. Newman Education Society. The 
market for this type of material is very strong, and there is not doubt that 
the proceeds could be reinvested in all sorts of projects - from publications 
to an expanded museum to acquiring items more germane to your interests (such 
as colonial American pieces). In any event, I stand ready to be in St. Louis 
on a moment’s notice if the call should come. 


Dave tells me you have been helping him quite a bit with the silver dollar 
book. I have not been particularly close to this project, but from what I have 


seen of it, it is quite impressive. 


Sincerely yours, 


bark 


Richard A. Bagg, Ph.D. 
Director of Auctions 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


RAB/sn 
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October 19, 1992 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Lovis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

I notice that on page 19 of Coin World, October 26, 1992, a report appears 
concerning the nice document you drafted. I just thought I’d let you know in 


case you might not otherwise see it. 


Best wishes 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/sn 


cc: Margo Russell 
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October 26, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave. 

st. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Enclosed you will find Lot # 2821 & 2843 from our upcoming November Sale. 
We are happy to send you the first lot to view and very much appreciate 


your taking a look at Lot # 2843 for us. 


We will eagerly await the return of the package and your comments. 


Sincerely, 
Elaine L. Dionne 
AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


Enclosure: as stated 


/eld 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 29, 1992 


Ms. Elaine L. Dionne 

Auctions by Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear friends: 


The twopence 1737 Mass. (Lot 2843) is still somewhat of a mystery to me. Its 

face is correct. It does not seem wrinkled from circulation but has four missing 
corners. Its thick backing paper is very old and was added. The note has no signature. 
As | explained on the telephone, the exact print on the same rag paper is in the 

Mass. statutes of 1737 but has the text of other laws on the back of the page. 

If this back text were scraped off, then the back had to be fraudulently covered 

for the bill to pass. If the back print were not scraped off, it would also have 

to be covered. The original bill has a printed back. | suspect that a piece of the 
Statute book was cut out, the back scraped or covered, and the bill passed fraudulently. 
| can't prove it without trying to soak off the back. It cannot be a 19th or 20th 
century fraud created out of the book because the book is too rare. 


The items in Lot 2821 unfortunately are counterfeits | already have. 


Thank you and Andy Pollock very much for letting me examine these items. They 
are enclosed. 


| hope | have been helpful. cd 


io 


Sincerely, 





EPN:bv 


FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


QO. David Bowers November 13, 1992 
Pods BOX) Looe 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I did not feel justified to thank you for the Waterford Water 
Cure until I tried it myself. It works. I think of your research 
every time I take a shower. 

My father (a surgeon) used to tell me an old hospital joke 
about a student nurse who asked how to prepare a Sitz Bath. The 
answer given was to draw a tub full of hot water and to put ina 
handful of Sitz. 


Yours in hot water, 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA 
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November 24, 1992 








Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I received a nice letter from Walter - with a number of manuscript 


corrections. The letter concluded with this commentary: "Weimar White 
congratulated me on being named ‘Numismatic Scholar of the Century.’ Who did 
that? Where published? Totally unexpected! (I would have nominated Eric 
Newman. )" 


So, Eric, I thought you’d like to know about this. 


Best wishes 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/sn 
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December 22, 1992 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Lowis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. As you mentioned in your 1962 book The Fantastic 
1804 Dollar, the Mint had many sets of punches. In looking through Bob 
Julian's book on Mint medals one can appreciate the fantastic array of punches 
that the Mint did indeed possess. I suspect that a typical punch set had 
duplicates of much-used letters such as E, T, etc. 


With regard to the Smithsonian situation you mentioned, it is my understanding 
that Cathy Bullowa handled the Stephen K. Nagy estate, and sold or otherwise 
transferred a number of items to Lester Merkin. Somehow or other they found 
their way to the Smithsonian, but documentation has been hard to find, and 
Cathy Bullowa told me something to this effect: "I don’t remember anything 
B0uGGE Zt at all,” 


I don’t know if this is the same as the gift to the Smithsonian you mentioned, 
but it seems to me that Nagy died around 1959 - I don’t have this information 
on hand as I write this letter - and that Cathy Bullowa handled the estate some 
time in the early 1960s. 


I shall send you an additional printout on the early silver dollar section as 
soon as I have enough meaningful new things new entered that your reading will 
not be too much duplicated. 


I am enclosing herewith a listing of early silver dollar photographs that we 
need. If your collection has any examples of these specimens, they would be 
nice to illustrate. 


All good wishes to you and your family for a very Happy Hanukah and a healthy, 
happy and prosperous 1993. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/sn 
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BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 © (800) 222-5993 © (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 


EARLY DOLLAR PHOTO LIST 
Dave, Cathy, Mark, Eric Newman 
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1794 


L795 


1796 


1797 


1798 


B-15 


B-1 S792: . 1300 
B-1 11/88: 6212 
B-2 3/89: 1936 
B-=3 1/92: 1629 
B-4 9/90: 341 
B-5 3/91: 460 
B-6 11/si: 370 
B-7 6/fay:; LS 
B-8 Jules Reiver 
B-9 Li/Sf2 371 
B-10 6/89: 160 
B-11 Jules Reiver 
B-12 - Li/s7: 372 
B-13 3/89: 1942 
B-14 3/89: 353 
B=15. 1792: 1265 
B-16 Jules Reiver 
B-17 

B-18 

B-19 

B-20 

"B21" (6) 

B-1 6789. TIL 
B-2 8/87: 403 
B-3 

B-4 8/89: 358 
B-5: 3/789:. 1951 
B-6 Jules Reiver 
B-1 11/88: 3750 
B-2 8/89: 361 
B-3 3/89: 1952 
B-1 EL/FLS 2208 
B-2 6/89: 195 
B-3 9/89: 387 
B-4 11/84: 928 
B-5 6/88: 2219 
B-6 1/88: 2306 
B-7 Reiver 

B-8 L/oo; 301 
B-9 a792° 2578 
B-10 11/89: 2197 
B-1l1l 1/91: 1268 
Bebe S/91L: ASZL 
B-13 9/89: 389 
B-14 6/89: 206 
1/89: 558 

B-16 2/87: 602 
B-17 9/92: 1404 
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B-14 
B-15 
B-16 
B-17 
B-19 
B-20 


Reiver 


6/87: 


Reiver 


8/89: 
3/89: 
L/3Z? 
6/89; 
1/88: 
L/$93: 
L1/ss: 
LL/9L: 
3/89: 
LL/9L; 
1/88: 
6/89: 


Reiver 


8/89: 
8/89: 
11/88: 
9/89: 
of 92: 
11/89: 
3/89: 
3/89: 
LAs8T 
6/89: 
6/89: 
3/89: 
1/92: 
11/90: 
6/89: 
6/89: 
9/89: 
6/89: 
11/88: 
6/89: 
8/89: 
11/90: 


6/89: 
Jules 
8/389: 
6/91: 
8/89: 
3/89: 
3/89: 
6/89: 
3/89: 
3/89: 
Lyoe 
6/89: 
6/89: 
Lf ve: 
3/89: 
8/89: 
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366 
L957 
L270 
eL2 
2308 
516 
3756 
3640 
1961 
2209 
2310 
218 


369 
370 
3758 
398 
2580 
Z207 
1963 
364 
SDL7 
24 
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1969 
1274 
1834 
239 
243 
412 
246 
3760 
248 
387 
364 
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3518 
1395 
394 
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1973 
Zo5 

1974 
1976 
T2275 
Zo9 

260 

1277 
1978 
3524 
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EF-45 
VF-20 
EF-45 
EF-45 
AU-55 
EF-45 
AU-50 
EF-45 
MS -60 
VF-35 
EF-45 
AU-50 
EF-45 
VF-20 
F-15 


MS-60 
AU-50 
AU-58 
VF-30 
AU-55 
VF-20 
EF-45 
AU-50 
VF-25 
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EF-45 
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EF-40 
VF-35 
AU-50 
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EF-45 
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AU-50 
EF-40 
EF-45 
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AU-50 
AU-55 
EF-45 
AU-58 
MS - 63 
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VF-35 
AU-50 
MS - 60 
MS - 60 
VF-30 


1801 B-1 L/92= 1623 AU-50 
B-2 6/89: 269 AU-48 
B-3 a/92*<. £330 EF-40 
B-4 3/89: 1980 AU-50 
B-5 (Proof) 

1802 B-1 Reiver VF-30 
B-2 6/91: 2230 VF-30 
B-3 8/89: 401 MS -60 
B-4 9/90: 352 EF-45 
B-5 
B-6 3/90: 2463 MS - 63 

B-8 (Proof) 11/88: 3770 PR-65 

B-9 8/S1is L4aZs ‘VF-20 

1803 B-1 4/91: 2223 EF-45 
B-2 
B-3 LL/SS2> 330 EF-45 
B-4 6/87; 1226 EF-40 
B-5 
B-6 1/91: 544 AU-50 

E-/ (Proor) 6/86: 1735 Proof 
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Q. David Bowers January 27, 1993 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

P.O. Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I am delighted to try to help on illustrations for your new 
book. 

There are about to be sent to you for photography at your 
request the following U.S. Dollars: 


L73o B15 Proof surface. Belongs to Bernard Edison 
(Tettenhorst). It is valued at $250,000. 
1796 B-1 Uncirculated 75,000. 
1797 B-1 Uncirculated 7 + 9 stars, large letters 75,000. 
1797 B-2 Uncirculated small letters on rev. 200,000. 
1797 B-3 Uncirculated 6 + 8 stars 100,000. 


It is our understanding that your insurance covers the sender 
up to $250,000 for each mailing when each mailing is sent in the 
U.S. certified mail insured for $25,000. We will therefore spread 
the items into several mailings limited in value to $250,000 or 
less. 

It is our understanding that you will promptly return the 
coins insuring them for $250,000 per certified amar covering 
them for the same amounts as above. “a 

Please confirm this in writing. ¢ 7) Oe an error on the 
procedure please straighten me out. 


It is a pleasure to be of help. 





Eric P. Newman 





BOWERS AND MERENA 
( JALLBIRE 5 } INC . Your friends in the rare coin business 








February 23, 1993 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis; MO. 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed are two Federal Express boxes that you can use to send the coins 
to us. Please divide the shipment into two parts of approximately equal value 
and send them to us on two consecutive days by Federal Express. Our insurance 
for Federal Express is limited to $500,000 from any one address, per day. 


Please do not declare any value over the standard $100 per box or indicate 
anywhere that the boxes contain coins. 


I have included two shipping labels with our account number filled in to take 
care of the charges. 


Dave and I appreciate your help and certainly look forward to seeing these 
marvelous specimens. 


Best regards, 


/ 


| 


Raymond N. Merena 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Bowers & Merena Galleries March 3, 1993 
9 South Main 
Avery Building, Suite 7 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Attn: Raymond N. Merena 


Dear Dave and Ray: 


It is a pleasure to try to be helpful in sending quality 
dollars to be photographed for possible use as illustrations in 
Dave’s book on U.S. Silver Dollars. 

In accordance with your request we are sending the dollars we 
believe will be helpful in two shipments. We understand your 
insurance coverage is $500,000 per day from any one address. 

The first shipment has in it: 


1795 Proof U.S. Dollar B-15 valued at $250,000 belonging to 
Bernard Edison. 


1797 Uncirculated Full Brillance B-1 valued at about $100,000 
belonging Eo. us. 


1797 Uncirculated Full Brillance B-3 valued at about $100,000 
belonging to us. 


We will expect the coins to be returned Pronpe hy by Federal 
Express covered by the same insurance. 


We hope these meet your standard of quality. 


Your friend, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Bowers & Merena Galleries March 3, 1993 
9 South Main 
Avery Building, Suite 7 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Attn: Raymond N. Merena 


Dear Dave and Ray: 


It is a pleasure to try to be helpful in sending quality 
dollars to be photographed for possible use as illustrations in 
Dave’s book on U.S. Silver Dollars. 

In accordance with your request we are sending the dollars we 
believe will be helpful in two shipments. We understand your 
insurance coverage is $500,000 per day from any one address. 

The first shipment has in it: 


1795 Proof U.S. Dollar B-15 valued at $250,000 belonging to 
Bernard Edison. 


1797 Uncirculated Full Brillance B-1 valued at about $100,000 
belonging to us. 


1797 Uncirculated Full Brillance B-3 valued at about $100,000 
belonging to us. 


We will expect the coins to be returned promptly by Federal 
Express covered by the same insurance. 


We hope these meet your standard of quality. 


Your friend, 


Eric P. Newman 
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FROM THE DESK OF BERNARD EDISON 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Bowers & Merena Galleries March 3, 1993 
9 South Main 
Avery Building, Suite 7 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Attn: Raymond N. Merena 


Dear Dave and Ray: 


It is a pleasure to try to be helpful in sending quality 
dollars to be photographed for possible use as illustrations in 
Dave’s book on U.S. Silver Dollars. 

In accordance with your request we are sending the dollars we 
believe will be helpful in two shipments. We understand your 
insurance coverage is $500,000 per day from any one address. 

The first shipment has in. 1t¢ 


1795 Proof U.S. Dollar B-15 valued at $250,000 belonging to 
Bernard Edison. 


1797 Uncirculated Full Brillance B-1 valued at about $100,000 
belonging to us. 


1797 Uncirculated Full Brillance B-3 valued at about $100,000 
belonging to us. 


We will expect the coins to be returned promptly by Federal 
Express covered by the same insurance. 


We hope these meet your standard of quality. 


Your friend, 


<-> 


ee, ae 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6.450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Bowers & Merena Galleries March 4, 1993 
9 South Main 

Avery Building, Suite 7 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Attn: Raymond Merena 
Dear Dave and Ray: 


Following my letter and shipment of silver dollars on March 
3, 1993 by Federal Express to be photographed for possible use as 
illustrations in Dave’s book on U.S. Silver Dollars we are sending 
you the second group. We understand your insurance coverage is 
$500,000 per day from any one address by Federal Express. 

This second shipment has in it: 


1795 U.S. Dollar B-1 Uncirculated, value undetermined 
belonging to us. 


1796 Uncirculated Full Brillance B-1, value undetermined, 
belonging to me. 


1796 Uncirculated Brillant B-4, value undetermined, belonging 
to me. 


1796 Uncirculated Brillant B-5, value undetermined, belonging 
to me. 


1797 Uncirculated Full Brillance B-2 (finest example known) 
valued at $250,000 belonging to us. 


We will expect the coins returned promptly by Federal Express 
covered by the same insurance in a separate shipment from the first 
group. 


We hope these meet your standard of quality. 


You Jtriend, 






Pe ce aie 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA 
( ALLER S . INC : Your friends in the rare coin business 


March 8, 1993 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you very much for sending the truly beautiful early silver dollars. We have 
photographed them and we will illustrate and describe them in the book. Needless to say, 
your 1797 dollars are world class - truly memorable! Thanks also to Bernie for his 
magnificent 1795. 


Shipment No. | will accompany this letter and will contain the 1795 and two 1797 dollars as 
described in your cover letter to Ray Merena dated March 3, 1993. The balance will go out 
tomorrow. 


I will be in Colorado Spings attending the ANA "Early Spring" convention so when the 
pieces come in why don't you give Ray a quick call and let him know they arrived safely? 


Eric, thank you again. 


Best personal regards, 





QDB/ebm 


cc: Ray Merena 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers March 23, 1993 
Bowers & Merena Galeries 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Your book on U.S. commemoratives is truly an encyclopedia and 
should be commemorated. Even though I am two years late in trying 
to absorb it, I do appreciate it. 


When your next edition comes out I will suggest a few added 
tidbits. 


Your reader friend, 


wenn ay A 


= ee ee ot 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA 
hie she * : INC: : Your friends in the rare coin business 





April 26, 1993 


Mr. and Mrs. Eric P. Newman 

Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Eric and Evelyn: 

The winter of 1993 will certainly be remembered for many months here in New 
England. More snow fell than anyone can recall in recent years. In fact, it has been 
so cold yet this spring, we’re beginning to wonder if the snow drifts will still be here 
in July! 

Unseasonably chilly weather has delayed the sap a bit this year, but it has finally 
Started to "run." Our friend, Tim Westman, proprietor of Westman’s Weathered 
Barn, says the first few vintage batches are now being packaged. 


Under separate cover, Tim will be sending you a special sample of 1993 New 
Hampshire maple syrup along with some other favorites we hope you will enjoy. 


All of us here at Bowers and Merena appreciate your friendship. 


Sincerely yours, 


OY ~Sen—e 
Q. David Bowers 


Raymond IN. Merena 
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YOUR ORDER WAS. ENTERED ON: LI2F he 3 


Bowers and Mere 


Box 1224 - Wolfeboro, NH 03894 ; (603) 569-5095 - Fax line: ay 569-5319 


ORDER NUMBER: 


na Galleries, dacs: Ax 96118 


If you need to write us about yqux erder, please 
refer to this number. Please read the reverse of 
this form for our Terms of Sale. 





“Your friends in the rare coin business” 


REF # CODE QUANTITY DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE AMOUNT 


BBM205 1 SILVER & TRADE DOL (DHB) 0.00 0.00 1. 
SORRY WE WERE OUT OF STOCK WHEN YOU ORDERED. THANKS FOR YOUR PATIENCE ! 


. ORDER VALOE $0.00 


MERCH P&H 
$0.00 $80.00 





BILL TO: SHIP TO: 

ERIC P NEWMAN ERIC P NEWMAN 
BOX 14020 6450 CECIL AVE 
ST LOUIS MO 63178 ST LOUIS MO 63105 


Please note: Your charge card is billed for merchandise after shipment is made 
CODE: B—This item is currently out of stock. It will be shipped to you separately as soon as possible. 
For Terms of Sale, see reverse side. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Ray Merena August 24, 1993 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

bOX. 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Ray: Certified Mail 


The Pine Tree 3 pence, Noe 36 listed as Lot 2600 in your 
Stetson University Sale on May 27-29, 1993 has been examined by us 
at your request. it has an A.N.A.A.B. Certificate of Genuineness 
# AB 2320 dated July 22, 1993. It weighs about 16 grains. It has 
a very smooth field as other choice pieces of this variety do. 
Comparing it to the Noe 36 illustration it can be noticed that the 
branches and leaves of the Pine Tree on the submitted coin are more 
delicate than those in the illustration, indicating that the die 
was strengthened with minor recutting after the striking of the 
submitted coin. This was a routine practice. The color is right, 
the specific gravity is right, the juxtaposition is right. There 
are two tiny raised dots, one on each side of the obverse ornament 
and these are evident on the Noe illustration and other choice 
pieces. It. has no qualities of a..cast or electre:. icy has no 
Similarity to the Wyatt reproduction. No reason to doubt its 
genuineness is apparent to us. We believe it is a lovely genuine 
example. 


We hope we have been helpful. The coin and its holder 


and certification are returned herewith. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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COLONIAL COINS 














592 1870 BG-1205. Liberty Head. EF-45. Rarity-5. Surfaces lightly 
brushed yet sull quite attractive. 
9599 1652 Massachusetts Bay Colony. Oak Tree shilling. Noe-7. VF-20. 
Rarity-5. 71.5 grains. Frosty silver surfaces, no doubt as a result of 
an old cleaning. Several tiny scratches are also noted. Lightly 
clipped at the edges, but most peripheral legends are complete. 
Variety with heavy reverse die breaks. 
Memorable 1652 Pine Tree Threepence 
1593 1870 BG-1205. Liberty Head. EF-45. Rarity-5. Surfaces lightly 


brushed and granular, with a “seawater” appearance. 


.\DDITIONAL GROUPINGS 





2594 


2095 


2596 


2597 


2598 


BOWERS AND MERENA 





Quarter dollar trio: ~ 1854 Octagonal. BG-105. Liberty Head. 
MS-60, prooflike. Rarity-4. Die State II % 1870 Octagonal. BG-713. 
Liberty Head. MS-60. Rarity-5. Obverse marks % 1871-G Round. 
BG-839. Liberty Head. AU-55. Rarity-4. (Total: 3 pieces) 


Quarter dollar trio: % 1870 Octagonal. BG-789. Liberty Head. 
MS-63, prooflike. Rarity-5. A fully brilliant piece with a prominent 
planchet crack 1874 Round. BG-876. Indian Head. AU-58. Rar- 
ity-5 ¥ 1881 Round. BG-887. Indian Head. MS-60. Rarity-5. Three 
nice coins. (Total: 3 pieces) 


Mixed denomination grouping: ~ 1871 Octagonal quarter. BG- 
714. Liberty Head. MS-63. Rarity-5 1871-G Round half dollar. 
BG-1027. Liberty Head. AU-50. Rarity-4. Surface scratches % 1855- 
NR Octagonal dollar. BG-533. Liberty Head. AU-50. Rarity-5. Ww 
1880 Round Indian Head gold charm. Quarter dollar size. AU-50 
%v 1857 Octagonal Indian Head gold charm, dollar size. MS-60, 
prooflike. (Total: 5 pieces) 


Mixed denomination group: ¥ 1857 Octagonal quarter. BG-1301. 
Liberty Head. MS-60. Rarity-2. A back-dated Kroll issue from the 
late 19th century *% 1871-G Round half dollar. BG-1027. Liberty 
Head. Rarity-4. Two pieces, EF-45 and EF40 x 1871-L Round half 
dollar. BG-1029. Liberty Head. VF-30. Rarity-5+. Surfaces brushed. 
(Total: 4 pieces) 


Pair of half dollar types: %” 1871 Octagonal. BG-912. Liberty Head. 
AU-55. Rarity-5. Die State I ~ 1875/3 Round. BG-1058. Indian 
Head. MS-63, prooflike. Rarity-5. Two brilliant and lustrous coins. 
A great opportunity to enhance your half dollar California small 
denomination gold type set with one simple bid. (Total: 2 pieces) 


2600 


2601 


2602 


2603 


Probable Condition Census 





(Photo enlarged twice actual size) 


1652 Massachusetts Bay Colony. Pine Tree threepence. N-36. 
AU-50. Rarity-4. 16.0 grains. Very boldly struck, probably in the 
Condition Census for the variety. Frosty silver gray surfaces. On a 
slightly oval flan, no doubt as a result of some minor edge clipping 
that affects the tops of the legends on both sides. Otherwise, a very 
choice example of this very popular colonial type issue. 


1652 Massachusetts Bay Colony. Pine Tree shilling. N-8. VG-8, 
irregular surfaces. Rarity-4. 44.1 grains. Bent, cleaned, and pol- 
ished, but still identifiable to type. A nice piece for the budget-con- 
scious collector. 





1652 Massachusetts Bay Colony. Pine Tree shilling. N-16. VF-30, 
cleaned. Rarity-4. 68.5 grains. Largely brilliant as a result of an old 
cleaning, naturally retoning in shades of pale gold at the rims. A 
rather pleasant-looking coin despite the cleaning. A few edge flaws 
(as struck) are mentioned for accuracy, and a scattering of tiny sur- 
face marks is also seen, but none that detract significantly from the 
overall appeal. A piece that should be seen to be appreciated. 


Mark Newby’s St. Patrick halfpenny. Breen-200. F-15. 128.6 
grains. Brass plug at crown prominent. Deep tan surfaces with mi- 
nor porosity and a few scattered marks. A popular early copper 
often associated with New Jersey. 
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BOWERS AND MERENA 
CALLER S ; A a : Your friends in the rare coin business 





August 17, 1993 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
Dear Eric: 


The enclosed Pine Tree 3 Pence has been questioned even though A.N.A.A.B. has 
authenticated it. Can you tell me what you think? 


Our check for $15 is enclosed for you postage. 
Thank you very much for your help. We really appreciate it. 


Very sincerely yours, 


1. 
Raymond { Merena 
President | 
Bowers and Merena Galleries 
RNM/ebm 


Enclosure: Coin and ANAAB card 


—_—— Eee 
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~) AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC 


When Great Collections Are Sold Bowers and Merena Sells Them. 





September 1, 1993 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


It's consignment-gathering time again, and I thought I'd drop you a note to let you know of 
my continuing interest in possibly working with you or your foundation in the sale of your 
duplicates. This would provide funds for new acquisitions or any other purposes. If the 
time is right, just give me a call and I would, of course, be on the next plane to St. Louis! 


I hope that you escaped any flood damage, but I am sure that you did. 


Ray Merena mentioned to me that his new next-door neighbor is Jerry Thayer, an attorney 
from Anheuseur Busch, who is building a summer home on Lake Winnipesaukee. Mr. 
Thayer told Ray that he knew you or served on a committee with you. 


Dave and Ray join me in sending all good wishes. 
Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Richard A. Bagg 

Director of Auctions 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena Inc. 


cc: Ray Merena 
Enclosure: Auction brochure for reference. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers September 27, 1993 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Due to the change in the tax law as to donation of appreciated 
tangibles I like many others wish to continue my practice of making 
donations of coins. You and your associates have always been so 
helpful in appraisals I would like to know if you would like to 
continue in 1993. 

I will naturally arrange for the material to be examined with 
a minimum of inconvenience for you. 
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Eric P. Newman 
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December 28, 1993 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am enclosing herewith a copy of the catalogue of the University of Missouri Press, and call your 
attention in particular to certain listings on the top of page 31. 


All good wishes to you, Evelyn, and your extended family for a very happy, healthy, and 
prosperous 1994. 


Best personal regards, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/ebm 


Enclosure: 


lS 
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January 20, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Not having heard a "peep" out of your for a couple of months, I am prompted to write to say 
"hello." [ guess you must have changed your mind about an appraisal in 1993, or had it done 
elsewhere. On the other hand, perhaps you are down in the Falkland Islands or somewhere else 
you haven't already visited (is there a place you haven't been’). 


Anyway, hello from New Hampshire where this morning it was 21 degrees below zero— the 
coldest in many years, so the radio said. 


All good wishes to you and Evelyn for a very nice 1994. 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/cebm 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers January 24, 1994 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


How nice of you to send Christmas, New Year and personal 
greetings and gifts. You are thoughtful. 


The new newsletter is another adventure for you. You have 
endless energy. 
I recommend the Falkland Islands to you. The coins are few 


the penguins and other birds are many. I have not been there since 
I caused the Falkland War. 

The reason you have not heard a peep (I don’t think I have 
ever been accused of being quiescent) is that I have been working 
hard on the Clapp-ANS theft matter. What a time consumer. I am 
also bogged down in other research. 

I have again revised the 1804 dollar outline for publication 
at ANS and put in a new idea. I enclose a revision but don’t 
consider publishing it until after ANS does. Don’t use prior 
drafts. 

I am writing up the history of the $ sign and it is very 
tedious. I have to check out almost everything previously 
mentioned as I find everyone copies a prior writer without checking 
up. 

There will be a one page surprise item in the February 1994 
Numismatist that may cause a wind chill factor that will make minus 
21 seem tepid. 

I expect to call on you for further appraisals. The last one 
you did for me went through I believe. 

I am always delighted to hear from you. Our best to you and 
yours. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA 
Sr ible S . TIWe: : Your friends in the rare coin business 





April 29, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


[ am making preparations for the 100th anniversary issue of our Rare Coin Review. To my 
knowledge, this will be the first time that a magazine-format dealers’ publication has ever reached 
the 100 mark. Dr. Joel Orosz has written an article from a collector's viewpoint on the magazine 
over the years. Other articles are planned. 


I am issuing a call for those whose articles have appeared in past issues to submit an article from 
one to three double-spaced typed pages for our 100th anniversary issue. As a past contributor, 
you are cordially invited! "Payment" will be in the form of a special hardbound edition of the 
100th anniversary issue. 


The article can be on any topic of general interest in American numismatics. 


If you would care to do this, I would like to have the article in my possession by the end of June. 
I certainly appreciate your consideration and interest. 


All good wishes. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/ebm 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 5, 1994 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear David: 


Congratulations on Rare Coin Review reaching 100 issues. I will gladly participate 
but my articles are too long for your format. I will prepare something or half 
of something which will serve the purpose. Thank you for asking me. 


Sifcerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 





May 5, 1994 


Mr. Eric Newman 

Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Eric: 

As we look out our windows today, the scene has finally changed from winter to spring. 
The ice covering the lake is gone and there are nine small sailboats (students learning the 
fine art of sailing) drifting along in Wolfeboro Bay. 

Spring also brings one of our favorite treats—-New England maple syrup! Unseasonably 
chilly weather has delayed the sap a bit this year, but our friend, Tim Westman, proprietor 


of Westman’s Weathered Barn, says the first few vintage batches are ready. 


Under separate cover, Tim will be sending you a special sample of 1994 New Hampshire 
maple syrup along with some other favorites we hope you will enjoy. 


As always, we appreciate your friendship and look forward to our future business together. 


Sincerely-yours, 


rie Bowers 


An 
Ray Mere a 


/MK 
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May 25, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


This is a reminder that you are invited to submit an article for our 100th anniversary of "The Rare 
Coin Review," such to be published in July. The contribution is to be one to three pages, double 
spaced, on any American numismatic subject of your choice. "Payment" will be in the form of a 
specially hardbound edition of No. 100. 


I am writing to say that the deadline for contributions has been moved up to June 15th, if these are 
to be included in the 100th issue (any received later will be of uncertain schedule and may appear in 
issue 101). Anyway, I though I'd write. 


Best wéShes, 


emma) 
Rox 1224 © WOLPFEBORO, NH 03394 * (800) 222-5993 © (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers June 1, 1994 
P.O... Box L224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Enclesed is’a little article for your 100th publication of the 
Rare Coin Review. I congratulate you on reaching that amazing goal. 
Keep going. 

Thank. ‘you for- asking me: to partiLerpate. i hope. 1st. is 
something new. 


Kind regards, 


C 


, a ae 


Eric P. Newman 


a 





HALF PENCE CIRCULATION PROBLEMS IN MASSACHUSETTS IN 1750 
By 


Eric P. Newman 


It is well known that on September 18, 1749 the ship Mermaid 
arrived in Boston with £183,649 2s sterling in silver and copper 
George II English coin to repay the Massachusetts Bay Colony for 
expenditures in military actions against the French in Canada. The 
circulating value of the paper money of the Colony had been heavily 
depreciated and the payment enabled the Colony to exchange its 
paper money at a small portion of its face value and to reestablish 
lawful money at 6 shillings Massachusetts money of account for one 
Spanish dollar. The copper coins in the shipment were contained 
in 100 kegs weighing 10 tons in the aggregate and had a sterling 
value of f2111 4s. 8d. consisting of 815,776 halfpence and 424,032 
farthings all being dated 1749. 

The worries concerning the circulation of the coppers is not 
well Known. 

A broadside (now very rare) was published on January 1, 
1749/50 by Rogers and Fowle on Queen Street in Boston with the 
following title: 


‘fan exact Table to bring Old Tenor into Lawful Money. Also a 
Table to know the Value of Pistoles, Guineas, Johannes, and double 
Johannes, Moydores, English Crowns, Half Crowns, Shillings, and 
Copper Half-Pence at the rate of Dollars at six shillings a Piece, 
at which invariable Value they are fixed by a late Act of this 
Government. The Act is in Force from and after the 31st of March 


1750." 


English copper half pence are rated in the tables in the broadside 
at 18 to the Massachusetts lawful shilling with a table showing the 
value of various lesser numbers,in pence. Farthings are mentioned 


only once in the table and then only in the text. It can be noted 


that farthings are omitted from mention in the title. Counterfeit 
half pence and farthings are not mentioned at all. 

The preamble in the broadside carefully explains the problems 
as to half pence circulation and the following applicable portion 
should be of great interest to those who enjoy the study of small 
change in early America and the fear that the acceptance of 12 
English half pence to the lawful Massachusetts shilling and to 
other moneys of account might be imposed upon them: 





| Erie Wewm an pk | 


' Nothing is here said concerning the Rate that English Copper Half- 
Pence must pass at, by Reason that the Government being possessed 
of so large a Quantity, will no Doubt fix their Value: But with 
humble submission, should they put the Value of a Penny on an 
English Half-Penny (as it is thought by some they will) there is 
great Danger that it will be attended with very fatal Consequences. 
For any one, the least acquainted with Trade and Business, must be 
convinced that in a few Years we shall not have a single Dollar in 
the Province, but shall have Copper substituted in the Room of 
Silver, with this additional Misfortune, that we shall sink one 
Third Part of the Sterling Value of the original Grant made by his 
Majesty to this Province: For at present no Trade is_ so 
advantageous as shipping off Dollars, either to New York, 
Philadelphia, or Great Britain and importing Half<-Pence for 
Returns, provided those Half-Pence are worth here a Penny Lawful 
Money. But should the Government exchange them, and enact that 
others should take them in a just Proportion with Dollars, then the 
true Value of them which is annexed to the Table to know the Value 
of coin’d Gold, &c. may be of Service.!! 


HALF PENCE CIRCULATION PROBLEMS IN MASSACHUSETTS IN 1750 
By 


Eric P. Newman 


‘ 


It is well known that on September 18, 1749 the ship Mermaid 
arrived in Boston with £183,649 2s sterling in silver and copper 
George II English coin to repay the Massachusetts Bay Colony for 
expenditures in military actions against the French in Canada. The 
circulating value of the paper money of the Colony had been heavily 
depreciated and the payment enabled the Colony to exchange its 
paper money at a small portion of its face value and to reestablish 
lawful money at 6 shillings Massachusetts money of account for one 
Spanish dollar. The copper coins in the shipment were contained 
in 100 kegs weighing 10 tons in the aggregate and had a sterling 
value of £2111 4s. 8d. consisting of 815,776 halfpence and 424,032 
farthings all being dated 1749. 

The worries concerning the circulation of the coppers is not 
well known. 

A broadside (now very rare) was published on January l, 
1749/50 by Rogers and Fowle on Queen Street in Boston with the 
following title: 


‘an exact Table to bring Old Tenor into Lawful Money. Also a 
Table to know the Value of Pistoles, Guineas, Johannes, and double 
Johannes, Moydores, English Crowns, Half Crowns, Shillings, and 
Copper Half-Pence at the rate of Dollars at six shillings a Piece, 
at which invariable Value they are fixed by a late Act of this 
Government. The Act is in Force from and after the 31ist of March 


1750." 


English copper half pence are rated in the tables in the broadside 
at 18 to the Massachusetts lawful shilling with a table showing the 
_ value of various lesser numbers,in pence. Farthings are mentioned 
only once in the table and then only in the text. It can be noted 
that farthings are omitted from mention in the title. Counterfeit 
half pence and farthings are not mentioned at all. 

The preamble in the broadside carefully explains the problems 
as to half pence circulation and the following applicable portion 
should be of great interest to those who enjoy the study of small 
change in early America and the fear that the acceptance of 12 
English half pence to the lawful Massachusetts shilling and to 
other moneys of account might be imposed upon them: 
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Nothing is here said concerning the Rate that English Copper Half— 
Pence must pass at, by Reason that the Government being possessed 
of so large a Quantity, will no Doubt fix their Value: But with 
humble submission, should they put the Value of a Penny on an 
English Half-Penny (as it is thought by some they will) there is 
great Danger that it will be attended with very fatal Consequences. 
For any one, the least acquainted with Trade and Business, must be 
convinced that in a few Years we shall not have a single Dollar in 
the Province, but shall have Copper substituted in the Room of 
Silver, with this additional Misfortune, that we shall sink one 
Third Part of the Sterling Value of the original Grant made by his 
Majesty to this Province: For at present no Trade is so 
advantageous as shipping off Dollars, either to New York, 
Philadelphia, or Great Britain and importing Half-Pence for 
Returns, provided those Half-Pence are worth here a Penny Lawful 
Money. But should the Government exchange them, and enact that 
others should take them in a just Proportion with Dollars, then the 
true Value of them which is annexed to the Table to know the Value 
of coin’d Gold, &c. may be of Service.!' 
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When Great Collections Are Sold Bowers and Merena Sells Them 








November 2, 1994 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63178 


Dear Eric: 


I am pleased to enclose our new brochure describing our auction services. After you 
review it, I am sure you will agree that our firm should be the auction house to showcase 
your collection, as Auctions by Bowers and Merena is the finest auction firm in the United 
States. Your collection would be showcased in a catalogue produced with the same attention 
to detail shown in our new brochure. 


I also wanted to make you aware of our 1995 auction schedule. Included are our 
deadlines for accepting consignments so that you may plan ahead for your participation in 
one of these events. 

Finally, I have enclosed a brochure on the Armand Champa Library Collection, the 
largest and finest collection of numismatic literature ever presented at public auction. This is 
an exciting new area for us, and we were proud to have been chosen out of all auction firms 
and numismatic literature dealers to present this collection at auction. 


I would welcome the opportunity to discuss your collection with you. Please call me 
toll-free at 1-800-458-4646 at any time that is convenient for you. 


Sincerely, 


beth. 


Richard A. Bagg, Ph.D. 
Director of Auctions 


RAB/mk 


Enclosures: Auction Brochure, Auction Schedule, Numismatic Literature Brochure 
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December 9, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Ene: . 


I am enclosing herewith a Xerox of an article “Whoops!” that is at the bottom of page 4 of 
Numismatic News, December 13, 1994. I wasn’t aware that you had a secret position with the 
Treasury Department. Now that I know this, there is a book, with a red cover I believe, called A 
Guide Book of United States Coins, which you should buy for your library. This will tell you all 
about the hobby of numismatics (which has to do with coin collecting). 


If you read and study carefully, and even write an article or two, perhaps, you will be very 
fortunate and someday receive a Heath Literary Award. 


With great sincerity, sort of, | remain 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 


Enclosure 
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December 19, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
501 N. Broadway 

St. Louis, MO 63102 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Please find enclosed a photocopy of a uniface impression of currency 
designs for the N.Y.C. issue of December 26, 1814. This is printed on 
thin ivory paper. Would you be so kind as to inform us as to whether 


these are printers’ proofs, reprint sheets, or actually intended for 
currency? As always we appreciate your help with our query. 


Sincerely, 
Li fler ZS: CL c 


Andrew W. Pollock, III 

Staff Numismatist 

Bowers and Merena Gaiieries, Inc. 
AWP/mk 


Enclosure: as stated 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers Janviary 3). 1992 
P.O. SOx L224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I have been in Mexico for a few weeks. 

Your letter about my lack of knowledge of a U.S. 20 cent piece 
as reported in an article entitled WHOOPS in Numismatic News did 
not make me whoops. I called NN and suggested to them that a 
correction entitled WHOOPS! WHOOPS! should be written just as the 
NY times does. However, they chose to call it Whoops again in their 
December 27, 1994 correction. You were the first person to call 
the matter to my attention. 





Thanks for a Hit of comedy. 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES 
INTEROFFICE MEMO 


January 4, 1995 


These are excerpts from the numismatic newspaper. 


| do not object to being accused of being stupid. but to be accused of being an 
official of the Treasury Department is degrading. 


Anything for a laugh...... Se 


a ee 


Whoops! eran). official misses’ on 20- cent piece” 


| Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Eric “to the’ young. ‘audience, “What would” “In pristine’ condition one can be worth 
-Newman should be told that the US. you do if you got a 20-cent piece?”- 7” i to $10,000.’: .# ; 
;,does indeed haye a 20-cent piece. . oR pee of the answers indeed were to” : Newman’ s inaccurate comments’ were | 
: the effect that there was no such coin,’. ironic at a gathering to introduce a pro- .- 
5 po ther enerable Treasury Cash _ : but one youngster piped up, “Spend it. " gram to~:teach young. people : about -. 
hy ri : Newman then confirmed the i impression. - money and to some extent about collect- 
_ pieces have passed, on Nov. 29 Newman “that it w dent ¥ s. d han ae ae; 2 
“assured an audience primarily of third, Sati as a non-existen enomi- ing. syant - 2 eek 
fourth, and fifth grade school pupils that _pations#: a i gevr ys se.” “He could have’ not only supplied the . 
there is no U. . coin of that denomina- _- ¢ Readers ‘of the Now. so course, are. ,; young people with a bit of numismatic : 
t tion. avy ‘Swell aware that the-U.S. struck 20-cent | history, he should have told them: that = 
a | uw pleces ne! time years a Jittle, over. a, cen: “ex COMING across a U.S..20-cent piece is.a _ 
+" The second- eine Tee pe es tury ago..." ibs BE a ait -real?snumismatic:: find:= He ? “missed > a : 
ment executive set himself up for the’ Z : z., They are . highly connie & aed “ golden, opportunity. to*add'": a ‘little: col="* at 
. error by his own posing of the question:. § Sand even in lower grades sy sc at $45,  lecting lore for potential numismatists.{ Be 


“Sy : 


[NUMISMATIC NEWS 12-13-94] © 








_, Whoops again . 


ihe renowned enh ere Eric 

-« Newman received a-call' from a well 

~ known coin dealer friend, he- hardly ex- 

pected to hear, he, meaty ee to eae 
4 a Red Book.” ne eas 


~ The deaibe cited an atticle in the Bbc: 
| 13 issue’ of Numismatic News, under a. 
#,-headline of “Whoops!” .The story‘con-::., 
. cerned the Deputy Secretary. of -the © ' 
-. ~'Treasury mistakenly .telling schoolchil- _ 
os, dren there are no U.S. 20-cent pieces. 


wits «But NN ‘itself slipped, right in the 
a opening of the story, by identifying the 
. Official as Eric Newman. A related story 


‘made it clear that hs cL deb is [IN‘N 12-27-94] 
. Frank Newman. .;- : OS an eee ee 


- Longtime Fiat may ie teaulile . 
-. concéiving of any other name parenting : 
_Newman than Eric, né28 «ac. 24. 
ne .,../ Apologies to Frank and Eric Newman s ": 
ie ,alike*"and’a tip of the hat,to.Eric;New-? 
: man;: who:’so graciously <and ' good-hu:% y 
4 ty r moredly informed NN his pace call.’ 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Andrew W. Pollock III January 6, 1995 
Bowers & Merena Galleries Inc. 

P.0D. Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Andrew: 


The uniface sheet of December 16, 1814 New York City notes 
about which you inquired is one of many iblustrations in 0D.T'. 
Valentine’s Manual of the Corporation of the City of New York for 
1863. It customarily follows page 170. It 1s an entirely redrawn 
and reset copy of the original bills. 

I hope I have been helpful. 


Sincérely, 


oa 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN/ts 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 26, 1995 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 
I think you like meteors because of your meteoric numismatic productivity. 


When in your last telephone conversation you mentioned meteors in Antartica, 
I said I was soon going to an Explorers Club lecture on the subject. You sent 
me the Norton book on meteors, which book arrived the morning of the lecture. 
I read the book immediately and was paralyzingly fascinated. The lecturer was 
Professor Grislaine Crozaz who spoke on her finding meteorites in Antarctica 
on top of glacial drifts which couldn't be pushed out toward the sea because they 
were blocked by mountains. Just as you said, the storms and evaporation 
eliminated the top snow and ice, and left meteorites exposed. She showed 
fascinating pictures of finding them. 


I enclose a pamphlet on the meteor work being done at Washington University. 
You can enroll. 


They showed me moon rocks recovered by Americans and by Russian equipment. 
They were locked up again. Some were xf, some vf, some common, some rare, 
some had planchet defects, porosity, striations, hair lines, proof surfaces, unusual 
wear, scratches, bruises, flaking, edge defects, roughness, breaks, carbon spots, 
off-center, granular areas, specific gravity problems, encapsulation, adulteration, 
toning, and very questionable provenances. 


Thank you for such a stimulating enhancement of what I thought might be another 
dull lecture. Even my wife, who likes certain kinds of "rocks" for adornment, 
agreed that it was astronomical. 

Your starry-eyed friend, 
Eric P. Newpfa eer 


EPN:bv 
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April 7, 1995 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63178 


Dear Eric: 


The Sale of the Herman Halpern Collection and other important consignments drew intense 
mail-bid and personal attendance on March 24-25, in conjunction wiih the Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore Convention in Baltimore, Maryland. 


One of the most talked-about coins of this sale was the spectacular 1797 copper half-cent 
struck with dies from a non-collectible variety of 1796 cent, with the 1796 date and design 
present on the half cent. The variety had been researched in great detail and was expected to 
bring in the range of $5,000 to $10,000. As it turned out, mail bids were well above that range, 
and the piece opened at $11,000, itself a record price. But, this was just the beginning. In 
increments of $1,000 the coin went up—and up—and up some more, to a breathtaking $30,800 
amid spontaneous applause from the audience. Activity at our auction and at the actual 
convention was brisk and enthusiastic. 


Additionally, the sale of Part II of the Armand Champa Numismatic Library realized a very 
successful $300,000. 


As one of our preferred clients, we wanted you to be aware of a special opportunity. You 
are invited to place some of your scarce and rare U.S. and foreign coins into our Rarities Auction, 
a one-day sale to be held just prior to the American Numismatic Association Convention in 
August. We are offering you an exclusive opportunity to be a part of this very prestigious sale. 
Already consigned are a small number of special properties including early federal issues, 
important silver dollars, Proof $3, $5 and $20, MCMVII High Relief double eagles, and an 
outstanding collection of commemorative coins. 


I am writing to you to encourage you to act quickly, as space is limited. Please call me at 
your earliest convenience so that I may assist you in the transportation of your material to our 
offices here in New Hampshire. 


We look forward to working with you. 


Sincerely yours, 


(0d{c__ 
Richard A. Bagg, Ph.D. 


Director of Auctions 
RAB/mk 
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May 11, 1995 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


It was nice of you to call the other day. You caught me somewhat by surprise as I had heard about 
the dinner but really didn’t know that admission was being charged, or really what it was for. 

Now I know! I hope that it works out nicely, and it certainly was fine of the ANA to ask me to be 
involved. 


All the dest 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 


SSS 
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May 12, 1995 


Mr. & Mrs. Eric Newman 

Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Eric and Evelyn: 

Spring has finally sprung here in New England, even though we were seriously 
doubting its arrival until just a few days ago. We can now see small buds on the 
trees (especially the willows), hints of daffodils in bloom, and an overall 
greening of the area. 

What does this mean to you? Our friends Tim and Faith Westman have just 
phoned—informing us that the first batches of New Hampshire maple syrup are 
now ready. We've also chosen a sampling of some other local goodies that we 
feel are great companions to the maple syrup. Under separate cover, Tim will 
be sending you this special assortment to arrive at your doorstep in the next 
week or so. 


All of us here at Bowers and Merena appreciate your friendship. 


Sincerely S, 


Q. David Bowers 


Raymond N. om 


/mk 
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August 23, 1995 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

It was great to see you in Anaheim. Thank you so much for being a benefactor to the dinner that 
the ANA hosted for me on the 16th—and for being there in person. And, as always, it was nice to 
talk with you on other occasions and also to see you at the Rittenhouse Society breakfast. 


I look forward to seeing you the next time our paths cross. 


Thanks again, ¥ 







Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


ODB/rsm 
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October 6, 1995 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63178 


Dear Eric: 


Here is a letter from the two of us! 


In recent times our auction program has been busier than ever. Records have been set, 
millions of dollars' worth of coins, numismatic books, paper money, and other items 
have changed hands, and we have many pleased consignors and bidders! 


From September 10 through 14 the attention of the numismatic community was 
riveted on two landmark Bowers and Merena auction sales: The Armand Champa 
Sale Part 3 went wild and brought the total to close to $1 million for the finest 
American numismatic library ever auctioned (and there still is one sale to go!). Then 
at our Greenwald and Jackson Collections Sale featuring United States and world 
coins, over $3 million worth of beautiful specimens changed hands. 


Meanwhile, on the docket next month in November is our sale of the Rogers M. Fred, 
Jr., and Peter A. Ward, M.D. Collections. The two-day New York City sale will 
feature a breathtaking collection of U.S. pattern coins, regular coins in all series from 
half cents to $20 gold, commemoratives, colonials, a simply amazing collection of 
Civil War tokens, a great collection of British coins, a superb collection of antique 
scales, and much more! The catalogue is now being printed. 


Now, to the importance of this letter! 


Right now, our entire organization is working on our magnificent 1996 auction 
season. We are well on our way to filling our Los Angeles auction to be held January 
25-26. Featured will be the incomparable James Bennett Pryor Collection of U.S. 
Half Dollars and the magnificent rarity laden cabinet of Dr. Set Shababian. 
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Consignments now being catalogued guarantee that our Los Angeles sale will be 
one of the most important events of the decade! In fact, TWO separate catalogues 
are being prepared for the occasion! 


After that it is off to Baltimore for our March sale. 


Good news! We have a few hundred slots still available for your coins in our Los 
Angeles event and some openings in Baltimore, too. 


We invite you to be a part of our important 1996 auction season. Our clients are 
eager bidders for coins. The coin market is very active. The Bowers and Merena 
track record for earning the best bottom-line results for our clients is unmatched in 
numismatics. (Of the top 10 world's auction sale records for U.S. coins, we hold 
6, while our closest competitors hold 2, 1, and 1 respectively.) 


If you act during the next several weeks, your coins and other important items can 
be expertly catalogued, evaluated for photography and showcased in our special 
Grand Format™ catalogue now being prepared for our fabulous Los Angeles sale. 


If you have coins for sale, this may well be your BEST OPPORTUNITY to realize 
the highest market price! Both of us would be delighted to hear from you 
regarding consigning to the January auction, or any one of our auctions in the 
upcoming year. The entire Bowers and Merena staff looks forward to the 
possibility of working with you on your consignment. 





Q. David Bowers 
Chairman 


fob 


Dr. Richard A. Bagg 
Auction Director 


/mk 
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October 30, 1995 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

I am enclosing herewith an advertisement for Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
taken from the current issue of Scientific American. I thought for sure you would 
want to check on the circled item!!! 


All the best to you and Evelyn. 


Sincerel 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mk 


Enclosure: as stated. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


QO. David Bowers November 2, 1995 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


What an eagle eye you have to find an address on Bungtown 
Road! 
Please look at pages 163-164 of "English and Bungtown Halfpence" 


in Studies on Money in Early America (ANS 1976). 
I am glad my research included it, otherwise I would have felt 


like a perfect bung. 


My best, 
Le 


Oa Z| CRU 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers November 20, 1995 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


I notice in Coin World for November 27, 1995 that you are 
planning a 4th edition of your book on UU, 6. *d0l tars. We had 
correspondence about ,the 1804 dollar and the 1801, 1802 and 1803 
proofs after the first edition appeared. Would you like me to 
review your latest text on ‘The matter. If so send it to me and 
T*11 try to help. I.only have the original edition. I do not know 
if you have read my most recent comments on the matter in the ANS 
1993 COAC published in 1995, as I tried to give the reason why the 
1804 dollar and 1804 Eagle were created. 


Regards, 
ya 


ee 


Eric P. Newman 
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November 22, 1995 


Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
P.O. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 


Dear Bernie: 


I read with a degree of sadness the other day in Business Week that Edison 
Brothers Stores is in Chapter 11. I know how difficult this must be, and what a 
challenge the ever-changing retail environment must be. I am just writing to wish 
you all the best for coming out of the situation whole and, eventually, regaining a 
good amount of strength once again. 


Having been in retailing (of a sort) all of my life, I know that there are no 
guarantees, and that every year brings a game. I do believe, however, that quality 
and value have a way of outlasting low price, but there is no doubt that at least in 
the coin business, the appeal of low price attracts many buyers who don’t think 
about quality or service. 


Good things do happen to good people, and I'll keep my fingers crossed and my 
hopes up that everything will work out fine. 
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EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON November 28, 1995 


Mr. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Thank you very much for your warm note about the current 
difficulties at Edison Brothers. It is, indeed, a painful period. 


Your empathy towards what we are going through and your good 


wishes for a _ successful outcome are very much appreciated. 
It was thoughtful of you to write. 


Sincerely, 


Bernard Edison 


mb 
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May 17, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63178 


Dear Eric: 


In just a few short days, we will be inundated with bidders from all over the world compet- 
ing for the magnificent coins to cross the block in the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection. Many 
of these bidders are new to the market, are extremely enthusiastic, and will participate in our 
following sales as well. Add these bidders to our regular mailing list bulging with active buyers, 
and you have a "lot of money waiting to buy your coins." 


Now, for the news of a truly great auction event in August, our fabulous annual Rarities 
Sale to be held in Denver just prior to the A.N.A. Convention. Showcased will be important 
single coins, groups, sets, and many other items—a stellar offering that will attract worldwide 
attention. 


If you act during the next several days, your coins and other important items can be expertly 
catalogued for our Rarities auction, evaluated for photography, and showcased in our special 
Grand Format™ catalogue sent to our greatly expanded, worldwide clientele of aggressive coin 
buyers. Space is limited to the first 500 lots received. 


Already consigned are important type coins, rare U.S. gold pieces including Proof $21, 
Proof $3, Proof $10 and Proof $20 examples, valuable pattern issues, and outstanding commemo- 
ratives. A world-class event is in the making! 


If you have been waiting for the right time to sell, this is your opportunity. The market is 
hot, and our sales have been setting records. Our Rarities Sale will bring you the best possible 
market price for your coins. 


Call or write, and I'll do the rest. I am just a telephone call away at 1-800-458-4646. The 
entire Bowers and Merena organization look forward to the chance to work closely with you and 
your coins to yield the highest possible price. 


Sincerely yours, 
Richard A. Bagg, Ph.D. 


Director of Auctions 
RAB/mk 
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July 10, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Enc: 


Thank you for your nice note enclosing the advertisement for in-line skates. I had seen something 
like this in one of the issues of Harper’s Weekly, I believe, and remarked at the time—this was a 
few years ago—that this wasn’t generally known, especially since roller blades seem to have come 
up with a “new” concept. I also think that Forbes reprinted an old ad a couple years ago. | 
suppose this goes into the category of “the more things change, the more they are the same.” 


In the same vein, about ten or fifteen years ago when I was doing research for the Moxie 
Encyclopedia, | studied Dr. Augustin Thompson, the compounder of Moxie, and he talked a little 
about homeopathic medicine. Now in recent times homeopathic medicine seems to have made a 
renaissance. Again, “the more things change, the more they are the same.” 


I am putting the finishing touches on a book tentatively titled American Coin Hoards and 
Treasures, with Michael Hodder being the research associate. We have gathered over 100 
documented (mostly) instances of specific finds of American numismatic hoards, plus general 
information about Treasury, commemorative, and other hoards and groups. If you would like to 
see a draft manuscript of the book and possibly from your vast repertoire of 19th century see if you 
can add anything, I’d be happy to send one. “Payment” would be listing you as a contributor. 


Meanwhile, I’ll make note of the “new pennies” advertisement and stick that into the book as well. 





QDB/rsm 


cc Michael Hodder 
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Q. David Bowers July 17,1996 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


Your suggestion in your July 10, 1996 letter that I might add 
to the Coin Hoard manuscript makes me wonder whether Michael Hodder 
can obtain from Stack’s the story of the Stepney, Connecticut 


hoard. Breen and others have written it up but no one has 
indicated where or when the hoard was found and what Vermonts and 
Connecticuts were taken out before Stack’s disposed of it. Who 


got it first ? This would be fascinating. Perhaps Stacks can find 
the inventory of what they sold to the Connecticut collector of 
Connecticuts. I forgot his name. It was prior to Ned Barnsley. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


©? BOWERS AND MERENA 
Cv @ ALLE RIE S IN € Your friends in the rare coin business 
oh Bs J : 


November 26, 1996 





Mr. James Taylor 

American Numismatic Association 
818 N. Cascade Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Dear James: 


Thank you for your telephone call and also for your letter of November 19. Upon 
reflection, I’m not sure that I would want to take a week out of my life in July (the 
height of the excellent summer season here in Wolfeboro—and the summer season 
is all too short—to be an instructor in Colorado Springs. However, I do have many 
nice memories of the years in which I did teach week-long courses in Colorado. Of 
course, at the time I lived in Beverly Hills, California, and contrary to popular 
television lore, I always thought Colorado was a great place to “escape” to. Now 
that | am in New Hampshire, New Hampshire has its own attributes (although my 
son Lee lives in Colorado, enjoys it a lot, and I still like Colorado very much, as 
you know). 








Anyway, I’m drifting around the map a little bit, but what I would like to propose 
would be this: If Eric Newman is willing, how about having a day-long “theatre” 
in New York City prior to the ANA Convention? Our company is going to be 
conducting a sale of 500 lots on Monday, July 28, Tuesday is PNG Day, and so on, 
so the ideal time would be on Saturday or Sunday. I understand that the ANA is 
cooperating with the peaple putting on the pre-ANA show and is having something 
like “Ten Days of Money in New York City,” or something like that—I don’t have 
the information on hand as I write this letter. In any event, I would be happy to 
work with Eric side-by-side on a day-long presentation, with a lunch break for the 
students, which would begin at, say, 9:00 a.m., go until noon, then continue from 
1:00 until 5:00. I am sure that Eric and I can create a program that would be very 
interesting, exciting, and memorable to the participants, would be a nice feather in 
the cap of ANA, and also would be at a venue where I would be anyway (for I had 
planned to come to New York City on Saturday), and which Eric probably would 
be anyway, as well ([ imagine Eric would attend at least part of the ANA 
Convention later on in the week). 


Sm a aetna nie ised talent eee 
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Mr. James Taylor 
November 26, 1996 
Page 2 


Perhaps this could be titled something like “A Day With Eric Newman and Dave 
Bowers—A Special ANA Presentation.” 


While the subject of colonial coinage and paper money could, of course, be a part 
of this, it seems to me that Eric might want to share some of his experiences 
concerning being a very active numismatist for several decades, his research in 
writing, some of the personalities he has known, and so on. People like “human 
interest” things, and I believe that a program could be created that would 
incorporate quite a bit of this sort of thing. 


Alternatively, the program could be set up during a day at the ANA Convention 
itself, although it probably shouldn’t be the first day or two of the Convention, as 
people will be busy with other things. Also, you have your own Numismatic 
Theatre presentations to contend with. 


My preference would be to have it as a separate day before the ANA show. I do 
feel it would be quite a find drawing card for you. 


So that you can plan and so that this idea can be accepted or rejected at the outset 
by those who count, I’Il send a copy of this letter to Eric Newman and ask him to 
share his ideas, also to Bob Leuver, and also to Ken Bressett. If they agree that 
something like this can be worked out, I am prepared to go full speed ahead and 
come up with some sort of an exciting day-long agenda, working with Eric in the 
construction of this. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/raf 


cc: Eric P. Newman, Bob Leuver, Ken Bressett 
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January 15, 1997 VIA PRIORITY MAIL 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am sending herewith a revised printout of the 1804 half dollar listing for the 
Eliasberg Collection. A few pedigrees have been changed here and there as have a 
few other things. 


I am also sending along a printout of a little essay on the 1835 “restrike” half 
dollar. Eric, if you have any suggestions, and have the ability to send them back 
by fax, or use the enclosed FED EX envelope, this would be appreciated. 


I hope you and Evelyn are enjoying the winter, as much as you can, and are not 
suffering from frostbite. On the other hand, perhaps when you receive this letter 
you will be down in the tropics—you have been to more places than anyone else I 
know. 


Eric, thank you for any help you can provide. 


Sincerely yours, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/rsm 
Enclosure: Printouts and prepaid return FED EX packaging 


PS: This letter was dictated just a few moments before you called. Thanks for 
calling. 
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January 20, 1997 


John W. Adams 
Remy Bourne 
John Jay Ford, Jr. 
George Kolbe 
Eric P. Newman 
Joel J. Orosz 


Dear Friends: 


I am sending along with this letter a draft of the text (in entirely different layout 
than will be in final format) for a little monograph I did to be part of a forthcoming 
group of booklets titled “Little Studies.” 


As the subject is W. Elliot Woodward, I thought you might be interested. 


If you have any corrections, suggestions, or anything else, | would be grateful to 
receive them. “Payment” will be an acknowledgment in the credit section, and a 
copy of the finished booklet (big deal!). 


Thanks for anything you find. 


Sincerely \yours, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/rsm 
cc: Mark Borckardt, Chris Karstedt, Ray Merena 


Enclosure: Postpaid return envelope 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


February 10, 1997 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear David: 


Your March 6, 1997 Auction Sale Catalogue contains Lot #1025 being 
uniface imprints of unfinished Merchants National Bank of Chicago pieces. 
I want to caution you that these are probably reprints from an unfinished 
captured counterfeit plate used in the preparation of several editions 
of Heath's Counterfeit Detector. I suggest that you check out this matter. 
I mentioned on Heath that another dealer long ago featured other reprints 
from counterfeit plates as genuine and was severely criticized. Fortunately, 
you have many Heath detectors in your sale and can no doubt find these 
counterfeit reprints in some of the Banking House editions. 


My best as always, 


Sincerely, 


CL efTee : 
i oy 


Eric P. Newman 
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February 14, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
KALWR ONARSY A wp erentt ee. 
UtTJIVU UL AAV ULUY 


St. Louis, MO 63105 
Dear Eric: 


Thank you very much for the cautionary note of February 10". I'll check into the 
matter immediately and assuming that these are reprints will identify them as such 
in the sale, by making an announcement at the time of the sale, and also by putting 
a note with the specific lot 1025 so that this will be seen during the lot viewing 
process. Thank you so much! 


One of these days I am going to find something in an obscure book—probably 
printed in Swahili—that you don’t know about, haven’t come across, and provides 
some new numismatic information! 


Sincerely yours, 


. David Bowers 
QDB/rsm 


cc: Dr. Richard A. Bagg 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


February 17, 1997 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1224 


Dear Dave: 

Your Woodward opus sent 1/20/97 lacks the greatest thing a numismatist can do 
——issue his own money. Enclosed is a photocopy of the 20¢ Mt. Pleasant Apothecary 
Store of 1/1/63 signed in Roxbury, MA by W. Elliot Woodward himself. 

Other corrections are trivial. In lot 1643 Wyatt copied Felt's illustration of 1837 
even though Felt copied English sources (see The Secret of the Good Samaritan 


Shilling). 


Norton's Literary Letter had numismatic portions. It was earlier (1859?) than 
Woodward. 


Keep writing. 






P,,Newman 


EPN:bv 
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February 24, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
645() Ceci! Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter and the very nice copy of the Woodward script. I do have 
an unused, unsigned example, and instead of employing that in the manuscript I 
will use yours. Thanks again! 


Woodward is said to have issued five-cent notes, but I have not seen one. Do you 
have one? 


[ have fairly well decided to do a book on Woodward, using his series of sales as 
the focus not only on the sales and on Woodward, but on general numismatic 
activity during the period. Thus, if you have any unsual Woodward-iana that you 
would care to share, I would be very grateful! I haven’t really started the project 
except to gather information, and I have not quite talked myself into doing it, but I 
think [ will. 


mn a ae ae 
INaNKS again. 


Sincerely/yours, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 
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February 25,1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you again for your letter of February 17. I can’t place the cross reference to 
Norton’s literary letter. I don’t believe I said that Woodward was the first to put 
out auction catalogues or, in fact, the first to print anything. Can you tell me where 
the cross-reference should go? 


All the best. 


Sincere 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 
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March 10, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for sending along the two copies. I appreciate this very much. 


Also thank you once again for calling my attention to the Heath’s Counterfeit 
Detector plate in our auction sale—for the Merchant’s National Bank. This lot was 
withdrawn prior to the sale. 





Q. David Bowers 
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April 16, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


| am sending along with this a very rough draft of some information I have put 
together concerning that somewhat mysterious figure, Augustus B. Sage. 


What will happen to this, I really don’t know—but publishing it as a “Little 
Edition” is a possibility. It might be quite interesting if photographs can be 
obtained of some of the medals and tokens involved. Among the things I have yet 
to do is to sort out the tokens and cross-reference them to other sources; at present, 
attributions are incomplete. 


Eric, perhaps you have some printed “stuff” or other items around in your vast 
treasures of memorabilia and information! 


Why don’t you let me know your thoughts. 


Best wishes, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 
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Dave: 


On the Augustus B. Sage matter 

| bought the Horatio N. Rust white 
metal medal by Sage from you 

as Lot 2035 Robt. W. Miller Collection 
Nov. 20. 1992. | have it with my 
Fugios if you need it. 


EPN 


FROM THE.DESK OF ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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June 9, 1997 


ivir. Eric PF. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


The Augustus Sage project continues to come along nicely. I certainly am 
discovering a wealth of information that is new to me and, I suspect, will be new to 
most people who read what is now turning out to be a fairly large book. 


Concerning the Horatio N. Rust white metal token, if you could send me a 
measurement of this in millimeters, measured on the axis from top to bottom, and 
also the weight in grains, I will include this in my database of token weights. 


To the best of my knowledge, the Numismatic Gallery pieces in white metal were 
made only of the last several portraits in the series (not of the early ones such as 
Bushnell) and are not restrikes, but are later original issues, with the copper pieces 
being emitted in the spring of 1859 and the white metal issues by late summer of 
the same year. 


For me, essentially a non-traveler, things have been rather busy lately, with two of 
the past three weeks spent at such diverse places as Chicago and Los Angeles 
(neither of which hold a candle to dear old New England, in my opinion). 


All good wis 







Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


QO. David Bowers June 19, 1997 
}.o2, BOs e724 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


De:ar Dave: 


You have devised a clever program for the NLG Bash. Thanks 
for: your June 12, 1997 memo asking me to participate. 
Unfortunately I will not be able to be present at the ANA 
Convention this year as I am attending a wedding in South Africa. 

I will gladly write an episode for someone to read. It will 
be on the 1804 half dollar and give Mehl the credit of 
authenticating this superb alteration as genuine. I can encourage 
more alterations to make it more fun for collectors and more 
difficult for authenticators. Just look at Smith counterfeits. 


Let me know if you want something like that. 





Er$¢ P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


For 1997 NLG Bash 


COAC talk of 
Eric P. Newman 


My opic is the 1804 US Half dollar. Enough has already been 
written about the 1804 Dollar. The 1804 half dollar is unique or 
nearly so and has. been authenticated by the great numismatic 
authority B. Max Mehl. The fact that it has an altered date should 
not affect its rarity because a genuine die for the 1804 half 
dollar was actually cut and was never used until it was genuinely 
overdated by punching a 5 over the 4 to make the 1805 over 1804 
half. 

The importance of a unique altered coin is precarious because 
a Peanut Gallery mint could make an 1804 half dollar and the 
purchaser could hawe Smith of Ann Street in New York City remove 
the word COPY whichever side of the coin it was om. A sliding 
scale of rarity could then be developed beginning with N.C. zero 
(Non-Collectible) and running up to N.C. 200 (Nearly Common). When 
such a coin is slabbed it could be graded minus 63 or minus 60 
depending on whether you are buying or selling. 

If you have any questions, feel free to answer them. 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 
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July 1, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you so much for your note. I am enclosing herewith a printout of what I 
have examined. If it would be possible for you to measure the vertical axis of your 
Rust token more carefully (see sheet enclosed of what I already have) this would 
be really appreciated. It probably measures 30.8 mm or 30.9 mm. 


Thank you for your superb research paper on the 1804 silver dollar. I will 
transcribe this and will present it at the program. I may present it myself with some 
sort of a comedy thing such as looking at my watch very frequently as I read your 
wonderful presentation. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 


Enclosure as noted 
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sory 22, 1997 
Rittenhouse Society Information 
This is an open letter from me, Dave Bowers, to all members: 


The annual breakfast meeting of the Society is to be held at the Marriott Marquis Hotel, 
Times Square, New York City, Saturday, August 2, 1997, at 8:50 AM. By means of this letter 
I’ll ask Ken Bressett—who as president of the American Numismatic Association I know will 
at least be in the hotel on Saturday—to act as the coordinating center for information 
concerning the location of the breakfast. Presumably there is some type of breakfast 
restaurant or appropriate facility that will be easy for everyone to find. 


My own schedule will not permit me to be there on Saturday. I will be returning to 
Wolfeboro on Friday morning, having been in New York City for ten days. Things have been 
a bit hectic for me lately, and as I write this letter I have recently returned from spending ten 
days in California and Colorado. 


Craig Whitford wrote to me stating that due to several large projects keeping him busy, he 
has not been able to send out information on a timely basis. He sent me a file of past things, 
and I stated that for the present I would have my office—with my secretary, Rosalie 
Minnerly, being the focal point—act as a clearinghouse for Rittenhouse Society information. 
If at the breakfast meeting on August 2° someone wishes to step forward and take over this 
project, this would be fine with me. Otherwise, I will keep things on hand here. I do ask that 
someone (Ken Bressett, could you facilitate this?) take some notes of the Saturday morning 
meeting, together with a list of those in attendance and send it to me so that I can send 
information out to the membership. 


With this present letter | am enclosing a letier I seni to Craig Whitford on August 28, 1996, 
relative to the meeting for last year. These had not been sent out, so after you read them; add 
them to your Rittenhouse Society file. 


I am also sending a list of current members. I will keep this on a computer file here in 
Wolfeboro, and will be appreciative of any changes of address or status. 


Craig Whitford’s files reveal that there is some unfinished business concerning a memorial 
for Walter Breen, who passed away on April 28, 1993. A recommendation had been made for 
a “Walter Breen Memorial Medal” to be issued by the Rittenhouse Society as a non-profit, 
non-commercial activity. A questionnaire was sent out by Craig, asking which members 
would endorse such a medal and make a voluntary purchase. The files showed that the 
following people responded in the affirmative: Ken Rendell, Ron Guth, Dave Bowers, Hank 
Spangenberger, Michael Hodder, Bill Fivaz, and Rick Bagg. There is a big leap between 
having a few people interested and actually designing, creating, and producing a medal. If 
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such a thing is to be done, I suggest that it be discussed at the August 2, 1997, meeting, 
together with some financial implementation. Dick Johnson tells me he is going to be there; 
Dick is well versed in the production of medals, and at the meeting could probably discuss 
the various ramifications. If a medal is not approved and financed, and if some other type of a 
memorial is desired, how about presenting a copy of Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia 
of U.S. and Colonial Coins to each of the ANA and ANS libraries, with a bookplate noting 
that the gift is from the Rittenhouse Society in Walter’s honor. While both libraries already 
have copies, such copies are apt to be used intensively, and I am sure that room could be 
found for a duplicate. Just an idea. We can get these books wholesale here at Bowers and 
Merena for probably about $50 each (I haven’t checked the price). This letter will state my 
willingness to donate $20 towards such a project. I feel that if this project goes forward, 
rather than just one or two people making a donation—I would have no problem with 
donating more—it would be more in the spirit if we had a bunch of $10 to $20 donations. 
Again, just an idea. 


[ am not aware of any other pending items on Rittenhouse Society business. There is always 
the idea of having new members. We passed last August a regulation suggested by Bob 
Julian, “that not more than one person per year be admitted to membership, and that the 
names of candidates for membership be submitted by anyone desiring to do so in advance to 
the secretary.” This motion was seconded by Neil Shafer and passed unanimously. Thus, the 
secretary has not received any new nominations, so there will be no new members admitted 
this year. If there are any other nominations proposed, why doesn’t everyone decide on the 
August 2° meeting and then forward the name to me for voting upon during the 1998 year, 
or possibly by mail. 


That is about it from this vantage point. I will be at the ANA pre-show, and then will be 
conducting our own “Rarities Sale” auction on Monday, and then will be at the ANA 
convention itself through Thursday afternoon. I would be happy to see any Rittenhouse 
Society members during any of these events—just come by and say hello. 


I will send out a newsletter after the convention, once I have received the minutes of what 
happens on August 2". 





Q. David Bowers for the Rittenhouse Society 


Enc.: Letter dated August 8, 1996 to Craig Whitford, including minutes of last year’s 
meeting; current membership list (any corrections would be appreciated) 
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RITTENHOUSE SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 
John W. Adams Bill Fivaz 
Adams, Harkness & Hill, Inc. PO Box 888660 
60 State Street, 12 Floor Atlanta, GA 30356 
Boston, MA 02109-1803 
Phone: 617-423-6688 George Fuld 
Fax: 617-695-1962 12134 Heneson Garth 
Owings Mills, MD 21117-1600 
Richard A. Bagg 
Bowers & Merena Galleries Ron Guth 
PO Box 1224 PO Box 1500 


Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Phone: 603-569-5095 
Fax: 603-569-5319 


Q. David Bowers 

Bowers & Merena Galleries 
PO Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Phone: 603-569-5095 

Fax: 603-569-5319 


Kenneth E. Bressett 

PO Box 60145 

Colorado Springs, CO 80960-0145 
Fax: 719-579-8012 


Carl W.A. Carlson 
RR2 Box 4 
South Salem, NY 10590 


Grover Criswell 
Rt. 3, Box 1085 
Ft. McCoy, FL 32637 


La Jolla, CA 92038 


N. Neil Harris 
13115 Lariat Circle 
Elbert, CO 80106-9024 


Michael Hodder 
689 North Main Street 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


D. Wayne Johnson 
1524 Straits Turnpike 
Middlebury, CT 06762-1804 


Robert W. Julian 
1003 Riverside Drive 
Logansport, IN 46947 


John Kraljevich Jr. 
265 Murray School Road 
Pottstown, PA 19465 


Denis W. Loring 

PO Box 363 

New York, NY 10101 

Phone: 212-314-3250 (office) 
Phone: 212-877-3928 (home) 
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Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
Phone: 314-331-6540 


Ken Rendell 

PO Box 9001 

Wellesley, MA 021811-9001 
Phone: 617-431-1776 

Fax: 617-237-1492 


Margo Russell 
3043 County Road 25-A 
Sidney, OH 45365 


Neil Shafer 
PO Box 17138 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 


Hank Spangenberger 
PO Box 215 
West Carrollton, OH 45449 


Craig A. Whitford 
PO Box 22026 
Lansing, MI 48909 


Clearinghouse for Rittenhouse 
Information: Ms. Rosalie Minnerly 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

PO Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

Phone: 603-569-5095 

Fax: 603-569-5319 








. BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


Your frends in the rare coin business 


August 28, 1996 


Mr. Craig A. Whitford 
PO) Box 22026 
Lansing, MI 48909 


Dear Craig: 


Here are some “minutes” for the meeting of the Rittenhouse Society that you might want to type up 
and distribute. I am sorry you were not able to come to the Denver show. The breakfast was very 
nice. 


On Saturday morning, August 17, 1996, at 8:30 AM, the Rittenhouse Society convened at the 
restaurant of the Marriott Hotel in Denver, not far from the Denver Convention Center where the 
annual convention of the American Numismatic Association was 1n progress. 


Per custom, members of the Society were invited as well as spouses. This year there was just one 
spouse, Christie Bowers. Kenneth E. Bressett, who as a secondary duty (in addition to his 
membership in the Rittenhouse Society) is president of the American Numismatic Association, did 
not turn up—and if he had, his wife Bert, always a regular at Rittenhouse Society meetings, no 
doubt would have been with him. Hopefully, the ANA affairs did not interfere with what the 
Rittenhouse Society was doing. Quite possibly Ken owes the Society an apology, although at this 
time we will not ask that he resign his presidency of that other group. 


Sceaied ai a iong tabic, which kept being added to as more peopic arrived, were the following 
attendees: Dave Bowers (who generated this report), his wife Christie, Neal Shafer, Bob Julian, 
Ed Reiter, Denis Loring, Ron Guth (who recently moved from his long-established home in 
Kentucky to a new employment opportunity in San Diego), John Kraljevich (distinguished “Y oung 
Numismatist” who is now going to college and, like all of us, is getting older— but who does hold 
up the young end of the membership roster), Mark Borckardt, Eric P. Newman, Bill Fivaz, and 
Grover Criswell. 


As always, “business” was limited, and camaraderie was the order of the morning. However, 
there was a proposal made by Bob Julian that we have something in the way of orderly election 
procedures—rather than spontaneous nominations. Bob suggested that not more than one person 
per year be admitted to membership, and that the names of candidates for membership be submitted 
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by anyone desiring to do so in advance to the secretary. This motion was seconded by Neal Shafer 
and passed unanimously. 


Although this wasn’t discussed at the present meeting, in the past it has been the policy that the 
Rittenhouse Society membership be kept small enough that breakfast meetings, with all 
participating around a single table, remain a possibility. We have thus far resisted the temptation to 
throw the doors open to just about anyone and having a “large” group, simply because there are 
already so many large groups. 


It was noted that member Carl W. Carlson has been incapacitated in recent times, and that Hank 
Spangenberger was ill and was not able to make the convention. Ken Rendell, a coin dealer in the 
late 1950s and 1960s when Rittenhouse Society was formed, and who today is one of the best 
known dealers in the field of autographs and manuscripts (and is occasionally seen on television as 
well, as when he unmasked the fake Hitler diaries), occasionally makes it to our meetings, but not 
this one. It was commented that D. Wayne Johnson, first editor of Coin World, who held the post 
before Margo Russell’s distinguished tenure of nearly twenty-five years, has not been heard from 
recently. Dick, if you read these words, you should come and say hello at one of our future get- 
togethers. 


Margo Russell, usually as regular a member attendee as could be imagined, was not here this year, 
and we all missed her. Margo is one of the true “greats” in American numismatics and has had a 
profound influence on the hobby. 


Eric P. Newman was there as always (really have there been any exceptions at all?) and acts almost 
as young as John Kraljevich. However, Eric 1s a bit along in years. Dave Bowers recalled that 
when the Rittenhouse Society was organized in the 1950s and officially formed in 1960, it was at 
first proposed that membership be limited to people under 30 years of age, as these were the “new 
wave’ of enthusiasts, in contrast to the old-timers such as Abe Kosoff, Hans Schulman, B. Max 
Mehl (who had died in 1957), Morton Stack, and other old-timers whose names appeared on most 
of the catalogues all of us enjoyed reading. Eric Newman was unanimously desired to be a 
member of the Society, and as Eric was over 30—just a little bit we presume—the age requirement 
was dropped. Now, virtually nobedy is under 30, except the aforementioned John Kraljevich. 


After being in session for about an hour, the Rittenhouse Society members each went their own 
way, some of them remembering a joke that had been told by Bob Julian. Here goes: 


A numismatist and a scientist were roommates. While the numismatist was busy working 
on his coins, the scientist interrupted and proposed a contest: 


“T’ll ask you a question, and if you can’t answer it, you give me $5. Then you can ask me 
a question, and if I can’t answer it, I’ll give you $5.” The scientist was very proud of his 
knowledge, and thought he knew just about everything there was to know. 
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August 28, 1996 
Page 3 


The numismatist begged off, saying he was busy, whereupon the scientist said: “Tell you 
what. If I miss a question, I’ll give you $50, but if you miss one you still only have to 
give me $5.” 


This was too hard to resist, and the numismatist accepted. Whereupon the scientist asked: 
“What is the distance between the earth and the moon?” 


The numismatist didn’t know, and reached into his wallet and took out a $5 bill, and gave it 
to the scientist. Now it was the numismatist’s turn. 


“What goes up a hill on three legs, and comes down the hill on four legs?” 


The scientist thought and thought some more. Truly this was a puzzling question. He then 
made a call to the Library of Congress for help, but gained nothing. Then he put an inquiry 
on the Internet, but still nothing. Finally, two hours later, he reached into his wallet, took 
out a $50 bill, and gave it to the numismatist. 


“What is the answer?” the scientist asked. 


“TI don’t know either,” replied the numismatist, reached into the wallet again and gave the 
scientist $5. 


Craig, if you have any problem with sending this out, just drop me a note with the mailing list of 
the membership and [I] take care of it. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 


Topic: NLG Bash skit, Thursday 
night at the ANA convention 


Memorandum from Dave Bowers 
July 22, 1997 


I am sending a copy of this to all 
participants, plus two copies Ed Reiter 
(Ed, please send a copy to the master of 
ceremonies; I do not know who this will 
be—Wendell Wolka?). . This is the final 
draft of the NLG 


Date: June 12, 1997 
From: Dave Bowers 


The participants are as follows (copies 
sent to these people) 


Dave Bowers (moderator of the sympo- 
sium) 

Ken Bressett (accepted) 

Mark Borckardt (accepted) 

Helen Carmody (accepted) 


Eric Newman (accepted; sent proxy 
statement) 


Scott Travers (accepted) 
Tom DeLorey (accepted) 
Pat Merena (accepted) 
Ray Merena (accepted) 


Two copies also sent to Ed Reiter. 


DAVE BOWERS: Dave comes out 
onto the stage and tells the audience that a 
great treat is in store this evening. Some- 
thing like: 

You all know about the great success of 
the Coinage of the Americas Conference, 
held each year by the American Numismatic 
Society, with recent events being capably 
organized by the distinguished curator of 
the Society, Dr. John Kleeberg. 


The Coinage of the Americas Confer- 
ence involves a great deal of expense and 
preparation. Recognized experts come from 
different parts of the United States or even 
abroad, spend a day or two at the Society, 
and present lectures or programs which ad- 
dress specific topics-perhaps an obscure 
variety of a token, perhaps minting proce- 


dures, perhaps a numismatic personality, 
perhaps something else. 


Over the years the Coinage of the 
Americas Conference has come to be recog- 
nized as one of the premier events of the 
year. 


Not to be outdone, and seeking to 
achieve our own recognition, the Numis- 
matic Literary Guild has decided to make its 
own Coinage of the Americas Conference. 
We have been working for many months to 
present a program that will bring long- 
overdue recognition to our Guild. 


You are all lucky to be here this evening 
and be part of this historical event. 

You may wonder how we can accom- 
plish such a great event in such a short 
space of time, but with modern technology 
it is certainly possible. You must remember 
that 1997 is in the era of the one-minute 
manager, and even one of our distinguished 
NLG members, Scott Travers, has written a 
book about something like the “One-Minute 
Coin Expert,” and, going back further in 
history, we even have the Minute Man of 
Lexington and Concord. 


Clearly, if you have something impor- 
tant to do, it seems that one minute is 
enough time. 


As time is money—I think an old token 
says this, and Ben Franklin thought of it 
first—each of our participants will be lim- 
ited to one minute for the presentation. That 
said, beyond the brilliant concept of the 
one-minute expert, we feel that with the 
present budgetary constraints of the Nu- 
mismatic Literary Guild, we cannot afford 
to have a two-day event, or to serve free 
refreshments, or to issue a book about the 
event, and so on. Thus, we propose to have 
our own version, with very distinguished 
speakers, each giving one minute of their 
expertise. Hopefully, the net effect will be 
the same. Most probably, the American 
Numismatic Society will be copying us for 
their next seminar. 


As Numismatic Literary Guild members 
have a way of being garrulous, we have en- 
listed the assistance of Patricia Merena— 
also known as Mrs. Raymond Merena, Ray 
being president of the Professional Numis- 
matists Guild—to stand on the stage as the 
presentations are being given. Drawing 
from vaudeville tradition, Pat Merena is 
equipped with the well-known “hook”—and 
a stop watch. We’ll call her the “hook per- 


son” or “hook lady,” unless someone has a 
better term. Should any participant go even 
one second over the limit, the hook will be 
brought into effect, and he or she will be 
jerked off the stage. 


We are indeed fortunate today to have 
an illustrious group of participants. First in 
line is Mark Borckardt. Mr. Borckardt, a 
professional numismatist, writer and cata- 
loguer, has a long-standing interest in early 
copper coins, and, in fact, is currently edit- 
ing the manuscript of Walter Breen cover- 
ing large cents 1793-1814. I now present 
Mr. Borckardt to share his knowledge of 
large cents with you, information all of you 
can use: 


(At this point, Mark comes up from 
audience and stands next to Dave B.) 


MARK BORCKARDT: Mark will do 
a comedy -like routine, in which he will say 
something to the effect that “Large cents are 
round, made of copper, and are large. These 
are attributed by Sheldon varieties. Some of 
my favorite Sheldon numbers are 14, 18, 27, 
36, 48...” —you get the idea. The mono- 
logue will be sort of meaningless but pre- 
sented in a mock-serious way. Mark will not 
be gazing at his watch, and at the appropri- 
ate time he will be hooked off the stage. 


(Tom DeLorey comes up from audience 
and stands next to Dave B.) 


DAVE BOWERS: Now we are privi- 
leged to have another distinguished partici- 
pant in the NLG Coinage of the Americas 
Conference. It is none other than Thomas K. 
DeLorey, award-winning writer for The 
Numismatist, numismatic scholar par ex- 
cellence, and an all around good fellow 
who, among his other credentials, can be 
attributed much of the success experienced 
by the American Numismatic Association 
Certification Service. I could go on and on 
about Tom and his qualifications, and how 
lucky we are to have him this evening, but I 
don’t want to get the hook myself. So, that 
said, here is Thomas DeLorey to tell us 
about die varieties of copper coins issued by 
a well-known Central America country, an 
inside sharing of information not available 
anywhere else, not even in any investment 
books written by Scott Travers. 


TOM DELOREY: Gives patter and in 
60 seconds is hooked off the stage. 


DAVE BOWERS: The concept works! 
We are all learning much this evening. And, 
I sense that each speaker could have spoken 
at least two minutes if our “hook lady” 
would have allowed it. Good job, “hook- 
person.” 

How lucky we are to have as our next 
speaker Eric P. Newman, who has won so 
many Heath Literary Awards from the 
American Numismatic Association that 
simply to list them all would result in get- 
ting the hook before we were even halfway 
done! Eric Newman is known as the re- 
searcher of many arcane subjects including 
the Virginia halfpenny, Hard Times tokens, 
and more, and he even has his own museum 
in St. Louis. Well, Eric is on a trip to South 
Africa as these words are being spoken, and 
as the NLG did not have enough money in 
its treasury to fly him back here, we offer 
the next best thing: Eric Newman has sent a 
statement to be read. Tonight, for the first 
time you will hear information about a great 
rarity that has never been discussed in detail 
before. In the words of Mr. Newman: 


“My topic is the 1804 US half dollar. 
Enough has already been written about 
the 1804 dollar. The 1804 half dollar is 
unique or nearly so and has_ been 
authenticated by the great numismatic 
authority, B. Max Mehl. The fact that 
some other numismatists believe it 1s an 
altered date should not affect its rarity. 
As the title of “King of American Coins” 
is already taken, how about “Pretender to 
the Throne of United States Coins’? 
Sounds good to me, and if B. Max Mehl 
were here this evening, I am sure he 
would agree. A sliding scale of rarity 
could then be developed beginning with 
N.C. zero (Non-Collectible) and running 
up to N.C. 200 (Nearly Common). When 
such a coin is slabbed it could be graded 
minus 63 or minus 60 depending on 
whether you are buying or selling. If you 
have any questions, feel free to answer 
them yourself.” 

Well, that’s it. The great Eric has 
spoken by proxy, and this study alone is 
worth the price of admission you paid 
tonight. 


(Helen Carmody comes up from audi- 
ence and stands next to Dave B.) 


DAVE BOWERS: Now we have a 
member of the distaff set, Helen Carmody, 
distinguished editor of The Commemorative 
Trail. She may tell us where this trail leads, 
or she may have some other surprise in store 
for us. Heaven knows, as she is also a mem- 
ber of the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion Board of Governors, and may care to 
part with some secret information about 
what goes on at Board meetings. Helen, 
how do you spell “board”? However, as the 
Coinage of the Americas Conference is not 
humorous, but is very serious, perhaps she 
should not tell us anything about ANA 
business. 


No doubt after hearing Helen you will 
have a renewed appreciation of the com- 
memorative series or whatever she decides 
to talk about. 


HELEN CARMODY: Helen will give 
a listing of potential great-selling com- 
memoratives with some really neat sur- 
charges, honoring the 107th anniversary of 
this, the 86th anniversary of that, or 
whatiever. Then the hook. 


(Scott Travers comes up from audience 
and stands next to Dave B.) 


DAVE BOWERS: As our Coinage of 
the Americas Conference—obviously one of 
the most successful by anyone, anywhere— 
reaches its peak, we present our next distin- 
guished speaker, Mr. Scott Travers. Mr. 
Travers is the one who told us all that you 
can indeed become a coin expert in just one 
minute. Of course, this fits in nicely with 
the “time is money” concept, the drive- 
through child delivery and brain surgery at 
hospitals, and other such things. 


Mr. Travers, I hear tell, is very active on 
the Internet. Knowing that our present audi- 
ence wants to tap into the great potential the 
Internet offers, and that in some future time 
we may no longer have books, magazines or 
newspapers, but just electronic disks, Mr. 
Travers’ insights on the Internet should be 
especially valuable. I can see that using 
your knowledge you might be able to make 
a thousand dollars the first hour you employ 
Scott’s techniques. 


SCOTT TRAVERS: Scott will prattle 
about computers, the Internet, publishing, or 
whatever, in a drifty manner, and will then 
get the hook. 


(Ken Bressett comes up from audience 
and stands next to Dave B.) 


DAVE BOWERS: And, as we near 
grand culmination of tonight’s wonderful 
Coinage of the Americas Conference, as our 
second to last speaker we have none other 
than Kenneth E. Bressett, distinguished cur- 
rent president of the American Numismatic 
Association, distinguished editor of A Guide 
Book of United States Coins, and even more 
important than any of his other accom- 
plishments and, in fact, incredibly outshin- 
ing them, he is a native of the state of New 
Hampshire (where, coincidentally, your pre- 
sent master of ceremonies—me—lives). 


We all enjoy the Guide Book when it 
comes out each year, but few of us know 
how it is put together, what goes on behind 
the scenes, and other information. Doubt- 
less, what Mr. Bressett says to us this eve- 
ning will influence our appreciation of this 
wonderful book, and may even give us some 
insights on picking winners once we see the 
next edition. In fact, if you listen carefully, 
he may secretly tip you off as to the price 
next year of a 1950-D nickel. 


KEN BRESSETT: Ken will start talk- 
ing about why the Guide Book is called the 
red book, and then get lost in some confus- 
ing patter about green books, blue books, 
purple books, and so on—and then get the 
hook. 


(Ray Merena comes up from audience 
and stands next to Dave B.) 


DAVE BOWERS: Now we have our 
final speaker this evening, the icing on the 
cake, the lid on the garbage can, or whatever 
metaphor you as an NLG member can think 
of. He is none other than Ray Merena, who 
told me that if I did not put him on the pro- 
gram, he would not give me my pay check 
next week. 


All is not lost, for Ray Merena is the 
current, but outgoing, president of the Pro- 
fessional Numismatists Guild. For those of 
you in our audience who are dealers, you 
will learn how to increase your profits by 
300% next year. Ray will also... 





INTERRUPTION: 


PAT MERENA: I’ve been waiting for 
this all my life! Can I hook him right now 
and throw him off the stage, or do I have to 
wait one minute? I asked him for a two- 
dollar raise in my weekly allowance and he 
wouldn’t give it to me. Please say I can 
hook him now. 


RAY MERENA: I may be president of 
the Professional Numismatists Guild and a 
life member of the ANA, but I’m not stupid. 
I’m outta here! (Runs off stage). 


DAVE BOWERS: So, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, let’s hear it for our distinguished 
panelists who have made numismatic his- 
tory today. However, please hold your ap- 
plause until I give these credits, like the end 
of a movie: 


Thanks are due to the American Nu- 
mismatic Society for starting the first Coin- 
age of the Americas Conference, for pro- 
viding the idea for our own Coinage of the 
Americas Conference. We realize now more 
than ever how inefficient the Conferences 
given by the American Numismatic Society 
are, and with this in mind, we invite them to 
license the arrangement that we have pre- 
sented this evening—knowing that they will 
go on to even greater heights. 


Now, tonight’s cast for your apprecia- 
tion (applause). 
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September 17, 1997 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your telephone call last week. Upon returning from a short trip this week, I 
found a copy of The Numismatist at hand, and read the “Midnight Minter’s” article you 
referred to on the telephone. I had not seen it as of our conversation. 


A quick reading of the article seems to indicate that it introduces nothing new in the way 
of contemporary (from the 1850s) information. The entire “Midnight Minter” situation 
was one dreamed up by Walter Breen long after you did your 1804 silver dollar book, and 
I am not sure many people ever subscribed to this theory. 


With regard to recollections of Mint officials, while these are interesting to quote—such 
as the 1880 interview mentioned in the article—I take all such things with a great degree 
of skepticism. Also generally overlooked is the fact that until at least spring 1859, 

- applicants seeking restrikes could probably obtain them on an open basis from the Mint. 


‘To the degree that it may be of interest, | am sending along my copy of the manuscript on 
Augustus B. Sage which has grown considerably in recent months. All of this has been a 
great deal of fun to research, and I am still continuing the effort. 


good wishes 
/ 1 
: aa 
Sincerely, { / 


j / 
: y 
A 


— 


Q. David Bowers 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers March 4, 1998 
P80. Box i224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


De:ar Dave: 


Your Sage book manuscript is written by a sage. It is that 
wonderful. 

As I mentioned to you yesterday on the telephone I wonder if 
you were aware of my article entitled: "The Earliest American 
Publications on Numismatics" published in The Numismatist for 
August 1992, pp. 1086-1089, 1157-1161; and in The Asylum, Vol x, 
No. 3, Summer 1992, pp. 32-2. 

If you need anything in that article feel free to use it. 


My best, 


ie 


Eric P Newman 


a 
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March 9, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your two letters, which were waiting for me when I returned from 
spending the best part of a week in Baltimore. I will dig out the publications you 
mention and will get back to you. Regarding the modern article in The 
Numismatist, I have not indexed The Numismatist past 1991 (when I finished the 
book for the ANA). I am sorry I overlooked it, and will re-read it (as I read 
everything the first time around when it appears in print if you are the author) and 
will see if I can mention it in a footnote—f it is germane. 


All the best. 





(. David Bowers 


QDB/rsm 
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March 11, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


My gosh, you are getting a lot of letters from me! this is with regard to your letter 
of March 5 about the Sage book. I had overlooked your excellent article in the 
August 1992 Numismatist and have made up for it in a small way by adding it to 
the bibliography (copy enclosed). I also moved Mr. Fisher from Baltimore to 
Philadelphia (in a footnote) and, concerning the “stray” citation from the American 
Journal of Numismatics, | replaced it with a new footnote—copy enclosed. The 
earlier footnote referring to 1881 must have been in some other connection— 
which escapes me at the moment, and I am not going to dwell upon it. 


Your article was excellent, and enjoyed re-reading it (as I am quite sure | read it 
the first time when it was published, although I must confess that I am not always 
up to date in my reading). 


oa hact ann than 
i than 


+ 1 
All LOC OCSt aiG no agai i? 


Sincerely 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/rsm 
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To: Q. David Bowers March 19, 1998 
From: Eric P. Newman 


Re: Sage manuscript 


Apparently I did not get my point across, There were not two 
gold examples of Immune Columbia found by Stickney. There was only 
one. You also have the citation slightly wrong in the footnote as 
it. was August 1867 AJN, p. 42. 

I think you should change the text and the footnote for 
accuracy. 


Dubois and Stickney 


In 1843, William E. Dubois, curator of the Mint Cabinet in Philadelphia, compiled a 
listing of amateur coin collectors known to him and sent it to Matthew A. Stickney, of 
Salem, MA. By that time Stickney had been collecting about 25 years, buying many o 
his specimens from bullion exchanges and specie dealers. Among his finds ve an) 
example of the 1785 IMMUNE COLUMBIA “cent” struck in gold instead of copper.’ 
nineteenth century account told of Stickney’s collecting preferences and how he began in 


numismatics:*” 


~ Ina letter from Stickney to Edward D. Cogan, July 2, 1867 (reproduced in Bowers, 
Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., King of Coins, pp. 154-155, and in the American Journal of 
Numismatics, July 1867), the date of the IMMUNE COLUMBIA piece was given 
incorrectly as 1783. Years later in 1843, one of these was part of an exchange with the 
Mint Cabinet that netted Stickney an 1804 silver dollar. 


* American Journal of Numismatics, October 1894, as part of Stickney’s obituary (he 
died on August 11, 1894). On June 25-29, 1907, the Stickney collection was auctioned by 
Henry Chapman via the Catalogue of the Celebrated Collection of United States and 
Foreign Coins of the Late Matthew Adams Stickney, Esq., Comprising one of the Greatest 
Collections Ever Sold in this Country. Unique Colonial and State Coins, Brasher’s 1787 
New York Doubloon, 1815 Half Eagle, and an Original 1804 Dollar. This impressive 
publication of 222 pages described 3,026 lots. This is regarded as one of the most 
important auctions of all time, quite probably the best old-time cabinet to cross the 
auction block up to that point, a competitor to the 1890 sale of the Lorin G. Parmelee 
Collection sale, but more diverse than the Parmelee holding and without the buy-ins that 
characterized the Parmelee event. 
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March 26, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I hope at last I got it right! I am enclosing herewith an appropriate printout of the 
Immune Columbia section. If at first you don’t succeed... 


All the best. 


Sincerel 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/rsm 


Enclosure: Printout 
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Dubois and Stickney 


In 1843, William E. Dubois, curator of the Mint Cabinet in Philadelphia, compiled a 
listing of amateur coin collectors known to him and sent it to Matthew A. Stickney, of 
Salem, MA. By that time Stickney had been collecting about 25 years, buying many of 
his specimens from bullion exchanges and specie dealers. Among his finds were two 
examples of the 1785 IMMUNE COLUMBIA “cent” struck in gold instead of copper.” 
A nineteenth century account told of Stickney’s collecting preferences and how he began 
in numismatics:*” 


hy 








*' In a letter from Stickney to Edward D. Cogan, July 2, 1867 (reproduced in Bowers, 
Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., King of Coins, pp. 154-155, and in the American Journal of 
Numismatics, July 1867), the date of the IMMUNE COLUMBIA pieces was given 
incorrectly as 1783. Years later in 1843, one of these was part of an exchange with the 
Mint Cabinet that netted Stickney an 1804 silver dollar. 


7 American Journal of Numismatics, October 1894, as part of Stickney’s obituary (he 
ied on August 11, 1894). On June 25-29, 1907, the Stickney collection was auctioned by 
Henry Chapman via the Catalogue of the Celebrated Collection of United States and 
Foreign Coins of the Late Matthew Adams Stickney, Esq., Comprising one of the Greatest 
Collections Ever Sold in this Country. Unique Colonial and State Coins, Brasher’s 1787 
New York Doubloon, 1815 Half Eagle, and an Original 1804 Dollar. This impressive 
publication of 222 pages described 3,026 lots. This is regarded as one of the most 
important auctions of all time, quite probably the best old-time cabinet to cross the 
auction block up to that point, a competitor to the 1890 sale of the Lorin G. Parmelee 
Collection sale, but more diverse than the Parmelee holding and without the buy-ins that 
characterized the Parmelee event. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Q. David Bowers November 30, 1998 


From: Eric P. Newman 


Thank you for the compliment in your article on page 1369 of 
the December 1998 Numismatist as to my completing a collection of 
all federal coins from 1793 to 1933. This typo would make Louis 
Eliasberg do flip flops in his grave, but perhaps it is better that 
he cannot express himself. Please ask Clinton if what you wrote 
is the truth. 

Perhaps the error was caused by your kidney stones described 
by you in Coin Worid of December 9, 1998. Strangely enough this 
demonstrates that it is of greater benefit for kidney stones to be 
im circulated condition than in uncirculated condition. 


Thrive, 


api) BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 
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November 30, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6456 Cecil Avenue 


St. Louis, MO 63105 
Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note of November 25. I would be delighted to have the item 
and will add it to my little collection of Sage pieces. 


If your relatives in Ohio are still involved in the Central America recovery project 
as investors, they may be among those who attended a meeting last week—per a 
press clipping I received—under which a new circle of investors 1s being formed 
for more explorations. I have no clue as to what the numismatic disposition of all 
these things will be, but certainly 1t would be interesting to be involved. I keep in 
touch now and then—in a casual way—with the Columbus-America Discovery 
Group. 


Meanwhile I am writing a book on the Brother Jonathan, which is coming along 
very nicely. If you have any spare time (remembering that you are one of the 
busiest people I know) and would like to see a draft or printout, let me know. As 
writing aiways 1s, the project has been a great deal of iun. 


All the best to you and Evelyn for a very happy holiday season, and all the best to 
your extended family. 


Sincerel 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/rsm 
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December 1, 1998 VIA FAX: 1-719-634-4085 


Mrs. Barbara Gregory and 

Ms. Cathy Clarke 

American Numismatic Association 
818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Dear Barbara and Cathy: 


In reading my column in the latest issue of The Numismatist, the impression is given that 
Eric Newman was completing his collection. However, my original copy—a copy of 
which is enclosed—states clearly otherwise. Apparently this fell through the cracks in the 
editing or whatever. 


In any event, I have sent a copy of this to Eric so he knows that while he has a truly 
fantastic collection—and, indeed, one that may outpace the Eliasberg Collection in 
certain categories—he was not the person who was involved with the 1873-CC dime. 


I am not sure that it is necessary to print a correction, but if you want to go ahead. 
Otherwise, if anyone asks simply respond by sending my original copy. 


All good wishes. 


Sincerdly, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/rsm 
_ ec: Eric P. Newman 


Enclosure 
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Eric P. Newman, out in St. Louis, at one time owned his pick of the nicest of five 
1913 Liberty Head nickels from the estate of EH.R. Green. However, an offer from 
Baltimore collector Louis E. Eliasberg proved to be too tempting, and it was shipped 
across the country. Meanwhile, Eliasberg filled in other niches in his remarkable holdings. 
Finally, on November 7, 1950, he accomplished what no one had ever done before—and 
probably will never do again—he added the one coin he still needed, the unique 1873-CC 
without-arrows dimes, to complete his collection of one of each federal coin date and 
mintmark from the 1793 half cent to the 1933 $20 gold. Concerning the latter coin, in 
1944 the Treasury Department got the notion that these pieces were not legal to hold, 
never mind that they had been collected with enthusiasm and quite openly by a number of 
well known numismatists earlier. A witch-hunt was set in motion, and collectors were 
forced to turn over their pieces, as Louis Eliasberg and others did. 
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December 8, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your letter of November 30", which, of course, deserves a formal 
reply. I have discussed this with my legal staff, plus various consultants, plus 
campaign contributors. Here is my official reply: 


The term “complete collection” has a number of meanings, and when I said 
complete collection it does not necessarily mean that the collection is complete in 
the context of the Eliasberg Collection, but may be technically complete in another 
way. My advisors tell me that even the most precise terms have several 

definitions, somewhat like coin grading. 


Seriously, Eric—they have a new proofreader at ANA Headquarters, a nice lady 
(apparently, I haven’t met her, but she seems friendly in correspondence) named 
Cathy Clarke. In condensing the article—the original of which I sent you last 
week—several thoughts were merged together, with obvious consequences. 


All good wishes to you and Evelyn for a very happy holiday season. 





QDB/rsm 
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Collectors and Collecting 

During this decade, collections con- 
unued to be built tm many special- 
ties, PLCC) Boyd, dor oxaiiple, sold 
what was termed the “World's 
Corcatest Collecnon” fn 1945-46 and 
then went on to vigercausly pursue 
colonials, tokens, paper money an 
Continesial currency, Other active 
cullectors at this une moeluded 1, 
James Clark, a comnoisseur par excel 
fewe, expecially of Massachusetts gil- 
ver coins andl United States large 
eenis; Melvin bull, 
lis sonona carver tn the hohby that 
resulieud in Cieorge Muld becoming 
one OF Ameried’s dost respected and 
accomplished manigmatlic research- 
ers; Albert Grinnell, who caimpiled 
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Mwitaly, acemuplishi ing the secm- 
lily impossible (adding tle aie coir 
he needed, the unique LE7I-ClS 
“without arrows” dine, te cenplete 
his collection of all federal coins 
From che 1743 half cant ta the 1933 
$20 poles and OK. Runiiel, who 
had so many coins, he paid Seuart 
Mosher (future Smithsonian mimnis- 
marie curate) wo reside in “Texas ta 
help catalog the colleorton, 


Publications 
Nusismattc Sevaphaak Mage xine 
mamtained irs popularly through 
the end of the decade and, together 
with The Niartyavrrist, stands today 
isa histarical record of the hobby 
during the ‘40s. 

Publighiag activities diminished 
duciige \World War U, but in 1944 
Howard R, Newcourb publisher rhe 
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of the lacer series, P8)6-87, under 
the Stack’s imprint. Harper pub- 
lished a companion valume, arly 
‘lmmericn Cents, by Dr. William LL 
Sheklan. Both hooks spoke to a wide 
audience, and widliin the clecade » 
sIrong COntingent of the numistmatic 
fraternal ty was deveted to phe oreser- 
vation, study and care of carly, cop- 
In J950 MLL. Balendes 
published the firsr comprchensive 
study of early silver doliars since 
JW. tlaseleine’s Tye Pebfe in L881, 

As important aa the aforemen- 
tioned publications were, 4 (ruide 
Bawk up fl nited States Coins captured 
the spotlight. Whitman Publishing 
Company's Richard 3. Yeoman 
hunched this compact, anual cipest 
in T84e, with a P47 cover cate te 
raxinize cineliness. Distributed 
through bookstores and hobby 
dhe, the Gide Book played a major 
role iy peapwarizing numismaties 
and, taken in aggregate, became a 
major nan-fiction bestseller. 

From New York City, Wayte 
Rayinond concinucd his Standard 
Catalogue of US, Coims, supple- 
Ineuted by other reference works as 
well as issues af The Coin Callectar’s 
journal, Meanwhile, Raymond’s 
friend John Jay Ford Jr. joined 
Charles Wornser as a partner in the 
New Netherlands Coin Conipany in 
(950. This rather quier but well- 
respected firin, founded in 193060, 
turned ont few Inteuwans suction 
catalogs. This would soon change. 


per Certs. 


Commemorativas 

While the commemorative marker 
was as hota pistol in 1935-36, it 
went into hibernation in the ‘40s, 
Rocked by dissension and scandal, 
comminmnoratives hit a dead end atter 
the 1930 Arkansas and Oregen ‘Itai! 
issues, Finally, in 1946 the Lowa 
Centennial provided a legitimate 
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TCeAsON to issuG a Commemorative 
half dollar, Sales were ae from 
the outset for the 100,057 pieces 
misited. ) lowever, just one variney of 
this comuinémarative was made, 
without subsequent issues capitalix- 
ing an Variations, mintmarks or 
avliled features. 

However, the concept of serial is- 
sues had not disappeared, In the 
sane year, Booker 1, Washington 
half dotlars were minted ar Phifadel- 
Denver anal San Franeisee. 
Sets of these three pieces were inar- 
ketes! with racher indifferent success 
through 1951, when most collectors 
ayreed the series should terminate. 
However, the coin's proponents felt 
otherwise and launched a new series. 
the Washington Carver pieces, 
which continued iirough 1954, 

Meanwhile, che regular-rssue coin 
aruna was a fil mere exciting. Tin- 
egln gents changed in (943 when 
zinercoated steel replaced the bronze 
heeded for strategic war efforts. 
Similarly, the mekel S-cent piece— 
nade of 75-percent copper and 25- 
percent nickel—was modified in 
1941 for che sane reason. The mint- 
mark on the Jefferson nickel, presi- 
ously limited to “TD” and "S.” 
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" and 
olaced inconspicuously to che right 
of Manticello on the reverse, was 
enlarged dramatically and placed 
prominently above the dome. Cains 
of the new alloy—56-percent cop- 
per, 25-percent silver and Y-percene 
manganese sported the “IP?” munt- 
mark (for Philadelphia} for the first 
Vhe large, new winemarks 
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AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


When Great Collections Are Sold Bowers and Merena Sells Them 








December 17, 1998 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you so much for the Articles of Incorporation. I appreciate adding this to 
my library of such “stuff.” All of this is a lot of fun, of course, and looking, 
through 19" century publications is to me more enjoyable than just about anything 
else. 


All good wishes to you and Evelyn for a very happy holiday and for a very happy 
and healthy 1999. The same goes to your very nice and quite extended family—I 

still have many fond memories of that special evening we all spent at your tribute 
at the Explorer’s Club in New York. 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/dd’e 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


( Your triends in the rare coin business 








April 21, 1999 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of April 13th. The A. J. Allen notation came out of that 
great reference book, The Fantastic 1804 Dollar. Other than that I have no 
information on hand. I doubt if it would have been Jane Allen of the Brand 
Family, as, so far as I know, Jane was interested in selling as many coins as 
possible, and was never a buyer for anything. 


Today I have sent you and Ken the latest printout of the manuscript. This is simply 
for you to riffle through, as a fair amount of work remains to be done, and I have 
not yet proof read one word or copy-edited it. 


Reflecting upon the very nice evening staged in your honor by the American 
Numismatic Society and the interesting antidotes you gave, you might give some 
thought to spending a few hours with a dictating machines and recording some of 
your reminiscences. Much of what you could say about B.G. Johnson, transactions 
you have had with others, research methods, the American Numismatic Society, 
etc., could probably not be duplicated by others. 


| also thought of you when one of our staffers said that a relative had been married 
in a very nice botanical garden or something similar in Pittsburgh, and there was a 
display of live butterflies as part of the attraction. 





QDB/kjl 
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“lfour frends tn the rare coin business 


April 30, 1999 


Ms. Linda N, Schapiro 
1035 Fifth Avenue, 7C 
New York, NY 10028 


Dear Linda: 


Thank you so much for your nice note. While I don’t have my schedule on hand, 
and things are subject to last minute changes, T hope to be in New York City by 
next Wednesday evening, staying at the Park Lane Hotel, and will be there for the 
next several days. If you might like to have dinner on Wednesday or Thursday 
evening, please give me a call as soon as you can, and I will double check my 
itinerary. Otherwise, I look forward to saying “hi” if you do come to the sale. 


Your dad is one of the nicest people I have ever met, and this in combination with 
his numismatic knowledge has made him a focal point of my admiration for a long 
time. Eric is always careful to phrase things delicately—more so than I would— 
and | suppose that 1f someone came out and called him a rat, he would probably 
say that he agreed with them, at least in some ways! He should probably be in the 
diplomatic service! 


Arlene Jacobs asked me if I wanted to visit the new ANS building, and I will drop 
her a note to say that 1 would like to do so—if this could be arranged at a time that 
would be convenient to her and also to me. 


All the best. 


Sincere] 


Q. Da Owers 


QDB/rsm 
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For Immediate Release 

Contacts: John Babalis at Bowers and Merena; afterward Chris Karstedi at Bowers and 
Merena (after March 20). 

This {s the “numismatic” news release; for the “financial” news release, the CLCT 
stock quote on NASDAQ has “company news.” 


Tel: 800-222-5993. 
Fax: 603-569-5319 


e-mail: Chris@bowersandmerena.com 


Collectors Universe Acquires Bowers and Merena 
Q. David Bowers Appointed a Director 


(Newport Beach, CA, and Wolfeboro, NH) — Collectors Universe (NASDAQ: CLCT) today 
announced it has acquired the three companies owned by renowned coin dealer, Q. David 
Bowers and his long-time business partner, Raymond N. Merena, in an asset purchase 
transaction. The companies are Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc., Bowers and Merena 
Galleries, Inc., and Bowers and Merena Research, Inc. Consideration involved cash and common 
stock of Collectors Universe. Bowers becomes one of the largest single stockholders in 
Collectors Universe. 


Mr. Bowers will continue to lead the operations of Bowers and Merena and was elected to the 
Company’s Board of Directors. 


As is well known in the numismatic community, Bowers and Merena conducts public auctions 
and mail sales of rare coins and also sells coins by direct mail. The gross product sales of 
Bowers and Merena for the twelve months ended October 31, 1999 were approximately 368 
million. Bowers and Merena Research, Inc., an affiliated company, is one of only three retail 
distributors of the estimated $100,000,000 plus S.S. Central America gold treasure. 


Bowers has been in the rare coin business since his youth in the 1950s, and in the intervening 
years has garnered many of the hobby’s top hanors. He is a recipient of the Farran Zerbe Award, 
the highest honor given by the American Numismatic Association, and was the first person to 
receive the ANA Numismatist of the Year designation. He hes received the Founders Award, the 
highest honor given by the Professional Numismatists Guild. From 1977 to 1979 he served as 
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president of the PNG, and from 1983 to 1985 he was president of the ANA—the only person to 
ever hold both of these high offices. 


His books on rare coins and related subjects number over three dozen and have been given more 
“Book of the Year Award” and “Robert Friedberg. Award” designations by the Numismatic 
Literary Guild and the Professional Numismatists Guild than have the works of any other author, 
past or present. | 


Over a period of time, Bowers and Merena and its related firms have catalogued and presented at 
auction many of the finest collections ever formed, including the most valuable collection ever 
sold—the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., Collection, which realized well over $40 million. The Garrett 
Collection sold for The Johns Hopkins University realized nearly $25 million, and the Norweb 
Family Collection sold for over $20 million. Other important collections include selections frorn 
the Virgil M. Brand Collection arranged through the Morgan Guaranty Trust Cornpany, the 
Connecticut Historical Society, the New York Public: Library, and hundreds of others for private 
collectors, museums, government agencies, institutions, and others. 


Publications issued by the firm include “Grand Format” auction catalogues, the magazine format 
Rare Coin Review (winner of more Numismatic Literary Guild awards than any other privately 
published dealer periodioal), the newspaper-style Coin Collector, and others. In addition, “want 
lists” are serviced for private clients and others by the Direct Sales Department headed by Gail 
Watson and Janet Lavertue. 


Other Bowers and Merena staff members have received their share of recognition, including 
Raymond Merena as past president of the Professional Numismatists Guild; Mark Borckardt as 
researcher and author; John Pack as auction director; Frank Van Valen as researcher; Beth Piper 
as professional numismatist; and more. 


The Bowers and Merena company, whose motto is “Your friends in the rare coin business,” 
looks forward to working with the international facilities of Collectors Universe as part of one of 
the most dynamic entities in the far-ranging fields of collectibles, rare coins, and fine arts. All 
present services will be maintained, and many will be expanded. The firm will continue 
operations at its long-term headquarters deep in the heart of New England in Wolfeboro, New 
Hampshire. 


David Hall, Chairman of Collectors Universe, commented on the acquisition, “Strategically, this 
is a very important and defining event for our Company. Bowers and Merena is the number one 
auction company in the rare coin market and David Bowers is arguably the most famous coin 
dealer of all-time. Collectors Universe conducts internet, telephone and live auctions for rare 
coins, currency, sportscards and vintage records. By combining our collectible commerce 
businesses, we will be able to leverage our popular and content-rich website for collectors, 
collectors.com. We will be market leaders in the auctioning of rare coins and currency, which 
attract affluent collectors, and we wil! have the technology to exploit new opportunities in the 
collectible e-commerce market. I am also looking forward to the market knowledge and insight 
David Bowers will bring to our Board of Directors.” 


Hall commented further, “Bowers and Merena is one of the crown jewels of the entire 
collectible market. Of the ten highest prices for U.S. coins sold at auction, Bowers and Merena is 
tesponsible for seven of them, including the top price ever received for a rare coin, the Childs 
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specimen of the 1804 silver dollar which was sold in October 1999 for $4,140,000. Most of the 
great collections auctioned during the past twenty years have been auctioned by Bowers and 
Merena, Later this year, Bowers and Merena will conduct Part 3 of the auction of U.S. gold coins 
from the Hatry W. Bass, Jr. collection. I look forward to working closely with the Bowers and 
Merena organization including through Chris Karstedt, the primary liaison executive. Having 
spent much time with the Bowers and Merena staff, I can say that I have never seen a more 
enthusiastic, talented, and friendly group of people.” 


David Bowers commented, “David Hall and I have known each other for well over twenty years 
and I’ve been @ shareholder in Collectors Universe for several yeats, We have a very high 
comfort level in combining our companies and feel we can significantly expand our auction and 
retail based businesses and use this as a foundation to become a major factor in collectible e- 
commerce landscape. Our company has a rich inventory of publications which we will combine 
with collectors.com website content to create a unique destination site for collectors. One of our 
first opportunities to leverage our combined operations will be to introduce a multi-venue 
clement to our premium auctions. By combining in person and internet aspects to our auctions, 
we will vastly increase the exposure of our rare coins to the worldwide market. This, in turn, will 
directly benefit our consignors and other sellers of rare coins as they wil] reach a wider audience 
than ever before.” 


About Collectors Universe: Collectors Universe is a leading provider of value-added services 
to collectors and dealers of coins, sportscards, sports memorabilia, rare currency and rare 
records, Since 1986, the company has authenticated and graded over 8.2 million collectible coins 
via its PCGS group and sportscards through its PSA group, with a declared value of over $9.3 
billion. The company also conducts high-end collectible auctions in a multi-venue format 
including Internet, telephone and in-person bidding. 


Bowers and Merena Galleries can be reached several ways: 
By mail at Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894. | 

By telephone at 800-456-4646. 

By fax at 603-569-5319. 

By e-mail at dirsales@bowersandmerena.com 

Or visit us on the Web at : www.bowersandmerena.com 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Q. David Bowers June 1, 1999 


Friom: Eric P. Newman 


Brother Jonathan has sunk and I thank you for its obituary. 


Brother David will never founder but will continue to produce 
things literary. 





BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


l four friends in the rare coin business 





April 27, 2000 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Ceci! Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I hope this letter finds all well with you, Evelyn and your various activities. I hope 
the butterflies are flying around nicely. I think that when I was a kid I read that the 
word “butterfly” was originally “flutter by,” but never did check on the 
etymology. 


I have been having a grand time in the past two years, but especially since the 
1804 dollar book has been done, in researching gold coins. Most of this has been 
done by looking through contemporary magazines, newspapers, congressional 
reports, and so on, for the general period from the 1790s up to about the Civil 
War. 


Knowing that you always have things that are obscure, interesting, or a 
combination of both, if you have anything you would care to share I would be 
happy to learn of it. Mark Borckardt mentioned that you had some information 
concerning Charlotte, and, of course, ihat would be interesting as weil. 

The “secret” little “book” we acquired—paying the unusual sum of $1,804 for it, 
as the seller liked the 1804 silver dollar book (but wrote that if I had written about 
some earlier dated coin the price would have been less!)—was kept by George 
Eckfeldt. The notebook, which runs several dozen pages in length, was kept by 
him personally, as evidenced by a number of personal notations—such as when he 
received dividends from railroad stock. In other words, it was never part of the 
mint records. George Eckfeldt made notes of things that were interesting to him— 
such as the formula for creating bronzed surfaces on metals, die spacings, certain 
quantities struck of some patterns, and so on. He also gives the day date that he set 
up the dies for Gobrecht dollars, restrikes (although he doesn’t mention it), in 
1859—which ties in very nicely with my thoughts that Director James R. 
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Snowden went underground sometime around spring 1859. All of a sudden at that 
time, Snowden stopped being open about restriking coins, and virtually nothing 
was Said for a long period of time. 


Among later mint individuals—although this has nothing to do with the George 
Eckfeldt notebook—I believe that Col. O.C. Bosbyshell may have been the 
primary “culprit.” Interestingly, as you may know there is a notation in the Mint 
Report of 1887, if I recall (I do not have it as I do this letter), in which an 
investigation was made at the mint to see if any unusuai restrikes, rare patterns, 
etc., had been made in recent decades, and the findings were that, indeed, an 
aluminum set dated 1868 had been made—but nothing else! This is not a complete 
transcription of what was in the 1887 Mint Report, but just gives its flavor—you 
probably have your own copy. 


In the meantime, I have also been working on our forthcoming auction sales. If 
you want to turn loose of some of your interesting and rare pieces, you know they 
would be well received here! On the other hand, if you keep all of your early 
proofs, this will prevent them from falling into the wrong hands! Just kidding. 


Eric, all the 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 

QDB/kjl 

cc: Mark Borckardt 
Chris Karstedt 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers May 8, 2000 
P.0. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1224 


Dear Dave: 


The George Eckfeldt book which you acquired for $1,804 was a saving for you 
because you might have had to pay $1,834 if the seller used the date of issue. However. 
you could have argued for the Arabic dating used in Muscat and saved a large part of the 
purchase price, thanks to Allah. 

As to the gold research you are doing I will be glad to lend you the 
superintendent’s personal manual (1838-1842) for the Charlotte Mint which book we 
acquired from Goodspeed’s long ago. It also has a large handwritten layout of the weight 
and fineness of Bechtler coins, which may be too big and delicate to send through the 
mail. It was folded into a book once but is now separate and laid out. 

Let me kmow your wishes. 

Our library has (if you need it) a report on U.S. gold coinage to U.S. House of 
Representatives dated February 22, 1831 (misdated 1821) 27 pages. 

Thank you for inquiring about our flutter-bys. They are fine. 

Congratulations in getting in on the Central America as you have worked on that 


for a long time. 


Continue to thrive. 


"a ‘ 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


Your hricnds in the rare coin business 








May 17, 2000 


* Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for the letter. Concerning the report on U.S. gold coinage, a Xerox 
copy would be great. Offhand this report does not sound like one I have seen— 
but, as you know, sometimes reports pop up under different titles and dates 
(depending on whether they were issued by Congress, the Treasury Department, or 
whatever). 


The Charlotte item would be great. 
Your humor is always appreciated!!! 


Sincerely, 


* Q. David Bowers 
QDB/kjl 
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FROM : MONEY MUSELIM FAX NO. = 3145165983 May. 22 2600 63:46PM Fe 


O. David Bowers May 22. 2000 
P.O, Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


As to the Charlotte Mint superintendent's manual it is bound too tightly to be 
photocopied on a flat surface. It has quantities of printed documents init. Tt has over 100 
pages. | could mail it to you, but it would be more fun to have you look at it with me in 
Colorado Springs as { teach there from July 8 through J uly 13 and I was told that you 
would be there too. 

In the meantime I enclose a photocopy of the now separate handwritten sheet 
from it describing weights etc. of Bechtlers. This data was later published but this is the 
original summary of work done either in Philadelphia or Charlotte. 

I don’t wish to have the Bechtler part published separately ftom the manual as a 
whole because it is obviously one of the main features of the manual. 


Thrive, 


Enc P, Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


Yy our fiends in the rave coin business 








May 31, 2000 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter which was waiting for me when I came back from 
spending a week in New York City with the Bass III sale. The arrangement for 
Colorado Springs in July would be just great. I probably will be “in residence” at 
the library during the day. Wife Christie and son Andrew will both be taking 
courses. The Bechtler information is a bit far off center with regard to the federal 

. comage at the Charlotte Mint, so the need to quote from it is not there. However, 
anything to do with the federal coinage would be interesting to review for tidbits. 
This is not a book on the Charlotte Mint—although I suppose it could turn into 
one! Actually, the Stautzenberger book on the facility—which is particularly rich _ 
in the events leading up to the establishment of the Charlotte Mint—could hardly 
be improved upon. 


I hope you and Evelyn are enjoying the summer. Nice weather has just begun to 
ative in New Hampshire—it has been a rather long late winter and early spring. 


All the best. 


Sincer 
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‘Lfour friends in the rare coin business 





A Collectors Universe™ company 


November 22, 2000 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your fax which was waiting for me when I returned from spending 
a few days in New York City. I have followed your suggestion and have changed 
the title. Thus, unless it gets changed back again by the preferences of others, it 
will stay this way. Thank you very much. 

The foreword is being rewritten and edited a bit—I agree with your comments— 
into something that I think would,be a bit less redundant and, at the same time, of 
course acceptable to Dick Doty. 

All of this has been a lot of fun. I rea//y appreciate your help!!! 

| hope you and your family have had a nice Thanksgiving. 

Sincere 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/cmt 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Q. David Bowers November 29, 2000 
Fax 603-569-5319 
From: Eric P. Newman Re: Suggestion letter # 2 
on Gold Rush Book 


I am glad you found my suggestion letter # 1 helpful as to your title and foreword 
for your book. 

I noticed in the Bibliomania Society weekly communications that you mention 
your 1850 Eckfeldt & DuBois in red and black covers. There are also electric blue and 
white. This leads me to suggest that you describe and illustrate the Eckfeldt and DuBois 
book in general because they have gold samples in raw and in processed form. Your 
mention of some of them on p. 576 of your draft is not sufficient in a bibliography only. 
There is an 1849 supplement to the 1842 edition which has a place for gold samples but 
there are none. I have these in my library. Kolbe knows lots about these super rare 
items. I think a book discussion would be of great interest. 

You might also wish to include gold scales on the top cover of which is MINERS 
IMPROVED GOLD SCALES MANUFACTURED EXPRESSLY FOR CALIFORNIA 
and an America Eagle with E PLURIBUS UNUM. (See Kagin p. 54 for an oval one) (See 
my & Mallis book for discussion). I enclose a poor photocopy of my rectangular one 
which is complete with all weights and may be the finest in existence. I'll send it for 
photography if you wish. I did not own it when I wrote that part of the book. 


More to come. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Q. David Bowers December 1, 2000 


From: Eric P. Newman (EPNNES) by Fax 603-569-5319 


[ mailed to you yesterday our California Miners’ Scale Box complete with the 
balance and 9 weights. I know you will be pleased to see such a nice example of 
California gold rush material. I presume you will have color or black and white pictures 
made for your new book and if you do we would appreciate pictures for our file. 

There are 4 brass weights in the wood holder inside the tin box. Due to slight 
shrinking of the wood it is not easy to withdraw some of those weights out of the holder, 
particularly the largest one of 4 Troy ounces. Twist them a little if you have to, but as to 
the 4 ounce you can release the woodholder from the box by withdrawing 2 side nails and 
then push the 4 ounce weight out from the bottom of the woodholder. Don’t mess with 
these weights if you can avoid it as a picture of the inside is better with the weights in 
place. Don’t lose the nails. 

The fine additional flat circular weights are brass and are 1, 2, 2, 5, and 10 
pennyweights. They are special for this type of scale I believe, rather coin-like. 

The ring at the top of the balance could easily be held by the miner in the field or 
put over a nail for holding the balance while weighing gold. 

I believe these scales boxes etc. were of German or of English origin but have no 
facts. Do you know? 

Please return the item at your convenience. I am glad to show you something 
unusual because you have seen so much and remember all of it. 

Thrive and may you and your family, your firm and your group have a continual 
golden holiday. 


oo 


ae oe 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


( Your hriends in the rare coin business 





A Collectors Universe™ company 


December 4, 2000 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you for your fax. For maximum value to me, you should send me the 
originals clearly signed with your name. In that way, I can auction them in due 


course and help pay for the research! 


I will put a picture of you in the new book—the one with you in the vault looking 
at a gold bar—at the ANA convention. 


Thank you for your continuing help and continuing communications. The project 
is coming along nicely, and 1n a way, | will be sorry when it 1s over. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers January 17, 2001 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1224 


Dear Dave: 

In your letter of December 28, 2001 you indicate your enthusiasm for working on 
and collecting early New Hampshire paper money and ask if I have any duplicates to sell 
or trade. I know you realize that selling is not a practice I indulge in. It so happens that 
our foundation is currently in negotiations to buy a collection. 

It also happens that we have in duplicate a very rare important and spectacular piece of 
New Hampshire paper money - 7 shillings, December 25, 1734 private partnership issue 
in lovely condition. I enclose a photocopy. 

My idea is that I will try to arrange for you to get title to one half of the collection 
I am trying to acquire and trade that half to us for the New Hampshire piece. It will be a 
large price but you will end up with a New Hampshire gem. You won’t even see the 
collection we are trying to acquire but the arrangement will satisfy my non-selling 
scruples. 

Fortunately this possible deal should help you if it works out. That is all I can tell 
you at present. 


Happy New Year and thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 


‘Your fiends in the rare coin business 





A Collectors Universe™ company 


February 5, 2001 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter. This particular box that I saw in California was in a 
rectangular green box with gold lettering on the top—dquite similar to yours and 
possibly identical. I did not have an image of your scale when I saw it, but they 
were close enough that there was an identity in appearance. 


Jerry Thayer, of Budweiser fame, is enjoying his retirement in Wolfeboro. He is 
the immediate next door neighbor to Ray Merena. 


All the best. 





Q. David’Bowers 
QDB/cmt 
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Your hriends in the rare coin business 





A Collectors Universe™ company 


February 22, 2001 


Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Dave Bowers and our research staff are putting the finishing touches on what | 
believe will be one of the most interesting, most comprehensive, and, indeed, 
magnificent books ever written on the California Gold Rush and its connection 
with gold coins and numismatics. The title of the volume is planned to be 4 
California Gold Rush History Featuring Treasure from the S.S. Central America. 
While the treasure is showcased, the story begins in the early days of California. 
changing to the Gold Rush in 1848-9. continuing to the growth of San Francisco. 
treating the monetary and banking aspects as well as social aspects of the Gold 
Rush, and rounding out the narrative with a panorama of interesting and important 
events. 


The book is planned to be the best part of 1,000 pages in length, large format 
(approximately 10 x 13 inches), on glossy paper, with full color illustrations 
throughout. 


| am gathering selected comments for possible use in a brochure and advertising 
We are preparing, and wonder if you would like to send a comment—anywhere 
from a sentence or two up to a paragraph would be very much appreciated. 


| am enclosing a self-addressed postage-paid envelope for your convenience in 
replying as | am working against a deadline. 





* (ele) 2222-59938 (603) 569-5005 FAX, (603) 5659 45.4270 
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Eric Newman 
Page two 


[ very much appreciate any interest you may take. 


Best wishes, 


ae 
Wny)9 


Christine Karstedt 
Vice President of Bowers and Merena Galleries 
CK/cmt 


Enclosure: Introductory pages, bibliography, plus selections from several 
chapters. We would be happy to send other additional information 
or any other specific chapters that might be of interest. 
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dyur friends in the rare coin business 





August 24, 2001 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63 105 


Dear Eric: 


Some time ago you mentioned that you might like to sponsor Tommy Thompson 
and Bob Evans for membership in the Explorers Club. I imagine that they would 
be very enthusiastic if you did this. Any further thoughts? I have no connection 
whatever with the outcome, but in my opinion these two men are truly fine 
explorers. 


It was great to see you at the ANA convention. 





A Collectors Universe’ Company 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers August 28, 2001 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1224 


Dear Dave: 


When you told me you and your wife declined a U.S. government sponsored trip 
to Oman I gasped in disbelief. 

Oman is one of the most exciting places im the world as an example of 
accomplishment, stability, and human understanding. You must arrange to go. The Al 
Bustan Palace Hotel in Muscat is the most spectacular hotel in the world and I hear that a 
new grander hotel was just built out over the water in the Gulf of Oman. The rates are 
higher than a space craft. Christy would love the place. 

Evelyn and I have been there twice and know some members of the Zawawi and 
Ritchie families. 


Go. 


Your travel advisor, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers August 28, 2001 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


You will recall that I offered to sponsor both Tommy Thompson and Bob Evans 
to be members of the Explorers Club at the SS Central America exhibit at the August 
2000 ANA Philadelphia convention. They were probably too busy, too involved or too 
modest to react. I followed up with Bob but nothing happened. 

Your letter of August 24, 2001 revives the matter. They both should be members 
and if so will enjoy it imumensely and help all exploration. 

Two sponsors who are members are needed for each. I will be one: and they 
should tell me which other member they know who will sponsor them or else I will 
obtain a second sponsor for each. 

I enclose an application form, some descriptive material and the exotic food menu 
from our March 2001 annual dinner. One of the guests who ate the tarantulas claimed 
ilIness and went to the New York Public Health Department to complain. The comic 
diagnosis it gave was “ allegoric to tarantulas”. 


Your fellow numismatic explorer friend, 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


Your friends in the rare coin business 





September 4, 2001 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of August 28". | am sending a copy of your letter and 
the enclosures to both Bob Evans (address: 1290 Flint Ridge Road, Hopewell, OH 
43746) and Tommy Thompson (address: 433 West 6th Avenue, Columbus, OH 
43201). With your help and with whatever they do, the matter 1s now out of my 
hands. 


Separately I will reply to your other letter. 
Eric, thank all you do. 


Sincerel 


PO 
Q. David pene oi ieee 
QDB/cmt 


cc: Bob Evans 
Tommy Thompson 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


Your fricnds in the rare coin business 





December 4, 2001 


Cathy Clark 

American Numismatic Association 
818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Dear Cathy: 


In looking at my current issue of Zhe Numismatist, | noticed the caption on page 
1427 stating that “This brass 1776 ‘unit’ was authorized as currency...” | hadn’t 
seen this caption before, which was added by the ANA staff. My explanation or 
take in the matter appears at the upper right of page 1427. Just in case someone 
such as Eric P. Newman or another acknowledged expert writes in, you might 
state that | had nothing to do with the caption. The fact is that no documentation 
has ever been found concerning the Continental Currency coins. 


Best pergongl regards. 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/cmt 
cc: Eric P. Newman cs 


A Collectors Universe” Company 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers December 10, 2001 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


It was thoughtful of you to write me on December 4, 2001 about the picture 
caption error on page 14:22 of the December 2001 Numismatist. Writing as much as you 
do does not give you the time or opportunity to check every minor detail an editor adds to 
your manuscript. I try to submit captions pasted onto the pictures to avoid! a mix up or 
error. Let us wait and see if anyone complains. Don’t be concerned about this matter. 

As to your comment about clerks being hired to sign the bills the massive number 
of official bres rom = Congress seems to be to honor supporters of the 
Revolution and gain goodwill from them for circulation of the bills. A few of the 
authorized signers did use family and others to do some signing, but not often. 
Incidentally where did you get “unit” as a name for the 1776 Continental Currency 
Coinage? 

I just had a much worse problem. On page 1354 Column 2 of the September 
2001 Numismatist it was pointed out that I made an error in The Early Paper Money of 
America. I was not told this beforehand. The editorial staff did not have me review the 
article as they often do. There was no error. I therefore felt that the editorial staff should 
notify the author and publish a correction because the author left egg on his face by 
specific erroneous criticism. The author wrote a kind reply asking to have an apology 
published in a coming issue. We will see. 

Isn't it amazing how much people love to criticize and get satisfaction out of it? 


Keep writing. Keep dealing. Thrive. 
A very happy holiday season to all of you, 


x 
yas 


Eric P. Newman 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


dyour tricnds in the rare coin business 





December 28, 2001 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you for your note of December 10th. I am playing catch up this week. 


Thank you for your nice comments. I could mention many interesting “editorial” 
alterations to my articles over the year. Some time ago in a Coin World column | 
discussed Proof coins, and, somehow, something was removed at the editorial 
offices, and the final version came out that Proof coins were struck in Denver, 
rather than Philadelphia—or something like this! A reader wrote in to state that | 
didn’t know what I was talking about, and this letter to the editor was published! | 
then asked for an editorial retraction and apology, and was told that this would 
simply call unfavorable attention to the editorial department, and that the situation 
would “pass.” 


In another instance, nearly 40 years ago in Coin World, a member of our staff was 
asked to write a review of a book on, I believe, the coinage of Mexico. The book 
was execrable and the reviewer, Les Zeller, said so, stating that it was rather 
iisécavie, pouriy researched, and that its only saving grace was that it had decent 
photographs. The review was extensively edited to state the number of pages in 
the book, its general contents, and the fact that it had marvelous photographs— 
nothing else was said! 


[ have decided to embark upon a study of the obsolete currency of New 
Hampshire. I have been interested in this field for quite some time, and in the 
1970s collected quite a bit of obsolete currency in general, and donated a 
collection of about 700 different $3 bills to the American Numismatic Association. 
In the early 1990s I did a lot of looking in the state records regarding the several 
banks that once did business in Wolfeboro, and found enough to do a book on the 
subject! I settled for an extensive article which appeared in the three-volume 
History of Wolfeboro | did for the Wolfeboro Historical Society. 


A Gollecters Universe Company 
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Eric P. Newman 
Page Two 


Anyway, now I am trying to get one each of every different obsolete denomination 
and major variety issued by the different banks, and at the same time I am 
collecting history and technical information. I have absolutely nothing at all in the 
way of pre-1800 notes, and would like to collect these as well. As I write this | 
have your great book open before me, and I see so many varieties. If you have any 
duplicates you would care to sell or trade, count me as being very interested. | am 
quite enthusiastic and would be very appreciative for amy thoughts or ideas or any 


purchase opportunities. 


Here’s wishing you, Evelyn, and your extended family a very happy, healthy, and 
prosperous 2002. I look forward to seeing you the next time our paths cross. 







Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/cmt 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


Cur triends in the rare coin business 





January 3, 2002 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you so much for your fine gift. It will occupy an honored spot in my 
library. | do have a copy of the 1849 edition of this book, but not the “original” 


that you just sent, the earlier edition before the Gold Rush was publicized. Thanks 
again. 


All the best 






Bowers 


Q. 
QDB/cmt 


— 
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January 28, 2002 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your note. Money is a consideration to me, and, believe it or not, I 
enjoy “collecting” history and information as much as I do the items themselves. 
However, if this is something that is affordable, I would certainly like to learn 
more. Just give me an idea of the general range, or the specific price you are 
talking about. 


Here in New Hampshire we are having a winter without much snow or without 


deep cold—rather interesting, and something that most people don’t mind, except 
that it is unfortunate for the winter recreation business. 


All the be 
Sincer 


Q. David Bowe 
Q 


A Collectors Universe” Company 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


Jur hicnas in the rare coin business 





March 8, 2002 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecii Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 





Dear Eric: 


Not having heard from you any further about the “museum exchange” I am just 
writing to see what the status might be. 


I hope all is well. 
Every good\wish. 
Sincerel 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/cmt 
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March 21, 2002 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Soorety 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63165 


Dear Eric 


Thanks for your fax message. | am not able to tend the Wayne Rich Collection 
sale, as the meniorial servies for my deat mother-in-law (Christie s mom) are 
being held tomorrow, Friday. However, i “did my part” with the catalogue, and | 
arm in constant commurmcation wita Baltumore, and have left some bids Urecentiy 
received a telephone call from Wayne’s daughters, who were in the same place at 
the same time, saying that they are thrilled and excited with the catric gue and only 
wished that Wayne could | have read it, Also, they have tound quite a bit of other 

“stull” that they want to give me personally, but I did say that if it has value and is 
something that ts not of personally interest (research material would be of nersoral 
interest but commerciai things would not), [ would sell the items and veut to them 
the proceeds Wayne was quite unterested in the history of New Hampshire 
currency, atid apparently accumulated some files which I have not yet seen. The 
material recerved with him consignment was more or less in the form of snbatiniel 
notes. 


In your wonderful book on Early American Currency you specifically credit 
Wayne Rich m the New Hampshire section. Wayne did not travel widely outside 
of New Hampshire, and probably you did not know him for that reason. 


All the best, from here, 


Sincerely, y | 


0. David Bowers" 
ODB/emt : ee 
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August 28, 2002 


Mr. Curt Wood 
5546 Fulton Avenue, Apt. 4 
Van Nuys, CA 9140] 


Dear Curt: 


Thank you so much for the clipping from an unattributed source. However, I note 
that the painting is from the St. Louis Art Museum. Accordingly I have sent it 
along with the present letter to Eric P. Newman (address is: Numismatic 

Education Society, 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63 105), wito lives in 
St. Louis and is interested in numismatic research, as you may know. Perhaps Eric 
could find out more what the St. Louis Art Museum may or may not know. In any 
event, if the Museum would consent to have us reproduce this illustration in one of 
our publications, this would be quite interesting. Someone must have additional 
information to state that it is indeed Dickeson who is doing the sketching at the 
left. ; 


Also, I do not have a copy of Dickeson’s publications about his excavating Indian 
mounds, and anything like this would be interesting to gain. 


Curt, thanks so myich, If something materializes and we use it, I'll give you credit. 


Sincerely, inl oma 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/cmt 
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valleys, where, by his own account, he 
excavated no fewer than one 
thousand Indian mounds. He also 
commissioned a sprocket-mounted 
“panorama” of the Mississippi River 
by artist I. J]. Egan in 1850, based on 
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he used on the lecture circuit. The 
cutaway version of an Indian mound 


shown above is one of the few 


surviving panels from that panorama; 
the doctor is the artist at the left. 


THE ST. LOUIS ART MUSEUM. ELIZA MCMILLAN TRUST FUND 
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October 9, 2002 


Saint Louis Art Museum 
Forest Park 

1 Fine Arts Drive 

St. Louis, MO 63110 


Dear Friends: 


| am writing you at the suggestion of your local citizen, Eric P. Newman. I would 
be interested in purchasing a sharp color image of the panorama by I.J. Egan, after 
a sketch by Montroville W. Dickeson, of an archeological mound. This is believed 
to be a detail from a larger picture. 


Dickeson was very prominent in rare coins (numismatics) and in 1859 published 
the first large volume on the subject in the United States, An American 
Numismatical Manual. Dr. Dickeson was a man of many interests, traveled 
widely, collected widely, and was involved in various disciplines, some lightly, 
others not so lightly. 


| look forward to the possibility of hearing from you soon. 


Sincerely y urs. 





Q. Dayid fowets 
QDB/cmt 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


Qyour friends in the rare coin business 





November 18, 2002 


Ellen Dunlap 

American Antiquarian Society 
185 Salisbury Street 
Worcester, MA 01609-1634 


Dear Ms. Dunlap: 


At the suggestion of Ken Rendell, I am sending you a few books I have written. It might 
be interesting to become a regular member of the Society if this is in the cards. By way of 
related things, I am a fellow of the Massachusetts Historical Society, a fellow of the 
American Numismatic Society (New York), a private patron of the New Hampshire 
Historical Society (not publicized), and a lifelong (since I was a teenager) friend of your 
esteemed member, Eric P. Newman (an acquaintance which spans over 45 years by now). 


If this strikes a responsive chord and the membership 1s available, this would be 
delightful. If not, I certainly will understand. 


All the best. 






Sincerely yo 


Q. David Bowers | 
QDB/cmt y. 
cc: Eric P. Newman v 

Kenneth W. Rendel!] 





Enclosure: Selected books including A California Gold Rush History; The Rare Silver 
Dollars dated 1804; The Bass Museum Sylloge; More Adventures with Rare Coins (four 
out of over 40 books I have done, these being some of the more recent ones). 


P.S. In the event that this membership request winds up in the circular bin, which is fine. 
please accept the books as a contribution to the Society—perhaps for a yard sale! 


A Collectors Universe Company 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


‘Your friends in the rare coin business 





December 17, 2002 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63 105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you so much for the package of images. And, I really appreciate your nice 
words concerning my new book. Specifically because of this, I have resolved not 
to let the next week go by without writing something. Just kidding, of course— 
writing and research keeps me young. 


The other day I had Jerry Thayer and his wife, Candy over to the house for dinner, 
and he specifically asked me if I had remembered him to you lately. Accordingly, 
as | haven’t talked to you on the telephone in the past few weeks, here indeed is a 
remembrance! In fact, Ill send Jerry a copy of this letter and also your letter to 
me. Most admirably, Jerry has lent his talents to the town of Wolfeboro and is on 
the budget committee! This is wonderful for the town, and. hopefully, not too bad 
for Jerry. 


All the best to you and your extended family for a very nice holiday and a happy. 
healthy, and-prosperous 2003! 





QDB/cmt 


cc: Jerry Thayer 


A Collectors Universe Company 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Q. David Bowers December 12, 2002 
P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


A few days ago I had the opportunity to read your new 50 favorite numismatic 
stories and I could not put the book down. All I could skip were the auction listings and 
the die variety detail. You have created in a fascinating complex of drama, romance and 
completeness of the exciting episodes which numismatic objects unfold. You surround 
each topic with people, comment, images and historical events along with every relevant 

Mssociation and technicality. It is a stimulant which creates enjoyment and educational 
value now and into the future. It will help numismatics draw more people in the fold. 
Congratulations and thanks. 3 

I do not have to tell you to keep writing as you cannot stop and be happy. 

You asked me to help on the New Hampshire project and I enclose photocopies of 
our colonial New Hampshire collection except for sheets of reprints which you probably 
already have. I will send soon other photostats from my file of other people’s images 
whether included in my book or not. I have Harley Freeman’s ledger indicating the main 
collections and holdings. of others of about 40 years ago. 

If you need bank notes or scrip from New Hampshire we have a nice group. We 
have a 1776 New Hampshire cast copper piece and a similar 1777 NH fake. I hope you 
classify the WM piece as a forgery even though it gave rise to tons of copies. 

Isn’t numismatic research wonderful? 


My best to your family and team. 


Sincerely, 


- 
y, 


~~ 


f f/m / 


Eric P. Newman 
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Subj: Bank Note Sample Sheets 

Date: 3/30/2003 10:18:16 AM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: gdbarchive@metrocast.net 


Dear Dave: When | visited you in Wolfeboro many years ago | remember seeing on your wall two big beautiful 
framed bank note sample sheets. This stimulates me to ask you what collections (institutional or private) have a 
large group of these as | am doing some research on some of them. Is there an article or so that you recall which 
has been written on the subject of such sheets? Do the American Bank Note Company archives that remain 
unsold have the medal plates or a group of these sheets? Who are the people who now contro! ABNC archives? | 
will appreciate any information you can give me on any or all of the above. 

Good luck in all the swirling sandstorms of commercial numismatics. 


Eric 


Sunday, March 30, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 


Subj: RE: (no subject) 

Date: 5/9/2003 7:37:12 AM Central Standard Time 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 


Thanks! It was a treat to have dinner with you and to see Evelyn 
again---a memorable evening. And, it was nice to talk with you when you 
were "paying court" near the reception desk at the convention. 


| have the originals of Niles and will send them to you if you give me 
the word to do so. | think there are index volumes every once in a while 
(in any event, the bound volume for each year is indexed---easy to use 
and fairly well indexed, although it is important to check under a few 
different headings to find a particular item). 


If | hear from you by 10-ish this a.m. | can send them out to you today 
(my secretary comes in shortly after 10 to pick up my things and deliver 
things she has done). Otherwise, Monday. 


The Whitman ladies, Teresa Lyle (sitting next to you) and Mary Counts 
(sitting next to me; she has spent time in China) are at once talented 
and very nice. | think that Whitman is in very good hands---very nice 
for the Ken Bressett interface. 


All the best to you and Evelyn. 
DAVE B 


-----Original Message—-- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Friday, May 09, 2003 12:45 AM 

To: QDBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 

Subject: Fwd: (no subject) 


Friday, May 09, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 


Page | of | 


Q. David BOwERS, LLC 


Professional Numismatist 


Antiquarian 


P.O. Box 539 
WOLFEBORO FALLS, NH 03896-0539 


qdbarchive@metrocast.net 


Private personal telephone: (603) 569-0955 





August 9, 2003 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
Dear Eric, 
You can imagine my surprise and delight when I read the biographical sketch about 
you in the American Numismatic Society Magazine and noted that numbered me among 
your long-time friends. Thanks so much! 


All good wishes. 


Sincerel 


Message Page 1 of 1 


Subj: (no subject) 
Date: 10/20/2003 5:19:20 PM Central Standard Time 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 
To: ericnumis@aol.com 
CC: Dmanleyinc@aol.com 
Dear Eric, 


| spent a couple of days last week in Colorado Springs with Dwight Manley—come to think of it, I'll simply send 
you under separate cover some of the photos | took and the small article for Coin World. 

You came up in conversation, and we both thought it might be interesting to visit you sometime, to see you, of 
course, but perhaps also to see some of the numismatic items at the Mercantile Bank, etc. | love interesting 
things, as you know (and am eagerly awaiting to learn more about the "broadside" of Ormsby). 

If this sounds like an interesting idea, Dwight (from Newport Beach) and | might meet in St. Louis for a day. No 
specific time in mind at all. 

Best wishes, 

DAVE B 


» Monday, October 20, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 


Message Page 1 of 1 


Subj: (no subject) 
Date: 10/28/2003 8:06:10 AM Central Standard Time 


From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 
To: ericnumis@aol.com 
CC: Dmanleyinc@aol.com 


Eric Newman 
Dear Eric, 


Thank you for your comment. I will double check with Dwight Manley and see what his ideas are. 
He mentioned to me the other day that he had heard so many nice things about you, but never had the 
chance to visit. Although I do not travel as extensively as Dwight does, I will be going to the Tucson 
Gem and Mineral Show in February. Dwight will be attending also. Perhaps Dwight and I could meet in 
St. Louis, then go to Tucson? Or, Ill ask Dwight and see what he has in mind. So far as what I have in 
mind, there is nothing in particular except that it is always nice to see you—and to the extent that things 
are on exhibit or readily available, they would be a treat to view. 

With regard to Waterman Lily Ormsby, he seems to be a very prominent figure in engraving field, of 
whom everyone knows everything, but really no one knows much. The same biographical information, 
conveniently fitting into a small paragraph, is repeated over and over, together with some errors. If you 
are at all interested in Ormsby I can send you images of some handwritten letters of his that I came 
across, and also some notes I have made. These are still being assembled in logical order, and I would 
not send them for a few weeks. 

All the best from here. 


Sincerely, 


Dave Bowers 


cc: Dwight Manley 


Tuesday, October 28, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 










Q. DaviD BOWERS, LLC (JS&> 
Professional Numismatist KAS = % 
Antiquarian i, SS= 3 

: a P.O. Box 539 


WOLFEBORO FALLS, NH 03896-0539 
qdbarchive@metrocast.net 


Las VY Private personal telephone: (603) 569-0955 


November 4, 2003 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


The copy of the broadside arrived in good order, and what a nice item it is! I am an 
Ormsby fan, simply because the local (about 25 miles away) Carroll County Bank in 
Sandwich, NH, preserved correspondence with Ormsby, and was a customer for his notes 
in 1854. The “Security Bank” motif, illustrated at the lower left of your broadside, was 
actually used as a Carroll County Bank note. One of Ormsby’s theses was that each bank 
should have its own distinctive image, thereby presenting notes of another bank to be 
altered. Also, this type of large vignette across the front of the note was what Ormsby 
called the “unit” concept. It would be quite interesting to see if the same image was used 
on any other bank at all besides the Carroll County Bank. If so, Ormsby would be going 
against his own arguments that vignettes should be unique for each bank. 


Curiously, although Ormsby did not like small vignettes, he regularly used them on 
the vast majority of notes he did for clients. Perhaps they did not want to pay the higher 
price for a “unit” vignette. 


I have quite a bit of information on Ormsby, and keep gathering it. Your broadside is 
the first I have seen. I wonder it was used for? It is not likely that any bank or anyone else 
would have wanted to have framed it, so possibly it was folded and sent as an 
advertisement. Who knows? If you ever decide to part with it I would be delighted to be 
considered as its next owner, with you secure in the knowledge that I would enjoy having 
it immensely! However, the copy you sent is just fine, and I am very pleased. 


Eric, thank you so much. 


Sincer 


ae 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 





Q. David Bowers January 6, 2004 
P.O. Box 539 
Wolfeboro, NH 03896-0539 


David Sundman 
253 Union St. 
Littleton, NH 03561 


Dear Davids: 


For 2004 I am enclosing from my library an excerpt I just located relating to the 
over issue of bank notes. by New Hampshire banks and a summary of their assets and 
liabilities. This is foe the continuation of your joint project as to the history of the money 
of your beloved state. I had never heard of an over issue by an honest bank until I saw 
this report in the Bicknell’s Reporter, Counterfeit Detector and General Prices Current 
published in Philadelphia on December 31, 1844 (p.2, col. 4). 

If you already know about it please excuse me. If you do not know about it you 
may have fun researching what the authorities did. 


May both of you thirive. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Q. David Bowers | January 14, 2004 
P.O. Box 539 
Wolfeboro, NH 03896-053 


Dear Dave: 


We of non-commnercial numismatics are sorry to lose part of you into commercial 
numismatics again but we were not surprised . 

Please thrive again. 

As a personal gift én honor of your new position I am enclosing an item for your 
Mint picture collection. It has two features which are unique. First there is no picture of 
the San Francisco Mint. Second it should be in a Mint error category because there is a 
typo in the text. 


Numismatics has everything. 


Best wishes from an old friend, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Message Page 1 of 1 


Subj: RE: (no subject) 

Date: 03/08/2004 9:32:04 AM Central Standard Time 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

1: EricNumis@aol.com 


What the country needs is a good five-cent cigar 


q 


PS: Could | pay to have a 600 dpi scan made of the IMAGES on your Ormbsy 
poster? These could be done individually. 
Black and white, good contrast, JPEG would be nice 


PS: Leaving in the a.m. for Baltimore, back this weekend 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 08, 2004 10:26 AM 

To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

Subject: Re: (no subject) 


Hello Q: 

sorry about the mix-up. The call was from a non-numismatist with the name of 
Dave Baker. Close but no cigar. 

My best. Eric 


Monday, March 08, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


Message Page 1 of | 


Subj: RE: (no subject) 
Date: 03/08/2004 5:42:20 PM Central Standard Time 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 
Thanks! 


CD-ROM would be fine. Just of the individual elements, not the whole thing. 
Hopefully, they can get white (not gray) background by slightly adjusting the 
contrast. 


Heading off to Baltimore in the a.m. so will read any other communiques when | get 


back 


All th 


e best 


DAVE B 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 08, 2004 5:00 PM 

To: QDBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 

Subject: (no subject) 


Dear Dave: 

As far as the Ormsby is concerned | have contacted the Kinkos near our home. 
They cannot do a 600 dpi for the sheet as a whole but can do 600 for sections 
of it. You asked for "images" on it so | think you want the bills and vignettes 
individually or if they are small in size they can be done in a group. If my poster 
will fit onto their machine without damaging the poster then there is no 
problem. They ask whether you want it on sloppy disc or CD. | assume you 
want all of the images which compare genuine and false portraits, numbers 
and insignia as well as the full note images. Do you want the title or any of the 
text? 

You have the photocopy Kinko made for me previously. | assume you are 
going to produce a publication on Ormsby. | have a number of his notes in our 
collection. 

What a fascinating topic! My best Eric 


Monday, March 08, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 






© AMERICAN NUMISMATIC RARITIES, LLC 


premier rare coin auctions 





September 22, 2004 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


I wonder if among your files you might have a photograph, or two, or three, of you “in 
action” doing something numismatic—such as looking at your collection, visiting a Mint, 
examining a coin, or something else? For the new book I am doing (the second one in the 
pipeline), about collecting, investing in and enjoying coins (title not yet decided), foreword by 
Ken Bressett, I'd like some pictures of collectors collecting, dealers dealing, and so on. These 
will probably be reproduced in black and white and a quarter page or a half page in size. The 
idea is to show numismatic activity in real life. 


Eric, if you have something like this and would care to send it along, I’d be happy to consider 
including it. I’m not sure what will end up in the book, as there are always faces on the cutting 
room floor, but at least the possibility exists. 


All good wishes. 


Sincerely 







Ou might expect, I am nearing a deadline, and I would need these in a few days. 
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Subj: Re: FW: Emailing: 2005-04-14 Chapter 27 for proofing FORMATTED for printing ou 
Date: 04/15/2005 12:06:59 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

Dear Dave: 


Any colonial images you might need for the 100 greatest notes can be taken from the colored 
picture section of THE EARLY PAPER MONEY OF AMERICA 4th edition. The Stack's 
catalogs have many others in color. If you need any others let me know. 

Thank you for asking me to participate in the 100 greatest American notes. 

| believe only professionals were asked to participate in the 100 American greatest coins and 
you were right to expand your current project to non-professionals. There might be a conflict 
of interest for our participation as | would not feel right to propose some of our own material. If 
you still feel you want me to do something | will try. 

| think the notes of Robert Morris issued to finance the US in 1781-2 when his credit was 
better than US (He went broke later) might be included. 


My best Eric 
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Friday, April 15, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: (no subject) 


Date: 04/21/2005 7:37:56 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

TO: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric! 


Just got back from spending most of a week in NYC at the Eliasberg sale. 


Can use a handful of colonial/provincial notes, perhaps Sword in Hand, Codfish, a very early note or two, etc. Thanks!!! 


All the best, 
DAVE B 


emai Original Message----- 
From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto: EricNumis@aol. com] 


Sent: Sunday, April 17, 2005 12:31 PM 
To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 
Subject: Re: (no subject) 


Dave : 
Tell me what pictures you are interested in and | will cut them out of a book. Loften do 


that for others. Eric 








Sunday, April 24, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 


oe  & 






AMERICAN NUMISMATIC RARITIES, LLC 


premier rare coin auctions 


May 9, 2005 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am working full speed ahead, together with my associates, in compiling a 
dictionary/almanac of numismatic terms for Whitman Publishing Company. | have 
decided to set up an editorial advisory board including perhaps a dozen leading figures 
in numismatics, with emphasis diversity of specialties. 


I am enclosing for your possible interest, but confidential, a drafty draft printout of 
some notes from the introduction (to give the flavor) as well as entries for the letter “A.” 


If you would like to be one of these board members, | would be delighted. You 
would be appropriately credited in the book and, upon publication, would receive a 
complimentary copy. As the book progresses | would send to you printouts similar to 
that enclosed, to be marked up and returned with any suggestions, additions, deletions, 
or anything else. As you might imagine (true of most publishing projects!) | am in a fair 
rush. However, | am trying to take my time to create a text that will be informative and 
interesting to read. As the title page notes, this emphasizes American numismatics, and 
therefore will not be at all competitive with the several excellent worldwide dictionaries 
that are on the market. 


If this would be interesting, can you drop me a note by e-mail at 
gdbarchive@metyocast.net or by regular mail? | am very appreciative of any interest you 
may take. 










Best wishes, 


QO. a eeeremaeae 


Ce: Mary Counts, President, Whitman Publishing Company 
Dennis Tucker, Publisher, Whitman Publishing Company 


QDB/rf 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


Mr. Q. David Bowers | May 16, 2005 
American Numismatic Rarities 

Box 1804 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear David: 


As to your dictionary-encyclopedia project your selection of me to be on your 
committee for further item review is entirely up to you. I am glad to be helpful on 
important publications like this but my time capacity is somewhat limited. My plate is 
full with a group of other numismatic projects, but not anywhere near the mass of those 
in your pending undertakings. I like your present project. 

Enclosed are somne images you asked for iin connection with 100 selected pieces 
of American paper money. 

I just was pleased to see your friend David Sundman as well as Chris Karstedt in 
St. Louis. 


Keep stirring the pot, 


Eric P. Newman 


6450 CECIL AVENUE ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63105 ERICNUMIS @ AOL.COM 






AMERICAN NUMISMATIC RARITIES, LLC 


premier rare coin auctions 


June 1, 2005 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Thanks for your nice note. I called you on your birthday but spoke to a recording 
device. Later, someone told me you were traveling. So, | suppose that is normal! I expect 
you to be doing so for the next 20 years. 

Eric, thanks for being a member of my Editorial Advisory Board. 


All good wishes. 







Sincerely, 


©. David Bowers 


ET nal 
oc: Mary Counts & Dennis Tucker at Whitman Publishing Co. 


ODB/ rf 
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premier rare coin auctions 


July 19, 2005 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

I hope this letter finds you well. | called you on your birthday but heard you were in 
Alaska or some other such place. Only you travel to such remote locations! I look 
forward to seeing you at the ANA Convention if you plan to attend. 

In the meantime | am sending along some draft copy of a new book I am doing on 
nickel five-cent pieces for Whitman. If you have any suggestions, I’d be happy to have 
you mark up pages and send them back. The enclosed $2 is simply for postage. 

Coming down the pike in the next group of material I send, within a week, will be 
quite a bit of information on the 1913 Liberty Head nickel, including some that you 
provided to me. You might want to check this especially carefully. 

Eric, all the best to you and Evelyn. 

Sincerely, 
QO: David Bowers 


(sent out over Dave's signature to expedite delivery) 


cc: Mary Counts 


ODB/ rf 
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premier vare coin auctions 


July 24, 2005 


Dear Friends: 


I am dictating this letter on Saturday before heading out for the ANA Convention, to 
return the first week in August. I will ask Roberta to send out this pack of information 
with $2 in stray bills for return postage for anything you send. 


Yesterday, the 224, Mary Counts and I decided to split the nickel book into two 
parts, as otherwise it was becoming quite bulky. Some information about this is in the 
introduction to the file. 


What I probably will do will be to get this particular book out the door and then 
work on the Buffalo and Jefferson nickels. The list of contributors to the second volume 
will be a bit different from that of the first, as certain Shield nickel enthusiasts will not be 
involved, but Buffalo nickel and Jefferson nickel people will be. 


I am deeply appreciative for anything you can find, correct, or suggest!!! 


Every good wish. 


Bau (6) 


©. David Bowers 
(sent out by Roberta French) 


cc: Mary Counts 


QDB/rf 
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Page 1 of 2 


Subj: Shield and Liberty Nickel Book or Books 
Date: 07/31/2005 2:25:40 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: QDBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 

Dear David: 


Welcome back from San Francisco. | hope you enjoyed the ANA and that they enjoyed you. 
You July 19, 2005 letter and Roberta French's letter of July 24, 2005 requesting suggestions 
for your draft of the above is answered by Email to avoid any delay by my having it typed or 
postal delays. 

| am glad to try to be of help but had to concentrate on portions where | felt | would be more 
knowledgeable. | am not suggesting any modifications of opinions, even though | may 
disagree with some of them, confining myself to factual matters and clarification. 

Page 4, Col. 2 , 2nd full P: Some readers may smirk at the last part of that. 

P. 12, Col. 1, P 3: "Next year's date" may indicate that the date was put on the dies. You later 
indicated that the date was not put on the dies until shortly before the dies were needed for 
use; 

"rusting due to humidity" is better than "moisture". 

P. 13, Col. 1, P 3: The coin was forced from the collar before the fingers ejected it. 

P.19 Authenticity, line 3: "counterfeits" is wrong. Use "fakes" or "forgeries”. 

P. 86. Col. 1, P 1: You say one is a proof and the others are circulation strikes. They are from 
the same obverse die | believe 

and whether one coin was made with a proof planchet and the others were standard 
planchets is more likely. There were not proof dies used as | see it. | suggest "proof surface" 
and "circulation type strikes" even though they were not for circulation. 

P. 89. Col. 1, P.1 & 2: I think you should specify when the Fraser design was authorized and 
when he began to work on it for the Mint. You say it will be commented upon later but now it 
may be in a second book. Change that timing to protect yourself. As it now stands one might 
interpret what you said as though the Indian design might have been a last minute 

action. The next paragraph is pure speculation. 

Page 90 after the Boyer letter: No electrotype was in the case. Where this assertion came 
from is beyond me. There were 8 coin holes in two horizontal rows in the specially prepared 
leather case with celluloid sliding strips on both sides of the inner hinged panel. The case 
contained the 5 Liberty Head 1913 nickels. one Indian Type | without the F for Fraser; one 
Indian Type | | in nickel like the normal strike (which | still have); and the Indian Type | lina 
primarily copper composition (which | still have) which has been analyzed by two metallurgical 
firms. If the case had been made early in 1913 it would have had only 5 holes but since it has 
8 it had to have been made after late 1913 when Type | | Indian nickels were struck. 

P. 94, Col. 2, P. 3: "in the practice of law" instead of " a law student" (Thanks for making me 
much younger); it was not a US Refunding Certificate | was seeking but a $5 US Demand 
Note payable at St. Louis; do not use the expression "unwanted coins" 

but use "unselected" and at the end of the sentence add "under a joint arrangement." Johnson 
was my great mentor and he always treated me with fairness. We always had complete 
confidence in one another. 

P.95, Col. 1, P.3 : Substitute "A later letter" for "The next letter”. 


Tuesday, February 12, 2002 America Online: EricNumis 





° ? Page 2 of 2 


P. 130, Col. 2 (1913 item): You might mention that the Indian trial piece of Type | | in copper 
composition had to have been made in late 1913 at the earliest. (This copper trial was not in 
your new Judd and should be along with 1791 and 1792 WASHINGTON patterns whether 
English or American 

made) P. 131, Col. 2, P. 2: You state the Penny is an English 
denomination, not an American one. The American Colonial Moneys of Account used the 
Penny at various values from Colonial times until the end of the War of 1812 so | suggest you 
Clarify your comment. 

Now back to editing several manuscripts of others which | have on hand. 

| hope your friend of multiscore years has been somewhat helpful and has done at least $2 
worth of work for you. 

Keep writing and keep numismatics hopping. That "Counts". 

Eric 


Tuesday, February 12, 2002 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: Shield and Liberty Nickel Book or Books 

Date: 08/01/2005 9:29:33 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: mary.counts@whitmanpub.com, dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com 


Dear Eric! 
Thanks. I'll copy the Whitmanites as they are paid-up members of the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Appreciation Society! 


I'll review the suggestions and use them. Today | am catching up with stuff. 


The ANA show was lightly attended in comparison to earlier, but was in a comfortable facility (although split into two floors). The 
atmosphere was very friendly and was less hectic than usual. You were mentioned often in conversations about writing, 
research, etc. The Rittenhouse Society had its breakfast meeting on Sat at the Marriott, 18 were in attendance—the creme de 
la creme of American writers, less Eric P N who was missed—and Whitman treated. Nice event. Pete Smith was admitted as a 


new member. 


Eric, thanks!!! 


All the best, 
Dave B 


<---- Original Message----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Sunday, July 31, 2005 4:26 PM 

To: QDBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 

Subject: Shield and Liberty Nickel Book or Books 


Dear David: 

Welcome back from San Francisco. | hope you enjoyed the ANA and that they enjoyed 
you. 

You July 19, 2005 letter and Roberta French's letter of July 24, 2005 requesting 
suggestions for your draft of the above is answered by Email to avoid any delay by my 
having it typed or postal delays. 

| am glad to try to be of help but had to concentrate on portions where | felt | would be 
more knowledgeable. | am not suggesting any modifications of opinions, even though | 
may disagree with some of them, confining myself to factual matters and clarification. 
Page 4, Col. 2 , 2nd full P: Some readers may smirk at the last part of that. 

P. 12, Col. 1, P 3: "Next year's date” may indicate that the date was put on the dies. You 
later indicated that the date was not put on the dies until shortly before the dies were 
needed for use; 

"rusting due to humidity" is better than "moisture”. 

P. 13, Col. 1, P 3: The coin was forced from the collar before the fingers ejected it. 
P.19 Authenticity, line 3: "counterfeits" is wrong. Use "fakes" or "forgeries’. 

P. 86, Col. 1,P 1: You say one is a proof and the others are circulation strikes. They are 
from the same obverse die | believe 

and whether one coin was made with a proof planchet and the others were standard 
planchets is more likely. There were not proof dies used as | see it. | suggest "proof 
surface" and "circulation type strikes" even though they were not for circulation. 

P. 89. Col. 1, P.1 &2: | think you should specify when the Fraser design was 
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authorized and when he began to work on it for the Mint. You say it will be commented 
upon later but now it may be in a second book. Change that timing to protect yourself. 
As it now stands one might interpret what you said as though the Indian design might 
have been a last minute action. The next paragraph is pure speculation. 

Page 90 after the Boyer letter: No electrotype was in the case. Where this assertion 
came from is beyond me. There were 8 coin holes in two horizontal rows in the specially 
prepared leather case with celluloid sliding strips on both sides of the inner hinged 
panel. The case contained the 5 Liberty Head 1913 nickels. one Indian Type | without 
the F for Fraser; one Indian Type | | in nickel like the normal strike (which | still have); 
and the Indian Type | | in a primarily copper composition (which | still have) which has 
been analyzed by two metallurgical firms. If the case had been made early in 1913 it 
would have had only 5 holes but since it has 8 it had to have been made after late 1913 
when Type | | Indian nickels were struck. 

P. 94 Col. 2, P. 3: "in the practice of law" instead of " a law student" (Thanks for making 
me much younger); it was not a US Refunding Certificate | was seeking but a $5 US 
Demand Note payable at St. Louis; do not use the expression "unwanted coins" 

but use "unselected" and at the end of the sentence add "under a joint arrangement." 
Johnson was my great mentor and he always treated me with fairness. We always had 
complete confidence in one another. 

P.95, Col. 1, P.3 : Substitute "A later letter" for "The next letter’. 

P. 130, Col. 2 (1913 item): You might mention that the Indian trial piece of Type I | in 
copper composition had to have been made in late 1913 at the earliest. (This copper trial 
was not in your new Judd and should be along with 1791 and 1792 WASHINGTON 
patterns whether English or American 

made) P. 131, Col. 2, P. 2: You state the Penny is an 
English denomination, not an American one. The American Colonial Moneys of Account 
used the Penny at various values from Colonial times until the end of the War of 1812 so 
| suggest you clarify your comment. 

Now back to editing several manuscripts of others which | have on hand. 

| hope your friend of multiscore years has been somewhat helpful and has done at 

least $2 worth of work for you. 

Keep writing and keep numismatics hopping. That "Counts". 

Eric 


Wednesday, February 13, 2002 America Online: EricNumis 


rage 1 orl 


Subj: DIXIE 


Date: 11/05/2005 6:27:39 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

TO: QDBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 

Dear Dave: 


| have been very much interested in the DIXIE matter for many years. You recently wrote 
about it in Coin World and | thought | should share some additional data. In addition to the 
Citizens Bank | have a signed and issued $10 note of the New Orleans Improvement and 
Banking Company dated 1834 which on its face has DIX PIASTRES in large lettering. It is 
listed in Haxby as are the $10 notes of the Commerce Bank with similar language. | have 
never seen a very early $10 note of the Citizens Bank but | have two varieties of subsequent 
$10 issues, both of which have DIX. 

At least this situation creates a broader opportunity for the expression DIXIE to arise because 
several banks used bilingual language. 

Have you any further clues? 

My best to you and yours. Eric 
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Subj: DIXIE 

Date: 11/05/2005 6:27:39 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: QDBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 

Dear Dave: 


| have been very much interested in the DIXIE matter for many years. You recently wrote 
about it in Coin World and | thought | should share some additional data. In addition to the 
Citizens Bank | have a signed and issued $10 note of the New Orleans Improvement and 
Banking Company dated 1834 which on its face has DIX PIASTRES in large lettering. It is 
listed in Haxby as are the $10 notes of the Commerce Bank with similar language. | have 
never seen a very early $10 note of the Citizens Bank but | have two varieties of subsequent 
$10 issues, both of which have DIX. 

At least this situation creates a broader opportunity for the expression DIXIE to arise because 
several banks used bilingual language. 

Have you any further clues? 

My best to you and yours. Eric 
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e AMERICAN NuMISMATIC RARITIES, LLC 


premier rare coin auctions 


December 2, 2005 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


For Whitman Publishing Company, I am going to create a large-format, color-illustrated, 
nationally distributed, coffee table type book: THE 100 GREATEST AMERICAN TOKENS 
AND MEDALS. Katherine (Katie) Jaeger will be my co-author. This will follow in the mold of 
Whitman’s 100 GREATEST UNITED STATES COINS and the forthcoming (early 2006) 100 
GREATEST AMERICAN CURRENCY NOTES. It is anticipated that the distribution will be 
very wide. This should do a lot for the hobby and specialty of tokens and medals. 


To accomplish the 100 Greatest I am writing to ask you to jot down a list, in no particular 
order, of up to 150 different tokens and medals made in America or related to America (the latter 
can include Betts pieces). I am contacting other leaders in the field as well. If I could have this 
list by, say, January 1, 2006, this would be ideal. 


What I would like would be a sufficient description of the medal together with several 
words about its importance. A miscellaneous example: 


1837 Feuchtwanger cent. Envisioned as a proposal for federal coinage, but made privately. 
Widely circulated in its time, and popular to collect today. 


Another example: 


1776-dated Libertas Americana medal. Made in France at the behest of Benjamin Franklin, this 
portrait inspired a later generation of federal Liberty Cap coinage. 


You get the idea. The thrust is not to be the most valuable medal or the most rare, but a 
combination of rarity, value, historical significance, and popularity. It is also perfectly admissible 
to include a group of medals as one of your choices, such as the Three Seasons medals of 1796, 
or, collectively, “Civil War dog tag.” 


BS er 1 N's ; PAPER-MoOM EY ° Te * E-hes : MEDALS 


TO ee 
PO Box 1804 * Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 03894 * 866-811-1804 * 603-569-0823 © fax 603-569-3875 


Wwww.anrcoins.com ® auction@anrcoins.com 
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By this thrust, the finished book will contain 100 tokens and medals, some of great rarity 
and seen only in museums, while others will be within the reach of buyers of the book—for they 
are plentiful and inexpensive. 


As envisioned, each token or medal will occupy its own page, obverse and reverse shown 
at the top, with historical and numismatic commentary filling the rest of the page, at which, at the 
bottom, there will be a market guide in several values and, to the extent known, auction records. 


After January 1st, Katie and I will tabulate all of the responses, list them in chronological, 
alphabetical, or some other order not reflecting their final position in the top 100, and use these 
as a basis for a ballot for wider distribution among members of different societies as well as any 
other specialists and enthusiasts who may wish to participate. The poll will be sent out by 
Whitman, received by Whitman, and tabulated there. Once the order is determined, the ranking 
of the top 100 will be kept secret—until the time for “the envelope please!” moment, which will 
be the publication of the book. All of those who participate in the survey will be listed as such. 


Thanks, Eric, for any interest you can take. 


Sincerely yo 


Q. David“‘Bowers 
QDB/sn 
cc: Mary Counts, President, Whitman Publishing Company 


Dennis Tucker, Publisher, Whitman Publishing Company 
Katie Jaeger, co-author 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 12/06/2005 4:05:42 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: q gdbarchive@metrocast.net 

Dear Dave: 


Your letter to me dated December 2, 2005 requests comments from me on your proposed 
new book. 

"The 100 Greatest American Tokens and Medals". 

| think that the project should be divided into two separate books and that one book would be 
a major mistake. 

As you well know American Tokens are usually substitutes for US coins and produced 

for payment or monetary purposes. Medals are usually honoring or commemorating people, 
events and organizations and are keepsakes. Those interested in tokens may not be 
interested in medals and vice versa. Each field should have a separate book in my opinion as 
long as you want to write such a book. Tell Whitman that I will increase their profits by doing 
so. You and your coauthor will not have much more work to do and will not have to make 
decisions comparing apples and oranges or wading in mixed pickle relish. 

Now you have the fruit of my thinking. 

For you token book you will have to make a decision as to whether colonial tokens are to be 
included such as Granbys, Albany Church pennies, Maryland silver tokens, etc. 

Two very rare tokens which come to my mind and which should be at the top of the list are the 
1838 Male Slave Token (3 known) and the Schiller 1860 cent counterstamped X for 10 siege 
piece from a New Orleans saloon. 

Congratulations on the ANS event honoring you. 

My best to you and yours for the holiday season. Eric 
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Subj: RE: 100 Greatest: pricing 

Date: 12/19/2005 6:09:29 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

To: dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com, dsundman@littletoncoin.com, denlys@aol.com, 


diana. plattner@whitmanbooks.com, matt.heller@whitmanbooks.com 
CC: ericnumis@aol.com 


Dear Eric! 
Put your name in the cc line so you could find it! 


| need your advice. Among the 100 Greatest notes is the 1690 Mass. issue. As 
you know, these are dated Dec 10, 1690 and, per your text, February 4, 
1690/91. 


Questions: 


Is the Feb 4th issue really 1691? 

The Smithsonian, Stack's Ford cat, etc., say that just six of the Feb 4 
issues are known, all altered. Do you agree? 

As to the December 10, 1690 notes, how many are known today? Ballpark market 
price (for the book)? 

You said | could use any pics in your excellent book. Might you have a 
better pic of the December 10, 1690 note illustrated? | could copy out of 
the book, but an original print would be better. If it is in b&w, what is 

the correct color of the note--light brownish yellow? 

Eric, if you copy the above people, essentially those key to this book, that 
would be nice. 


All the best to you and Evelyn 


DAVE BOWERS 
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Subj: Re: 100 Greatest: pricing 

Date: 12/20/2005 4:08:08 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

CC: dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com, dsundman@littletoncoin.com, Denlys, 


diana. platner@whitmanbooks.commatt.heller@whitmanbooks.com 


Dear writers: Q. David Bowers asked me to write to you clarifying the dates of the 
Massachusetts colonial paper money issues of 1690 and 1691 for a new book you are 
preparing. | am glad to try to do so. 

In the 17th century the calendar year began on March 25 and ended on the following March 
24 in most areas. A later change had the calendar year begin on January 1 and end on the 
following December 31. This problem only existed between January 1 and March 24. 

Thus happy New Year to all of you. The first issue in Massachusetts was authorized 
December 10, 1690. | Know of only one example which | illustrated in my book. It is somewhat 
yellowed with age. | know of no alterations of the denomination of that issue. The next issue 
which was authorized was about two months later on February 4 which was then still 1690 but 
in the more modern year system was 1691. This situation is written in more modern times as 
1690/91 to show that the first date was the old fashioned year and the second date was the 
same year as known in more modern times. | do not know how many pieces exist of the 
1690/91 issue but all of them | know of are altered from the two shillings (to ten shillings) or 
from two shillings six pence (to twenty shillings). The text of the altered denominations fit 
approximately into the original engraved denominational text after that part of the original text 
was rubbed away. 

lf there are further questions please feel free to ask me. 

Eric to some of you and for a little while Eric P. Newman to the rest. 


Tuesday, December 20, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 








Subj: RE: 1690 Dec. 10 Note 
Date: 12/21/2005 3:46:57 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: dsundman@littletoncoin.com 
To: matt.heller@whitmanbooks.com, EricNumis@aol.com, qdbarchive@metrocast.net 
CC: dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com 
Hi Matt- 


Unless others have suggestions, | think this is as good attempt as is 
possible under the circumstances. | think it is more important to show this 
note, and it is nice of Eric to give us permission to copy his image. 


Note to QDB: Perhaps we can combine a visit to the American Antiquarian 
Society with a visit to the Essex Institute and get a scan of this note? 


Perhaps Eric or Anne Bentley could set up a visit? Then we'd have an image 
for a Second Edition? 


Regards, 
Dave 


David M. Sundman 
Littleton Coin Co., Inc. 
1309 Mt. Eustis Rd. 
Littleton, NH 03561-3735 


(603) 444-3524 
www.LittletonCoin.com 


-----Original Message----- 

From: Matt Heller [mailto:matt.heller@whitmanbooks.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2005 3:03 PM 

To: EricNumis@aol.com; dsundman@littletoncoin.com; Dave Bowers 
Cc: Dennis Tucker 

Subject: 1690 Dec. 10 Note 


Gentlemen, 


| have been working with image provided by Dave Bowers of the 1690 
Dec. 10 note, as scanned from Eric's book. Unfortunately, the image 
provided was a perfect rectangle, with the colorization covering the 
entire area (making the note look square, when it obviously is not). 

| have attempted to recreate the note in a more useable fashion, 
scanning it from Eric's book myself. 


| need you folks to review the image for two issues: 


(1) Color. The color provided by QDB seemed unnaturally orange to me, 
not the kind of cast you would expect from aged manila paper. | took 
the color of the Feb Note we had been using, compared it to the color 
supplied by QDB, took into account the statement from Eric that the 
note was "yellowed from age," and did my best to approximate an 
accurate color. Please let me know if | am close or not, and if not, 

what direction to go (more orange, less red, more yellow, etc.) 


(2) Shape. Unfortunately, in Eric's book the bottom left corner of 
the note has no clearly showing edge. | am thus uncertain of the 
correct shape of the note in that area. | did my best extrapolation 
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Subj: RE: 1690 Dec. 10 Note 








Date: 12/21/2005 2:28:56 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: qdbafchive@metrocast.net 

To: matt.heller@whitmanbooks.com, EricNumis@aol.com, dsundman@littletoncoin.com 
CG: dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com 


Matt, you did perfectly! Fly with it! 

| am not sure Diana got the revised text from last night, which replaces 
earlier text. Also, ask Dennis to send you the e-mail | sent a few minutes 
ago about some Mass silver exhibits on the first page of No. 3. 

DAVE B 
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and MacNeil's quarter. Future collectors and writers on 
these series will have to include this issue of Roger's 
books in their study - it is that important. 


| highly recommend Roger's book. The boxes around the 
quotations from the original documents is a little 
disconcerting and the index could be in larger type for 
these old eyes. Hey, that's all | could find to harp about. 


| have had correspondence with Roger over the years. | was 
proud to recommend he subscribe to E-Sylum (recorded in the 
first 2004 issue). He has contributed several insightful 

articles since. He's the caliber of the big guns we have 
reading and contributing to The E-Sylum. 


Merry Christmas to All you big guns from Dick Johnson." 


ANS HONORS Q. DAVID BOWERS 


>From the press release: “The American Numismatic Society - 
an organization that has been dedicated since 1858 to promoting 
the study of coins, medals, and other numismatic materials, 

and the preservation and dissemination of information related 

to this subject matter-will honor Q. David Bowers for his 

unique contributions in numismatic scholarship and in promoting 
coin collecting to a broad and growing audience. The Trustees 
of the Society, decided to present this special award, in 
recognition of the work that Mr. Bowers’ has done in the 

course of his more than 50 years in numismatics, at the 
Society's annual Gala Dinner, to be held January 12, 2006 

New York City. 


The gala, which will take place at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel 

in New York City during the week when the spectacular New York 
International Numismatic Convention brings into the city many 
notable coin collectors and dealers from across the nation 

and abroad. The event includes a reception, dinner and dancing, 
and an auction of collectible items. The highlight of the event 

will be the presentation of the special award to Mr. Bowers, 
whose authorship of over 40 books and literally thousands of 
articles on the history and collecting of coins, has served 

to increase awareness among the general public of numismatics, 
and to promote the greater understanding of the historical, 

social and economic contexts in which coinage in America has 
evolved. Major co-sponsors for the Gala Dinner are Whitman 
Publishing and American Numismatic Rarities, firms that have 
had close working relationships with Mr. Bowers during the 
course of his long career. 


Between 300 to 400 members and supporters the ANS are expected 
to attend the event, which is an important source of income 

that helps the Society to carry out its mission. ANS Director 

Dr. Ute Wartenberg Kagan stated, "We are deeply grateful for 

the support of our dinner co-sponsors. Along with all the 

numerous friends of the ANS--such as Bowers and Merena Auctions 
and Stack's Coins who are acting as reception and auction 
sponsors--and the firms and individuals who are donating various 
goods and services, or serving as program sponsors, they are 
essential to the success of this event." 
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Subj: Emailing: currency-MA-1690 paper money, first bill in colonies-Pageant 

Date: 12/31/2005 8:01:07 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

To: dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com, diana. plattner@whitmanbooks.com, ericnumis@aol.com, 


dsundman@littletoncoin.com 
HI! 


Just found this image (a sketch, presumably make from an actual note), which 
may mean that the American Antiquarian Society also has a Dec 10, 1689 note 
(No. 3 on our list). 


Eric, as you are a fellow of the AAS (as | am too, but only for a few 
years), do you know about this? | will send an e-mail to Georgia Barnhill 
tomorrow. | will then be away at FUN for all of next week. 

Dennis/Diana: 

This can mean a couple of things: 

lf you have sent the stuff for the book by electronic imaging to the printer 
in Canada, you can send them a makeover for No. 3 note, editing it to 
eliminate saying it is unique, put down 2 known, and tweak the text 
accordingly, mentioning that the two are at the Essex Institute (Salem, MA) 
and the American Antiquarian Society (Worcester, MA). 

| will not be reading any e-mails after 9 a.m. on Monday, until late 
Saturday night--so | will have to leave it up to you and Diana to run with 
this. 


Eric, if you have any comnment, can you copy all above? 


Happy New Year to one and all. 


DAVE BOWERS 


Sunday, January 01, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: 
Date: 


From: 


To: 


FW: New Hampshire Currency 

01/01/2006 1:32:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 

qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

ericnumis@aol.com, dsundman@littletoncoin.com, dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com, 
diana. plattner@whitmanbooks.com, matt.heller@whitmanbooks.com 


Copy of message just sent to AAS, with messages for some of you, too. 


-----Original Message----- 

From: Dave Bowers [mailto:qdbarchive@metrocast.net] 

Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 2:27 PM 

To: ‘Barnhill, Georgia B.'; ‘Dunlap, Ellen S.'; ‘Burkett, Nancy’; Wynn Bowers; Andy at ANR (andrewb@anrcoins.com) 
Subject: RE: New Hampshire Currency 


From Dave Bowers 


Dear Georgia! 


Dave Sundman and I will plan a visit to the AAS, as mentioned. I am leaving tomorrow a.m. for an 
auction we are conducting in Orlando, followed by a convention, and will be back on the night of the 
7th. I'll contact you when I get back, to arrange a visit at your convenience. Dave S and I will be staying 
overnight with my son Wynn in Shrewsbury. « I don’t know what the rules of engagement are at AAS, 
but I visit the Smithsonian, the NH Historical Society, and other places I bring a flat bed scanner so I 
can “tweak” the color images of notes. If this is permissible, Ill bring it along. When | return I'll send 
you copies of all images. 


My main reason for writing today (Happy New Year!) is that yesterday I came across the attached 
image, published in 1927. It indicates that the AAS has a 5-shilling note of 1690. So far as Eric P. 
Newman (friend of mine since my teenage years, a fellow the AAS) knows, the only one of these is in 
the Essex Institute. That one has a different serial number and different signature layout than does the 
one the AAS might have. 


Dave Sundman, I, and the Whitman Publishing Co. staff (Atlanta) finished on Friday the final work on 
the text, illustrations, etc., for a new book, The 100 Greatest American Currency Notes. Eric helped with 
note No. 3, the December 10, 1690 Massachusetts note, the first paper money issued in the Western 
World. We all thought the Essex example to be unique. Then, this. Attached below is my message sent 
yesterday about it: 


Message of December 31, 2005: 
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HI! 


Just found this image (a sketch, presumably make from an actual note), which may mean that the 
American Antiquarian Society also has a Dec 10, 1689 note (No. 3 on our list). 


Eric, as you are a fellow of the AAS (as I am too, but only for a few years), do you know about 
this? I will send an e-mail to Georgia Barnhill tomorrow. I will then be away at FUN for all of 
next week. 


Dennis/Diana: 
This can mean a couple of things: 


If you have sent the stuff for the book by electronic imaging to the printer in Canada, you can 
send them a makeover for No. 3 note, editing it to eliminate saying it is unique, put down 2 
known, and tweak the text accordingly, mentioning that the two are at the Essex Institute 
(Salem, MA) and the American Antiquarian Society (Worcester, MA). 


I will not be reading any e-mails after 9 a.m. on Monday, until late Saturday night--so I will 
have to leave it up to you and Diana to run with this. 


Eric, if you have any comnment, can you copy all above? 


Happy New Year to one and all. 


DAVE BOWERS 


Returning now to January 1, 2006: 


Eric just sent this: 


Dear David: 
| went mining in my “old" archives and found a photographic positive of the face of the 5 shilling 
Massachusetts 1690 bill. It is actual size and complete. It is marked Essex Institute. 


My records do not show that the Mass. Historical Society has one and | believe | would have 
been notified if they did. 


Is ia time to make a change in your text and image and if so please instruct me what to 
do’ Eric 


Some thoughts from me (QDB): 


Eric: If you could e-mail a nice resolution image to Whitman, attention Diana Plattner, this would be 
great. Alternatively, if you could FedEx for morning delivery to Whitman, I’ll reimburse: Address: 
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Diana Plattner, Whitman Publishing, LLC, 3101 Clairmont Road, Suite C, Atlanta, GA 30329. 


Georgia: Don’t know if the AAS is open tomorrow (Monday) or not. I will not be reading my e-mail 
after 9 a.m. tomorrow. If you could call me on my cell phone at 603-387-3989 (should be on, except 
when I am in flight Monday 12:30 to about 4), otherwise on all week, that would be ideal. If you have 
trouble with connections, my son Andrew is already in Orlando and can give me a message; leave a 
callback number. His cell phone is 603-387-5915. If you DO have such a note, Whitman will have to 
revise the text to say that there are two known. In the meantime a better image of the Essex note is on its 
way from Eric (see above). 


Dennis/Diana: I think you are up to date. Looks like we’ll be getting a better image from Eric. After I 
hear from Georgia B at the American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, MA, I'll call you. If they have a 
note, we need to tweak No. 3 to say that there are two known. Don’t think this will be much of a change. 
As mentioned in my earlier message, I hope there would be time for you to create a revised No. 3 and 
send it off to the printer. 


To all: I hope the preceding is not too wordy. I am trying to cover most/all possibilities! 


Happy New Year to one and all. 


DAVE BOWERS 
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Subj: Re: Emailing: currency-MA-1690 paper money, first bill in colonies-Pageant 


Date: 01/03/2006 8:39:38 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com 

Dear Dennis: 


| Emailed Dave that | found in my archives a full size photographic positive of the face of the 5 shilling Massachusetts 

note dated December 10, 1690. It is from the Essex Institute in Salem, Mass. He has never asked to use it though it is far better 
than the image in my book. He says he found a record from a 1927 source of a "sketch" of another 5 shilling note of the same 
date at the American Antiquarian Society. | have never heard of any such note and Dave did not disclose to me the source of 


his data. It is up to you to make the determination of what to do. Eric 


Tuesday, January 03, 2006 America Online: Guest 
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Subj: Re: Dave Bowers 

Date: 01/03/2006 9:30:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: david.crenshaw@whitmanbooks.com 

Dear David: 


| have found a picture of Dave Bowers on the EMPIRE TOPICS Issue No. 1, May - June 1958. This is his first literary 
publication | believe. It describes his summer 1957 auction with Jim Ruddy. If you do not have the publication in your pictures or 


wish to project the whole small page in your video | can Email it. 

| just finished writing the poem | mentioned to you. If you wish to use it in the video it will hopefully get a laugh or so. | do not 
Know what is the nature of the video other than pictures. If you do not use it | will ask Chris to read it. If your editor wishes to 
suggest improvements to it please have her do it whether you use it or Chris uses it. | look forward to reading the 


suggestions. All is to be kept secret from Dave. Eric 


A TRIBUTE to Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Quentin D. Bowers was his original name 
But Q. David Bowers is the name it became. 


Dave is the author of a library - not just some books; 
When doing research, in his own books he looks. 


His prolific writings belong on one's shelf: 
In their many footnotes he cites himself. 


ad 
eA picture may be worth a thousand words, .. 
_ Then the riumber of-His pictures would begiitre absurd. 
UWA: Pelee oe 
He wrote ‘a huge book on gold for the coffee table; 
It's weight caused that furniture to become unstable. 


After Bowers and Merena developed auction fame; 
Some think it's a shame that he peddled that name. 


Dave is a true American numismatic rarity, you see; 
Thus he works for American Numismatic Rarities, LLC. 


As a numismatic friend and colleague for more than 50 years 
| am proud to join you in giving him cheers. 


Eric P. Newman January 16, 2006 


Monday, January 09, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Re: Dave Bowers 

Date: 01/03/2006 9:30:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: david.crenshaw@whitmanbooks.com 

Dear David: 


| have found a picture of Dave Bowers on the EMPIRE TOPICS Issue No. 1, May - June 1958. This is his first literary — 
publication | believe. It describes his summer 1957 auction with Jim Ruddy. If you do not have the publication in your pictures or 


wish to project the whole small page in your video | can Email it. 

| just finished writing the poem | mentioned to you. If you wish to use it in the video it will hopefully get a laugh or so. | do not 
know what is the nature of the video other than pictures. If you do not use it | will ask Chris to read it. If your editor wishes to 
suggest improvements to it please have her do it whether you use it or Chris uses it. | look forward to reading the 


suggestions. All is to be kept secret from Dave. Eric 


A TRIBUTE to Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Quentin D. Bowers was his original name 
But Q. David Bowers is the name it became. 


Dave is the author of a library - not just some books; 
When doing research, in his own books he looks. 


His prolific writings belong on one's shelf; 
In their many footnotes he cites himself. 


A picture may be worth a thousand words, 
Then the number of his pictures would become absurd. 


He wrote a huge book on gold for the coffee table; 
It's weight caused that furniture to become unstable. 


After Bowers and Merena developed auction fame; 
Some think it's a shame that he peddled that name. 


Dave is a true American numismatic rarity, you see; 
Thus he works for American Numismatic Rarities, LLC. 


As a numismatic friend and colleague for more than 50 years 
| am proud to join you in giving him cheers. 


Eric P. Newman January 16, 2006 
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Subj: Re: Dave Bowers 

Date: 01/03/2006 9:30:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: david.crenshaw@whitmanbooks.com 

Dear David: 


| have found a picture of Dave Bowers on the EMPIRE TOPICS Issue No. 1, May - June 1958. This is his first literary 
publication | believe. It describes his summer 1957 auction with Jim Ruddy. If you do not have the publication in your pictures or 


wish to project the whole small page in your video | can Email it. 

| just finished writing the poem | mentioned to you. If you wish to use it in the video it will hopefully get a laugh or so. | do not 
know what is the nature of the video other than pictures. If you do not use it | will ask Chris to read it. If your editor wishes to 
Suggest improvements to it please have her do it whether you use it or Chris uses it. | look forward to reading the 


Suggestions. All is to be kept secret from Dave. Eric 


A TRIBUTE to Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Quentin D. Bowers was his original name 
But Q. David Bowers is the name it became. 


Dave is the author of a library - not just some books; 
When doing research, in his own books he looks. 


His prolific writings belong on one's shelf; 
In their many footnotes he cites himself. 


A picture may be worth a thousand words, 
Then the number of his pictures would become absurd. 


He wrote a huge book on gold for the coffee table; 
It's weight caused that furniture to become unstable. 


After Bowers and Merena developed auction fame; 
Some think it's a shame that he peddled that name. 


Dave is a true American numismatic rarity, you see; 
Thus he works for American Numismatic Rarities, LLC. 


As a numismatic friend and colleague for more than 50 years 
| am proud to join you in giving him cheers. 


ts 
Eric P. Newman January 16, 2006 
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Subj: RE: Emailing: currency-MA-1690 paper money, first bill in colonies-Pageant 
Date: 01/04/2006 2:03:36 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: diana. plattner@whitmanbooks.com 


Hello! Here's a quick update from Dave: he heard back from Georgia at the American Antiquarian Society; she informs him that 
they do NOT have such a note, and no record of such a note. 


Seems like a false alarm -- "a non-event," as Dave put it -- so we won't be making a change in the book. 


Best wishes, 


-- Dennis 


Dennis Tucker, Publisher 
Whitman Publishing, LLC 
3101 Clairmont Road, Suite G 
Atlanta GA 30329 
Phone: 404-235-5348 
Fax: 404-214-4390 
dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com 


— Original Message----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 9:40 PM 

To: Tucker, Dennis 

Subject: Re: Emailing: currency-MA-1690 paper money, first bill in colonies-Pageant 


Dear Dennis: 

| Emailed Dave that | found in my archives a full size photographic positive of the face of the 5 shilling Massachusetts 
note dated December 10, 1690. It is from the Essex Institute in Salem, Mass. He has never asked to use it though it is far 
better than the image in my book. He says he found a record from a 1927 source of a "sketch" of another 5 shilling note 
of the same date at the American Antiquarian Society. | have never heard of any such note and Dave did not disclose to 
me the source of his data. It is up to you to make the determination of what to do. Eric 
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Subj: RE: (no subject) 

Date: 01/09/2006 8:37:26 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: Chrisk@anrcoins.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Thanks, Eric, I'll let you know if we can't locate one. 


-----Original Message----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Mon 1/9/2006 9:11 PM 

To: Chris Karstedt 

Cc: 

Subject: (no subject) 


Dear Chris: 

Your request for the early picture of Dave caused me to go to the basement where | located Issue No. 1 of Empire Topics dated 
May - June 1958 which | believe is the earliest publication of Dave unless you count an auction sale in the summer of 1957 as a 
publication. | have no copy of the auction so | do not know if it was typewritten or what. The first Empire Topics has a picture of 
Dave as well as one of Jim Ruddy. | presume that you or Whitman may have such an item available but if not | think it would be 
cute to show the full first page of this publication on a slide or use it somehow. Maybe it is in the video already. Let me know what 
you may want me to do about it if anything. 

Eric 
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Subj: _RE: My poem 

Date: 01/09/2006 3:49:29 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: Chrisk@anrcoins.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Shall do! 


aie Original Message----- 
From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 


Sent: Monday, January 09, 2006 4:02 PM 
To: Chris Karstedt 
Subject: My poem 


Dear Chris: 
lt was a pleasure talking to you today. 


Please suggest improvements to my ditty as | already want to change a couplet. 


Please replace the fourth couplet with: 
"If a picture is worth a thousand words 
Then his quantity of pictures would be absurd.” 


My best to you. Eric 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 01/15/2006 1:28:07 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: chrisk@anrcoins.com 


Dear Chris: 
Thank you for reading my ditty at the Bowers affair. You apparently presented it with clarity 


and charm because | heard from a friend that he was amused. __ Eric 
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Subj: Dave Bowers Event Poem 

Date: 01/15/2006 1:13:11 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: BDeisher@CoinWorld.com 

Dear Beth: 


If you are going to publicize theeAm ican Numismatic Society recent event at the Waldorf - 
Astoria Hotel honoring Q.'Dayvid Bowers you‘rfight wish to include my "comic" poem which 
was read for me there by Chris Karstadt. | will send-you the text if you need it. 

You might have been there-or had a representative there. | commented on things 
that some people might have felt squeemish about saying. 


My best. Eric ee se Che 
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Subj: RE: Dave Bowers Event Poem 

Date: 01/16/2006 12:51:50 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: bdeisher@coinworld.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Thanks. Will make the correction. 


Didn't receive in time for this week's issue, but | plan a follow-up for next week and hope to 
include your poem in it. 


Also, thanks for the back issues of CW received before | left for NYC last week. 


Beth 

-----Original Message----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2006 1:41 PM 

To: bdeisher@coinworid.com 

Subject: Re: Dave Bowers Event Poem 


Dear Beth: 
In my haste to give you the text of my poem | made a slight omission which you might be able 


to correct. 
After the words "huge book" put "on gold". 
Eric 
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Subj: Re: Dave Bowers Event Poem 


Date: 01/16/2006 10:58:44 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: bdeisher@coinworld.com 

Dear Beth: 


Here is the poem. If it is not in time then you can use it next week if you want. 
A TRIBUTE TO Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Quentin D. Bowers was his original name 
But Q. David Bowers was the name it became. 


Dave is the author of a library - not just some books. 
When doing research, in his own books he looks. 


His prolific writings belong on one's shelf - In their many footnotes he 
cites himself. 


lf a picture is worth a thousand words 
Then his quantity of pictures would be absurd. 


Orr 
He wrote a huge book for the coffee table; 
Its weight caused that furniture to become unstable. 


After Bowers and Merena developed auction fame, 
some think it's a shame he sold that name. 


Dave is an American numismatic rarity, you see, 
Thus he works for American Numismatic Rarities LLC 


As a numismatic friend and colleague for over 50 years 
! am proud to join you in giving him cheers. 


Eric P. Newman January 12, 2006 
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premier vare coin auctions 


January 17, 2006 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
Dear Eric, 
Thank you so much for the nice poem that you sent for the Gala on Thursday night. This 
was incorporated as the lead item in a multi-media presentation created by Whitman and given 


on a large screen on one side of the room. 


Ever since I was a teenager you have been an inspiration as to excellence in numismatics. 
Thank you for all you have done and for what you continue to do. 


I am very honored to be your friend. 


Sincerely, 


Q. Davidfowers 


QDB/sn 


ee 
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Subj: RE: Army of the James Medal 

Date: 01/17/2006 8:29:23 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net . 

To: abentley@masshist.org, dsundman@littletoncoin.com, ericnumis@aol.com 
Dear Anne! 
This is beyond wonderful. Thanks! 


Dave Bowers 


Will copy Eric P. Newman, who will get a copy of any image Dave Sundman and | can make. 











From: Anne Bentley [mailto:abentley@masshist. ot 
Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2006 9:25 AM 

To: Dave Bowers 

Subject: RE: Army of the naaies Medal 


Hi Dave -- 


l'm planning to attend your talk -- hope to have new hearing aids to really hear it by then! 


The Essex Institute has been absorbed into the Peabody-Essex Museum. They no longer keep regular library hours so check the 
website for information on getting an appointment. | have a PEM curator stopping by this afternoon, so I'll check in with her about 
the names of anyone you'll need to contact. If that doesn't work, | know one of the trustees, so we'll get you in somehow. 


Cheers 


Anne 


-----Original Message----- 

From: Dave Bowers [mailto:qdbarchive@metrocast.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2006 9:21 AM 

To: Anne Bentley; ‘Katie J.'; ‘Kay Freeman’; John Ferreri; John W. Adams 
Subject: RE: Army of the James Medal 


Dear Anne! 


Dave Bowers here. The combined meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society and the New England Currency Club to be 
held on April 10th (same place where you regaled everyone last year!) is shaping up nicely, program-wise. Dave Sundman 
and | will jointly present a program, each of us doing some of both parts—a double bill: Early Coins of Massachusetts, with 
Specimens on View,” and “Creating the 100 Greatest American Currency Notes Book—challenges, surprises, etc.” | sent 
John Ferreri better titles the other day, but the above is the essence. 


Of course, you are cordially invited to bring a Massachusetts item or two for show and tell! 


If we have a pre-meeting dinner, as we did last year, you are most welcome (again as last year). No firm plans yet. 
Question: If Dave Sundman and | were to make a trip to the Essex Institute in Salem, might you contact the person(s) in 
charge there to see if we could scan their December 10, 1690 note? 

All good wishes, 

DAVE B 





From: Anne cities rmailto: sentiment org] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2006 9:06 AM 
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To: Katie J.; Kay Freeman; Q. David Bowers 
Subject: RE: Army of the James Medal 


Hi Katie - 


Let me recheck Butler's Book ... | believe he mentioned Tiffany's, so will get his discription and history copied to send for 
your records. Our medal has both oak leaf bar attached to ribbon and talon hanger. | have my digital camera in today, so 
will shoot a couple JPEGs and send them tomorrow. 


Best wishes, 


Anne 


From: Katie J. [mailto:katrinka@evenlink.com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 14, 2006 9:38 AM 

To: Kay Freeman; Anne Bentley; Q. David Bowers 
Subject: Re: Army of the James Medal 


Hi Anne Bentley (and Kay Freeman): 


I am Katie Jaeger, Dave Bowers' coauthor on the 100 greatest medals and tokens project. I'm 
readying our list of some 200 nominees to send out for voting, and am writing a short description of 
each piece. I have a question on the Army of the James medal you nominated, Anne. You said it 
was produced by Tiffany. Whenever I have a question on Tiffany, I go to my friend Kay who has 
done Tiffany history for many years, as the researcher for all of John Lorimg’s books. She quick!) 
determined that it was designed and engraved by Mint engraver Anthony C. Paquet. I went to Bob 
Julian's Medals of the U.S. Mint, and there it was, numbered MI-30. Here is Julian's description: 
Obverse: FERRO HS LIBERTAS PERVENIE: [FREED WiLL UUNib it? in 
SWORD] ona scroll above scene of two Soldiers charging a © ‘onfederate bastion to the right, U.S. 
mim. Cagraver: Anthony C. Paquct Mctal: sits Cr, og eR CEN | 
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Subj: RE: (no subject) 

Date: 01/21/2006 4:48:19 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi! 


Interesting. One of our forebears may have been a madam in Decatur, Illinois—Hattie Mumaugh. She was arrested several 
times, jailed, helped the poor, was liked by everyone but the churchmen, etc., etc. One of my cousins is trying to find out 
more—this was in the 1880s. She may have been a non-related other wife of a predecessor. If we can identify her as being kith 
and kin, at our next family reunion (the last one was in 2004) we'll give a toast to her! 


As to other criminal activities, | once tore the label off of a mattress. 


Dave B 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 21, 2006 4:32 PM 

To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

Subject: Re: (no subject) 


Dear Dave: 
Thank you for the review of the situation in 1905. That was only 6 years before | was born but | 
grew up under many of these circumstances. 
| noticed one thing that is almost unchanged. The world price of sugar is now about 5 cents a 
pound. Isn't that a sweet thought? 
It is now used to make ethanol in Brazil. 
My mother was the first woman driver to be arrested for speeding in St. Louis in 1906 and was 
accused of driving 21 miles an hour. She was acquitted on the ground that she had three 
passengers in her two cylinder Rambler and that she couldn't get up and over a steep hill in 
the park without gaining enough momentum by going slightly over the speed limit going down 
the hill before the steep one. Does your family have a criminal record ? 

Eric 


Saturday, January 21, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: (no subject) 

Date: 01/21/2006 8:41:15 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

7-0: EricNumis@aol.com 


My gosh! Here | thought it was the “desert” period, as in “deserted”—when everybody left. However, it stands to reason that if 
everyone left, no money could be raised. 


Besides, the Camel's soup and SANDwich fit in nicely—obviously it was an Arab setting, with lots of oil money around, and that 
is why lots of money flowed. 


q 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 21, 2006 6:08 PM 

To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

Subject: Re: (no subject) 


Dear Dave: 
In the ANS newsletter covering your gala in New York it is reported that an enormous amount 


of money was raised during the "desert" period. 
That made me think that the Waldorf probably served "Camel's" soup and a "sand" wich for 


dinner. 
Eric 
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Subj: RE: (no subject) 

Date: 01/21/2006 8:44:37 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

AS EricNumis@aol.com 


In revisiting this question, | may have answered incorrectly, mistaking the thrust of “criminal record.” But of course, you were 
referring to recordings such as Folsom Prison Blues. The answer is that | do not have a criminal record, but | do have a CD. 


Sorry for the error. 


q 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 21, 2006 4:32 PM 

To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

Subject: Re: (no subject) 


Dear Dave: 
Thank you for the review of the situation in 1905. That was only 6 years before | was born but | 
grew up under many of these circumstances. 
| noticed one thing that is almost unchanged. The world price of sugar is now about 5 cents a 
pound. Isn't that a sweet thought? 
It is now used to make ethanol in Brazil. 
My mother was the first woman driver to be arrested for speeding in St. Louis in 1906 and was 
accused of driving 21 miles an hour. She was acquitted on the ground that she had three 
passengers in her two cylinder Rambler and that she couldn't get up and over a steep hill in 
the park without gaining enough momentum by going slightly over the speed limit going down 
the hill before the steep one. Does your family have a criminal record ? 

EAC 
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Subj: The E-Sylum v9#04, January 22, 2006 

Date: 01/23/2006 12:54:50 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: esylum@binhost.com 

Reply-to: © whomren@coinlibrary.com 

To: esylum@binhost.com 


Welcome to The E-Sylum: Volume 9, Number 04, January 22, 2006: 
an electronic publication of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society. 
Copyright (c) 2006, The Numismatic Bibliomania Society. 


WAYNE'S WORDS 


Among our recent subscribers is Chuck Armstrong. 

Welcome aboard! We now have 851 subscribers. No time for 
comments this week, but | think everyone will find something of 
interest in this issue. Enjoy! 


Wayne Homren 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


\ 


OBITUARY: PHILIP GRIERSON 1910-2006 


Paul Withers writes: “There is sad news, Professor Philip 

Grierson died on Sunday afternoon." Paul Forwarded the 

following note. Mark Blackburn writes "that Philip suffered 

a heart attack while eating his lunch in the dining room at 
Cottenham Court, the nursing home where he had being staying, 
and probably died instantaneously. He was taken to Addenbrookes 
Hospital by ambulance, and pronounced dead shortly after his 
arrival there at 1.40pm. 


\ 
Although he had been deteriorating physically in recent weeks 
(he found it a struggle to walk even along the corridor), 
he was reasonably content‘and peaceful staying in the nursing 
home. The staff, who are extremely friendly, liked him and 
he appreciated all they did for him. He was_still hoping to 
return to College, but recognised\that he needed to gather 
more strength. 





As his sister Janet (aged 93) said this evening, this is 
as he would have wished it, to go before,he had to endure 
too much pain and suffering. 


The last that we saw of him was a few months\back, when 
he was still bright and sprightly, Supervising theNatest 
volumes of Medieval European Coinage that are tn course of 
preparation. He was a remarkable man and was work! 
undiminished almost to the yery end." 


The Guardian published/an obituary on January 18: \ 
"Professor Philip Grierson, who has died aged 95, was \ 
that very rare combination - a world-class collector and 

a world-class scholar of coins. With his death, the 

Fitzwilliam Museum has lost one of its leading benefactors 
and Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, has lost one of 
the last surviving ornaments of the great and dying tradition 
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Kavath Ratnatunga writes: "I knew this was coming but 
didn't pete it was online. | didn't find it referenced 
at coinbooks.org so | am submitting it." 


We have discussed this, but Kavan forwarded the project's 
vision statement, which I'm not sure we've touched on. 
-Editor] \ 


[Kavan is referring to the Google book search mere 


\ / 
‘ / 

"In May 1961, JFK said that he was going to puta man 
on the moon. The idea‘was unthinkable at the ti 

within the decade, the g was achieved. 





Google Book Search (book google. com) is our man on the 
moon initiative. We see a world where all/oooks are online 
and searchable*. How exactly will this be’ done? How long 
exactly will it take? We aren't sure, but we're committed 

to making it happen." X/ 


rp ot roe omar ision.html 
http://books. google.com/int/en/g oglebeoks/help.html " 


TWO COIN COLLECTORS WALK INTO A BAR 


Dick Johnson writes: "Two/coin collectors walk into a bar. 
The first orders a beer. gs second orders a "Saint-Gaudens." 


"I’ve been tending oe twenty years, fella," said.the 
bartender, "I’ve never heard of a ‘Saint Gaudens.’ 

i 
is it’ ) 
"It's my favarite Aes a gold coin. It’s not like the 
coins today," said the second coin collector. "It’s a 
true coin!" / 


i. 
"You meant Cointreau?" asked the bartender. 





/ 
"Thats it,” said the coin collector. "Pour me a 
double eagle.” 

( 


A TRIBUTE TO Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Eric Newman writes: "| wrote a poem which was read at the 
Q. David Bowers tribute dinner given by the American 
Numismatic Society at the Waldorf - Astoria Hotel in New 
York City on January 12, 2006. It was read at the event by 
Christine Karstadt at my request. The poem has much 
numismatic literary content and so you might wish to 
publish it. 


Quentin D. Bowers was his original name 
But Q. David Bowers was the name it became. 


Dave is the author of a library - not just some books. 
When doing research, in his own books he looks. 


His prolific writings belong on one's shelf - 
In their many footnotes he cites himself. 
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If a picture is worth a thousand words 
Then his quantity of pictures would be absurd. 


He wrote a huge book on gold for the coffee table; 
Its weight caused that furniture to become unstable. 


After Bowers and Merena developed auction fame, 
Some think it's a shame he sold that name. 


Dave is an American numismatic rarity, you see, 
Thus he works for American Numismatic Rarities LLC 


As a numismatic friend and colleague for over 50 years 
| am proud to join you in giving him cheers." 


FEATURED WEB PAGE: 


This week's featured web page is The Eagle on Coins, 
An online ‘exhibit of the Fitzwilliam Museum: 


http://www. fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/coins/virtual_eagles/ 


Wayne Homren — 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


The Numismatic Bibliomania Society is a non-profit organization 
promoting numismatic literature. For more information please 


see our web site at \ 
http:/Awww.coinbooks.org/. 


There is a membership application available on the web site 
at this address: : F 
http://www.coinbooks.org/club_nbs \nember_app.htm! 

q 


To join, print the application and return\t with your check 

to the address printed on the application\ Membership is only 
$15 to addresses in the U.S., $20 elsewhere. For those without 
web access, write to: / 


David M. Sundman, Secretary/T reasuret 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society, | 
P. O. Box 82 Littleton, NH 03561 / \ 





For Asylum mailing address changes and other hank 
questions, contact David at this email address: 
dsundman@LittletonCoin.com. 


To submit items for publication in The E-Sylum, just 
Reply to this message, or write to the Editor at this 
address: whomren@coinlibrary.com 


Those wishing to become new E-Sylum subscribers 
(or wishing to Unsubscribe) can go to the following web page: 
https://my.binhost.comi/lists/listinfo/esylum 


All past E-Sylum issues are archived on the NBS web site at this address: 
http:/Awww.coinbooks.org/club_nbs_esylum_archive. html 
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Association news &notes continued 
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MEMBER RECOGNITION 


Bowers Hailed for 
Unique Contributions 


Society honors ANA past president for his efforts 
to promote the numismatic hobby. 


| [NEW YORK] The American Numismatic Society (ANS) held 
| its annual gala on January 12 at New York City’s Waldorf Asto- 
ria Hotel. Established in 1858 to promote 
the study and preservation of numis- 
matic material, the ANS officially opened 
its new headquarters in June 2004: at 
96 Fulton Street in lower Manhattan. 
Guest of honor at the gala, held during 
the New York International Numismatic 
Convention, was former ANA President 
Q. David Bowers. Author of more than 
40 books and thousands of articles on 
the history and lore of coins, Bowers has 
received the ANAs highest accolades, among them the Farran 
Zerbe Memorial Award for Distinguished Service, Numisma- 





Bowers 


tist of the Year and induction in the Numismatic Hall of Fame. 


Today, he serves as numismatic director of American Numis- 


Quentin D. Bowers was his original name, 
But Q. David Bowers was the name it became. 


Dave is the author of a library—not just some books, 
When doing research, in his own books he looks. 


His prolific writings belong on one’s shelf— 
In their many footnotes he cites himself. 


Ifa picture is worth a thousand words, 
Then his quantity of pictures would be absurd. 


He wrote a huge book on gold for the coffee table, 
Its weight caused that furniture to become unstable. 


After Bowers and Merena developed auction fame, 
Some think it’s a shame he sold that name. 


Dave is an American numismatic rarity, you see, 
Thus, he works for American Numismatic Rarities, LLC. 


As a numismatic friend and colleague for over 50 years, 
I’m proud to join you in giving him cheers. —EPN 


matic Rarities in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire. 

The ANS recognized Bowers for his more than 50 years in 
numismatics and untiring efforts to promote greater under- 
standing of our nation’s coinage and its place in American 
history, society and culture. As a tribute to his many accom- 
plishments, ANA life member and fellow Hall of Famer 
Eric P. Newman penned the poem above. 
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SHH): RRe(rNAi Beaty Meeting: Saturday, March 4, 2006 
Datate: =o D/P DINNHNG:44 9 © MMC Odnaicd Gratatard imme 
Freie: q dtintinne® metrocast.net 

Tdo: Einaec@s@uishatics.org 


HDear Joanne: 

ine ean BY A NGRGARA RT IR been a madam in Decatur, Illinois—Hattie Mumaugh. She was arrested several 

mdcconbwns iesnevie raimen/mekentec mecanueuaUadarearey aces aareite ee 
: : = ‘ " 

ao -in(eyeh TeABBBED tRaO)e rved “Sand” wiches or sores Soup. ee ee ee 

As to Lam aspelbatunis. | once feréche label off of a mattress. 


Dave B 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 21, 2006 4:32 PM 

To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

Subject: Re: (no subject) 


Dear Dave: 
Thank you for the review of the situation in 1905. That was only 6 years before | was born but | 
grew up under many of these circumstances. 
| noticed one thing that is almost unchanged. The world price of sugar is now about 5 cents a 
pound. Isn't that a sweet thought? 
It is now used to make ethanol in Brazil. 
My mother was the first woman driver to be arrested for speeding in St. Louis in 1906 and was 
accused of driving 21 miles an hour. She was acquitted on the ground that she had three 
passengers in her two cylinder Rambler and that she couldn't get up and over a steep hill in 
the park without gaining enough momentum by going slightly over the speed limit going down 
the hill before the steep one. Does your family have a criminal record ? 

Eric 


Raturtiay January Al QO Anetiea Give HereNHs 
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Subj: RE: Preface or introduction Ws 

Date: 04/08/2006 4:04:36 P.M. Central Daylight Time ee () 
From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net | \o 
To: EricNumis@aol.com & \ th 


—* 


Oh my gosh! What an honor. Right next to having George Washington ask for 
helping draft the Farewell Address or A.L. in Gettysburg! 


Will do, and then you can tweak, discard, add to, finesse, etc. 


Thanks, 

DAVE B 

Original Message: 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

Date: Sat, 8 Apr 2006 15:03:09 EDT 

To: Q(DBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 
Subject: Preface or introduction 


Dear Dave: 

You asked me to write some kind of a preface, forward or introduction to 
your book on bank notes. | do not want to turn you down because of my 
present 

work on my museum and my overload in research and writing. Your book is a 
comprehensive study which has never been tackled before... many small 
pieces, the 

Wismer state project, the Haxby listing but never an overall comprehensive 


study. | have 

a 

compromise suggestion for my part. 

Will you and one of your team write it for me? | will try to furnish the 

ideas and will edit it at the end. That would save me tons of time. 

My initial content point would be that no country has ever been put ina 
position to have almost 10,000 different types of circulating notes at the 
same 

time and creating so confusing a situation as to require several 350 page 
bank note reporters and endless quantities of counterfeit detecting and 
valuation publications to help the public handle the money. This was 
caused by the 

unclarified language in the Constitution about the Federal right to issue 
paper 

money. The Constitution denied the right of the States to emit bills of 
credit and empowered the Federal government to coin money but they ail 
knew well 

that the Bank of North America was part owned by the Federal government 
and 

was chartered to and was issuing paper money. Pennsylvania was against the 
federal issue of paper money but no one knows to this day how Franklin 
voted. 

Many think Franklin left it in a mess on purpose in order to get the 
Constitution approved. 

This mess resulted in the flowering of the engraving arts, the expansion 
and 

stimulation of the US economy, the mushrooming of fraud, counterfeiting 
and 

alteration, endless litigation and finally the issuance of National Bank 
notes as federal money and then the conversion into the Federal Reserve 
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System. 

All of this being caused by the worthlessness of the Continental Currency 

and 

State Issues which financed much of the cost of the highly successful 
American Revolution and we paid back all the loans of foreign governments 
who helped 

in the Revolution. 

More thoughts would be forthcoming if you can simplify the preparation of 

the forward you asked me to prepare. You have helpers and now | need them 
to 


help you on what will be a sensational book. My part can be whatever 
length 

would be appropriate. 

Get well Eric 





— 





mail2web - Check your email from the web at 
http://mail2web.com . 
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Subj: (no subject) 
Date: 04/10/2006 11:11:57 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: susann@anrcoins.com 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 
CC: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 
MEMO 


TO: Eric P. Newman 


Dear Eric, 


I am dictating this on Sunday night and will have my secretary, Susan Novak, e-mail it to you in the morning. | 
will also have her send you an e-mail of my Coin World column, which explains a little bit about what I am doing— 
traveling despite circumstances, but I don’t want to disappoint what seems to be a club meeting that, according to 
reservations, will be standing room only. 

On this tape I am going to dictate some ideas for a foreword, and I’ll ask Susan to send them along to you. 
When I get back I will see them myself, as Susan will be e-mail to me as well. I hesitate to say much about myself, any 
more than you would want to say a lot about yourself. Accordingly, perhaps that part you could season to taste, so to 
speak. Unfortunately your excellent e-mail that gave me ideas was sent by me to the storage on my main computer 
upstairs, without my realizing that this deleted it from downstairs. So, I can’t access it! I do remember some of the 
thoughts, and will try to incorporate them here. Please review your e-mail and fill in spaces, plus embellish as much as 
you would wish. Remember, these are simply draft ideas dictated late on Sunday night, perhaps not logically and 
perhaps deserving of discard. Whatever you do is fine. 

Ideas for Foreword: 

For longer than I can remember—actually it was back in the 1930s when I was getting my education—I have 
been fascinated by American paper money. As the years went on, my interest grew, soon changing into serious 
research. While I was familiar with early American and federal coins, I was not prepared for the vast arena of paper 
money. Soon I learned that what was everyone’s knowledge, from popular reference texts, actually represented 
relatively no new scholarship, but simply a redoing of earlier works, some no improvement on Joseph B. Felt’s 1839 
text, XX XX. Seeking to learn more, I visited and consulted museums and archives, while at the same time building my 
own collection of paper money. Along the way I made many interesting discoveries concerning colonial and 
Continental currency in particular, leading to many articles published in The Numismatist and to a reference book on 
the subject, Early Paper Money of America, now in its fourth edition, heading for the fifth. It is the standard work on 
the subject, but I will be the first to say that there are still many mysteries. 

Now comes Dave Bowers with his study in the next section of American paper money after the colonial and 
early era, although the two overlap: Paper Money of United States Banks 1782 to 1866. Probably nowhere else in the 
world is there such a vast panorama of opportunities—what with more than 3,000 banks that issued paper money 
during this period, nearly all with multiple varieties, creating in the aggregate tens of thousands of different bills! The 
field is so vast that a number of fine studies have been undertaken simply to address the currency of a particular state, 
perhaps no better epitomized than by the recent work by Wendell Wolka, A History of 19th Century Ohio Obsolete 
Bank Notes and Scrips, published in 2004, and comprising 1,041 pages! As to the weight, I haven’t checked, but 
nese ten to fifteen pounds would be a good guess. And this is for just one state, not even the state that issued the 
most Dilis. 

With such studies on my shelf, plus several dozen others relating to specific states and specialties, plus even 
more about the history of banks and paper money, there is, or was one thing missing: a comprehensive overview of 
paper money in one volume—how it was conceived, designed, produced, and spent, and the American economy in 
which it played such a part. Now my long time friend Dave Bowers (in the 1950s we were both founders of the 
Rittenhouse Society, and we have been in constant touch since that time) has filled the gap. With his book at one hand 
and any specialized book in the other, the big picture can be easily learned. Dave has spent many years in his own 
research, exploring long forgotten books, newspapers, and other sources, to use as much as possible original source 
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material, rather than paraphrasing modern works. He quickly discovered that with regard to paper money on the 
American scene, even the most accomplished writers in economy and finance knew very little about how currency was 
created or issued, and how banks were operated and regulated. For example, it is conventional wisdom that for a bank 
to be officially in business it must have a state charter, as each state issued such privileges. However, as the book 
relates, there are many banks, including some of those that later became the largest in the country, which for political or 
other reasons could not obtain a charter, but bravely went into business anyway. It is clear that these banks were indeed 
legitimate in their own time. 

Still other banks were official in the sense that they did receive a state charter, but the arrangement was made by 
criminals who simply used the charter as a reason for distributing large amounts of paper money, unreported, but 
yielding great profits to the perpetrators. 

While today we see paper money in everyday use, and it is well respected for what it does (silver and gold coins 
have been absent for a long time), in the era of Dave Bowers’ study, 1782 to 1866, this was not always the case. In 
some eras paper money was ubiquitous, with scarcely any coins in sight—such as during the Panic of 1837, when coins 
were hoarded. In other times, paper money was scarce, restricting the operations of commerce. As currency was issued 
by banks owned by private stockholders, and there were so many possibilities, the scenario runs from bank officers 
whose actions bordered on the improbable or even fantastic, to solid institutions that year by year earned a fine profit 
for their stockholders. Dave explores several of these in detail, giving a “you are there” feeling when you read the 
book. You will even be able to, in effect, sit at the cashier’s desk at a particular bank that opened in 1850 and continued 
in business to 1865, in the meantime trying to carve a niche in its community and also to distribute as many of its bills 
as possible, hoping they wouldn’t come back to redeemed in coins. 

There was no federal bank during this era, but, as the text points out, this did not prevent sharp business people 
from setting up in Washington, D.C., such institutions named the National Bank, the Congressional Bank, the 
Government Bank, and the Bank of the United States, among others! Actually there were three institutions named Bank 
of the United States that had some claim to legitimacy, and the author covers these in detail. The first Bank of the 
United States operated from 1791 through 1811, with the blessings of Congress, but with private stockholders, the 
government owning a minority share. The second Bank of the United States was larger and had a somewhat similar 
arrangement, with the government taking a small share. For reasons outlined in the book, President Andrew Jackson 
became involved in a big fight with advocates of the second Bank of the United States, took an adversary position early 
in his presidency, and noticed in 1830 that Congress was set to renew the charter of the bank in 1836. He did 
everything he could do to stop this, bringing the matter to the attention of Congress early, in 1832, so it could be voted 
upon. Legislation was passed by both houses, at which time Jackson vetoed it, to the surprise of many, as he was up for 
reelection that year. The nation divided into pro-Jackson and anti-Jackson factions, and the Jacksonites won again. The 
story of the spiral downward of the bank, and Jackson removing federal deposits and putting them in his “pet banks” is 
well told, as is the story of the third Bank of the United States, the last being not federal at all, but keeping the same 
name under a new Pennsylvania charter. This had its ups and downs during the Panic of 1837 and afterward, and 
finally collapsed. 

While currency and banking can be thought of as a technical subject laden with facts and figures, the author 
reveals that it can be exciting and adventurous as well. You may be spellbound as you read about the great raid by 
Confederate troops on a tiny town in Vermont in 1864, when they took over the place, robbed three banks, and escaped 
to Canada, creating an international incident. Then there are the stories of Andrew Dexter, Jr., whose ran the fraudulent 
Farmers Bank of Gloucester, Rhode Island, which collapsed in 1808, the first great American bank fraud—but certainly 
not the last, as you will see when you read through the narrative. 

This was a book waiting to be written, but it never was, probably because of the effort involved. Also, few 
authors in economics and finance have knowledge of numismatics, and few numismatists have knowledge of the other 
side. Dave, whose college degree was in finance, has studied economics as a pastime for many years, while at the same 
time being deeply involved in numismatics. Thus, he was perhaps the best person to bring all of this together. The 
effort was too large to do alone, and the roster of contributors reads like a Who’s Who in Numismatic and Paper Money 
Research. In addition, for a number of years he has employed private researchers and helpers to do work for him with 
archival and other material. 

Dave tells me that if everything he’s gathered together was included, this book would not be the size that it is, 
but would occupy five or ten volumes. He distilled and edited well, and I believe you will agree that the result will 
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stand as a classic—something that has never been done before and probably will never be done again. 

Eric, those are some of my thoughts. I will ask Susan to send you with this e-mail an e-mail giving the later 
chapters of the book, a hard copy of which will be sent by regular mail. In that way you can look up Chapter 19 the 
story of the St. Albans Raid and also get an idea of what Chapter 21 will be like. 

Eric, I hope this serves as a catalyst. 

All the best. 


Sincerely, 
—Dave Bowers 


address responses to Q. David Bowers at: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 


Visit the American Numismatic Rarities website at: www.anrcoins.com 
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Subj: finding recent Email correspondence 

Date: 05/03/2006 2:38:55 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: QDBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 

Dear Dave: 


| have just sent you the suggestions | previously made for Susann to write a preface to your 
book. Susann responded with your message on April 10, 2006. Now you should have the 
support for her writing the preface for me to review. 

| hope your leg is ossifying. Are you on a walker or crutches by now? When | had a hip 
replacement 28 years ago | exercised in the middle of the night whenever | would go to the 
bathroom in addition to regular prescribed exercises. | got better sooner. 


My best. Eric 
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Dear Eric, 
Here is a drafty draft with some suggestions—cut, paste, expand, or whatever! 


DAVE B 


FOREWORD 
By Eric P. Newman 


For longer than I can remember—actually it was back in the 1930s when I was getting 
my education—I have been fascinated by American paper money. As the years went on, 
my interest grew, soon changing into serious research. While I was familiar with early 
American and federal coins, I was not prepared for the vast arena of paper money. Soon | 
learned that what was everyone’s knowledge, from popular reference texts, actually 
represented relatively no new scholarship, but simply a redoing of earlier works, some no 
improvement on Joseph B. Felt’s 1839 text, An Historical Account of Massachusetts 
Currency. 


Seeking to learn more, I visited and consulted museums and archives, while at the 
same time building my own collection of paper money. Along the way I made many 
interesting discoveries concerning colonial and Continental currency in particular, leading 
to many articles published in The Numismatist and to a reference book on the subject, 
Early Paper Money of America, now in its fourth edition, heading for the fifth. It is the 
standard work on the subject, but I will be the first to say that there are still many 
mysteries. 


The bills issued by banks in the post-Revolutionary era, extending for decades to the 
1860s, were engendered by the unclarified language in the Constitution regarding the 
federal right to issue paper money. The Constitution denied the right of the states to emit 
bills of credit and empowered the federal government to coin money, but they all knew 
well that the Bank of North America was part owned by the federal government and was 
chartered to and was issuing paper money. Pennsylvania was against the federal issue of 
paper money, but no one knows to this day how Benjamin Franklin voted. Many think 
Franklin left the matter unresolved on purpose in order to get the Constitution approved. 


This mess resulted in the flowering of the engraving arts, the expansion and 
stimulation of the American economy, the mushrooming of fraud, counterfeiting and 
alteration, endless litigation and finally the issuance of National Bank notes as federal 
money and then the conversion into the Federal Reserve System. All of this was caused 
by the worthlessness of the Continental Currency and state paper which financed much of 
the cost of the highly successful American Revolution. While most such bills remained 


1 


unredeemed except, in some instances, deep discounts from face value, the American 
Congress paid back all the loans of foreign governments which helped in the Revolution. 


From the end of the Revolution through the Civil War the American monetary scene 
was unigue in world history. Never before was a county put in a position to have over 
10,000 different denominations and designs of circulating notes at the same time, creating 
a situation so confusing as to require several bank note reporters of hundreds of pages in 
length and endless quantities of counterfeit detecting and valuation publications to help 
the public handle the money. 


Now comes Dave Bowers with his study. Obsolete Paper Money Issued by Banks in 
the United States 1782 to 1866. The field is so vast that a number of fine studies have 
been undertaken simply to address the currency of a particular state, perhaps no better 
epitomized than by the recent work by Wendell Wolka, A History of 19th Century Ohio 
Obsolete Bank Notes and Scrip, published in 2004, and comprising 1,041 pages. And this 
is for just one state, not even the state that issued the most bills. 


With such studies on my shelf, plus several dozen others relating to specific states and 
specialties, plus even more about the history of banks and paper money, there is, or was 
one thing missing: a comprehensive overview of paper money in one volume—how it 
was conceived, designed, produced, and spent, and the American economy in which it 
played such a part, together with specific useful information on how to collect and 
appreciate obsolete bank notes. 


Now my long time friend Dave Bowers (in the 1950s we were both founders of the 
Rittenhouse Society, and we have been in constant touch since that time) has filled the 
gap. With his book at one hand and any specialized book in the other, the big picture can 
be easily learned. Dave has spent many years in his own research, exploring long 
forgotten books, newspapers, and other archives, to use as much as possible original 
source material, rather than paraphrasing modern works. He quickly discovered that with 
regard to paper money on the American scene, even the most accomplished writers in 
economy and finance knew very little about how currency was created or issued, and how 
banks were operated and regulated. For example, it is conventional wisdom that for a 
bank to be officially in business it must have a state charter, as each state issued such 
privileges. However, as the book relates, there are many banks, including some of those 
that later became among the largest in the country, which for political or other reasons 
could not obtain a charter, but bravely went into business anyway. It is clear that these 
banks were indeed legitimate in their own time. 


Still other banks were official in the sense that they did receive a state charter, but the 
arrangement was made by criminals who simply used the charter as a reason for 
distributing large amounts of paper money, unreported, but yielding great profits to the 


perpetrators. 


While today we see paper money in everyday use, and it is well respected for what it 
does (silver and gold coins have been absent for a long time), in the era of Dave Bowers’ 
study, 1782 to 1866, this was not always the case. In some years paper money was 
ubiquitous, with scarcely any coins in sight—such as during the Panic of 1837, when 


coins were hoarded. In other times, paper money was scarce, restricting the operations of 
commerce. As currency was issued by banks owned by private stockholders, and there 
were so many possibilities, the scenario runs from bank officers whose actions bordered 
on the improbable or even fantastic, to solid institutions that year by year earned a fine 
profit for their stockholders. Dave explores several of these in detail, giving a “you are 
there” feeling when you read the book. 


You will even be able to, in effect, sit at the cashier’s desk at a particular bank that 
opened in 1850 and continued in business to 1865, in the meantime trying to carve a 
niche in its community and also to distribute as many of its bills as possible, hoping they 
wouldn’t come back to redeemed in coins. 


There was no federal bank during this era, but, as the text points out, this did not 
prevent sharp business people from setting up in Washington, D.C., such institutions 
named the National Bank, the Congressional Bank, the Government Bank, and the Bank 
of the United States, among others. Actually there were two institutions named Bank of 
the United States that had some claim to legitimacy, and the author covers these in detail, 
as well as the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, with its star-crossed history. 


While currency and banking can be thought of as a technical subject laden with facts 
and figures, the author reveals that it can be exciting and adventurous as well. You may 
be spellbound as you read about the great raid by Confederate troops on a tiny town in 
Vermont in 1864, when they took over the place, robbed three banks, and escaped to 
Canada, creating an international incident. Then there are is the story of Andrew Dexter, 
Jr., who ran the fraudulent Farmers Bank of Gloucester, Rhode Island, which collapsed in 
1808, one of the earliest great American bank frauds—but certainly not the last, as you 
will see when you read through the narrative. 


By the time you finish this book you will know how bank notes were engraved, 
printed, and distributed. You will also understand the role currency played in the 
American banking and financial system, all important in a numismatic context, as many 
mysteries are explained. Collecting and enjoying obsolete paper money is discussed in 
detail, concluding with a state by state view of paper money issued and suggestions on 
collecting it. Even the most experienced and dedicated numismatist specializing in 
currency will find much that is new and a lot that is interesting to read and contemplate. 


This was a book waiting to be written, but it never was, probably because of the effort 
involved. Also, few authors in economics and finance have knowledge of numismatics, 
and few numismatists have knowledge of the other side. Dave, whose college degree was 
in finance, has studied economics as a pastime for many years, while at the same time 
being deeply involved in numismatics. Thus, he was perhaps the best person to bring all 
of this together. The effort was too large to do alone, and the roster of contributors reads 
like a Who’s Who in Numismatic and Paper Money Research. In addition, for a number 
of years he has employed private researchers and helpers to do work for him with archival 
and other material. He distilled and edited well, and I believe you will agree that the result 
will stand as a classic—something that has never been done before and probably will 
never be done again. 


| also believe that once this book enters wide distribution it will serve as a catalyst for 
further research and, equally important, it will be an essential reference for anyone 
interested in collecting paper money. 


Eric P. Newman 


St. Louis, Missouri 
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Subj: Re: FW: Emailing: OBSOLETE book EPN foreword ideas 2006-05-27 
Date: 06/04/2006 5:39:01 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

Dear Dave: 


| received Susan Novak's draft of the foreword for your book by Email and want to thank her 
for being such a wonderful help. She concentrated ideas and added fine input which is very 
helpful and just what | needed. | have started to rewrite it and ought to put a footnote on it 
thanking her. | want to say nice things about you in it, and comment little about 

me. Your leg must be much improved since you are going to a book fair. 

| find that we are both involved in separate Albanese matters relating to some of the archives 
of the American Bank Note Company. Apparently you are to help guide me. You may 
telephone me at your convenience or | will telephone you to talk this out. 

| am slightly overwhelmed with requests to do things for others just as you are heavily 
involved with juggling business, research , writing, traveling, cultivating, thinking, 

organizing, and living it up. My best. Eric 


Sunday, June 04, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Hello!! 

Date: 06/06/2006 3:34:23 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: eldersosa81@myldsmail.net 

To: ericnumis@aol.com 


| have got transfer to other area last wednesday!!. There are a lot of hispanic people from all over latino america and mexico. It is 
great to get to meet them. | really enjoy talking to them and usaully teach them about the gospel of Jesus Christ. Most of them are 
really receptive. 

It is getting hotter in Utah. So | am drinking alot of water and terere. 

| lost some pound lately which is good!!. 

We are working alot everyday in this area. My new companion is from lowa. He is great. He really likes to work. Wec are 
contacting a least two hundred people on the street. We normally teach about 25 lessons weekly. We have met really good 
people lately. 

There is a Paraguayan family living in my new area. They invite us over so we can have chipa guazu and sopa paraguaya y 
cocido con leche. | loved it. 

| talked to Madrina last Mother's Day. She is doing good. She was really happy for callling her. She say hello!! 

Well that is pretty much. 


| had to go to the dentist yesterday and this morning. one of my tooth which has a really deep cavity 15 month ago | have got 
refilled and fixed. But now that same tooth starts having some problem. The dentist told probably. he has to do something call 
ROOT CANAL. | really hope that won't happen. 

Anyway we will see how it goes tomorrow. 


So how is everything going in over there??. 
ELDER RAMON SOSA 
SALT LAKE SOUTH MISSION 


8060 SOUTH 615 EAST 
SANDY, UTAH 84070 


Tuesday, June 06, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 






=» AMERICAN NUMISMATIC RARITIES, LLC 


premier rare coin auctions 


SS aa 


June 8, 2006 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Thanks so much for the Foreword. I am going to mail you back a fax copy and will ask 
you to send me the original for my “archives”—a nice souvenir! 


I am dictating this at about 3:00 in the afternoon on Wednesday, will be going over the 
Foreword this evening, and e-mailing it to you for final approval. 


Thanks again. 
All th t. 
Sincerely 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/sn 


US COINS 4.0) PAPER MGM Eye! Daeg oe <P 
PO Box 1804 * Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 03894 * 866-811-1804 * 603-569-0823 © fax 603-569-3875 


www.anrcoins.com * auction@anrcoins.com 
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From he ith SO § So through the Civil War the American monetary scene 


was unique in world history. Never before was a co put in a position to have over 
10,000 different denominations and designs of circulating notes at the same time, creating 
situation so confusing as to require.geuesai bank note reporters of hundreds of pages in 
length and endless quantities of counterfeit detecting and valuation publications. to help 
the public handle the money. 

Now comes Dave Bowers with his study. Obsolete Paper Money Issued by Banks in 


the United States 1782 to I 866. The field is so vast a number of fine studies have 
been undertaken simply to the currency of peels State,.perkade-—ndbetier 
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one thing missing: a comprehensive overview of paper money in one volume—how it 
Was conceived, designed, produced, and spent, and the American economy in which it 
played such a part, together with specific useful information on how to collect and 
appreciate obsolete bank notes. 


Now my long time friend Dave Bowers (in the 1950s we were both founders of the 
Rittenhouse Society, and we have been in constant touch since that time) has filled the 
gap. iy bee he hand and any specialized book in the other, the big picture can 
- easily lave has spent many years in his own research, exploring, long 
orgotten books, newspa: and other archives, to,a$¢ as much as possible original 
source matenal, rather ‘than pLesidasing modern works. He aaickly desestered that with 
regard {0 Paper Moncey Ge-the—Asnericameseenc, even the Wiae¥ accomplished writers in 
economy finance knew -xayy little about ho® currency was created or i and how 
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profit for their stockholders. Dave explores several of these in detail, giving a “you are 
there” feeling when you read the book. 


You will even be able to, in effect, sit at the cashier’s desk at a particular bank that 
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There was no federal bank during this era, but, as the text points out, this did not 
prevent sabasp business people from setting up in Washington, D.C., gym institutions 
named fi National Bank, de Congressional Bank, ta Government Bank, enrtthe-Bank ola. 
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While currency oad aie can be thought of as a technical subject laden with facts 
and figures author tessa that it can be exciting and adventurous as well. You may 
be as you read about the great raid by Confederate troops on a tiny town in 
Vermont in 1864, when they took over the place, robbed three banks, and escaped to 
Canada, creating an international incident. Then there aré is the story of Andrew Dexter, 
Jr., who ran the fraudulent Farmers Bank of Gloucester, Rhode Island, which collapsed in 
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will see when you read {ua the narrative. 


By the time you filth dae book you will know how ear engraved, 
printed, and distributed. You will also understand thé Tole "lomamne “Pred in the 
American banking and financial system, all important in a numismatic dy as many 
mysteries are explained. Collecting and enjoying obsolete paper money is discussed in 
detail, concluding with a state by state view of paper money issued and suggestions on 
collecting it. Even the most experienced and dedicated numismatist specializing in jeep?’ 

rape cagefaey will find much that is new and a interesting to read and ee 

a; This was 2 pobk waiting to be written, because of the « effort 
involved. , few wmtieePiea CCOnomics and finance have knowledge of numismatics, 
andftew nun have knowledge of the other side. Dave, whose college degree was 
in finance, has studied economics as a pastime for many years, whil¢ at the same time 
being deeply involved if mumismatics. Thus, he vias perhaps ‘ person to bring all 
of this together. The effort was too large to do alone, and the roster of contributors reads 
like a Who's Who in Numismatic and Paper Money Research. in addition, for a number 
of years he has employed private researchers and helpers to do work for him with archival 
and other matenial. x Stilled a cited sel, a sa I — ab ae will dale that the result 


/ 















Jun O7 OG O9:18a Eric Newman 3147270820 p.1 


i. 
i 
ghntll Ss 
stort lees book carn i lpr cay 


further research and & mise an essential reference for anyone 
interested in collecting none 





Eric P. Newman 
St. Louis, Missouri 
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Subj: Emailing: 2006-06-08 Front matter in obs bk incl EPN foreword 

Date: 06/08/2006 10:28:12 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net 

To: ericnumis@aol.com, dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com, diana. plattner@whitmanbooks.com, 


mary.counts@whitmanbooks.com 


Dear Eric! 


The attached file includes your foreword. Why not look it over, then 
sometime by Monday advise me (copies to others above) of any changes, 
tweaks, etc? 


Dear Dennis! 
The front matter is now complete. You may want to review and edit EPN's 


foreword and also my Introduction. 
Dear Mary/Dennis: 


Please review all front matter, including credits, etc. Let me know if there 
are any notable changes. 


Best to one and all, 
DAVE B 


Thursday, June 08, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: Foreword and Introduction of your Book 

Date: 06/08/2006 5:02:49 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: qdbarchive@metrocast.net | 

To: EricNumis@aol.com, dennis.tucker@whitmanbooks.com, mary.counts@whitmanbooks.com 
Dear Eric, 


Will do. I’ll send a revised version to Whitman tomorrow. Meanwhile, if you have any other thoughts send them along as | don't 
think they will be addressing it until Monday anyway. 


All good wishes, 
DAVE B 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 5:34 PM 

To: QDBARCHIVE@METROCAST.NET 

Subject: Foreword and Introduction of your Book 


Dear Dave: 

Since you revised my draft of the Foreword so quickly and sent me your Introduction | am 
going to submit early a couple of suggested changes in what you just sent me much before 
your reply deadline. Both sections sent now seem effective and sincere. 


Under Credits on page 2 (third to last line) of your Email strike out “acquisition and 
subsequent" as you use the word "acquired" in the next line. Then in the last line you use the 
word "his". That would mean Blum and | think you mean Albanese. Is Blum a partner of 
Albanese in the matter or is Blum just working with him? Clarify who acquired them and who 
made the arrangement with you? 


Page 6 line 3: At that time it was The Numismatist and now it is only Numismatist. | think the 
italics should be expanded to cover the then name. You could put in (then) if you wanted. 


Page 6 line 5: "characterized" is too stilted for me. Please change line 3 by striking out "listed 
and" and put "listed" in place of "characterized". 


Thank you for putting in 1787 instead of 1789 as the Constitution date as | used the ratification 
date rather than the finishing of its writing. 


In line 4 of the second paragraph beginning on p.10 please strike out "can" and "later" as | 
included these categories in my book and it might seem | did not. 


It is a pleasure to work with you as always. _ Eric 


Friday, June 09, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 








Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63105 
Ericnumis @ AOL.com 
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